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GLOSSARY 

WORD DESCRIPTION 

AL-QASSAM 
BRIGADES 

The military wing of Hamas. Its full name is the Izz al-Din Al-Qassam Brigades. 

AL-QUDS 
BRIGADES 

The military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad. 

AL-AQSA 
L@QSXQR­
BRIGADES 

Formerly, the military wing of the Fatah political movement.  

COGAT The Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories, a unit within the 
Israeli Ministry of Defense tasked with administering civilian matters in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE SQUAD 

An armed team responsible for security in kibbutzim, moshavim and other small 
civilian communities. It is known as kitat konenut (kitot konenut in the plural) in 
Hebrew. 

ICC  The International Criminal Court. 

ICJ  The International Court of Justice. 

ICRC The International Committee of the Red Cross. 

ICTR The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. 

ICTY The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. 

IDF Sgd Hrq`dk Cdedmrd Enqbdr+ Hrq`dk­r lhkhs`qx- 

IHL International humanitarian law. 

ISRAEL SECURITY 
AGENCY 

Hrq`dk­r hmsdqm`k rdbtqhsx `fdmbx- Hs hr `krn jmnvm `r Rg`a`j nq Rghm Ads- 

KAN The Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation. 

MARTYR ABU ALI 
MUSTAFA 
BRIGADES 

The military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. 

MFA Hrq`dk­r Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr- 

MUJAHIDEEN 
BRIGADES 

The military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement. 

NASSER SALAH 
AL-DIN BRIGADES 

The military wing of the Popular Resistance Committees. 
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WORD DESCRIPTION 

NATIONAL 
RESISTANCE 
BRIGADES 

The military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine. It is also 
known as the Omar Al-Qasem Forces. 

NCFM Hrq`dk­r M`shnm`k Bdmsdq ne Enqdmrhb Ldchbhmd- 

NOVA FESTIVAL An outdoor trance music festival, also known as the Supernova Sukkot Gathering, 
which took place on 6-7 October 2023. 

OCHA The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

OHCHR The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

OPT The Occupied Palestinian Territory, composed of the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem. 

RAVSHATZ Sgd Gdaqdv `bqnmxl enq ®bhuhkh`m rdbtqhsx bnnqchm`snq¯+ ` qnkd hm sgd dldqfdmbx
response squad who liaises with the local Israeli military presence. 

ROME STATUTE  The treaty that established the International Criminal Court.  

RPG A rocket-propelled grenade. 

SRSG-SVC The Office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Sexual 
Violence in Conflict. 

UN COMMISSION 
OF INQUIRY 

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel. 

UNGA The UN General Assembly. 

UNSC The UN Security Council. 

YAMAM The National Counter-Terrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police. 
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

More than two years after the Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel on 7 October 2023 and in the wake of 
the release of all those seized alive on that day, accounts of the actions of Palestinian armed groups during 
the attacks and their subsequent treatment of those held in captivity in Gaza are still emerging. Survivors of 
the attacks, including those released from captivity, as well as the families of victims, continue to shed light 
on their own experiences, while seeking justice and redress. Amnesty International hopes that the findings of 
its investigation into the attacks and the treatment of those held in captivity, as well as its legal determination 
of the crimes committed, can support their efforts and contribute to the establishment of the truth. 

The attacks of 7 October 2023 and the subsequent holding of individuals in captivity were part of a non-
international armed conflict between Palestinian armed groups and Israel. They took place against the 
a`bjcqno ne Hrq`dk­r oqnknmfdc nbbto`shnm ne sgd Nccupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) and the widespread 
human rights violations perpetrated by Israeli forces against Palestinians, including the imposition of a 
system of apartheid on Palestinians and the long-standing illegal blockade of Gaza since 2007. 

In the wake of the 7 October 2023 attacks, Israel embarked on a military offensive on Gaza unprecedented 
in magnitude, scale and duration, and intensified its illegal blockade on this part of the OPT. In December 
2024, Amnesty International concluded that Israel was committing genocide in Gaza. Its forces carried out 
acts prohibited under the Genocide Convention, with the specific intent to physically destroy Palestinians in 
Gaza. These acts included killings, causing serious bodily or mental harm and deliberately inflicting on 
Palestinians in Gaza conditions of life calculated to bring about their physical destruction. 

Hamas has claimed that its forces were not involved in the targeted killing, abduction or mistreatment of 
civilians during the 7 October 2023 attacks, that many civilians were killed by Israeli fire and that it did not 
plan to take civilians hostage. However, based on extensive video, testimonial and other evidence, Amnesty 
International has concluded that, while some civilians were indeed killed by Israeli forces, the vast majority of 
those who died were killed by Palestinian fighters. It considers that all those taken to Gaza were unlawfully 
detained as hostages and that all were subjected to psychological abuse. It has documented evidence that 
some of those captured on 7 October 2023 ± both soldiers and civilians ± were subjected to physical and 
sexual violence, either in Israel or in Gaza. It could not reach conclusions on the scope or scale of the sexual 
violence. 

Amnesty International has found sufficient basis to conclude that many of these violations were carried out 
by members of Palestinian armed groups and constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity, including 
murder and torture. To date, no one has been brought to justice for them. 

Around 1,200 people were killed during the attacks of 7 October 2023. They included more than 800 
civilians, among them at least 36 children, and around 300 Israeli soldiers. The victims were primarily 
Jewish Israelis, but also included Bedouin citizens of Israel, and scores of foreign national migrant workers, 
students and asylum seekers. More than 4,000 people were injured, and hundreds of homes and civilian 
structures were destroyed or rendered uninhabitable. 

Another 251 people ± mostly civilians ± were forcibly taken to Gaza on 7 October 2023. The majority of these 
251 people were seized alive and held in captivity, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, they were already dead when 
captured. They were held for weeks, months or, in some cases, over two years. 

Tens of thousands of residents from the attacked areas, as well as other parts of southern Israel, were 
displaced from their homes on 7 October 2023. Thousands remain displaced, having lost their loved ones 
and their homes, and face ongoing trauma. 
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Evidence including hundreds of videos and testimonies collected by Amnesty International and other 
investigators indicates that the majority of fighters taking part in the attacks were from the Izz al-Din Al-
Qassam (Al-Qassam) Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, but also included fighters from the Al-Quds 
Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ enqldqkx sgd
military wing of the Fatah political movement, as well as possibly other armed groups. Whether responding to 
calls made by Hamas leaders or acting spontaneously, hundreds of Palestinians in civilian clothing entered 
Israel from Gaza through the breached fence to join the attacks in what appeared to be a largely 
uncoordinated manner. The assailants in civilian clothing carried out widespread looting of homes and 
property in residential communities in Israel. Some also participated in killings, the destruction of property, 
abductions and other serious abuses. 

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 
In this investigation, Amnesty International focused on the actions of Hamas and other Palestinian armed 
groups in southern Israel beginning on 7 October 2023, as well as the treatment of civilians and soldiers 
seized during the attacks and held in Gaza. It assessed them within the framework of international 
humanitarian law. It also sought to establish whether there is sufficient evidence to support a conclusion that 
the conduct of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups amounts to crimes under international law and to 
identify crimes that were committed. 

The scope does not include Israeli policies and actions against Palestinians in Israel and the OPT following 
the attacks, except where relevant to the analysis of investigations of violations by Palestinian armed groups, 
nor does it address repressive measures by Hamas against Palestinians in Gaza. Amnesty International has 
extensively documented crimes and violations by Israeli forces in Gaza and the rest of the OPT, as well as 
violations by Hamas against Palestinians in Gaza, in other outputs. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg cqdv nm ` bnlahm`shnm ne qdlnsd `mc hm-person interviews, photographs 
and videos that it verified, as well as other open-source evidence. It conducted interviews with 70 people. 
They included 17 people who survived the 7 October 2023 attacks, three of whom had been taken hostage. 
They also included nine family members of individuals who were killed in the attacks or taken into captivity, 
two forensic experts who were involved in examining bodies of people killed, seven medical professionals or 
therapists who treated people affected by the attacks, as well as lawyers representing survivors, journalists, 
researchers and academics. 

Amnesty International reviewed 354 open-source videos and photographs of scenes from the 7 October 
2023 attacks and of people held in captivity in Gaza. It also received and analysed several dozen images 
directly from survivors of the 7 October 2023 attacks and first responders. It carried out an extensive search 
and analysis of statements by representatives of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in relation to the 
7 October 2023 attacks, rocket and mortar fire into Israel and the treatment of individuals held captive in 
Gaza. As part of the interviews it conducted, the organization consulted two independent forensic 
pathologists and benefited from their expertise in analysing over 45 images. 

Significant challenges affected the investigation, including the refusal of Israeli authorities to cooperate with 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdptdrsr enq hmenql`shnm+ sgd qdktbs`mbd ne l`mx rtquhunqr `mc vhsmdrrdr sn rod`j sn
Amnesty International researchers and the limited forensic evidence collected by Israeli authorities. 
However, Amnesty International was still able to collect a large amount of evidence that informed its analysis, 
conclusions and recommendations. 

Amnesty International wrote to Hamas on 20 June 2025 to set out its findings, to ask for any comments on 
them and to request responses to detailed questions. It had not received a response as of 4 December 
2025. 

UNLAWFUL KILLINGS AND ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS 
The attacks of 7 October 2023 began at around 6.30am with a barrage of thousands of unguided rockets 
and mortars fired from Gaza into Israeli territory, striking small residential communities in the areas in Israel 
surrounding Gaza as well as nearby cities such as Sderot, Ofakim and Ashkelon. The rocket fire killed and 
injured several civilians, most of them children. Under the cover of this barrage, more than 3,000 Palestinian 
fighters breached the Gaza perimeter fence at multiple locations and entered Israeli territory by land, air and 
sea. 



 

TARGETING CIVILIANS  
MURDER, HOSTAGE-TAKING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS BY PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA  

Amnesty International 10 

GROUND ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS 
Amnesty International documented attacks by hundreds of fighters from the military wings of Palestinian 
`qldc fqntor nm sgd jhaatsyhl ne Ad­dqh+ Gnkhs+ Je`q @yy`+ L`fdm+ M`g`k Ny+ Qd­hl `mc Rte`+ sgd lnrg`u ne
Netiv HaAsara, the cities of Ofakim and Sderot, Zikim beach and the site of the Nova music festival and 
surrounding areas and escape routes. Over 650 civilians were killed in these attacks. Most of the assailants 
crossed into Israel in vehicles such as pickup trucks and motorcycles, driving through breaches in the 
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, while a small number arrived by air using motorized paragliders or by sea 
using inflatable rubber boats. 

Heavily armed fighters carrying assault rifles, machine guns, grenades and rocket-propelled grenades 
carried out systematic and deliberate attacks targeting civilians. They shot and threw grenades into family 
homes, safe rooms and public bomb shelters where civilians had taken refuge and hunted down those trying 
to flee across fields and on roads. In several instances, they summarily killed civilians after abducting them. 
Hm nmd jhaatsy+ Ad­dqh+ ehfgsdqr trdc bhuhkh`mr `r gtl`m rghdkcr vgdm gnkchmf sgdl hmride a house during a 
battle with Israeli military forces. 

Contrary to claims by Hamas leaders that their fighters only targeted military objectives, the overwhelming 
majority of those killed were civilians and most of the locations targeted were residential communities or 
other places in which civilians were gathered, namely two music festivals and a beach. In the attacks 
documented by Amnesty International, the victims were generally residents of the civilian communities 
targeted, including, in some cases, members of the local emergency response squads, or festival-goers. 

Hamas has claimed that many Israeli civilians were killed by Israeli fire in application of the Hannibal 
Directive, an Israeli military protocol that puts Israeli forces at risk to prevent them from being captured. In 
some cases, Israeli civilians were indeed killed by Israeli forces in cases of mistaken identification and/or in 
application of the Hannibal Directive. In the context of two of the attacks documented by Amnesty 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ sgnrd nm Ad­dqh `mc M`g`k Ny+ to sn 01 odnokd `mc sgqdd odnokd+ qdroectively, were killed by 
Israeli military fire, according to Israeli military investigations. 

However, in the vast majority of cases, those responsible for the killings in the attacks documented by 
Amnesty International were Palestinian fighters. The organization investigated in detail incidents in which 
around 100 people who were confirmed as civilians or presumed to be civilians died, concluding that they 
were killed by fighters. It reviewed and cross-checked evidence that fighters were responsible for killing the 
vast majority of the remaining civilians who died in the attacks it documented, including the fact that the 
Israeli military was not present when most killings happened. 

In the incidents it investigated, Amnesty International concluded that the fighters most often were, or 
appeared to be, from the Al-Qassam Brigades. It also found evidence of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr `mc
the National Resistance Brigades, the military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
being present at the scene of at least one killing and evidence of the Al-Quds Brigades being involved in 
another. 

Hm Ad­dqh+ 0/0 bhuhkh`mr vdqd jhkkdc+ hmbktchmf 0/ bghkcqdm+ sgd xntmfdrs ne vgnl v`r mhmd-month-old Mila 
Bngdm+ rgns cd`c hm gdq lnsgdq­r `qlr hm sgd e`lhkx­r r`ed qnnl- Hm l`mx `ss`bjr+ ltkshokd e`lhkx ldladqr
were killed. Among them were two sisters, Yahel and Noiya Sharabi, aged 13 and 16, who were shot dead 
with their mother, Lianne Brisley-Sharabi, 48, in their home in the north-west of the kibbutz, after witnessing 
the abduction of their father, Eli Sharabi, 51, by fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. Eli was held hostage 
in Gaza for 16 months and, upon his release in February 2025, learnt that his wife and daughters had been 
killed. Some of the attacks were captured by closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras, dashboard cameras 
in vehicles and body-worn cameras used by assailants. Amnesty International verified 25 videos related to 
sgd `ss`bj nm Ad­dqi, including footage showing armed assailants wearing green Al-Qassam Brigades 
headbands seen carrying out killings and abductions. Among the civilian residents who were abducted and 
paraded through the streets of the kibbutz with their hands bound and later killed at the end of the road 
vdqd L`qbdk J`oktm `mc Cqnq J`oktm+ `fdc 53 `mc 57+ qdrodbshudkx+ ` bntokd vgn g`c khudc hm Ad­dqh for the 
previous two decades, and Kinneret Gat, a 67-year-old teacher. 

In Holit, one of the smallest kibbutzim in the area, armed assailants killed 16 civilians, including a member 
ne sgd jhaatsy­r dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c `mc sgqdd lhfq`ms vnqjdqr eqnl B`lanch`+ Lnkcnu` `mc
Thailand. One of the assailants who can be seen on video footage verified by Amnesty International was 
wearing a green Al-Qassam Brigades headband. 

Sixteen-year-old Rotem Matthias told Amnesty International that assailants threw a grenade into his family 
gnld­r r`ed qnnl+ jhkkhmf ghr lnsgdq+ Rbg`g`q L`ssgh`r+ 4/+ `mc ghr e`sgdq+ Rgnklh L`ssgh`r+ `fdc 36+ vgn
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were both musicians, and severely injuring him. Rotem said that his mother made him lie on the floor in a 
small space between the bed and the wall and lay on top of him, shielding him and saving his life. 

In Kfar Azza, less than 2km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, assailants arrived from Gaza by 
motorized paragliders and on foot, with residents describing fighters attacking homes and shooting through 
safe room doors. Sixty-two residents were killed, including 57 civilians. Among the victims were Hadar 
Rosenfeld, a 30-year-old accountant, and her husband, Itay Berdichesky, an electrical engineer also aged 
30, who were shot dead in their home, leaving behind their 10-month-old twin boys. G`c`q­r bntsin, Yahav 
Winner, a 36-year-old actor and filmmaker, was killed in his home while his wife escaped with their three-
week-old baby girl and hid nearby for hours until they were rescued. 

In Magen, CCTV footage verified by Amnesty International shows fighters on six motorcycles opening fire 
multiple times at a passing civilian vehicle, which slows to a stop near the Maon Junction on Road 232. The 
attack killed Fatima al-Talqat, a Bedouin resident of sgd snvm ne @q­`q` hm sgd Mdfdu.M`p`a qdfhnm `mc
mother of nine children. Her husband and infant son survived by hiding in an electricity junction box for six 
hours. 

In Nahal Oz, where 13 civilians were killed, assailants targeted a row of houses on the northern outskirts, 
killing and abducting residents. Joshua Mollel, a Tanzanian agricultural student, was beaten and shot by 
fighters who appeared to be from the National Resistance Brigades and the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr- Ghr
body was desecrated and subsequently taken to Gaza, where it remained held until it was released on 
5 November 2025. 

Numerous other civilians of other nationalities, mostly Asian and African migrant workers, students and 
asylum seekers, were killed in the ground attacks on kibbutzim on 7 October 2023. Thai nationals, mostly 
agricultural workers, made up the largest group of foreign nationals killed on that day. Amnesty International 
cnbtldmsdc sgd ltqcdq ne svn Sg`h `fqhbtkstq`k vnqjdqr hm Qd­hl- Nsgdq mns`akd b`rdr hmbktcd sg`s ne 01
Thai agricultural workers, as well as 10 Nepalese agricultural students, who were killed hm sgd vnqjdqr­ khuhmf
quarters of Alumim, and that of 11 Thai agricultural workers who were killed in Nir Oz. 

In Netiv HaAsara, where Palestinian assailants arrived by paragliders at around 6.30am, 17 civilians were 
killed. Gil Taasa, a 45-year-old firefighter, was killed by a grenade thrown by an assailant into a safe room 
where he was sheltering with his two youngest sons, Shai, nine, and Koren, 13. Shai lost his right eye and 
Jnqdm rtrs`hmdc ltkshokd rgq`omdk hmitqhdr- Sgd bghkcqdm­r lnsgdq+Sabine Taasa, recounted that, after 
murdering her ex-husband Gil, the fighters tried to enter the main house, where she and her 15-year-old son 
Zohar were. In security camera footage verified by Amnesty International, there are images of the grenade 
being thrown and of two fighters armed with rifles, one wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades headband, walking 
around the yard of the family home shortly after. One of the fighters is seen confining the injured boys to a 
room of the house. 

Sgd Mnu` edrshu`k+ mnqsg ne Qd­hl+ adb`ld sgd rhsd ne l`rr jhkkhmfr+ vgdqd sgd k`qfdrs mtladq ne odnokd vdqd
killed on 7 October 2023. More than 3,000 people were attending the overnight outdoor trance music 
festival and 378 were killed at the festival site and a small section of Road 232 adjacent to the parking lot. 
They included 344 civilians attending the festival. They also included 34 members of military or security 
forces. Sixteen of them were soldiers: 12 of them were off-duty and attending the festival, while four were 
killed while fighting the assailants. Another 16 were police officers, 15 of whom were killed fighting the 
assailants; and two were agents of the Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin Bet), one of 
whom was attending the festival. The figures do not include other festival-goers who were killed in other 
areas close to Gaza that day, including in bomb shelters and other locations where they sought shelter and 
on sections of Road 232 further from the festival site along which they were fleeing. 

There is a broad consensus that the attack on the festival was not planned, as Hamas and other Palestinian 
armed groups did not know that the festival was taking place. Rather, fighters stumbled upon the Nova 
festival site as they drove along Road 232 on their way to attack kibbutzim and other localities. They fired 
into areas full of civilians, targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee and hunted down others where 
they were trying to hide ± in bomb shelters, public toilets, ditches and bushes. Fighters armed with rifles, 
machine guns, grenades and RPGs set up roadblocks to prevent festival-goers from fleeing and to intercept 
military and security forces coming to their rescue. Survivors described scenes of bodies strewn along Road 
232, cars riddled with bullets and festival-goers hunted as they fled. CCTV and dashboard camera footage 
verified by Amnesty International documented the deliberate killing of civilians along escape routes. 

Dashboard camera footage verified by Amnesty International shows three armed fighters, two of them 
wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades patch or headband, abducting one civilian and shooting at close range 
another apparent civilian hiding behind a car. Other footage from the same dashboard camera shows several 
assailants searching the body of the civilian who was shot in the previous video and abducting a woman who 
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was hiding inside the vehicle. The woman raises her hands and crouches down as bullets hit the ground 
nearby. 

Older people were not spared and were among the civilians deliberately targeted. Sderot, a city of about 
31,000 residents located less than 1km from Gaza at the closest point, was attacked by dozens of assailants, 
including fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades, on 7 October 2023. Among those killed were a group of 13 
civilians, most of them retirees from nearby areas, who were gunned down at and around a bus stop in the 
early morning, while they were starting a day trip to the Dead Sea. 

According to an Israeli military investigation, 53 people were killed in Sderot, including two firefighters and 
37 other civilians, as well as three soldiers. Two of the soldiers were killed in rocket attacks on Sderot in the 
days following the ground attack. Also among the 53 killed were 11 police officers; some were members of 
the local police, who were killed in an attack on a police station, while others were from units from outside 
the city who arrived later in the day in an attempt to rescue them. 

At Zikim beach, a popular destination for fishing and other recreational activities, 3km north of Gaza, 
Palestinian assailants who arrived on inflatable rubber boats killed 17 civilians. Among them was Or Taasa, a 
17-year-old boy whose father was killed the same morning in an attack on the family home in Netiv HaAsara 
that also gravely injured two of his younger brothers. His mother, Sabine Taasa, told Amnesty International 
that when she managed to reach him by phone, minutes before he was shot dead, he told her that he and 
his friends were under attack by Palestinian fighters in the public toilet where they were sheltering. 

The armed groups who killed and injured civilians not directly taking part in hostilities in southern Israel 
violated, under international humanitarian law, the prohibition of murder and of direct attacks on civilians, in 
some cases, and of indiscriminate attacks, in others. In cases where they attacked homes and other civilian 
buildings, they also violated the prohibition of direct attacks on civilian objects. 

INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET AND MORTAR FIRE 
On 7 October 2023, the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups launched some 3,000-
5,000 unguided rockets and mortars towards populated areas in Israel. This was a barrage of 
unprecedented intensity in the context of repeated such attacks since 2001. Some 2,200 rockets and 
mortars were fired in the first four hours, according to the Israeli military. 

The rocket attacks killed at least 10 civilians. The death toll would have been much higher were it not for 
Hrq`dk­r `hq q`hc v`qmhmf rxrsdlr `mc otakhb `mc oqhu`sd rgdksdqr- Rdudm ne sgnrd jhkkdc vdqd Adcnthm bhshydmr
of Israel living in the Negev/Naqab region of southern Israel in communities which lack air raid warning 
systems and bomb shelters and have poor access to emergency medical services. Six of them were children 
aged between five and 15. Mai Abu Sabah, aged 13, as well as her grandmother Fayza Abu Sabah, aged 57, 
and four children from the Al-Jq`­`m e`lhkx± brothers Malik Ibrahim Al-Jq`­`m `mc I`v`c Haq`ghl @k-Jq`­`m+
aged 14 and 15, and their cousins Amin Akal Al-Jq`­`m+ `fdc 00+ `mc L`glntc Ch`a @k-Jq`­`m+ `fdc 01± 
were killed when rockets landed on or near their homes in Al-A`­`s+ `m tmqdbnfmhydc Adcnthm uhkk`fd- X`y`m
Y`j`qh` @at Itl`­`+ `fdc ehud+ v`r jhkkdc ax ` qnbjds vghbg rsqtbj sgd fqntmc mdws sn ghr gnld hm @q­`q`+ `
Bedouin town located further south. 

Another rocket killed three members of the same Jewish Israeli family, including one child, in the city of 
Netivot: Refael Meir Maskalchi, aged 12, his father, Netanel Maskalchi, aged 36, and his grandfather, Refael 
Fahimi, aged 63. 

Palestinian armed groups continued to launch rockets into Israel at regular intervals, though at a gradually 
chlhmhrghmf o`bd+ `oo`qdmskx `r ` qdrtks ne Hrq`dk­r needmrhud nm F`y`+ vghbg fqdv hm rb`kd `mc rbnod-
According to the Israeli military, between 7 October 2023 and May 2024, some 12,500 rockets and mortars 
were fired into Israel from Gaza. Media reports indicated that rockets had killed another five civilians in Israel 
by the end of 2023, bringing the total to 15 civilians since 7 October 2023. 

The armed groups who carried out these attacks violated the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks under 
international humanitarian law. As in many cases, there were no discernible military targets, they may have 
violated the prohibition of direct attacks on civilians and on civilian objects. 
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HOSTAGE-TAKING AND SEIZURE OF BODIES 
Palestinian assailants, consisting of fighters in military-style clothing and armed or unarmed men in civilian 
clothing, seized 251 people during the Hamas-led attacks on 7 October 2023 and forcibly brought them to 
Gaza. The majority of these 251 people were seized alive, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, Palestinian assailants 
seized the bodies of people who were killed during the attacks. 

Of the 251 people, 27 were soldiers on active duty at their assigned positions. The vast majority of the 
remaining 224 people were civilians. They comprised 124 men, 64 women and 36 children. Most of the 251 
people seized were Jewish Israelis, including some with dual nationality. Seven were Bedouin citizens of 
Israel. At least 35 were foreign nationals. 

Shoshan Haran, the founder and president of Fair Planet, an Israeli development NGO, and a member of 
Women Wage Peace, a grassroots peace movement, was abducted with six other members of her family, 
including three children (two of whom were her grandchildqdm(- Rgnrg`m+ vgn khudc hm Ad­dqh `mc v`r `fdc
56 `s sgd shld+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s+ `esdq qdbdhuhmf ` Vg`sr@oo ldrr`fd v`qmhmf ne ®`m
hmehksq`shnm ne sdqqnqhrsr¯ hmsn sgd jhaatsy `s 5-18`l+ rgd rgdksdqdc hm gdq r`ed qnnl vhsg ldladqr ne gdq
family who were visiting for the Jewish holidays. 

Shoshan told Amnesty International that armed men forced them out of the safe room. One of them shouted 
`s sgdl hm Dmfkhrg+ ®Vnldm+ bghkcqdm+ s`jd- Ldm+ annl-annl-¯ Sgdx vdqd sgdm s`jdm nts ne sgd jhaatsy+ sn
Gaza. It was only when she and five members of her family were released from what she described as the 
®gnqqhexhmf 4/ c`xr ne b`oshuhsx¯ sg`s rgd kd`qms sgd e`sd ne gdq gtra`mc+ @urg`knl G`q`m+ `mc nsgdq e`lhkx
ldladqr- Rgd r`hc9 ®Lx gtra`mc v`r ltqcdqdc `esdq vd vdqd enqbdc nts ne sgd r`ed qnnl+ `r vdre my 
sister, my brother-in-k`v `mc ghr ZEhkhohmn\ b`qdq+ vgn `krn khudc hm lx jhaatsy-¯ Gdq rnm-in-law, Tal Shoham, 
who had also been abducted from her safe room but held separately in captivity, endured over 500 days in 
captivity before he was released. 

Similar patterns of terrified individuals, couples and families being dragged or otherwise forced from their 
safe rooms occurred repeatedly `bqnrr Ad­dqh+ vgdqd 2/ odnokd vdqd `actbsdc+ `mc ltkshokd nsgdq
kibbutzim. Palestinian assailants likewise abducted tens of young people from the Nova music festival and 
surrounding areas, after hunting them across fields or forcing them out of rocket shelters where they had 
taken cover. 

Among those abducted were 16 children under the age of 10, and nine people aged over 80, according to a 
database produced by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz. Some of the victims were clearly very badly injured, 
such as Hersh Goldberg-Polin, aged 22, who was abducted from Road 232 near the Nova festival site after 
fleeing the festival and seeking refuge in a rocket shelter. A video verified by Amnesty International shows 
Hersh being loaded onto a white pickup truck by armed men, including fighters from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, while his left arm is freshly severed below the elbow and bleeding profusely, likely following an 
explosion. Four other hostages, all in civilian clothing, are seen in the same video, some being taken from 
the shelter, and one being dragged by the hair and beaten as he is loaded onto the truck. Hersh was killed in 
August 2024 with five other hostages while in captivity. Amnesty International has concluded, based on all 
available evidence, that they were killed by the Al-Qassam Brigades. 

Amnesty International also documented evidence that Palestinian fighters, likely including fighters from both 
the Al-Qassam Brigades and the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ snnj sn F`y` sgd anchdr ne odnokd vgn g`c addm
killed or mortally wounded during attacks in southern Israel. This practice denied families the opportunity to 
bury their loved ones, created further uncertainty and suffering, leaving families not knowing, sometimes for 
months or longer, if their loved ones had been killed on 7 October 2023. According to a database produced 
by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, Palestinian fighters brought 36 bodies of civilians and soldiers they killed 
to Gaza. 

Hamas has claimed that it did not plan to take civilians hostage and that its forces were not involved in 
abducting civilians in southern Israel, while appearing to blame the abduction of civilians on unaffiliated 
civilians who crossed over from Gaza during the attacks. However, Amnesty International documented a 
vd`ksg ne duhcdmbd sg`s qdetsdr G`l`r­r bk`hlr- Vghkd rnld tm`eehkh`sdc bhuhkh`mr eqnl F`y` l`x g`ud addm
involved in abducting civilians, video footage, images and other evidence collected by Amnesty International 
identify a clear pattern in which the Al-Qassam Brigades abducted civilians, including children and older 
people, in multiple civilian locations. 

Following the 7 October 2023 attacks, statements and actions by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad made 
clear they were holding both civilians and soldiers as bargaining chips to compel Israeli authorities to take 
specific actions, such as releasing Palestinian prisoners, or refrain from others. There is also some evidence 
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that the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement held hostages in Gaza. Amnesty International could not 
determine whether other Palestinian armed groups held hostages. 

As of 4 December 2025, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups had released 158 living hostages and 
34 bodies of people seized on 7 October 2023, mostly in the context of negotiated deals, the last of which 
was concluded in early October 2025. Eight living hostages and 50 bodies had been rescued or retrieved 
through Israeli military operations. This left one body held in Gaza. Of those recorded as taken into captivity 
alive, 48 died in Gaza; at least six were killed by their captors, while others died as a result of Israeli military 
operations. Hamas claimed it faced challenges in reaching the remains of some people because they were 
buried under rubble.  

The abduction and holding of civilians as hostages, as well as the holding of soldiers as hostages, constitute 
serious violations of international humanitarian law. The seizure and ill-treatment of dead bodies is likewise a 
violation of international humanitarian law. 

PHYSICAL, SEXUAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE 
Palestinian assailants, consisting of fighters in military-style clothing and armed or unarmed men in civilian 
clothing, subjected people they captured on 7 October 2023 to physical, sexual or psychological abuse 
either in Israel or in Gaza. They also abused the bodies of people killed. 

Amnesty International documented the physical abuse of 16 people: seven individuals ± six men and one 
woman ± during the 7 October 2023 attacks in southern Israel and nine individuals ± all men ± while they 
were being transported to captivity in Gaza. Most of those responsible were clearly identifiable as members 
of armed groups and some specifically as fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. 

A Bedouin citizen of Israel, Salem Naif, described to Amnesty International being beaten by Palestinian 
assailants in front of his children. He said fighters attacked Holit, where he had been working, and captured 
him and his children at around 11.30am. He said that the assailants took his money, wallet and car keys, 
and then decided to take him and his children hostage to Gaza, but that they were able to escape. 

Video evidence shows fighters in military-style clothing, who are sometimes identifiable as members of the 
Al-Qassam Brigades, dragging unarmed men in civilian clothing from shelters, beating them with rifle butts, 
kicking and insulting them. 

@ Sg`h `fqhbtkstq`k vnqjdq snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s gd v`r s`jdm gnrs`fd vhsg entq nsgdqr eqnl Qd­hl
by fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. He said they were taken to an abandoned warehouse in Gaza, 
where they were handed over to a different group of men, who beat them with their hands and weapons 
®`mc ehqdc v`qmhmf rgnsr sn hmshlhc`sd¯ sgdl- Gd r`hc sgd `atrd k`rsdc enq `ants 1/ lhmtsdr+ adenqd sgd
same group of armed men put them back into a vehicle and took them to a tunnel. 

Amnesty International also documented evidence that armed or unarmed Palestinian assailants committed 
sexual assault during the 7 October 2023 attacks. However, Amnesty International was not able to reach 
conclusions on the scope or scale of the sexual violence or, for the most part, to determine the affiliation, if 
any, of the perpetrators. It also found no evidence that Hamas or other Palestinian armed groups gave orders 
to their fighters to commit acts of sexual violence during the attacks. 

Amnesty International spoke to one individual who had reported in the media being subjected to rape at the 
Nova festival. He chose to remain anonymous but confirmed the testimony he had provided to the media, in 
which he said that, at the Nova festival site, armed men pinned him down, stripped him and raped him. 
Amnesty International also spoke to his lawyer, who had twice accompanied him to speak to the police, first 
in June 2024 to report the assault and again in July 2024 for a follow-up visit, and viewed his medical 
records. 

Two returned hostages have said publicly that assailants touched them in intimate areas during the attacks, 
a form of sexual assault. One of these women, Ilana Gritzewsky, told the UN Security Council in August 2025 
that she was subjected to physical and sexual violence while being abducted from Nir Oz. She said that, 
vgdm rgd v`r b`ostqdc+ ftmldm ®ad`s ld+ gtlhkh`sdc ld+ sntbgdc ld `kk nudq+ `mc sgqdv ld nm `
lnsnqbxbkd `mc snnj ld sn F`y`£ Nm sgd v`x sn F`y`+ vgdm sgdx rs`qsdc sn sntbg ld `mc rdwt`kkx `atse 
ld+ H o`rrdc nts: ogxrhb`kkx `mc ldms`kkx+ H bntkcm­s s`jd hs `mxlnqd-¯ She described regaining 
consciousness in Gaza, partially naked on the floor and surrounded by gunmen. 

Amnesty International spoke to a therapist with long-standing experience treating survivors of sexual violence 
who reported providing intensive treatment and support to three survivors of rape during the 7 October 2023 



 

TARGETING CIVILIANS  
MURDER, HOSTAGE-TAKING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS BY PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA  

Amnesty International 15 

attacks. The therapist said that these assaults were carried out at the Nova festival site and in kibbutzim, by 
multiple perpetrators. 

The organization reviewed media articles in which another woman, who chose to remain anonymous, 
reported she was raped during the 7 October 2023 attacks, five named people said they saw rape and five 
other people reported hearing what they understood to be sexual assault during the attacks, including, in 
one case, a woman shouting that she was being stripped of her clothes. Most of these reports related to the 
Nova festival site, surrounding areas or escape routes from it. Amnesty International also spoke to another 
three mental health professionals who reported that at least 13 of their clients said they witnessed rape or 
other sexual assault at or after fleeing the Nova festival site. Amnesty International could not determine the 
extent of any possible overlap between the clients of different practitioners or between those clients and 
individuals who spoke to the media. 

Amnesty International faced challenges investigating sexual violence. Except for one case referred to above, 
it was not able to interview people reporting they had survived or witnessed sexual violence, despite efforts to 
do so. In seeking instead to collect information from a broad range of sources, Amnesty International worked 
in line with international guidance on documenting conflict-related sexual violence, which recognizes the 
value of testimony by medical professionals and therapists, among others, in sexual violence investigations, 
or of relying on pre-existing statements made by survivors where possible as an alternative to re-interviewing 
them. 

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem and Israel (UN Commission of Inquiry) concluded in June 2024 that, regarding the 7 October 
1/12 `ss`bjr+ hs g`c ®hcdmshehdc ` o`ssdqm ne rdwt`k uhnkdmbd¯ `mc sg`s ®sgdrd vdqd mns hrnk`sdc hmbhcdmsr ats
perpetrated in similar ways in several locations primarily against Hrq`dkh vnldm-¯ Hs `krn r`hc hs g`c entmc
indications that members of the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups had committed 
acts of gender-based violence. It said it was not able to reach any conclusions about rape, noting limitations 
to its investigation, including a lack of access to victims and witnesses and obstruction by the Israeli 
authorities. 

Amnesty International documented evidence that, on 7 October 2023, Palestinian assailants mutilated, 
burnt, beat or otherwise mistreated the bodies of 19 victims who were either confirmed as dead or may have 
been dead at the time, in Israel or in Gaza. In some cases, the perpetrators were identifiably from the Al-
Qassam Brigades, the Al-Quds Brigades or the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr- 

In one example that gained international attention, the unresponsive body of a German-Israeli woman, Shani 
Louk, is seen in a video verified by Amnesty International lying face down in a pickup truck, wearing only 
boots, black underpants or shorts and a bra that appears raised above her breasts and is surrounded by four 
men, one armed with a rifle and one carrying an RPG, while she is paraded through cheering crowds in 
F`y`- Rg`mh­r lnsgdq+ Qhb`qc` Kntj+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k gnv rgd `mc gdq e`lhkx kd`qms `ants Rg`mh­r
`actbshnm eqnl rddhmf sghr uhcdn- ®We recognized her immediately. We were in shock. How could it be that 
rgd v`r nm sgd a`bj ne ` ohbjto sqtbj hm sghr gtlhkh`shmf v`x>¯ rgd r`hc. 

Amnesty International has concluded that members of Hamas or its military wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades, 
committed physical and sexual violence against hostages in captivity, amounting to torture or other ill-
treatment. It was not able to determine whether other armed groups also did so. 

The Thai agricultural worker mentioned earlier told Amnesty International that he and three other Thai 
hostages and one Israeli hostage with whom he was held were beaten and denied adequate provisions in 
captivity. He described how, after being taken to a tunnel in Gaza, fighters tied them up and beat them on 
multiple occasions over three days. He identified himself in a photograph showing five men held, with their 
arms restrained, at gunpoint by a fighter from the Al-Qassam Brigades; he said the photograph was taken 
within the first few days of their arrival in the tunnel. He was released on 25 November 2023. 

At least 18 other named hostages ± 12 men, four women and two girls ± reported publicly, after their 
release, that they were subjected to abuse in captivity that amounted to torture or other ill-treatment. Eleven 
of the men and one of the women described being subjected to beatings. 

One of the 12 ldm+ Dkh Rg`q`ah+ vgn v`r `actbsdc eqnl Ad­dqh `mc qdkd`rdc nm 7 Edaqt`qx 1/14+ snkc Hrq`dkh
media that he was chained for the duration of his more than 15 months of captivity and subjected to multiple 
beatings, but that none of these beatings compared to the pain of the hunger to which he was also 
subjected. He also recounted that captors beat him and other hostages with whom he was held, denied 
them food and justified such ill-treatment by saying that it was what Palestinian detainees experienced in 
Israeli detention facilities. 
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The four women and two girls described in public forums or in the media that they were subjected to sexual 
violence, including sexual assault and threats of forced marriage. One of these women, Amit Soussana, said, 
to the UN Security Council, in interviews with a newspaper and in a documentary film, that the man 
guarding her forced her to perform a sexual act on him at gunpoint. Two named Israeli doctors and a social 
worker confirmed to the same newspaper that Amit reported the sexual violence to them after she was 
qdstqmdc sn Hrq`dk- @lhs r`hc rgd v`r gdkc enq sgd ctq`shnm ne gdq b`oshuhsx ax ®`qldc G`l`r ft`qcr¯- 

Five of the 12 men also described in media recordings being subjected to sexual assault, forced nudity 
and/or forcible shaving of body hair that constituted sexual violence. Four were held by Hamas; the other 
was held by Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Several other released hostages said they saw or heard the accounts 
of other hostages subjected to sexual violence. 

Renana Eitan, a psychiatrist involved in treating hostages released in November 2023 in her then position as 
chair of psychiatry at Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, told Amnesty International that some hostages 
reported being beaten, forced to witness or participate in violent acts, confined in isolation or total darkness 
and deprived of basic needs, leading to serious and long-term mental and physical health implications. She 
also said that some returned hostages were subjected to sexual violence, including forced nudity and sexual 
assault. Acts of sexual violence committed in such circumstances amount to a form of torture or other ill-
treatment. 

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad subjected all hostages they held, as well as their family members, to 
psychological abuse. They held all hostages incommunicado, sought to humiliate them through non-
consensual videos and public parading. They denied the gnrs`fdr­ e`lhkhdr hmenql`shnm `ants sgdhq knudc
ones. 

Videos released by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad showed hostages in captivity, often weeping or 
pleading for release. The filming and broadcasting of such videos violates the prohibition of torture and other 
ill-treatment. Some of the content of the videos also indicates the victim was subjected to torture or other ill-
treatment. A video of Evyatar David, which was released by the Al-Qassam Brigades on 2 August 2025, 
shows him in a tunnel, emaciated, and being forced to dig what he says he believes is his own grave. He 
cdrbqhadr fnhmf c`xr vhsgnts ennc- Adhmf enqbdc sn chf nmd­r nvm fq`ud hm sgdrd bhqbtlrs`mbdr `lntmsr sn
torture, as would intentional denial of food over extended periods of time in captivity. 

In committing these acts of physical, sexual and psychological abuse during the 7 October 2023 attacks and 
against hostages subsequently held in Gaza, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, as well as, in some 
cases, people whose affiliation Amnesty International could not identify, breached one or more of the 
following international humanitarian law prohibitions: the prohibition on torture and other ill-treatment; the 
prohibition on mutilation; and the prohibition on rape and other forms of sexual violence. 

Hamas has acknowledged that mistakes occurred during the 7 October 2023 attacks, although in very 
general terms. However, it has denied that Palestinian fighters mistreated civilians. There is, however, a 
wealth of evidence that conclusively refutes this, including digital images circulated by the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, and other Palestinian armed groups, that show their own fighters perpetrating abuses. Some 
statements by Hamas spokespeople claimed that its forces treated hostages humanely, while other 
statements by spokespeople for the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups suggested 
otherwise and included threats of execution. 

Hamas specifically denied that Palestinian fighters perpetrated rape or other sexual violence during the 
7 October 2023 attacks or against hostages. As already noted, Amnesty International found no evidence that 
Hamas or other Palestinian armed groups gave orders to their fighters to commit acts of sexual violence 
during the attacks. However, it documented evidence that sexual violence was perpetrated during the 7 
October 2023 attacks and against hostages. 

UN bodies and NGOs have, on the one hand, expressed concern that widespread scepticism surrounding 
reports of sexual violence may contribute to the silencing of survivors and, on the other, cautioned against 
sgd hmrsqtldms`khy`shnm ne qdonqsr ne rdwt`k uhnkdmbd sn itrshex Hrq`dk­r lhkhs`qx `ss`bjr `f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr hm
Gaza. 

CRIMES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 
Many of the serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights violations documented by 
Amnesty International constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity, for which individuals bear 
personal criminal responsibility. 
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War crimes applicable to non-international armed conflicts are listed in the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), in the study on customary international humanitarian law of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and other sources. Amnesty International has found sufficient basis to 
conclude that many of the violations of international humanitarian law it documented amount to war crimes. 
Sgdx hmbktcd sgd v`q bqhldr ne9 ®ltqcdq¯: ®bqtdk sqd`sldms `mc snqstqd¯: ®bnllhsshmf ntsqages upon 
odqrnm`k chfmhsx+ hm o`qshbtk`q gtlhkh`shmf `mc cdfq`chmf sqd`sldms¯: ®s`jhmf ne gnrs`fdr¯: ®l`jhmf sgd
bhuhkh`m onotk`shnm nq hmchuhct`k bhuhkh`mr+ mns s`jhmf ` chqdbs o`qs hm gnrshkhshdr+ sgd naidbs ne `ss`bj¯: ®ohkk`fd¯:
®bnllhsshmf q`od--- nq `mx nsgdq enql ne rdwt`k uhnkdmbd¯: ®l`jhmf bhuhkh`m naidbsr sgd naidbs ne `ss`bj¯:
cdrsqnxhmf nq rdhyhmf ®oqnodqsx ne sgd `cudqrd o`qsx mns qdpthqdc ax lhkhs`qx mdbdrrhsx¯: ®k`tmbghmf `m
hmchrbqhlhm`sd `ss`bj qdrtkshmf hm cd`sg nq hmitqx sn bhuhkh`mr¯: ®trhmf gtl`m rghdkcr¯: `mc ®dmenqbdc
chr`ood`q`mbd¯- 

Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the ICC sets out a list of prohibited, inhumane acts and the contextual 
elements that need to be established for such an act to constitute a crime against humanity. Accordingly, a 
oqnghahsdc `bs ltrs ad ®bnllhssdc `r o`qs nf a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian 
onotk`shnm+ vhsg jmnvkdcfd ne sgd `ss`bj-¯ Sgd `qshbkd etqsgdq rodbhehdr sg`s ®¬Z`\ss`bj chqdbsdc `f`hmrs `mx
bhuhkh`m onotk`shnm­ ld`mr ` bntqrd ne bnmctbs hmunkuhmf sgd ltkshokd bnllhrrhnm of [listed prohibited, 
inhumane] acts... against any civilian population, pursuant to or in furtherance of a State or organizational 
onkhbx sn bnllhs rtbg `ss`bj-¯ 

Amnesty International has found sufficient basis to conclude that many of the violations documented in this 
report that were carried out by members of Palestinian armed groups and unaffiliated civilians who joined 
the attack meet the contextual, material and mental elements required by Article 7 of the Rome Statute and 
therefore constitute crimes against humanity. 

The overwhelming number of civilian locations targeted, statements from Hamas leaders and other 
organized armed groups, the repeated pattern of attacks deliberately targeting civilians, and the fact that 
most of those killed, injured or abducted in the attack were civilians, all point to the conclusion that the 
attack was directed against a civilian population. The scale, timing, coordination and spatial patterns further 
indicate objectives and organization. 

Evidence collected and analysed by Amnesty International, including statements by Hamas leaders and the 
actions of fighters, points to Hamas leaders intending to carry out an attack on civilians, as well as on military 
targets, in Israel and to take hostages. Fighters from its military wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades, and the 
military wings of other Palestinian armed groups acted accordingly when they attacked civilian locations on 7 
October 2023 and took people into captivity. 

The attack directed against the civilian population was widespread. Prohibited acts were committed during it 
in civilian communities throughout the areas surrounding Gaza, as well as the city of Ofakim, which lies 
further east. These communities are home to tens of thousands of people. 

Hm `cchshnm sn adhmf vhcdroqd`c+ sgd `ss`bj v`r `krn rxrsdl`shb- @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg
documented patterns of identical or comparable prohibited acts committed in a similar manner. Perpetrators 
repeatedly treated victims in a similar way across many locations. 

Oqnghahsdc `bsr cnbtldmsdc ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k vdqd bnllhssdc ®`r o`qs ne¯ `m `ss`bj chqdbsdc
against the civilian population, which was both widespread and systematic. Many inhumane acts, including 
murder, were committed as part of the attack on the civilian population. The temporal and geographical 
proximity of these inhumane acts is a clear indication of their nexus with such an attack. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r ehmchmfr hmchb`sd sg`s+ hm l`mx b`rdr+ odqodsq`snqr ne hmgtl`md `bsr jmdv sg`s sgdhq
conduct was part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian population. In statements 
made on 7 October 2023 and its aftermath, Hamas leaders announced the attack and included civilian 
communities among the intended targets. Leaders of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups invited 
Palestinians across the OPT to join the attack and commit acts of violence, including at civilian locations, 
with limited instructions to refrain from killing or harming civilians (and with no apparent instruction to limit 
their violence to military targets). Even if assailants had not known in advance that the communities they 
were attacking were civilian, it would have soon become obvious. 

Sgd nqf`mhy`shnm­r ehmchmfr rsqnmfkx hmchb`sd sg`s ldladqr ne O`kdrshmh`m `qldc fqntor+ `mc+ sn ` kdrrdq
extent, unaffiliated civilians committed the following inhumane acts as part of a widespread and systematic 
attack directed against a civilian populatinm9 ®ltqcdq¯: ®dwsdqlhm`shnm¯: ®hloqhrnmldms nq nsgdq rdudqd
cdoqhu`shnm ne ogxrhb`k khadqsx hm uhnk`shnm ne etmc`ldms`k qtkdr ne hmsdqm`shnm`k k`v¯: ®dmenqbdc
chr`ood`q`mbd¯: ®snqstqd¯: ®q`od+ rdwt`k rk`udqx+ dmenqbdc oqnrshstshnm+ enqbdc oqdfm`mbx+ dmenqced 
rsdqhkhy`shnm+ nq `mx nsgdq enql ne rdwt`k uhnkdmbd ne bnlo`q`akd fq`uhsx¯: `mc ®nsgdq hmgtl`md `bsr¯- 
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MURDER 
Hundreds of civilians were deliberately and unlawfully killed during the 7 October 2023 attacks. Based on 
the evidence Amnesty International has analysed, most of the fighters who deliberately killed civilians were 
members of the Al-Qassam Brigades. Amnesty International found evidence of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr
and the National Resistance Brigades being present at the scene of one killing and evidence of the Al-Quds 
Brigades being involved in another. It has concluded that at least six hostages were killed by the Al-Qassam 
Brigades. 

EXTERMINATION 
Sgd `bsr ne ltqcdq odqodsq`sdc `r o`qs ne sgd 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 `ss`bjr ®vdqd bnmrshstsdc+ nq snnj ok`bd `r
o`qs ne+ ` l`rr jhkkhmf ne ldladqr ne ` bhuhkh`m onotk`shnm¯ `mc sgdqdenqd `lntms sn sgd bqhld `f`hmrs
humanity of extermination. 

IMPRISONMENT 
Scores of civilians were systematically taken and/or held hostage in southern Israel and imprisoned in Gaza 
in violation of fundamental rules of international law. The holding of hostages was done as part of an 
explicitly stated plan explained by the leadership of Hamas and of other Palestinian armed groups. Based on 
the evidence Amnesty International has analysed, the Palestinian armed groups responsible for abducting 
civilians or holding civilians or soldiers hostage are Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and likely also the 
Palestinian Mujahideen Movement. 

TORTURE 
Scores of people who were held under the power of Hamas ± both civilians and soldiers ± were subjected to 
severe physical or mental pain, including psychological abuse against all hostages and physical abuse 
against some of them. 

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE 
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and likely also the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement failed to give 
information on the fate or whereabouts of those they abducted or captured from southern Israel and 
imprisoned in Gaza as hostages. While in some cases, hostages were shown alive in videos that Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad released to exert pressure on Israeli authorities, in many instances, families of 
hostages reported having no information as to whether their loved ones were alive or dead. 

RAPE, SEXUAL SLAVERY, ENFORCED PROSTITUTION, FORCED 
PREGNANCY, ENFORCED STERILIZATION, OR ANY OTHER FORM OF 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE OF COMPARABLE GRAVITY 
Amnesty International documented evidence that Palestinian assailants committed, in both Israel and in 
Gaza, sexual assault and other forms of sexual violence against people in their power. However, except for 
one case, it was unable to interview people who reported surviving or witnessing sexual violence during the 
attacks in Israel or while held hostage. It therefore could not reach conclusions on the scope or scale of the 
violence. It has concluded that members of Hamas or its military wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades, committed 
sexual violence against hostages in captivity, based on credible indications of their responsibility in several 
cases. It also documented evidence that Palestinian Islamic Jihad committed sexual violence in the case of 
one hostage. However, in other cases where Amnesty International documented evidence of sexual violence 
against hostages in captivity and during the 7 October 2023 attacks, it could not determine the affiliation of 
the perpetrators. In most cases, it also could not determine whether the perpetrators were fighters or 
unaffiliated civilians. 

Amnesty International collected evidence that indicated that rape was likely committed as part of the 7 
October 2023 attacks. This included the testimonies of one person who told the organization he was raped 
and of a therapist who told the organization she provided intensive treatment to three other survivors of rape. 
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UN entities also reported finding evidence of rape during the attacks and against at least one hostage. 
Nonetheless, Amnesty International did not consider that it had collected enough evidence to definitively 
conclude that rape, as opposed to sexual assault more broadly, was committed. 

OTHER INHUMANE ACTS 
Through subjecting civilian hostages, as well as captured soldiers held as hostages, to inhuman conditions, 
including denial of adequate food and medical care, during their unlawful imprisonment, Hamas and 
possibly other Palestinian armed groups inflicted on them great suffering, or serious injury to body or to 
mental or physical health. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Despite the scale and gravity of the violations committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against 
hostages, accountability has remained elusive. 

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have generally failed to carry out investigations into crimes 
committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against hostages. G`l`r­r onkhshb`k `r vdkk `r lhkhs`qx
leadership have failed to publicly recognize or condemn crimes committed and blamed wrongful acts on 
unaffiliated Palestinians from Gaza. They have even boasted about some acts that amount to crimes, such 
as the firing of unguided rockets into Israel. 

Amnesty International is aware of one instance in which the Al-Qassam Brigades announced they had 
carried out an investigation into the killing of a hostage in Gaza. However, they issued few details about it. 

G`l`r g`r bk`hldc sg`s+ enkknvhmf sgd dmc ne sgd bnmekhbs+ hs vhkk knnj hmsn `kkdf`shnmr ne `mx ®sq`mrfqdrrhnmr¯
sg`s lhfgs g`ud addm odqodsq`sdc ctqhmf hs `mc vhkk drs`akhrg ®`bbntms`ahkhsx ldbg`mhrlr¯ sn `ccqdrr sgdl-
However, it failed to take such measures in the aftermath of previous Israeli offensives. 

The authorities of the State of Palestine have also failed to take steps to investigate or bring perpetrators to 
justice. While President Mahmoud Abbas has called for the release of hostages and condemned the killing of 
civilians, Amnesty International is not aware of any recognition or condemnation by him or any other senior 
leader of the State of Palestine of the scope and scale of violations committed by Palestinian armed groups. 

The Israeli authorities have taken steps to investigate the crimes committed by Palestinian assailants during 
the 7 October 2023 attacks, but crucial evidence was not collected. In many cases, in the rush to collect the 
bodies of people killed, the crime scenes were not effectively secured, bodies were moved by civilian 
volunteers before any documentation could occur, and information about the location and circumstances of 
the deaths was not recorded. While the Israeli authorities focused on the identification of the dead and timely 
burial, forensic examinations were limited and autopsies were not always carried out. In some cases, this has 
meant that family members of victims have been left without information about how their loved ones died. 

Feminist groups have raised concerns regarding the shortcomings in the investigation and prosecution of 
gender-based violence crimes at all stages of the process. They include the lack of evidence collection and 
inadequate training for first responders in identifying signs of sexual violence in bodies. Sgd Hrq`dk Vnldm­r
Network and Women and War Collective bqhshbhydc sgd fnudqmldms enq oqhnqhshyhmf sgd ®`ooqnoqh`shnm ne BQRU
[conflict-related sexual violence] crimes in service of national advocacy aims [which] diverted resources from 
deenqsr sn hmudrshf`sd `mc oqnrdbtsd sgd odqodsq`snqr `mc rdbtqd sgd qdstqm ne sgd gnrs`fdr-¯ 

As of August 2025, Israeli authorities were reportedly detaining at least 200 Palestinians in detention 
accused of crimes committed during the attacks, but had not charged or brought any to trial. No decision 
had been made as to which legal system ± civilian or military ± the accused would be tried in or what the 
charges would be. They have not been able to receive visits by the ICRC. Amnesty International is also 
concerned about reports that Palestinians detained in Israel in connection with crimes committed during the 
7 October 2023 attacks have been subjected to torture and other ill-treatment. This would be a serious 
violation of the rights of those detained and undermine the possibility of a fair trial and ensuring truth, justice 
and reparation for the victims, survivors and their families. 

International mechanisms have also faced obstacles. The UN Commission of Inquiry and other bodies have 
been denied access to sites in Israel and cooperation from Israeli authorities. Despite these challenges, the 
UN Commission of Inquiry documented extensive evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed by Palestinian armed groups. 
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The Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC confirmed that an investigation it had opened before October 2023 
into the situation in the State of Palestine was ongoing and included the escalation of violence and hostilities 
since 7 October 2023. It sought ± and in one case the Pre-Trial Chamber issued ± arrest warrants for senior 
Hamas leaders on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, but these individuals have all been 
killed in Israeli attacks. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Through its research findings and legal analysis, Amnesty International has concluded that Palestinian 
armed groups committed violations of international humanitarian law, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity during their attacks in southern Israel that started on 7 October 2023 and continued to commit 
violations and crimes under international law in their holding and mistreatment of hostages and the 
withholding of bodies seized. It considers that Hamas, including its military wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades, 
was chiefly responsible for these violations and crimes. Other Palestinian armed groups, notably Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad, including its military wing, the Al-Quds Brigades, and the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ enqldqkx
the military wing of the Fatah political movement, were responsible to a lesser extent, as were unaffiliated 
Palestinian civilians from Gaza in some instances. 

In light of these conclusions, Amnesty International makes a number of recommendations to secure justice 
and reparation for victims and survivors of crimes committed. Amnesty International has presented its 
recommendations in relation to the genocide and other crimes under international law committed by Israel in 
Gaza, specifically, and in Israel and the OPT, more generally, in other publications. 

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups must unconditionally return the body of Ran Gvili, seized from 
Israel on 7 October 2023, as soon as it is located. They should seek international assistance if needed to 
locate it. They must investigate serious violations of international humanitarian law, including crimes under 
international law, committed by their forces during the 7 October 2023 attacks and since, including with 
respect to hostages. They must publicly acknowledge, denounce and halt the serious violations of 
international humanitarian law, including crimes under international law, that have been and continue to be 
perpetrated, and commit to non-repetition of such violations. Amnesty International also calls on Hamas, as 
the de facto authority in Gaza, to ensure that all those responsible for serious violations of international 
humanitarian law and crimes under international law committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and 
since then, including with respect to hostages, are brought to justice in fair proceedings conducted by an 
independent and impartial judicial mechanism. 

Amnesty International calls on the Israeli authorities to end violations of international law against Palestinians 
in the OPT and Palestinian citizens of Israel. The authorities should continue criminal investigations into the 
7 October 2023 attacks, hostage-taking and seizure and holding of bodies. Where there is sufficient 
admissible evidence, the authorities must bring those reasonably suspected of responsibility for crimes 
under international law to justice. The accused should be tried in civilian courts, in open proceedings that 
respect international human rights law and do not apply the death penalty. The Israeli authorities should take 
a survivor-centred approach to pursuing justice and accountability. 

Israel, Hamas ± as the de facto authority in Gaza ± and the authorities of the State of Palestine should all 
engage with, cooperate fully with and provide access to all international justice institutions and UN human 
rights mechanisms investigating or monitoring violations of international law in Israel and the OPT, including 
the ICC, the UN Commission of Inquiry, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Palestinian Territory Occupied Since 1967. 
All parties should share with these international justice institutions and UN human rights mechanisms all 
evidence they have collected that is relevant to the investigation of such violations, including those 
committed by Palestinian armed groups, for the purpose of pursuing accountability and redress. 
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2. SCOPE AND 
METHODOLOGY 

2.1 SCOPE 
This report focuses on the attacks that Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups carried out in southern 
Israel starting on 7 October 2023 and their treatment, over the following months, of Israeli and other civilians 
and Israeli soldiers, whom they took into captivity on that day from southern Israel and held in the occupied 
Gaza Strip (Gaza). It also covers rocket and mortar fire from Gaza into Israel on 7 October 2023 and in the 
months that followed. It assesses the actions of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups within the 
framework of international humanitarian law. It also seeks to establish whether there is sufficient evidence to 
support a conclusion that the conduct of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups amounts to crimes 
under international law and to identify crimes that were committed. The report covers the period from 7 
October 2023 until 4 December 2025. 

This report does not cover the policies and actions that the Israeli authorities adopted and took against 
Palestinians in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT), including Gaza, following the 7 October 
2023 attacks. Amnesty International has pqdrdmsdc hsr dwsdmrhud ehmchmfr `mc `m`kxrhr nm Hrq`dk­r fq`ud
violations and crimes under international law against Palestinians in other outputs, including in a report 
concluding that Israel has committed genocide against Palestinians in Gaza.1 Consequently, this report does 
mns `ccqdrr hm cds`hk bnmbdqmr qdk`sdc sn Hrq`dk­r `qqdrs `mc cdsdmshnm ne O`kdrshmh`mr `bbtrdc ne hmunkudldms
in the 7 October 2023 attacks, including due process concerns, torture and other ill-treatment and enforced 
disappearance, except insofar as they are relevant for an analysis of the investigations carried out by the 
Israeli authorities into those attacks. 

The report also does not cover repressive measures taken by the Hamas authorities against Palestinians in 
Gaza or military actions by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in the context of armed hostilities that 
endangered the lives of Palestinian civilians.2 

2.2 METHODOLOGY 
Amnesty International began its investigation into the actions of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups 
in the days immediately following 7 October 2023, initially conducting remote research and interviewing 
families of hostages over the phone. The organization conducted visits to affected communities and started 
speaking to survivors and witnesses from March 2024. It completed the bulk of the research for this report in 
mid-2025, but made updates to the text until 4 December 2025 to reflect later developments. 

 
1 Rdd Bg`osdq 2 ®A`bjfqntmc¯ enq cds`hkr- 
2 Rdd Bg`osdq 2 ®A`bjfqntmc¯ enq qdedqdmbdr snAmnesty International­r cnbtldms`shnm ne rtbg bnmbdqmr- 
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2.2.1 SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
Amnesty International interviewed 70 people, some of them on more than one occasion, for this report. It 
conducted interviews with: 17 people who survived the 7 October 2023 attacks; seven people who were 
either searching for their loved ones after the attacks or collecting or receiving bodies of people killed; nine 
family members of individuals who were killed in the attacks or taken into captivity; seven medical 
professionals or therapists who treated people affected by the attacks, including a psychiatrist who treated 
people after their release from captivity; two forensic experts who were involved in examining bodies of 
people killed; 25 other professionals, including lawyers representing survivors, journalists involved in 
investigating the attacks and the treatment of hostages or following Israeli investigations, researchers and 
other representatives of NGOs in Israel, and academics; and three investigators or researchers from UN 
entities or international NGOs. Two other individuals ± both first responders ± sent information to Amnesty 
International, including one who said he was doing military service and preferred a written exchange, and a 
military reservist who said she did not receive permission from her unit commander to do an interview, but 
shared her written testimony. Another individual, a survivor of an attack on a kibbutz, confirmed to Amnesty 
International a detailed account of her experience that she had provided to the media, but preferred not to 
be interviewed. 

The 17 people interviewed who survived the attacks include: 12 survivors of the attacks on kibbutzim or 
moshavim (10 who were living there and two who were working or visiting there),3 two survivors of the attack 
on the Nova festival, two survivors of the attack on the city of Ofakim and one survivor of the attack on the 
city of Sderot. Three of the survivors of attacks on kibbutzim who were interviewed were taken hostage and 
held in Gaza. Of the survivors, 14 are Jewish Israel citizens, one is a Bedouin citizen of Israel and two are 
nationals of other countries who were working in Israel.  

Amnesty International carried out many of the interviews in person in Israel and the rest remotely. The 
interviews were generally carried out in Hebrew or English, depending on the preference of the interviewee. 
Amnesty International visited some of the areas affected by the 7 October 2023 attacks from March 2024, 
hmbktchmf sgd Mnu` edrshu`k rhsd `mc Qn`c 121+ sgd jhaatsyhl ne Ad­dqh `mc Qd­hl `mc sgd bhsx ne Ne`jhl. 

Amnesty International reviewed 354 open-source videos and photographs of scenes from the 7 October 
2023 attacks and of people held in captivity in Gaza. They had been posted on various social media 
platforms, including the official accounts or channels of armed groups, and/or published in Israeli, 
Palestinian or other media outlets. These videos and photographs originated from several sources, including:  

¶ Body-worn cameras used by assailants during the attacks, some of which were removed by third 
parties, including Israeli authorities, from the bodies of assailants who had been killed. Some of the 
videos from these cameras were posted online by those third parties, while others were posted online 
by Palestinian armed groups. 

¶ The cameras of mobile phones belonging to victims and survivors of the attacks. In some cases, 
victims and survivors documented events with videos and photographs as they unfolded. In others, 
assailants took the mobile phones of people they were attacking and used them to record acts of 
uhnkdmbd+ rtardptdmskx tokn`chmf sgdrd uhcdnr sn sgd uhbshlr­ rnbh`k ldch` `bbntmsr- 

¶ The cameras of first responders to the attacks. Some of them took videos and photographs 
documenting the aftermath of the attacks, including damaged or destroyed homes and bodies of 
those killed, and then shared them on social media or directly with Amnesty International.  

¶ Closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras providing security for homes and communities and 
dashboard cameras in vehicles. These also captured scenes during the attacks, providing additional 
perspectives on the events. Often, footage from these cameras is timestamped. Some extracts from 
this footage were later shared on social media. 

¶ The cameras of Palestinians in Gaza. Some filmed the arrival of Israeli and other nationals being 
taken into captivity in Gaza and posted the videos on social media channels. 

In addition to open-source videos and photographs, Amnesty International received and analysed several 
dozen images directly from survivors of the 7 October 2023 attacks and first responders. 

As part of the interviews it conducted, the organization consulted two independent forensic pathologists and 
benefited from their expertise in analysing over 45 images.  

 
3 Kibbutzim and moshavim are village-like communities where residents live and work communally to different extents. 
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Amnesty International carried out an extensive search and analysis of statements by representatives of 
Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in relation to the 7 October 2023 attacks, rocket and mortar fire 
into Israel and the treatment of individuals held captive in Gaza. As part of this, the organization analysed 
over 25 statements by representatives of the Izz al-Din Al-Qassam (Al-Qassam) Brigades, the military wing of 
Hamas, other members of the Hamas leadership, and a more limited number of statements by leaders of 
other armed groups. Where relevant, these statements are referred to in this report. 

Amnesty International monitored media reporting relating to the 7 October 2023 attacks and the treatment of 
individuals held captive in Gaza, as well as critiques of some of these accounts. In some instances, where 
Amnesty International considered there were gaps in the evidence it was able to collect, it has quoted what 
individuals said in the media or in public forums, such as UN meetings. It has done so only after it sought to 
speak to the individual but was not granted an interview or was not able to reach them (or when it came to 
survivors of the attacks or their family members, if it had information indicating that requesting an interview 
would be unwelcome), and when the individual is recorded or quoted speaking at length and in detail.  

In many of these cases, Amnesty International was able to corroborate at least parts of their testimony with 
other information it had collected. Amnesty International has not referenced media reports in which 
individuals made statements that it knew or suspected to be factually incorrect. It exercised due diligence to 
check there was no information in the public domain that might legitimately challenge the veracity of any 
rtbg hmchuhct`k­r `bbntms nq rtffdrs sgdx mn knmfdq rsnnc ax sgdhq hmhsh`k `bbntms nqhow it was broadcast.  

Amnesty International also relied in some instances on individuals identifying themselves or family members 
in the media as the victim or survivor in some of the visual evidence it analysed. In almost all of these 
instances, Amnesty International has also been able to complement this with their own comparison of 
images of the individual with those in the visual evidence under analysis.  

Amnesty International reviewed an extensive set of other documentary evidence, including reports, 
statements and other documents issued by: G`l`r+ mns`akx ®Ntq M`qq`shud--- Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯:4 the 
Israeli authorities and military; Israeli and Palestinian NGOs; international human rights organizations, such 
as Human Rights Watch; UN entities, in particular the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel (UN Commission of Inquiry) and the 
Office of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict; and the 
Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC). It considered carefully the methodologies 
employed by these entities and the limitations expressed about their findings. It also consulted a range of 
reports by Israeli and other media outlets that have investigated the 7 October 2023 attacks and the situation 
of hostages. 

2.2.2 ETHICAL AND SURVIVOR-CENTRED APPROACH 
Amnesty International sought to prioritize the well-being of victims and survivors of the attacks and their 
families while conducting interviews and while presenting evidence in this report. In many cases, Amnesty 
International had multiple conversations with survivors and family members of victims of the attacks, 
including an initial conversation to explain its research, what sort of questions researchers would like to ask 
them and what it would do with the information. After an initial discussion, several people declined to speak 
to the organization, for reasons discussed below. In these cases, since they did not give consent, Amnesty 
International did not consider that it had conducted an interview with them, meaning they are not counted in 
the number of interviewees mentioned above, and any information they shared during these conversations is 
not included in this report.  

Amnesty International has withheld the identity of some interviewees to whom it refers in the report. It gave 
interviewees the choice of whether they wished to be identified or not and has respected the decisions by 
interviewees who preferred to keep their identity confidential. Interviewees had multiple reasons for 
requesting this. Some judged that the appearance of their names in an Amnesty International report would, 
in a context of distrust of international organizations, have negative repercussions for them within their 
communities or within their workplaces. Among them were state employees who were concerned that 
sharing their accounts without the permission of their employers might create problems for them. At least 
one did nos v`ms sgd uhbshl­r bghkcqdm sn rdd sgd cds`hkr ne sgdhq o`qdms­r cd`sg hm ` qdonqs- @lmdrsx
International has chosen to withhold the names of several other individuals who did not provide explicit 
consent to be named. 

 
4 G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®Ntq M`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯+ 10 I`mt`qx 1/13+ `u`hk`akd `shttps://www.palestinechronicle.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/01/PDF.pdf 

https://www.palestinechronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PDF.pdf
https://www.palestinechronicle.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PDF.pdf
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Many of the people Amnesty International spoke to were concerned about how they would be represented if 
they were quoted in the report or that such quotations might lead to sensitive information being disclosed, 
particularly if it contained information about people still being held hostage in Gaza. In these cases, the 
organization committed to interviewees that it would share a draft of the text of their testimony before 
publication and has only published text when they provided explicit consent to its use. 

Many of the photographs and videos that Amnesty International reviewed and has referenced in this report 
are publicly available. Where the organization considered it ethical to do so, it has provided the public web 
address where the photographs and videos appear for the sake of transparency and to facilitate access to 
potential evidence. However, Amnesty International has refrained from including such web addresses where 
the image or images showed victims of the attacks who could be identified. This is because these images 
vdqd s`jdm vhsgnts sgd uhbshlr­ bnmrdms+ hm rnld hmrs`mbdr vhsg sgd `oo`qdms hmsdmshnm sn gtlhkh`sd sgd
victim or spread fear. While some families of victims have taken the position that it is important for people to 
see the images of abuse or killings of their loved ones so the truth be known, others have expressed horror 
and sadness about the distribution of these images.5 As Amnesty International was not in a position to 
confirm with most victims or family members if they consented to images featuring abuses against them or 
their loved ones being further disseminated, it has withheld web addresses containing these images. 
Mdudqsgdkdrr+ hm `m deenqs sn a`k`mbd hsr bnllhsldms sn ansg sq`mro`qdmbx `mc uhbshlr­ chfmhsx+ hs g`r
referenced where the images were found, having made every effort to identify the original source or the first 
available online post. 

2.2.3 VERIFICATION, CORROBORATION AND ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE 
Although some accounts about the 7 October 2023 attacks that were reported in the media and widely 
circulated have since been proven false, Amnesty International was able to verify and corroborate a 
substantial amount of the evidence it received. It verified open-source videos and photographs. It examined 
the credibility and reliability of all the individuals whose testimonies it obtained directly or indirectly. It used 
information from interviews to contextualize and cross-check that in videos and photographs and, likewise, 
corroborated some information from interviews on the basis of videos and photographs. 

Amnesty International examined alternative conflicting narratives about the events of 7 October 2023. In 
particular, it looked at public claims made by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups and engaged with 
their narratives, as well as seeking their response to its findings.6 It has reflected this engagement in the text. 

Amnesty International was able to verify 230 of the videos and photographs it collected. The organization 
uses a range of discovery, collection, organization, preservation, digital analysis and verification methods.  

In accordance with its standard methodology, the organization began its research process with the discovery 
and collection of relevant visual content. The organization conducted extensive online searches on social 
media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Telegram, TikTok, X and YouTube. Palestinian armed groups 
used their official channels on Telegram to post videos, photographs and statements, as did first responders 
and others. The organization made every effort to find and reference the original source of a video or 
photograph by tracing where it was first posted. In many cases in this report, it has referenced the original 
source. In other cases, where the original source was no longer available at the time of the research, it has 
referenced the first source it could find in which the video or photograph was posted.  

The organization then organized, catalogued and preserved all evidence, both for immediate research and 
for future accountability and justice mechanisms. All videos and photographs referenced in this report are 
available upon request. After this, the organization subjected each video and photograph to a series of 
verification procedures.  

As a preliminary step, it used reverse image and video search tools to determine whether the material had 
appeared online before 7 October 2023 and whether it could be misattributed or linked to other contexts. All 
of the videos and photographs referenced in this report were first posted on or after 7 October 2023.  

 
5 For example, on the one hand, the father of Shani Louk, a woman who was killed during the 7 October 2023 attacks, is reported to have 
said that it was good that a photograph of her body being transported in Gaza by fighters on a truck had won a prize because it would 
oqnuhcd ` k`rshmf qdbnqc ne sgd dudms- Xmds+ ®@O ognsnfq`ogdq vgn snnj ohbstqdr ne Nbs- 6 l`rr`bqd vhmr oqdrshfhntr ognsnfq`ogx `v`qc¯+
27 March 2024, https://www.ynetnews.com/culture/article/s1q11211z1c; on the other hand, the father of Joshua Mollel, a Tanzanian 
national who was killed during the attacks, is reported to have said he wished the videos of his son being killed would be deleted from social 
ldch` `mc sg`s mn nmd vntkc v`sbg sgdl- G``qdsy+ ®@ S`my`mh`m e`sgdq intqmdxr sn Hrq`dk sn rddj `mrvdqr enq ghr rnm­r jhkkhmf nm Nbs- 6¯+ 0
January 2024, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-01-01/ty-article-magazine/.premium/a-tanzanian-father-journeys-to-israel-to-
seek-answers-for-his-sons-killing-on-oct-7/0000018c-c516-d4e1-ad8f-fdb7243a0000 
6 Rdd rdbshnm 1-1-6 ®Dmf`fdldms vhsg G`l`r `mc Hrq`dkh `tsgnqhshdr¯- 

https://www.ynetnews.com/culture/article/s1q11211z1c
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-01-01/ty-article-magazine/.premium/a-tanzanian-father-journeys-to-israel-to-seek-answers-for-his-sons-killing-on-oct-7/0000018c-c516-d4e1-ad8f-fdb7243a0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-01-01/ty-article-magazine/.premium/a-tanzanian-father-journeys-to-israel-to-seek-answers-for-his-sons-killing-on-oct-7/0000018c-c516-d4e1-ad8f-fdb7243a0000
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It then sought to determine where a video or photograph had been taken, a verification procedure known as 
geolocation. It did so by cross-referencing the footage with satellite imagery, ground-level photography and 
other publicly available information. It looked at any landmarks, terrain, building architecture, street signs or 
trees that were visible and checked if they matched street views or other photographs from a known location. 
In most cases, it was able to geolocate the videos and photographs referenced in this report. Where this was 
not possible, Amnesty International has noted in the text that it could not independently determine where the 
video or photograph was taken.  

Amnesty International also sought to determine when a video was taken, a verification procedure known as 
chrono-location. For this report, where many events took place over the course of 48 hours, the organization 
made every effort to verify the sequence of events as documented by the available digital evidence. They 
noted any timestamps on the video or photograph and, where visible, analysed the position of the sun and 
measured angles of shadows from objects in the images. In some cases in this report, the organization was 
able to establish the specific time at which a video or photograph was taken, particularly when a video 
contained a timestamp that could be confirmed by shadow analysis. In other cases, it was able to estimate 
the time, based on analysis of the position of the sun and shadows. In still other cases, the quality of the 
video or photograph did not allow for an estimate of the time. Amnesty International has noted these 
conclusions in the text. 

The organization also conducted content analysis of videos and photographs. This is critical for establishing 
the context and actors involved in such evidence. It examined details relating to assailants such as the type 
of clothing they wore, including military-style trousers and tops, headbands and other items bearing insignia, 
and the type of weapons they used or carried, as well as analysing the languages, dialects and accents in 
which they spoke.7 The organization also contextualized and cross-checked videos and photographs with 
information from interviews. 

2.2.4 ATTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY 
Amnesty International sought, wherever possible, to identify the affiliation, if any, of those committing acts 
documented in this report.  

In some cases, it was able to identify people as belonging to a named armed group or, more specifically, an 
`qldc fqnto­r lhkhs`qx vhmf- Hs chc rn vgdm hs `rrdrrdc+ hm uhcdnr nq ognsnfq`ogr hs g`c udqhehdc+ sg`s sgd
individuals concerned were wearing clothing consistent with that worn by fighters of armed groups (for 
example, green, khaki or camouflage-coloured military-style clothing and tactical vests) and that additional 
visual clues indicated affiliation to a specific group. It primarily used the following visual clues to attribute 
responsibility to specific armed groups: 

¶ the Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas: green or white headbands bearing the Arabic 
name of the group in, respectively, white or green and related insignia; 

¶ the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad: black headbands bearing the 
Arabic name of the group in yellow and related insignia; 

¶ the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ enqldqkx sgd lhkhs`qx vhmf ne sgd E`s`g onkhshb`k lnudldms9 xdkknv nq
white headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in black and related insignia; 

¶ the Martyr Abu Ali Mustapha Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine: red headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in white and related insignia; 

¶ the National Resistance Brigades or Omar Al-Qasem Forces, the military wing of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine: red headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in white 
and related insignia. 

In many cases, members of the armed groups or their accomplices were carrying weapons, such as rifles or 
rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs). 

In some cases, other visual clues were available, such as the fact that the fighters were seen in footage 
bearing the logo of the military wing of a specific armed group. However, Amnesty International did not rely 
on this element alone in attributing affiliation. 

 
7 Rdd rdbshnm 1-1-3 ®@ssqhatshnm ne qdronmrhahkhsx¯- 
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These two video stills show examples of assailants whom Amnesty International identified as fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. Both fighters are 
wearing military-style clothing. The fighter in the first still (on the left) is carrying a rifle. He is wearing a green headband bearing the Arabic name of the Al-
Qassam Brigades in white and related insignia on it (this is clearer in the video). The video also bears a logo related to thd fqnto qd`chmf ®qdrhrs`mbd
qdunktshnm¯- Sgd ehfgsdq hm sgd enqdfqntmc ne she second still (on the right) wears a tactical vest with a patch displaying the Palestinian flag. He is wearing a 
white headband bearing the Arabic name of the Al-Qassam Brigades in green and related writing on it (this is clearer in the video). In the background are 
other armed fighters, including one fighter with a visible green headband bearing markings in white. 

 

  

  
These two video stills show examples of where Amnesty International identified the presence of specific Palestinian armed groups in attacks on particular 
locations. The presence of the Al-Quds Brigades at a military base is identifiable in the first still (on the left) on the basis of the black headband left on the 
vehicle visible in the image. The headband bears the Arabic name of the group in yellow, as well as related insignia. The still bears the logo of the Military 
Media of the Al-Quds Brigades. The presence of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr hr hcdmsheh`akd hm sgd rdbnmc rshkk 'nm sgd qhfgs( nm sgd a`rhr ne sgd xdkknv
headband bearing the Arabic name of the group in black, as well as related insignia. The video bears the logo of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhgades, although it is 
not visible in this still. 

 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k g`r qdedqqdc sn odnokd `r ®ehfgsdqr¯ vgdqd sgdx `qd rddm hm hl`fdr nq qdonqsdc hm
testimony to be wearing clothing consistent with that worn by fighters of Palestinian armed groups (for 
example, green, khaki or camouflage-coloured military-style clothing and tactical vests), but where there are 
no indicators of affiliation to a specific armed group. Amnesty International has referred to these individuals 
`r ®O`kdrshmh`m ehfgsdqr¯ vgdm ` O`kdrshmh`m ek`f hr uhrhakd nm sgdhq bknsghmf nqwhen they are heard speaking 
hm sgd O`kdrshmh`m ch`kdbs ne @q`ahb- Hm lnrs b`rdr+ sgdrd ®ehfgsdqr¯ nq ®O`kdrshmh`m ehfgsdqr¯ vdqd
accompanied by others in similar clothing, were carrying weapons such as rifles or RPGs and/or were with 



 

TARGETING CIVILIANS  
MURDER, HOSTAGE-TAKING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS BY PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA  

Amnesty International 27 

others carrying such weapons. In some cases, interviewees told Amnesty International they observed a 
command relationship between fighters in the same group, whereby one individual in the group gave orders 
that others appeared to implement.  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k g`r qdedqqdc sn `rr`hk`msr vd`qhmf bhuhkh`m bknsghmf rhlokx `r sg`s '®`rr`hk`msr hm bhuhkh`m
bknsghmf¯(+ tmkdrr sgdx vdqd b`qqxhmf vd`onmr+ hm vghbg b`rd sgdx `qd qdedqqdc sn `r®̀ qldc ldm¯ '@lmdrsx
International did not see any images of women carrying weapons). In either case, the assailants may have 
been either civilians unaffiliated to an armed group, even if they had a weapon, or members of Palestinian 
armed groups not wearing military-style clothing. Without further information, Amnesty International was 
unable to make a clear determination.  

In several instances where Amnesty International documented abuses, the perpetrators could not be seen in 
enough detail to determine their likely affiliation, if any. In other instances, bad quality footage, distance from 
the camera or intentional blurring of images when released by Palestinian armed groups meant that any 
markers of affiliation, if worn, were not visible. Several people with whom researchers spoke did not 
remember enough details to allow Amnesty International to determine the affiliation, if any, of the assailants 
referred to.  

With regard to the holding and treatment of hostages, Amnesty International relied on several sources to 
identify the affiliation of individuals responsible for documented acts. This included videos released by 
armed groups showing persons in captivity and statements by armed groups on this subject. It also 
considered statements by returned hostages. Many identified the affiliation of those who seized or held them 
through interactions with their captors. For example, one returned hostage told Amnesty International that 
the people holding her were members of Hamas based on her conversations with her guards, who described 
why they joined Hamas and their role in the organization. 

2.2.5 INVESTIGATING SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
In seeking to collect information on sexual violence from a broad range of sources, Amnesty International 
worked in line with guidance set out in the International Protocol on Documenting Sexual Violence in Conflict 
and the Global Code of Conduct for Gathering and Using Information About Systematic and Conflict-Related 
Sexual Violence (Murad Code), which sets out a survivor-centred approach to documenting sexual violence.8 
Both recognize the value of testimony by first responders, medical professionals and therapists, among 
others, in sexual violence investigations, or in relying on pre-existing statements made by survivors where 
possible as an alternative to re-interviewing them.9 

Following reports of sexual violence perpetrated during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against hostages, 
Amnesty International dedicated significant time, resources and expertise to seek to speak to relevant 
sources and collect information about sexual violence. It sought information about sexual violence when 
speaking to all victims, survivors, witnesses, first responders and medical and legal professionals about the 7 
October 2023 attacks or treatment of hostages. It also made at least 20 requests, directly or through 
intermediaries, to speak to named individuals who were believed to have information about sexual violence 
because, for example, they had spoken to the media or were referenced in reports by Israeli civil society 
groups as survivors or witnesses of sexual violence or had reportedly seen bodies with signs indicating sexual 
violence or treated survivors of such violence. It also spoke to 20 Israeli feminist academics and activists, 
lawyers, NGO officials, service providers, journalists and film-makers for information about sexual violence 
and/or to request connections to individuals with first-hand information about sexual violence and sought but 
was unable to speak to five others. 

 
8 International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict, 2nd edition, March 2017, 
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/report/international-protocol-on-the-documentation-and-
investigation-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf; and Global Code of Conduct for Gathering and 
Using Information About Systematic and Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (Murad Code), 13 April 2022, 
https://www.muradcode.com/murad-code 
9 The International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict sets out the variety of 
witnesses who can have information about sexual violence that is relevant for investigation and analysis, including survivors of 
sexual violence, direct witnesses, service providers and relief workers who witnessed or have knowledge of the attacks through, for 
example, treating the victim after the incident. It also refers to doctors, nurses, counsellors and local leaders as possible pattern witnesses. 
International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict (previously cited), p. 147. 
Sgd Ltq`c Bncd rs`sdr9 ®Vd qdbnfmhrd sg`s ehmchmf `ksdqm`shud rntqbdr Zsn hmsdquhdvhmf rtquhunqr sgdlrdkudr\ qdlnudr sgd onsdntial risks to 
survivors, those around them and to ourselves, of gathering such information directly from survivors, takes the pressure off survivors and 
oqnuhcdr lnqd ro`bd enq sgdl sn bgnnrd sn o`qshbho`sd nq mns-¯ Ltq`c Bncd 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(+ Oqhmbhokd 3-2- 
The Murad Code also encourages individuals gathering information on sexual violence to consider alternatives to gathering 
information directly from survivors, including using prior statements as an option or as an alternative to re-interviewing them. 
Murad Code (previously cited), Principle 4.8. 

https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/report/international-protocol-on-the-documentation-and-investigation-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/report/international-protocol-on-the-documentation-and-investigation-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/International_Protocol_2017_2nd_Edition.pdf
https://www.muradcode.com/murad-code
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Amnesty International spoke to one individual who said they were subjected to sexual violence during the 
attacks, six professionals who said they provided services to victims and witnesses of sexual violence and six 
other people who said they saw bodies they thought may have been subjected to sexual violence. It has 
presented all of these accounts in this report, except in three cases where the witness reported seeing 
bodies because it found the account not to be credible or reliable. Other people it sought to interview did not 
agree to speak to the organization or could not be reached. Amnesty International reviewed recordings of 
statements made in the public domain by people describing being subjected to sexual violence during the 7 
October 2023 attacks or while held hostage, and, in two cases, reviewed references in the media to named 
therapists or medical professionals reported to have said the survivor had previously disclosed the sexual 
violence to them. 

Amnesty International also scrutinized all of the videos and photographs it collected for signs of sexual 
violence. It received and reviewed some 20 images that were specifically identified by people it spoke to as 
indicating, or possibly indicating, sexual violence. It considered multiple factors in assessing whether those 
images indeed indicated that they might have been subjected to sexual violence. It considered the location 
and time at which images of the body were recorded and reviewed other available images to judge if the 
body had likely been moved. It also discussed all of these images with one or two independent forensic 
pathologists. In most cases, it concluded that the image did not have evidential value, for reasons set out 
below, and in such cases, it has not referenced the image in the report.  

As mentioned below, Amnesty International sought information from the Israeli government and military on 
its investigations into the attacks of 7 October 2023, including information on any physical evidence that was 
collected. It did not receive responses to its requests. It also tried, but was unable, to obtain any information 
about the legal status and access to legal counsel of the three Palestinian detainees who were recorded as 
®bnmedrrhmf¯ sn bnllhsshmf q`od ctqhmf sgd 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 `ss`bjr-  

2.2.6 CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS 
Amnesty International faced numerous challenges to its investigation into the attacks of 7 October 2023 and 
the treatment of people taken hostage, many of which were also reported by other organizations carrying out 
human rights investigations on the same issues. 

GENERAL CHALLENGES 
Many of the victims of the actions of Palestinian armed groups within the scope of this report were killed and 
therefore cannot bear witness to what happened to them. Many surviving victims, witnesses, first 
responders, experts and others declined to speak to Amnesty International. The majority of victims and 
witnesses whom Amnesty International requested to interview (at least 45) declined to speak to the 
organization. This included people contacted directly or through intermediaries. Lawyers, NGO officials and 
others in direct contact with survivors and witnesses often declined to introduce Amnesty International to 
their clients or advised their clients against speaking to the organization. Where survivors and witnesses did 
agree to speak to Amnesty International, they often chose not to connect researchers to other people they 
knew who had relevant information, as they feared these people would not appreciate the request.  

The reasons given as to why victims, survivors and witnesses did not want to speak to Amnesty International 
were various. Some said they were experiencing ongoing trauma or, conversely, as time passed, wanted to 
be able to move on from their trauma and rebuild their lives. Some had already spoken to the media multiple 
times and did not wish to repeat their account again; some specifically requested that Amnesty International 
review information they had already shared in the public domain. Some expressed distrust of international 
human rights organizations. Some former hostages still had loved ones held hostage at the time Amnesty 
International approached them and were afraid that anything they said could put their loved ones at risk. 
They described an impossible process of trying to weigh the benefits and risks of speaking to an international 
organization. Some former hostages were also hesitant to speak in case they inadvertently shared sensitive 
security information.  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r hmudrshf`shnm v`r etqsgdq bg`kkdmfdc ax sgd e`bs sg`s sgd Hrq`dkh `tsgnqhshdr bnkkdbsdc
limited forensic evidence after the attacks,10 and refused to share the information they did have or to give 
state employees authorization to speak to Amnesty International researchers. While the bodies of deceased 
hostages returned to Israel were given a forensic examination, Amnesty International was unable to obtain 
copies of the resulting reports. In some cases, family members preferred not to share them. In other cases, 
Amnesty International was unable to reach the families concerned. Forensic experts could not provide the 

 
10 Rdd Bg`osdq 8 ®Hmudrshf`shnmr¯ enq cds`hkr- 
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reports without the consent of the families. In any case, the bodies were generally of individuals who had 
been deceased for many months and forensic experts consulted by Amnesty International indicated that the 
elapse of time limited the forensic information they were able to obtain.  

As noted in detail below, Amnesty International sought but did not receive the cooperation of the Israeli 
authorities and military for the purposes of this investigation. In the circumstances, it has referred to several 
reports mentioning information provided by the Israeli authorities. In relation to sexual violence in particular, 
it has referred to information documented by the Office of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, which was given access to material not shared with Amnesty 
International.11 

ADDITIONAL CHALLENGES TO INVESTIGATING SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
Amnesty International faced a number of additional challenges to its efforts to document sexual violence. 
Most people who described surviving or witnessing sexual violence to media outlets, medical professionals, 
therapists, lawyers or others, and whom Amnesty International was able to contact, declined to speak to the 
organization. The general reasons presented above for why people preferred not to speak to Amnesty 
International applied and appeared to be compounded by additional factors, including the stigma often 
associated with sexual violence and the intensity of the media coverage of reports of sexual violence on 7 
October 2023.12 Campaigning by Israeli feminist groups criticizing international bodies for failing to condemn 
sexual violence may also have exacerbated distrust of international human rights organizations on this 
issue.13  

Other sources of information or evidence were also unavailable or limited. The available visual evidence does 
not depict acts of rape being perpetrated.14 At the same time, it only captures a small fraction of the violence 
perpetrated during the attacks. While some assailants used body-worn cameras, many did not, and not all of 
the images were made publicly available. Amnesty International also considers that sexual violence, 
including rape, may be less likely to surface in visual evidence than some other abuses for multiple reasons, 
including the fact that assailants may be less inclined to film such acts. 

Other relevant visual evidence ± including photographs or videos of bodies of people killed or captured with 
signs that could indicate sexual violence because of the nature of apparent injuries, unexplained missing 
clothing and/or the position of the body ± is generally low-quality, blurred and inconclusive. Amnesty 
International consulted with independent forensic pathologists regarding the conclusions that could be 
drawn.15  

The Israeli authorities collected limited forensic evidence following the 7 October 2023 attacks.16 There are 
many conflicts globally where forensic evidence is not collected and this is not a requirement to make 
findings regarding sexual violence.17 However, the fact that the Israeli authorities collected limited such 

 
11 Rdd Bg`osdq 6 ®Ogxrhb`k+ rdwt`k `mc orxbgnknfhb`k `atrd¯- 
12 A few people said, for example, that they had already spoken to the media multiple times on this issue and did not want to give 
their account again. Amnesty International was told about some people who had reportedly been overwhelmed by requests from 
the media on this topic while they were still recovering from their own trauma from the attacks.  
13 Several people said they did not want to speak to Amnesty International due to a lack of trust in international human rights 
organizations. Israeli officials and some Israeli NGOs had criticized international organizations for not speaking out on sexual 
uhnkdmbd- Rdd Lr- L`f`yhmd+ ®@ uhnkdms cdmh`k9 Bnla`shmf rhkdmbd `qntmc G`l`r­ rdwt`k uhnkdmbd `mc oreventing future war 
bqhldr¯+ 14 L`x 1/13+https://msmagazine.com/2024/05/23/hamas-war-crimes-rape-israeli-women; Knmcnm Qduhdv ne Annjr+ ®Vg`s
sgdx chc sn ntq vnldm9 @y`cdg Ln`udmh nm rdwt`k uhnkdmbd hm v`qshld¯+ 8 L`x 1/13+https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-
paper/v46/n09/azadeh-moaveni/what-they-did-to-our-women  
14 The same conclusion was reached by the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
(SRSG-SVC), which also had access to video evidence held by some Israeli institutions. SRSG-SVC, Mission Report: Official Visit 
of the Office of the SRSG-SVC to Israel and the Occupied West Bank ± 29 January ± 14 February 2024, 4 March 2024, 
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/report/mission-report-official-visit-of-the-office-of-the-
srsg-svc-to-israel-and-the-occupied-west-bank-29-january-14-february-2024/20240304-Israel-oWB-CRSV-report.pdf, para. 74. 
15 One independent forensic pathologist consulted by Amnesty International confirmed the difficulties in making conclusions in 
relation to the images it analysed of bodies of people killed with missing or displaced clothing, or signs of injuries to the crotch. 
For example, victims may not have been fully clothed when attacked; they may have been dressed minimally while at a party or 
while sleeping just prior to the attacks. Their clothing may have been burnt away or torn during their efforts to escape. First 
responders or security forces may have displaced or removed clothing to administer emergency medical treatment or to check 
the body for booby traps. Clothing may have come loose or otherwise been disturbed if the body was moved, particularly if it was 
dragged. Blood seen in the crotch may have originated from wounds to other areas of the body, apparent knife wounds to sexual 
organs may have been caused by tangential or otherwise atypical gunshots and gunshot injuries to sexual organs may not 
necessarily result from direct targeting of these body parts. Burning apparently focused on the genital region could be explained 
by the presence of clothes acting as a wick and concentrating the fire in this area. Oral communication with Derrick Pounder, 
independent forensic pathologist, 30 August 2024. The SRSG-SVC also identified several erroneous interpretations of the state of 
bodies by some volunteer first responders. SRSG-SVC, Mission Report (previously cited), para. 47. 
16 Rdd Bg`osdq 8 ®Hmudrshf`shnmr¯ enq cds`hkr- 

17 The SRSG-SVC has noted that forensic evidence is not necessary to make findings of sexual violence. SRSG-SVC, Mission Report 
(previously cited), para. 47, fn. 12. Indeed, even where forensic evidence is collected in accordance with the highest standards, in 
peacetime contexts, sexual assaults cannot always be detected.  

https://msmagazine.com/2024/05/23/hamas-war-crimes-rape-israeli-women
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v46/n09/azadeh-moaveni/what-they-did-to-our-women
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v46/n09/azadeh-moaveni/what-they-did-to-our-women
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/report/mission-report-official-visit-of-the-office-of-the-srsg-svc-to-israel-and-the-occupied-west-bank-29-january-14-february-2024/20240304-Israel-oWB-CRSV-report.pdf
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/report/mission-report-official-visit-of-the-office-of-the-srsg-svc-to-israel-and-the-occupied-west-bank-29-january-14-february-2024/20240304-Israel-oWB-CRSV-report.pdf
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evidence following 7 October 2023 has meant that evidence that could have informed an investigation into 
rdwt`k uhnkdmbd ctqhmf sgd `ss`bjr hr mns `u`hk`akd- Sgd Hrq`dkh `tsgnqhshdr­ qdetr`k sn bnnodq`sd vhsg @lmdrsx
International also extended to and negatively affected investigations around sexual violence.18 

2.2.7 ENGAGEMENT WITH HAMAS AND ISRAELI AUTHORITIES 
Amnesty International wrote to A`rdl M`hl+ gd`c ne G`l`r­r Onkhshb`k `mc Hmsdqm`shnm`k Qdk`shnmr
Department, on 20 June 2025, setting out the findings of this report, asking for any comments on them and 
requesting responses to additional questions. It had not received a response as of 4 December 2025.  

Amnesty International also sought information and cooperation from the Israeli authorities and military for the 
purposes of this investigation. It made requests to various ministries, and wrote formally to the Israel Defense 
Enqbdr 'HCE( Ronjdrodqrnm­r Tmht on 17 July 2024,19 the Ministry of Health on 22 July 2024,20 the Israel 
Onkhbd Ronjdrodqrnm­r Tmhs nm 12 Itkx 1/13+21 and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 8 October 2024.22 The 
letters made a range of requests, including to speak to key people with information Amnesty International 
believed would help its investigation into the attacks, and to access relevant information or evidence. 
Amnesty International also sent numerous follow-up communications by email or over instant messaging 
services in relation to the letters sent. The requests were either refused or ignored, or, in one case, 
redirected to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which then did not respond. 

2.3 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Amnesty International is deeply grateful to all those who participated in, and assisted with, the research and 
provided information. In particular, it would like to thank all Israelis and other nationals who shared their 
experiences in the midst of grief and trauma or anxiety about the fate of loved ones.  

Amnesty International also extends its appreciation to consultants who have supported the gathering of 
evidence and interviews in Israel and remotely, and independent forensic pathologists who provided their 
analysis. 

 
18 In its request to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for example, on 8 October 2024, Amnesty International asked for access to the 
photographs and videos apparently shared by the Israeli authorities with the SRSG-SVC. It received no response.  
19 Dl`hk sn sgd Hrq`dk Cdedmrd Enqbdr 'HCE( Ronjdrodqrnm­r Tmhs rdms nm 06 Itkx 1/13- Hm sgd dl`hk+Amnesty International 
requested: interviews with a number of named military personnel whose testimonies relating to sexual violence appeared in the 
media; interviews with additional military personnel who witnessed injuries or evidence of injuries during the attacks or 
immediately after it; a viewing of two videos produced by the Israeli military, one showing the 7 October 2023 attacks and 
injuries to Israeli civilians, the second showing testimonies of hostages after their release; copies of documents produced by 
armed groups that participated in the 7 October 2023 attacks and were captured by the Israeli military. Despite multiple follow-
up phone calls in July and August 2024, none of the requests were granted. 
20 Letter to the Israeli Ministry of Health dated and sent by email on 22 July 2024. In the letter, Amnesty International requested 
to speak to several named individuals, including one individual who had indicated a willingness to speak to the organization if the 
requisite permissions were obtained. After follow-up communications and a subsequent narrower request to ask the Ministry of 
Health spokesperson a few specific questions to corroborate other information received, the spokesperson told Amnesty 
International on 3 September 2024 that all such correspondence had to go through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
21 Dl`hk sn sgd Hrq`dk Onkhbd Ronjdrodqrnm­r Tmhs rdms nm 12 Itkx 1/13- Hm sgd dl`hk+Amnesty International requested a meeting to share 
`mc qdbdhud hmenql`shnm `ants sgdhq hmudrshf`shnmr+ sn vghbg sgdx qdokhdc r`xhmf sgdx vdqd tm`u`hk`akd ®`s sghr shld¯ nm 13 Iuly 2024. 
Amnesty International responded that it remained interested in meeting at their earliest convenience on 29 July 2024, but received no 
further response.  
22 Letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson dated and sent on 8 October 2024. In the letter, Amnesty International requested, 
among other things, access to any digital material relevant to its investigation on sexual violence, such as that which had been shared with 
the SRSG-SVC. It also referenced the requests for information shared with the police, military and Ministry of Health and asked for 
assistance with these requests. No response was received. Previous efforts made to request a viewing of the two videos produced by the 
Israeli military, one showing the 7 October 2023 attacks and injuries to Israeli civilians, the second showing testimonies of hostages after 
their release, were unsuccessful.  
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3. BACKGROUND 

The 7 October 2023 attacks by the Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and other Palestinian 
`qldc fqntor nbbtqqdc hm sgd bnmsdws ne Hrq`dk­r hkkdf`k nbbto`shnm ne sgd NOS `mc hsr hlonrhshnm ne ` rxrsdl
of apartheid on Palestinians in Israel and the OPT, including an illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip 
that began in 2007. In the wake of the 7 October 2023 attacks, Israel has waged a devastating offensive on 
Gaza, within which it has committed genocide against Palestinians, and increased settlement expansion in 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, as well as attacks on and the forcible displacement of Palestinians 
living there. 

Hamas has a history of violating human rights and international humanitarian law, including committing war 
crimes in the context of hostilities with Israel. Through its de facto governance of Gaza since 2007, it has 
also imposed severe restrictions on Palershmh`mr­ bhuhk `mc onkhshb`k qhfgsr `mc dmc`mfdqdc O`kdrshmh`m bhuhkh`mr
there during armed hostilities. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r oqdrdms`shnm ne sghr bnmsdws+ o`qshbtk`qkx sgd knmf-standing and widespread violations 
and crimes under international law perpetrated by Israel against Palestinians, does not seek in any way to 
justify attacks against civilians or other crimes under international law perpetrated by Palestinian armed 
groups. Violations of international law by one party to a conflict can never justify violations by another. 
However, factual background information is important to understand the context in which the attacks of 7 
October 2023 were planned and carried out, and to make recommendations to end a long cycle of impunity 
for crimes under international law in Israel and the OPT. 

3.1 SITUATION BEFORE 7 OCTOBER 2023 
Amnesty International has documented extensively its concerns relating to the actions of both Israel and 
Hamas. For decades, Israel has committed grave violations of human rights and international humanitarian 
law in the OPT with impunity. It has done so in the context of its unlawful occupation of the OPT, comprising 
Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, an occupation which it has maintained since 1967.23 In 
Itkx 1/13+ sgd Hmsdqm`shnm`k Bntqs ne Itrshbd hrrtdc `m `cuhrnqx nohmhnm rs`shmf sg`s Hrq`dk­r nbbto`shnm ne sgd
OPT is a clear violation of international law and must be rapidly brought to an end.24  

Israel has also adopted repressive and discriminatory laws, policies and practices that amount to a system of 
apartheid against Palestinians in the OPT, as well as on all other Palestinians whose rights it controls, 
including Palestinian citizens of Israel and Palestinian refugees. Israel enforces this system to establish and 
maintain Jewish demographic hegemony and control over land and resources while minimizing Palestinian 
presence. Israeli policies and actions fragment and segregate Palestinians into separate domains of 
oppression and control on account of their Palestinian identity and national status, while allowing unlawful 

 
23 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk ltrs dmc hsr nbbto`shnm ne O`kdrshmd sn rsno etdkkhmf `o`qsgdhc `mc rxrsdl`shb gtl`m qhfgsr uhnk`shnmr¯+ 19 
February 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-must-end-its-occupation-of-palestine-to-stop-fuelling-apartheid-and-
systematic-human-rights-violations  
24 International Court of Justice (ICJ), Legal Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, Including East Jerusalem, advisory opinion, 19 July 2024. See also Amnesty International+ ®HBI nohmhnm cdbk`qhmf Hrq`dk­r
nbbto`shnm ne O`kdrshmh`m sdqqhsnqhdr tmk`vetk hr ghrsnqhb uhmchb`shnm ne O`kdrshmh`mr­ qhfgsr¯+ 08 Itkx 1/13+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/icj-opinion-declaring-israels-occupation-of-palestinian-territories-unlawful-is-historic-
vindication-of-palestinians-rights  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-must-end-its-occupation-of-palestine-to-stop-fuelling-apartheid-and-systematic-human-rights-violations/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israel-must-end-its-occupation-of-palestine-to-stop-fuelling-apartheid-and-systematic-human-rights-violations/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/icj-opinion-declaring-israels-occupation-of-palestinian-territories-unlawful-is-historic-vindication-of-palestinians-rights/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/icj-opinion-declaring-israels-occupation-of-palestinian-territories-unlawful-is-historic-vindication-of-palestinians-rights/
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mass confiscation and exploitation of their resources for the construction and expansion of illegal Israeli 
settlements in the OPT for the exclusive use of Jewish Israeli citizens.25  

In 2005, Israel unilaterally withdrew its ground troops from Gaza as part of a policy it termed 
®chrdmf`fdldms¯- Hs qds`hmdc+ gnvdudq+ jdx `rodbsr ne deedbshud bnmsqnk nudq F`y`+ hmbktchmf rnkd bnmsqnk nudq
its territorial waters, airspace and the inward and outward movement of people or goods via land, air and 
sea. Israel has also continued to control the supply of electricity, water and access to telecommunications in 
F`y`+ vghkd `krn bnmsqnkkhmf F`y`­r onotk`shnm qdfhrsqx- @r ` qdrtks+ F`y` bnmshmtdr snbe occupied under 
international law. 

In June 2007, infighting between the two main Palestinian political groups, Hamas and Fatah, in the wake of 
G`l`r­r uhbsnqx `r ` onkhshb`k o`qsx hm o`qkh`ldms`qx dkdbshnmr hm 1//5+ kdc sn G`l`r­r uhnkdms s`jdnudq ne
Gaza. Fatah and Hamas gunmen unlawfully killed and maimed captured rivals and hostages and used 
indiscriminate and reckless fire in and around residential neighbourhoods.26 Hamas ousted from Gaza forces 
loyal to Fatah, while the then Fatah-led Palestinian Authority suspended the administration of official 
institutions in Gaza. Hamas subsequently established a parallel security and law enforcement apparatus, 
and has acted since as the de facto government in Gaza, and adopted retaliatory measures against former 
employees and supporters of the then Palestinian Authority.27  

Hm qdronmrd+ hm Rdosdladq 1//6+ Hrq`dk cdbk`qdc F`y` ` ®gnrshkd sdqqhsnqx¯+ bhshmf rdbtqhsx bnmbdqmr+ `mc
imposed an air, land and sea blockade, increasing the level of severity of the restrictions on the movement of 
people and goods in and out of Gaza to Israel and, by extension, to the West Bank.28 While Israel claimed 
sg`s hsr r`mbshnmr vdqd `hldc `s sgd ®G`l`r qdfhld¯+ `mc sg`s ®gtl`mhs`qh`m `rodbsr qdkdu`ms sn sgd F`y`
Rsqho¯ vntkc ad s`jdm hmsn bnmrhcdq`shnm hm nqcdq sn ®`unhc ` gtl`mhs`qh`m bqhrhr¯+ sgdx vdqd+ hm e`bs+
collectively punishing Gay`­r dmshqd bhuhkh`m onotk`shnm-29  

In 2008-2009, 2012, 2014 and 2021, Israel conducted four major military offensives on Gaza that killed at 
least 2,700 Palestinian civilians, injured and displaced tens of thousands of others, and caused widespread 
damage and destruction to civilian property and critical infrastructure. In August 2022 and May 2023, Israeli 
forces launched two lower-scale offensives directed at Palestinian Islamic Jihad. In all these offensives, 
Amnesty International documented a pattern of unlawful attacks by Israeli forces against civilians and civilian 
objects, including direct and indiscriminate attacks, failure to provide effective warning to civilians and 
wanton destruction of civilian property not justified by military necessity. In 2018-2019, Amnesty 
International also documented a pattern of unlawful killings and the intentional infliction of serious injuries by 
Hrq`dkh enqbdr hm sgd bnmsdws ne l`rr oqnsdrsr ax O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y`+ vghbg adb`ld jmnvm `r sgd ®Fqd`s
L`qbg ne Qdstqm¯- Sgd Hrq`dkh `tsgnqhshdr g`ud e`hkdcto conduct an independent, effective and transparent 
investigation into violations of international law, including possible war crimes.30 

Impunity has also persisted for serious violations of international humanitarian law, including possible war 
crimes, perpetrated by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups during these armed conflicts with Israel, 
in a pattern documented by Amnesty International since 2006. Palestinian armed groups fired thousands of 
unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated areas in Israel, killing and 
injuring hundreds of civilians, including Jewish Israelis, Palestinian citizens of Israel and migrant workers.31 
Amnesty International has also documented several incidents over the years in which rockets launched by 
Palestinian armed groups that misfired killed Palestinian civilians, including children, in Gaza. In May 2023, 
for example, the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and smaller armed groups, 
fired hundreds of indiscriminate rockets towards Israeli towns, killing two civilians in Israel and three 

 
25 Amnesty International, Hrq`dk­r @o`qsgdhc @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr9 Bqtdk Rxrsdl ne Cnlhm`shnm `mc Bqhld @f`hmrs Gtl`mhsx(Index: MDE 
15/5141/2022), 1 February 2022, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5141/2022/en 
26 Amnesty International, Occupied Palestinian Territories: Torn Apart by Factional Strife (Index: MDE 21/020/2007), October 2007, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/020/2007/en 
27 Amnesty International+ Hrq`dk­r @o`qsgdhc @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr9Cruel System of Domination and Crime Against Humanity (previously 
cited), p. 42. 
28 Hrq`dk+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Adghmc sgd gd`ckhmdr9 Hrq`dk cdrhfm`sdr F`y` `¬hostile territory­̄ + 13 Rdosdladq 1//6+
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/behind-the-headlines-israel-designates-gaza-a-hostile-territory 
29 Amnesty International, ¬Xnt Eddk Khjd Xnt @qd Rtagtl`m­9 Hrq`dk­r Fdmnbhcd @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y` (Index: MDE 15/8668/2024), 5 
December 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en, pp. 50-53. 
30 Amnesty International, ¬Xnt Eddk Khjd Xnt @qd Rtagtl`m­9 Hrq`dk­r Fdmnbhcd @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y`(previously cited), pp. 53-56. 
31 See, for example, Human Rights Watch, Qnbjdsr eqnl F`y`9 G`ql sn Bhuhkh`mr eqnl O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Qnbjds @ss`bjr, 6 August 
2009, https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/08/06/rockets-gaza/harm-civilians-palestinian-armed-groups-rocket-attacks; Amnesty International, 
Unlawful and Deadly: Rocket and Mortar Attacks by Palestinian Armed Groups During the 2014 Gaza/Israel Conflict (Index: 
MDE 21/1178/2015), 26 March 2015, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/1178/2015/en: Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ ®O`kdrshmh`m
qnbjdsr hm L`x jhkkdc bhuhkh`mr hm Hrq`dk+ F`y`¯+ 01 @tftrs 1/10+https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/12/palestinian-rockets-may-killed-
civilians-israel-gaza; Amnesty International, ¬Sgdx Vdqd Itrs Jhcr­9 Duhcdmbd ne V`q Bqhldr Ctqhmf Hrq`dk­r @tftrs 1/11 F`y` Needmrhud 
(Index: 15/6079/2022), 25 October 2022, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/6079/2022/en  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/5141/2022/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/020/2007/en
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/behind-the-headlines-israel-designates-gaza-a-hostile-territory
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/08/06/rockets-gaza/harm-civilians-palestinian-armed-groups-rocket-attacks
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/1178/2015/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/12/palestinian-rockets-may-killed-civilians-israel-gaza
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/12/palestinian-rockets-may-killed-civilians-israel-gaza
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/6079/2022/en
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Palestinian civilians in Gaza, including two children.32 Hamas forces also carried out abductions, torture and 
summary and extrajudicial executions, some of which amounted to war crimes, against Palestinians whom 
they accused of collaborating with Israel.33 

Outside these armed conflicts, air strikes and artillery shelling on Gaza by Israel and indiscriminate rocket 
attacks by Palestinian armed groups have occurred frequently since 2001, although there have been 
significant periods during which no projectiles were launched.34 The range of the rockets they have fired has 
increased over time, from a few kilometres in the first years to R-160 rockets with a range of 160km by 
2014. 

The Hamas authorities in Gaza have praised the killings of Israeli civilians by Palestinian assailants. Between 
March and April 2022, for example, attacks by armed Palestinian individuals killed 18 people in cities and 
towns across Israel. While the attackers appeared to have no direct affiliation with Palestinian armed groups, 
Hamas leaders in Gaza praised them.35 Hamas leaders have also made public calls for Palestinians to attack 
Israelis. On 30 April 2022, Yahya Sinwar, then head of Hamas in Gaza, called on Palestinians to use any 
means available to attack Israelis.36 His call reportedly contributed to attacks carried out afterwards.37 

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups previously held Israeli civilians and soldiers hostage, and 
withheld the bodies of hostages, in order to force the Israeli authorities to release Palestinian detainees in 
exchange.38 On several occasions prior to the 7 October 2023 attacks, Hamas seized Israeli civilians and 
soldiers and held them as hostages to pressure Israeli authorities into signing a prisoner exchange deal. They 
systematically denied these hostages access to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) or 
communication with the outside world. Avera Mangistu, a Jewish Israeli, and Hisham al-Sayed, a Palestinian 
citizen of Israel, went missing after crossing into Gaza in 2014 and 2015, respectively, and were held 
hostage by the Al-Qassam Brigades.39 Avera and Hisham were both released in February 2025,40 in the 
framework of a broader deal between Israel and Hamas.41  

Hamas held Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit hostage for over five years after Palestinian fighters captured him in a 
cross-border raid in June 2006. It released him in October 2011 in exchange for 1,027 Palestinian 
prisoners.42 It seized and held for over 10 years the bodies of two other Israeli soldiers, Hadar Goldin and 
Oron Shaul, who were killed during military operations in Gaza in 2014. The body of Oron Shaul was 
recovered by Israeli forces during a military operation in January 2025.43 The body of Hadar Goldin was 
returned to Israel in November 2025 as part of a hostage-prisoner exchange.44 

Israel has also held the bodies of Palestinians as bargaining chips in a practice dating back to the 1960s. In 
recent years, it has institutionalized this policy following a government decision that the Israeli Supreme 

 
32 Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr, April 2024, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/7200/2024/en 
33 Amnesty International, ¬Rsq`mfkhmf Mdbjr­9 @actbshnmr+ Snqstqd `mc Rtll`qx Jhkkhmfr ne O`kdrshmh`mr ax G`l`r Enqbdr Ctqhmf sgd 1/03
Gaza/Israel Conflict (Index: MDE 21/1643/2015), 27 May 2015, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/1643/2015/en 
34 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ HCE+ ®Qnbjds @ss`bjr nm Hrq`dk Eqnl F`y`¯+ 1//0-2014, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20140804022213/http://www.idfblog.com/facts-figures/rocket-attacks-toward-israel 
35 Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr, March 2023, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/5670/2023/en 
Amnesty International documented a similar pattern in 2015. Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m
Rights, February 2016, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en 
36 LDLQH+ ®G`l`r F`y` kd`cdq X`xg` Rhmv`q¯+ 2/ @oqhk 1/11+https://www.memri.org/tv/hamas-leader-gaza-yahya-sinwar-defend-aqsa-
opening-salvo-lone-wolf-attacks-prepare-guns-knives  
37 Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr, March 2023 (previously cited). 
38 The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, ®@ history of hostage and prisoner swaps in the Israeli-O`kdrshmh`m bnmekhbs¯+ 0/ Nbsnadq 1/12, 
https://globalaffairs.org/commentary-and-analysis/blogs/history-hostage-and-prisoner-swaps-israeli-palestinian-conflict: Rjx Mdvr+ ®Hrq`dk&r
long history of hostage negotiations ± `mc gnv hs&r cd`ks vhsg sgdl hm sgd o`rs¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1/14+https://news.sky.com/story/israels-long-
history-of-hostage-negotiations-and-how-its-dealt-with-them-in-the-past-12986095 
39 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dkh bhuhkh`mr `actbsdc enq lnqd sg`m 1 xd`qr¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 04.535/.1/06(+ 20 Itkx 1/06+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/6460/2017/en 
40 G``qdsy+ ®¬Nbsnadq 6 aqntfgs @adq` a`bj- H cnm­s sghmj gd vntkc g`ud bnld a`bj `mx nsgdq v`x­¯+ 12 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-23/ty-article-magazine/.premium/october-7-brought-abera-back-i-dont-think-he-would-have-
come-back-any-other-way/00000195-339b-d09e-a3ff-779b0cf70000 
41 Haaretz, ®@esdq 0/ xd`qr+ knmfdrs-gdkc Hrq`dkh gnrs`fdr ctd sn bnld gnld `r o`qs ne F`y` `fqddldms¯, 16 January 2025, 
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-01-16/ty-article/.premium/after-10-years-longest-held-israeli-hostages-due-to-come-
home/00000194-6b97-d876-affe-7fbfe5570000 
42 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk-G`l`r oqhrnmdq rv`o b`rsr g`qrg khfgs nm cdsdmshnm oq`bshbdr ne `kk rhcdr¯ 'Hmcdw9 OQD /0.413.1/00(+ 07
October 2011, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pre01/524/2011/en  
43 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Body of soldier Oron Shaul, killed and captured by Hamas in 2014, recovered from Gaza¯+ 08 I`mt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/body-of-soldier-oron-shaul-killed-and-captured-by-hamas-in-2014-recovered-from-gaza 
44 G``qdsy+ ®Body of Hadar Goldin, IDF soldier killed and abducted over 11 years ago, returned to Israel̄ + 8 Mnudladq 1/14+
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-11-09/ty-article/.premium/hamas-says-it-will-return-hadar-goldins-body-idf-officer-killed-held-in-
gaza-since-2014/0000019a-6823-dd4f-a9db-6aa315ac0000 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/7200/2024/en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/1643/2015/en/
https://web.archive.org/web/20140804022213/http:/www.idfblog.com/facts-figures/rocket-attacks-toward-israel
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/5670/2023/en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/2552/2016/en
https://www.memri.org/tv/hamas-leader-gaza-yahya-sinwar-defend-aqsa-opening-salvo-lone-wolf-attacks-prepare-guns-knives
https://www.memri.org/tv/hamas-leader-gaza-yahya-sinwar-defend-aqsa-opening-salvo-lone-wolf-attacks-prepare-guns-knives
https://globalaffairs.org/commentary-and-analysis/blogs/history-hostage-and-prisoner-swaps-israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://news.sky.com/story/israels-long-history-of-hostage-negotiations-and-how-its-dealt-with-them-in-the-past-12986095
https://news.sky.com/story/israels-long-history-of-hostage-negotiations-and-how-its-dealt-with-them-in-the-past-12986095
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/6460/2017/en
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-23/ty-article-magazine/.premium/october-7-brought-abera-back-i-dont-think-he-would-have-come-back-any-other-way/00000195-339b-d09e-a3ff-779b0cf70000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-23/ty-article-magazine/.premium/october-7-brought-abera-back-i-dont-think-he-would-have-come-back-any-other-way/00000195-339b-d09e-a3ff-779b0cf70000
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Court approved in 2019.45 The court ruled that it was constitutional for the Israeli military to hold the bodies 
of deceased Palestinians, regardless of their political affiliation and regardless of whether they had carried 
out a deadly attack or not, in order to compel Hamas to release hostages.46  

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have enjoyed impunity for the serious violations of international 
humanitarian law they have committed in the hostilities with Israel, including possible war crimes. The 
Hamas authorities have consistently failed to carry out any sort of investigation into serious violations 
committed by its forces and other Palestinian armed groups during previous conflicts with Israel.47 Amnesty 
International is not aware of the existence of any independent body in Gaza tasked with investigating such 
violations and holding alleged perpetrators to account. 

In addition to violations of international humanitarian law in its conduct of hostilities against Israel, Hamas 
entrenched its rule over Palestinians in Gaza by imposing severe restrictions on freedom of association, 
expression and assembly, and arbitrarily detaining and torturing dissidents.48 In 2019, for example, Hamas 
security forces violently cracked down on peaceful Palestinian protesters, activists, human rights workers 
(including an Amnesty International research consultant) and local journalists. Hundreds of protesters were 
subjected to beatings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and torture and other forms of ill-treatment after 
Palestinians took to the streets across Gaza to protest against the rising cost of living and deteriorating 
economic conditions under the Hamas administration.49 The Hamas authorities continued to carry out the 
death penalty in Gaza, despite a moratorium imposed by the State of Palestine since 2005.50 The death 
rdmsdmbdr+ hrrtdc ax bntqsr hm F`y` lnrskx enq `kkdfdc bqhldr ne ®bnkk`anq`shnm¯ `mc ltqcdq+ vdqd nesdm
reached in proceedings that failed to comply with even the minimal standards of due process and fair trial, 
and without the ratification of the Palestinian President, as required by Palestinian law. 

3.2 HRQ@DK­R NEEDMRHUD 
In the wake of the 7 October 2023 attacks, Israel embarked on a military offensive on Gaza unprecedented 
in magnitude, scale and duration, and intensified its illegal blockade on this part of the OPT. Meanwhile, 
there were instances where Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups endangered Palestinian civilians 
inside Gaza by launching rockets towards Israel from or near civilian areas or by locating fighters and military 
targets in or near densely populated civilian areas. Israel has also increased settlement expansion and 
attacks against Palestinians in the West Bank.  

In its offensive, Israel carried out relentless aerial and ground attacks, many of them with large explosive 
weapons, which caused massive damage and flattened entire neighbourhoods and cities across Gaza, along 
with their life-supporting infrastructure, such as hospitals and other medical facilities, along with agricultural 
k`mc+ `mc btkstq`k `mc qdkhfhntr rhsdr `mc rxlankr cddokx dmfq`hmdc hm O`kdrshmh`mr­ bnkkdbshud ldlnqx- 

Hrq`dk­r lhkhs`qx needmrhudhas killed and injured over 240,000 Palestinians, many of them in direct attacks on 
civilians or indiscriminate attacks, often wiping out entire multigenerational families. Between 7 October 
2023 and 3 December 2025, more than 70,000 people were killed, according to the Gaza-based Ministry of 
Health; the vast majority of them were civilians. The Ministry of Health also reported that over 170,000 

 
45 Jerusalem Legal Aid Center (JLAC), Warmth of Our Sons: Necropolitics, Memory and the Palestinian Quest for Closure, 
https://www.jlac.ps/en/Article/888/The-Warmth-of-our-Sons 
46 Israel, Supreme Court, Alyan v. The Military Commander of the West Bank+ Itcfldms+ 8 Rdosdladq 1/08- Rdd `krn @c`k`g+ ®Hrq`dkh
Rtoqdld Bntqs qdudqrdr d`qkhdq qtkhmf+ `tsgnqhydr Hrq`dk sn gnkc anchdr ne O`kdrshmh`mr `r a`qf`hmhmf bghor¯+ 8 Rdosdladq 1/09, 
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/9808 
47 Amnesty International+ ®Amnesty International­r `rrdrrldms ne Hrq`dkh `mc O`kdrshmh`m hmudrshf`shnmr hmsn F`y` bnmekhbs¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD
15/022/2010), 27 September 2010, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/022/2010/en; Amnesty International+ ®Amnesty 
International­r toc`sdc `rrdrrldms ne Hrq`dkh `mc O`kdrshmh`m hmudrshf`shnmr hmsn sgd F`y` bnmekhbs¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 04./07.1/00(+ 07 L`qbg
2011, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE15/018/2011/en; Amnesty International+ ®Shld sn `ccqdrr hlotmhsx9 Svn xd`qr `esdq sgd
1/03 F`y`.Hrq`dk v`q¯ 'Hmcdw9 LCD 04.3088.1/05(+ 6 Itkx 1/05+https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/4199/2016/en  
48 Amnesty International+ ®F`y`9 Intqm`khrs e`bhmf oqhrnm sdql enq dwonrhmf bnqqtoshnm hm G`l`r-bnmsqnkkdc lhmhrsqx¯+ 14 Edaqt`qx 1/08+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/02/gaza-journalist-facing-prison-term-for-exposing-corruption-in-hamas-controlled-ministry; 
Amnesty International+ ®F`y`9 G`l`r ltrs dmc aqts`k bq`bjcnvm `f`hmrs oqnsdrsdqr `mc qhfgsr cdedmcdqr¯+ 07 L`qbg 1/08+
https://amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/03/gaza-hamas-must-end-brutal-crackdown-against-protesters-and-rights-defenders; 
Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr, April 2024 (previously cited); Amnesty International, 
®O`kdrshmd9 G`l`r rdbtqhsx rdquhbdr ltrs rsno s`qfdshmf oqnsdrsdqr hm qdoqhr`k `mc qdrodbs eqddcnl ne od`bdetk `rrdlakx hm F`y`¯+ 17 L`x
2025, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/palestine-hamas-security-services-must-stop-targeting-protesters-in-reprisal-and-
respect-freedom-of-peaceful-assembly-in-gaza  
49 Amnesty International+ ®F`y`9 G`l`r ltrs dmc aqts`k bq`bjcnvm `f`hmrs oqnsdrsdqr `mc qhfgsr cdedmcdqr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
50 Hmcdodmcdms Bnllhrrhnm enq Gtl`m Qhfgsr+ ®HBGQ bnmcdlmr sgd dwdbtshnm ne ehud bhshydmr hm F`y` `mc cdl`mcr bnlokh`mbd vhsg e`ir 
sqh`k ft`q`msddr¯+ 3 Rdosdladq 1/11+https://web.archive.org/web/20241205014840/https://mail.ichr.ps/en/statements/6625.html  
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Palestinians were injured during that period, including thousands who have been left with life-changing 
injuries resulting in permanent disabilities. More than 20,000 of those killed were children.51 

Hrq`dk enqbhakx chrok`bdc rnld 8/$ ne F`y`­r 1-1 lhkkhnm hmg`ahs`msr+ l`mx ne sgdl ltkshokd shldr+ hmsn dudq-
shrinking, ever-changing pockets of land that lacked basic infrastructure, forcing people to live in conditions 
that exposed them to a slow and calculated death. It deliberately obstructed or denied the import and 
delivery of life-saving goods and humanitarian aid. It restricted power supplies that, together with damage 
and destruction, led to the collapse of the water, sanitation and healthcare systems. It also subjected 
Palestinian women in Gaza to a range of gendered forms of bodily and mental harm, including reproductive 
and other gender-based violence.52  

Between 2 March and 19 May 2025, Israel imposed a total siege on Gaza, completely blocking the entry of 
humanitarian aid and commercial supplies, including food, medicine and fuel, re-intensifying the 
humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza.53 It then introduced a militarized aid distribution system, while preventing 
UN and other key humanitarian organizations from distributing certain essential items, like food parcels, fuel 
and shelter, within Gaza.54 It thereby continued to use starvation of civilians as a weapon of war.55 On 22 
@tftrs 1/14+ sgd Hmsdfq`sdc Ennc Rdbtqhsx Og`rd Bk`rrhehb`shnm+ sgd vnqkc­r enqdlnrs dwodqs fqnto `rrdrrhmf
sgd qhrjr ne e`lhmd+ bnmehqldc9 ®E`lhmd 'HOB Og`rd 4( hr btqqdmskx nbbtqqhmf hm F`y` Fnudqmnq`sd `mc
projected to expand to Deir al-Balah and Jg`m Xntmhr fnudqmnq`sdr ax sgd dmc ne Rdosdladq-¯56  

On 10 October 2025, a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas came into effect. Nevertheless, Israeli forces 
killed and injured hundreds of Israeli civilians in the following weeks.57 While the ceasefire led to the entry of 
more humanitarian aid, the situation in Gaza remained critical. Some 1.5 million people were in need of 
emergency shelter items; 81% of all structures in Gaza were destroyed or damaged and 87% of cropland 
was damaged.58 In the days following the ceasefire, reports emerged of Hamas and affiliated armed groups 
engaging in extrajudicial executions of Palestinians in Gaza.59  

Israel has subjected thousands of Palestinians from Gaza to incommunicado detention and acts of torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment, including rape and other sexual violence 
in detention.60 The UN Commission of Inquiry found that Israel has employed sexual, reproductive and other 
forms of gender-based violence against Palestinians as part of a broader effort to undermine their right to 
self-determination and carried out genocidal acts through the systematic destruction of sexual and 
reproductive healthcare facilities.61  

In December 2024, Amnesty International found that Israel was committing genocide in Gaza; its forces 
carried out acts prohibited under the Genocide Convention, with the specific intent to physically destroy 
Palestinians in Gaza. These acts included killings, causing serious bodily or mental harm and deliberately 
inflicting on Palestinians in Gaza conditions of life calculated to bring about their physical destruction. This 
finding was based on a detailed review and holistic assessment of Isr`dk­r uhnk`shnms in Gaza over nine 
months between 7 October 2023 and early July 2024, and analysis of statements by senior Israeli 

 
51 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), ®Qdonqsdc hlo`bs rm`orgns9 F`y` Rsqho '3 December 1/14(¯, 4 
December 2025, https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-3-december-2025 
52 Amnesty International, ¬Xnt Eddk Khjd Xnt @qd Rtagtl`m­9 Hrq`dk­r Fdmnbhcd @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y`(previously cited); UN 
Commission of Inquiry, Report, 13 March 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/58/CRP.6. 
53 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk.NOS9 Svn lnmsgr ne bqtdk `mc hmgtl`md rhdfd `qd etqsgdq duhcdmbd ne Hrq`dk­r fdmnbhc`k hmsdms hm F`y`¯+ 1
May 2025, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/israel-opt-two-months-of-cruel-and-inhumane-siege-are-further-evidence-of-
israels-genocidal-intent-in-gaza 
54 Hundreds of Palestinians have been killed in attacks by Israeli forces along food convoy routes and near food distribution sites managed 
ax sgd mdv F`y` Gtl`mhs`qh`m Entmc`shnm- Rdd TM Mdvr+ ®F`y`9 Md`qkx 0+3// O`kdrshmh`mr jhkkdc vghkd rddjhmf ennc+ `r TN warns 
`hqcqnor `qd mn rnktshnm¯+ 0 @tftrs 1/14+https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165552 
55 Amnesty International+ ®F`y`9 Duhcdmbd onhmsr sn Hrq`dk­r bnmshmtdc trd ne rs`qu`shnm sn hmekhbs fdmnbhcd `f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr¯+ 2 Itkx 1/14+
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/gaza-evidence-points-to-israels-continued-use-of-starvation-to-inflict-genocide-against-
palestinians 
56 Hmsdfq`sdc Og`rd Ennc Rdbtqhsx Bk`rrhehb`shnm 'HOB(+ ®F`y` Rsqho9 E`lhmd bnmehqldc hm F`y` Fnudqmnq`sd+ oqnidbsdc sn dwo`mc¯+ 22 
August 2025, https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/countries-in-focus-archive/issue-134/en 
57 OCHA, ®Humanitarian situation update #340: Gaza Strip̄ + 01 Mnudladq 1/14, https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-
update-340-gaza-strip 
58 OCHA, ®Qdonqsdc hlo`bs rm`orgns9 F`y` Rsqho '3 December 1/14(¯ (previously cited). 
59 Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (NGBGQ(+ ®F`y`9 nmfnhmf uhnk`shnmr `mc qhrjr sn bhuhkh`mr¯+ 04 Nbsnadq 1/14+
https://palestine.un.org/en/303276-gaza-ongoing-violations-and-risks-civilians 
60 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk.NOS9 Gnqqhexhmf b`rdr ne snqstqd `mc cdfq`chmf sqd`sldms ne O`kdrshmh`m cds`hmddr `lhc rohjd hm `qahsq`qx
`qqdrsr¯+ 7 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-horrifying-cases-of-torture-and-degrading-
treatment-of-palestinian-detainees-amid-spike-in-arbitrary-arrests; Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk ltrs dmc l`rr hmbnlltmhb`cn cdsdmshnm
`mc snqstqd ne O`kdrshmh`mr eqnl F`y`¯+ 07 Itkx 1/13+https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-must-end-mass-
incommunicado-detention-and-torture-of-palestinians-from-gaza 
61 UN Commission of Inquiry, Report, 13 March 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/58/CRP.6. 
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government and military officials, and official Israeli bodies.62 The UN Commission of Inquiry similarly 
concluded that Israel was committing genocide against the Palestinians in Gaza in September 2025.63 

On 21 November 2024, the ICC Pre-Trial Chamber issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, then Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and (in the absence of confirmation of his 
death) Mohammed Al-Masri (known as Mohammed Deif), then head of the Al-Qassam Brigades, for war 
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Gaza and Israel from at least 7 October 2023.64 

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups were also responsible for endangering Palestinian civilians inside 
Gaza. Amnesty International found instances where Hamas fired rockets from densely populated areas, 
including camps for displaced civilians. They operated from, or in the vicinity of, residential areas, including 
makeshift tented camps. Their fighters were present in schools and camps where internally displaced people 
vdqd s`jhmf rgdksdq+ hmbktchmf ok`bdr cdrhfm`sdc ax Hrq`dk `r ®gtl`mhs`qh`m ynmdr¯-They therefore violated 
their obligations to take all feasible precautions to protect civilians and civilian objects under their control 
against the effects of attacks, and to avoid locating, to the extent feasible, military targets in or around 
densely populated areas.65  

Hamas has also been responsible for summary killings of Palestinians in Gaza. For example, on 21 
November 2023, armed men affiliated with Hamas rounded up approximately a dozen men, alleging that 
they worked for Israeli forces, and summarily killed them.66 

Meanwhile, since the start of the offensive on Gaza, the Israeli authorities have rapidly ± and unlawfully ± 
advanced Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, forcing Palestinians 
from their homes and historic land. They have done so through the adoption of new seizure orders, plans 
and other measures, in line with long-standing apartheid policies and practices; the demolition of Palestinian 
homes and other property; and by backing, or failing to prevent, the dramatic increase in attacks by Israeli 
settlers perpetrated against Palestinian farming and herding communities at an unprecedented rate. 
Between 1 January 2024 and 30 September 2025, OCHA recorded 2,660 attacks by Israeli settlers against 
Palestinians that resulted in casualties and/or property damage.67  

These state-backed attacks, coupled with increased movement restrictions by Israel following 7 October 
2023, the destruction of homes by Israeli forces and operations by Israeli or Palestinian forces, have resulted 
in significant displacement. Between 1 January 2024 and 30 September 2025, 39,843 Palestinians had 
been displaced across the West Bank.68  

 
62 Amnesty International, ¬Xnt Eddk Khjd Xnt @qd Rtagtl`m­9 Hrq`dk­r Fdmnbhcd @f`hmrs O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y`(previously cited). 
63 UN Commission of Inquiry, Report, 16 September 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/60/CRP.3. 
The International Association of Genocide Scholars had passed a resolution in August 2025 cdbk`qhmf sg`s ®Hrq`dk­r onkhbhdr `mc `bshnmr hm
Gaza meet the legal definition of genocide in Article II of the United Nations Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Fdmnbhcd '0837(¯- Hmsdqm`shnm`k @rrnbh`shnm ne Fdmnbhcd Rbgnk`qr+®H@FR qdrnktshnm nm sgd rhst`shnm hm F`y`¯+ 20 @tftrs 1/14+
https://genocidescholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/IAGS-Resolution-on-Gaza-FINAL.pdf 
64 In February 2025, in light of confirmation that Mohammed Deif had been killed, the Chamber terminated proceedings against him. See 
rdbshnm 8-2-1 ®Hmsdqm`shnm`k itrshbd ldbg`mhrlr¯- 
65 Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk.NOS9 Hrq`dkh `ss`bjr s`qfdshmf G`l`r `mc nsgdq `qldc fqnto ehfgsdqr sg`s jhkkdc rbnqdr ne chrok`bdc bhuhkh`mr
hm Q`e`g rgntkc ad hmudrshf`sdc `r v`q bqhldr¯+ 16 @tftrs 1/13+https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/08/israel-opt-israeli-attacks-
targeting-hamas-and-other-armed-group-fighters-that-killed-scores-of-displaced-civilians-in-rafah-should-be-investigated-as-war-crimes 
66 Amnesty International+ ®O`kdrshmd 'Rs`sd ne(¯+Sgd Rs`sd ne sgd Vnqkc­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr, April 2024 (previously cited). 
67 NBG@+ ®Vdrs A`mj lnmsgkx rm`orgns9 B`rt`kshdr+ oqnodqsx c`l`fd `mc chrok`bdldms± September 1/14¯+16 October 2025, 
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/west-bank-monthly-snapshot-casualties-property-damage-and-displacement-july-2025 
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4. OVERVIEW 

4.1 ATTACKS AND AFTERMATH 
The attacks launched by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups against southern Israel on 7 October 
1/12 vdqd sgd cd`ckhdrs hm ` rhmfkd c`x rhmbd Hrq`dk­r drs`akhrgldms hm 0837-69  

Some 1,200 people were killed during the attacks. Over 800 of them were civilians, including at least 36 
children. Most of the civilians killed were Jewish Israelis, but scores of Asian and African migrant workers, 
students and asylum seekers and dozens of Bedouin citizens of Israel were also among the fatalities. Around 
300 of those killed were Israeli soldiers.70  

More than 4,000 people were injured in the attacks,71 with some 2,000 requiring hospital treatment and 630 
requiring hospitalization.72 The assailants destroyed civilian infrastructure and property, such as by burning 
houses and making them uninhabitable.73 They also seized 251 people ± civilians and soldiers ± and forcibly 
brought them to Gaza. The majority were taken alive and held hostage, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, 
Palestinian assailants seized the bodies of people killed during the attacks.74 

 
69 TM Mdvr+ ®TM neehbh`kr qdldladq aqts`k 6 Nbsnadq `ss`bjr+ qdhsdq`sd mddc enq od`bd¯+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/13+
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/10/1155421; IDF, 7.10 The Inquiries, https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/7-10-the-inquiries (accessed 30 
April 2025). 
70 Amnesty International conducted a comparative analysis of the following sources to compile these approximate figures: Human Rights 
Watch+ ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯: O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk, 17 July 2024, 
https://www.hrw.org/report/20 24/07/17/i-cant-erase-all-blood-my-mind/palestinian-armed-groups-october-7-assault-israel; Kan, Kan 
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en (accessed 30 April 2025); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, 
Mapping the Massacre, https://oct7map.com (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or, Keren Yalin-Mor and Yuval Harpaz, Death Locations of 
1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023, https://yuval-
harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html '`bbdrrdc 2/ @oqhk 1/14(: Hrq`dk+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Bhuhkh`m B`rt`kshdr¯+
8 October 2023 (updated 27 February 2025), https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties; Israel, National Insurance, 
®C`s` `s sgd rhw-lnmsg l`qj rhmbd sgd adfhmmhmf ne sgd v`q¯+
https://www.btl.gov.il/English%20Homepage/About/PressReleases/Pages/NetunimHaziSHanaShelLehima.aspx (accessed 30 April 2025); 
@EO+ ®Gnv l`mx bghkcqdm vdqd jhkkdc hm G`l`r­r Nbsnadq 6 `ss`bj>¯+ 00 Nbsnadq 1/13+ `u`hk`akd `shttps://www.barrons.com/news/how-
many-children-were-killed-in-hamas-s-october-7-attack-9c1d8239 
Around 100 were members of emergency response squads (kitot konenut), the Israeli police and other Israeli security forces, excluding the 
Israeli military.  
In addition to those killed by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, around 14 civilians were killed by Israeli fire. See UN Commission 
of Inquiry, Report, 14 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/26.  
71 @bbnqchmf sn Sgd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®@s kd`rs 3+723 odnokd vdqd hmitqdc nm Nbsnadq 6¯- Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Sgd Hrq`dk vd jmdv chdd on 
Nbsnadq 6- Sgd mdv m`shnm vhkk ad rb`qqdc enq fdmdq`shnmr¯+ 6 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-israel-we-knew-died-on-
october-7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations  
72 Rg`qnm Fnkcl`m `mc nsgdqr+ ®Nbsnadq 6sg l`rr b`rt`ksx `ss`bj hm Hrq`dk9 Hmitqx oqnehkdr ne gnrohs`khydc b`rt`kshdr¯+ Rdosdladr 2024, 
Annals of Surgery Open: Perspectives on Surgical History, Education, and Clinical Approaches, Volume 5, Issue 3, 
https://journals.lww.com/aosopen/fulltext/2024/09000/october_7th_mass_casualty_attack_in_israel__injury.27.aspx  
73 Rdd Bg`osdq 4 ®Tmk`vetk jhkkhmfr `mc `ss`bjr nm bhuhkh`mr¯ enq cds`hkr- 
74 Rdd Bg`osdq 5 ®Gnrs`fd-s`jhmf `mc rdhytqd ne anchdr¯ enq cds`hkr- 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/10/1155421
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/7-10-the-inquiries/
https://www.hrw.org/report/20%2024/07/17/i-cant-erase-all-blood-my-mind/palestinian-armed-groups-october-7-assault-israel
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en
https://oct7map.com/
https://yuval-harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html
https://yuval-harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties
https://www.btl.gov.il/English%20Homepage/About/PressReleases/Pages/NetunimHaziSHanaShelLehima.aspx
https://www.barrons.com/news/how-many-children-were-killed-in-hamas-s-october-7-attack-9c1d8239
https://www.barrons.com/news/how-many-children-were-killed-in-hamas-s-october-7-attack-9c1d8239
https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-israel-we-knew-died-on-october-7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations
https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-israel-we-knew-died-on-october-7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations
https://journals.lww.com/aosopen/fulltext/2024/09000/october_7th_mass_casualty_attack_in_israel__injury.27.aspx
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The attacks started with a barrage of indiscriminate rockets and mortars being launched by Palestinian 
armed groups from Gaza into Israel just before 6.30am on 7 October 2023. The thousands of rockets mostly 
struck southern Israel, killing and injuring several civilians, most of them from the Bedouin communities in 
the Negev/Naqab region of southern Israel, but some reached Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.75  

Shortly after, as rockets continued to be fired from Gaza, more than 3,000 fighters from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and fighters from other Palestinian armed groups breached the 
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza at multiple locations, having disabled the surveillance system along it, and 
entered Israel.76 They overran and attacked key Israeli military positions near the perimeter fence 
surrounding Gaza: the Erez crossing checkpoint, the adjacent Gaza-focused base of the Coordination of 
Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), a unit within the Israeli Ministry of Defense tasked with 
administering civilian matters in the OPT, and the Zikim base, all north of Gaza; the military bases or 
ntsonrsr ne Jhrrtehl+ M`g`k Ny+ O`f` `mc Qd­hl+ `kk sn sgd d`rs: `mc sgd lhkhs`qx a`rdr nq ntsonrsr ne Jdqdl
Shalom and Sufa, both to the south-east.  

At the same time, they attacked around 30 kibbutzim and moshavim, as well as the city of Sderot, in the 
areas in Israel surrounding Gaza, and Ofakim, which lies further east.77 Some of these communities were 

 
75 Rdd Bg`osdq 4 ®Tmk`vetk jhkkhmfr `mc `ss`bjr nm bhuhkh`mr¯ enq cds`hkr- 
76 Israeli military assessments claimed that some 3,800 fighters were from the Al-P`rr`l­r dkhsd Mtjga` enqbdr `knmd- Shldr ne Hrq`dk+
®Qdonqs9 Mdv HCE `rrdrrldms rgnvr rnld 5+/// F`y`mr hmu`cdc Hrq`dk nm Nbs- 6¯+ 20 @tftrs 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-
new-idf-assessment-shows-some-6000-gazans-invaded-israel-on-oct-7 
77 Amnesty International counted 21 kibbutzim and nine moshavim among the localities attacked, based on the following sources: Human 
Rights Watch+ ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯: O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk (previously cited); Kan, 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-new-idf-assessment-shows-some-6000-gazans-invaded-israel-on-oct-7
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-new-idf-assessment-shows-some-6000-gazans-invaded-israel-on-oct-7
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only a few hundred metres from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza; others were further away. They also 
attacked the Nova music festival, also known as the Supernova Sukkot Gathering, which took place north of 
Qd­hl+ `mc Orxctbj+ ` rl`kk sq`mbd ltrhb edrsival that took place between the kibbutzim of Nir Oz and 
Nirim, as well as Zikim beach, which had been the site of a party the previous night.  

The fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups mostly entered Israel in 
pickup trucks and other vehicles through the breaches they opened in the perimeter fence.78 A small 
number flew over the fence using motorized paragliders.79 Some entered Israel by sea on boats, while others 
were stopped at sea before they could reach land.80 They were heavily armed, well trained and equipped.81 
They carried heavy machine guns, assault rifles, hand grenades, RPGs and other weapons, as well as 
instructions and maps, emergency medical kits and food and water supplies.82  

Before 8.20am local time on 7 October 2023, Mohammed Deif, then head of the Al-Qassam Brigades, 
`mmntmbdc sg`s sgdx g`c k`tmbgdc ®Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯ sn dmc Hrq`dk­r lhkhs`qx nbbto`shnm `mc ®hsr
bqhldr¯-83 Other leaders of the political wing of Hamas later confirmed the leadership role of the Al-Qassam 
Brigades. Saleh Al-Arouri, then Deputy Head of the Political Bureau of Hamas, stated on 12 October 2023: 

®Hs Zsgd 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 `ss`bjr\ v`r `m nqf`mhydc `mc chrbhokhmdc nodq`shnm+ hm vghbg sgd @k-Qassam leadership 
hmrsqtbsdc sgd aqnsgdqr vgn o`qshbho`sdc hm sgd nodq`shnm sn `ss`bj sgd ZHrq`dkh `qlx­r\ F`y` Chuhrhnm-¯84 

 

Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); 
Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously 
cited). In most cases, the assailants entered the localities concerned; in others, they fired weapons at the localities but were repelled before 
they could enter. 
78 Amnesty International verified several videos of fighters entering Israel in pickup trucks, for example: video posted by the Al-Qassam 
Brigades on their Telegram channel on 7 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by South First Responders 
on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by South First Responders on its 
Telegram channel on 22 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  
79 Hmrhcd Dchshnm+ ®G`l`r ehfgsdqr dmsdq Hrq`dk vhsg lnsnqhydc o`q`fkhcdqr¯+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9X1wF0c0UQ  
80 Xmdsmdvr+ ®¬Vd jmdv sghr v`r onhms ne mn qdstqm± sgdm sgd gtms adf`m­9 Sgd rnkchdqr vgn rsnoodc G`l`r `s rd`¯+ 2 @oqhk 1/14+
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bkfdrueijg: G``qdsy+ ®Nm Nbsnadq 6+ Hrq`dk&r m`ux v`r nmkx qd`cx enq ` khlhsdc `ss`bj+ HCE oqnad qdud`kr¯+
28 February 2025, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-28/ty-article/.premium/on-october-7-israels-navy-was-only-ready-for-a-
limited-attack-idf-probe-reveals/00000195-4b1d-dfb4-a1f7-fbbd5b330000  
81 AAB+ ®Gnv G`l`r athks ` enqbd sn `ss`bj Hrq`dk nm 6 Nbsnadq¯+ 16 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
67480680  
82 ABS-BAM Mdvr+ ®QOFr+ sgdqlna`qhb fqdm`cdr9 Hrq`dk chrok`xr vd`onmr trdc ax G`l`r ctqhmf Nbs 6 `ss`bj¯+ 10 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjHajOzT5fU; Human Rights Watch+ ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯: Palestinian Armed 
Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk¯ (previously cited), pp. 54-57. 
83 The first mention of the message was on Al Jazeera at 8.18am local time (5.18am UTC). Al Jazeera,   Ръϐ ̼ ϣКϝЂ РЊж Ьы϶ ϝжЧЯАϒ :РтЎЮϜ ϸвϲв

мϸЛЮϜ дϸвм ϤϝжАмϦЂв иϝϮϦ ϴмϼϝЊ Z®Lng`lldc Cdhe9 Vd k`tmbgdc vhsghm g`ke `m gntq 4+/// qnbjdsr hm sgd chqdbshnm ne rdsskdldmsr `mc bhshdr ne
sgd dmdlx¯\+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty 
International).  
84 Al Jazeera, ϝжϠЛІ ϣтϼϲ ХтϼА пЯК ϣвϸЧϦв ϣЪϼЛв иϺк :ϢϼтϾϮЯЮ Ѐϝвϲ ϣЪϼϲЮ сЂϝтЂЮϜ ϞϦЪвЮϜ ЀтϚϼ ϞϚϝж Z®Cdotsx gd`c ne G`l`r­r onkhshb`k atqd`t sn @k
I`yddq`9 Sghr hr `m `cu`mbdc a`sskd nm sgd o`sg sn ntq odnokd&r eqddcnl¯\+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). See also 
G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®Ntq m`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k @pr` Eknnc¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9X1wF0c0UQ
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bkfdrueijg
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-28/ty-article/.premium/on-october-7-israels-navy-was-only-ready-for-a-limited-attack-idf-probe-reveals/00000195-4b1d-dfb4-a1f7-fbbd5b330000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-02-28/ty-article/.premium/on-october-7-israels-navy-was-only-ready-for-a-limited-attack-idf-probe-reveals/00000195-4b1d-dfb4-a1f7-fbbd5b330000
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67480680
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67480680
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjHajOzT5fU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M&rco=1
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Evidence, including hundreds of videos and testimonies collected by Amnesty International and other 
investigators, indicates that the majority of fighters taking part in the attacks were from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, but also included fighters from the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
and from the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ enqldqkx sgd lhkhs`qx vhmf ne sgd E`s`g onkhshb`k lnudldms-85  

There is evidence that fighters from other Palestinian armed groups joined the attacks, including: the 
Mujahideen Brigades, the military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement;86 the National Resistance 
Brigades or Omar Al-Qasem Forces, the military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine;87 and the Martyr Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation 

 
85 Videos verified by Amnesty International show fighters with signs of affiliation to these three groups involved in attacks in southern Israel 
on 7 October 2023, as set out in subsequent chapters in this report. Where affiliations are evident, the fighters are most often from the Al-
Qassam Brigades. Each of these armed groups has claimed publicly to have been involved in the 7 October 2023 attacks, including on their 
social media accounts. See also UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 
10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 237-246.  
86 The Mujahideen Brigades posted several messages on their Telegram channel on 7 October 2023. In them, they stated that they were 
fighting alongside the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr+ ehfgshmf vhsg sgd ®dmdlx¯ hmrhcd sgd ®nbbtohdc sdqqhsnqhdr¯ `mc jhkkhmf `mc b`ostqhmf ®Yhnmhrs
soldiers̄ - Lti`ghcddm Aqhf`cdr+ Sdkdfq`l onrsr+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://t.me/darebmojahden/3787, https://t.me/darebmojahden/3788, 
https://t.me/darebmojahden/3789, https://t.me/darebmojahden/3790 (translations from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty 
International). See also UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 
2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para. 247. 
87 Amnesty International verified one video taken during the 7 October 20023 attacks in which an armed man has a patch on his vest that 
`ood`qr sn ad sg`s ne sgd M`shnm`k Qdrhrs`mbd Aqhf`cdr- Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-5 ®M`g`k Ny¯- Hs udqhehdc `mnsgdq sg`s ad`qr sgd knfn of the National 

https://t.me/darebmojahden/3787
https://t.me/darebmojahden/3788
https://t.me/darebmojahden/3789
https://t.me/darebmojahden/3790
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of Palestine.88 The Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Resistance Committees, 
announced that it joined the attacks, but Amnesty International did not find any evidence that it did so in 
practice.89 

In his message issued before 8.20am on 7 October 2023, Mohammed Deif called on people ®hm `kk o`qsr ne
the Arab and Islamic world̄ sn inhm sgd `ss`bj9 

®Snc`x hr sgd c`x- Vgndudq g`r ` qhekd+ kds sgdl aqhmf hs nts+ enq sghr hr sgd shld+ `mc vgndudq cndr mns g`ud `
rifle, let them come out with their cleaver, their hatchet, their axe or their Molotov cocktail, in their truck, their 
atkkcnydq nq sgdhq b`q-¯90  

Similar calls ± albeit using different terminology ± were made by Saleh Al-Arouri, then Deputy Head of the 
Political Bureau of Hamas, before 9am local time on 7 October 2023,91 and later by other armed groups with 
military wings, including the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine92 and the Popular Resistance 
Committees.93  

Whether they responded to the calls or acted spontaneously, hundreds of Palestinians in civilian clothing 
entered Israel from Gaza through the breached fence to join the attacks in what appeared to be a largely 
uncoordinated manner.94 People in civilian clothing took part in the attacks in a number of locations, 
hmbktchmf sgd jhaatsyhl ne Mhq Ny `mc Ad­dqh-95 However, it is not known how many of these individuals in 
civilian clothing might have been low-level fighters in Palestinian armed groups. It seems likely that some 
were, as many members of armed groups usually dress in civilian clothes; only a minority, usually more 

 

Resistance Brigades, but the fighters in the video are partially blurred and no insignia are visible on their clothing. Video, available at: Joe 
Sqtyl`m+ W onrs9 ®Cdlnbq`shb Eqnms enq sgd Khadq`shnm ne O`kdrshmd¯+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://x.com/i/status/1712257244036047015  
See also Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯9O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk 
(previously cited), p. 10. 
88 Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, ϣтϠϼЛЮϜ ϣвцϜ ϣвϜϼЪм ИϜϼЊЮϜ ϣЛтϠА йтТ ϸϼϦЂ̳Ϧ амт ϜϺк :ϣтϠЛІЮϜ ϣлϠϮЮϜ Z®Popular Front: This is a day when the 
m`stqd ne sgd bnmekhbs `mc sgd chfmhsx ne sgd @q`a m`shnm vhkk ad qdbnudqdc¯], 7 October 2023, https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0 -ϣлϠϮЮϜ
ИϜϼЊЮϜ-ϣЛтϠА-йтТ-ϸϼϦЂϦ-амт -ϜϺк-ϣтϠЛІЮϜ-%C2%A0ϼЛЮϜ-ϣвцϜ- ϣвϜϼЪм (in Arabic). See also Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx
Lhmc¯9O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk (previously cited), p. 11. 
89 The Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades onrsdc nm sgdhq Sdkdfq`l bg`mmdk `s 0/-/5`l knb`k shld '6-/5`l TSB( ` rs`sdldms bk`hlhmf9 ®The 
fighters of the Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades are participating in the Al-Aqsa Flood battle in defence of Al-Aqsa Mosque and join their 
brothers in the Martyr Izz al-Din Al-Qassam Brigades and the Palestinian resistance in this blessed operation, killing and capturing a large 
number of Zionist soldiers and settlers-¯ Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades, Telegram post:   ИϜϼϺЮϜ дтϸЮϜ ϰыЊ ϼЊϝжЮϜ ϣтмЮϜ дК ϼϸϝЊ ϞЎϦЧв рϼЪЂК МыϠ
дтАЂЯТ сТ ϣвмϝЧвЮϜ дϝϮЯЮ рϼЪЂЛЮϜ Z®Aqhde lhkhs`qx bnlltmhptă hrrtdc ax sgd M`rrdq R`k`g `k-Din Brigades, the military arm of the Resistance 
Bnllhssddr hm O`kdrshmd¯\+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://t.me/alwya2000/6074 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty 
International). 
90 The first mention of the message was on Al Jazeera at 8.18am local time (5.18am UTC). Al Jazeera,   Ръϐ ̼ ϣКϝЂ РЊж Ьы϶ ϝжЧЯАϒ :РтЎЮϜ ϸвϲв

мϸЛЮϜ дϸвм ϤϝжАмϦЂв иϝϮϦ ϴмϼϝЊ Z®Lng`lldc Cdhe9 Vd k`tmbgdc vhsghm g`ke `m gntq 4+/// qnbjdsr hm sgd chqdbshnm ne rdsskdldmsr `mc bhshdr ne
sgd dmdlx¯\+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty 
International). 
91 Saleh Al-@qntqh v`r qdonqsdc ax @k I`yddq` `s 7-4/`l knb`k shld '4-4/`l TSB( r`xhmf+ ®Vd ltrs `kk ehfgs sghr a`sskd+ drodbh`kkx sgd
qdrhrs`mbd ehfgsdqr hm sgd Vdrs A`mj£ Vd b`kk nm ntq odnokd sn o`qshbho`sd hm sgd a`sskd ne @k-@pr` Eknnc-¯ @k I`yddq`+ ®G`mas in occupied 
Vdrs A`mj hrrtdr b`kk sn `qlr¯ hm ®Hrq`dk-O`kdrshmd drb`k`shnm toc`sdr9 F`y` tmcdq anla`qcldms¯+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/10/7/israel-palestine-escalation-live-news-barrage-of-rockets-fired-from-gaza 
See also Seraj TV, йвϚϜϼϮ пЯК ϸϼЮϜм мϸЛЮϜ ϼтϠϦϦ ϣЪϼЛв пЊЦцϜ дϝТмА ϣЪϼЛв :пЊЦчЮ рϼмϼϝЛЮϜ ϸϚϝЧЮϜ Z®Kd`cdq @k-Arouri to Al-Aqsa: The Al-Aqsa Flood battle 
is a battle to destroy sgd dmdlx `mc qdronmc sn sgdhq bqhldr¯\+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://seraj.tv/post/31435/ -дϝТмА-ϣЪϼЛв-:пЊЦчЮ-рϼмϼϝЛЮϜ-ϸϚϝЧЮϜ

йвϚϜϼϮ-пЯК-ϸϼЮϜм- мϸЛЮϜ-ϼтϠϦϦ -ϣЪϼЛв-пЊЦцϜ (in Arabic). 
92 Hm ` rs`sdldms l`qjdc `r adhmf hrrtdc `s 0/-14`l+ sgd Onotk`q Eqnms enq sgd Khadq`shnm ne O`kdrshmd r`hc9 ®The Popular Front called on 
ntq gdqnhb odnokd `bqnrr O`kdrshmd sn o`qshbho`sd `bshudkx hm sgd ¬@k-@pr` Eknnc­ a`sskd+ d`bg eqnl sgdhq onrhshnm `mc vhsg vg`sdudq snnkr sgdx
possess, to swoop on the enemy army and its settlers, cut its supply routes, sabotage its vital facilities and chase the Zionist invaders, who 
are terrified in front of the resistance strikes and the blows to them in every inch of the land of Palestine.  
®Sgd Eqnms rsqdrrdc hsr b`kk nm `kk sgnrd vgn b`qqx vd`onmr+ drodbh`kkx ldladqr ne sgd rdbtqhsx rdquhbdr+ sn dmf`fd hm sgd a`ttle of the 
odnokd ne O`kdrshmd `f`hmrs sgdhq dmdlx£¯ Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine,   ϣвцϜ ϣвϜϼЪм ИϜϼЊЮϜ ϣЛтϠА йтТ ϸϼϦЂ̳Ϧ амт ϜϺк :ϣтϠЛІЮϜ ϣлϠϮЮϜ
ϣтϠϼЛЮϜ Z®Onotk`q Eqnms9 Sghr hr ` c`x vgdm sgd m`stqd ne sgd bnmekhbs `mc sgd chfmhsx ne sgd @q`a m`shnm vhkk ad qdbnudqdc¯], 7 October 2023, 
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0 ИϜϼЊЮϜ-ϣЛтϠА- йтТ-ϸϼϦЂϦ-амт-ϜϺк-ϣтϠЛІЮϜ- ϣлϠϮЮϜ-%C2%A0ϼЛЮϜ-ϣвцϜ- ϣвϜϼЪм (translation from the original Arabic into 
English by Amnesty International). 
93 The statement that the Nasser Salah al-Chm Aqhf`cdr onrsdc nm sgdhq Sdkdfq`l bg`mmdk nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 r`hc9 ®Nodq`shnm @k-Aqsa 
Flood will redraw the map of the region, correct the compass with blood and body parts, and honour again the origin of the conflict, which is 
the liberation of Palestine. We call on our brothers in all regions of the country, in the [West] Bank, Jerusalem and the occupied interior to 
rise up and stand as one man and ignite the ground with hell and fire under the feet of the occupiers, for today is the day of battle and your 
dmdlx hr vd`jdq sg`m ` rohcdq­r vda-¯ M`rrdq R`k`g `k-Din Brigades, Telegram post:  ИϜϼϺЮϜ дтϸЮϜ ϰыЊ ϼЊϝжЮϜ ϣтмЮϜ дК ϼϸϝЊ ϞЎϦЧв рϼЪЂК МыϠ
дтАЂЯТ сТ ϣвмϝЧвЮϜ дϝϮЯЮ рϼЪЂЛЮϜ Z®Aqhde lhkhs`qx bnlltmhptă hrrtdc ax sgd M`rrdq R`k`g `k-Din Brigades, the military arm of the Resistance 
Bnllhssddr hm O`kdrshmd¯\ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
94 Sgd TM Bnllhrrhnm ne Hmpthqx r`hc sg`s O`kdrshmh`mr ®cqdrrdc hm bhuhkh`m bknsghmf¯ mtladqdc ®`s kd`rs 0+/// odqrnmr¯+ a`rdc nn Israeli 
sources. UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN 
Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para. 20. 
95 Rdd Bg`osdq 5 ®Gnrs`fd-s`jhmf `mc rdhytqd ne anchdr¯- Rdd `krn TM Bnllhrrhnm ne Hmpthqx+Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on 
and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 250-259. 

https://x.com/i/status/1712257244036047015
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر
https://t.me/alwya2000/6074
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/10/7/israel-palestine-escalation-live-news-barrage-of-rockets-fired-from-gaza
https://seraj.tv/post/31435/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89:-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85%D9%87
https://seraj.tv/post/31435/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89:-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85%D9%87
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر
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high-ranking ones, wear military-style clothing. Leaders of Hamas have also indicated that both fighters and 
civilians entered Israel after the initial wave of attacks.96  

The assailants in civilian clothing carried out widespread looting of homes and property in residential 
communities in Israel. Some also participated in killings, the destruction of property, abductions and other 
serious abuses.97 

The date of the attacks, 7 October 2023, was a Sabbath and Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, immediately 
following the seven-day Jewish holiday of Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles), an important national religious 
holiday when more military personnel than usual would have been on leave and communication would have 
been impaired as many practising religious people would have been offline and off their phones. The attacks 
came as a major surprise to the Israeli military. The military surveillance system and military bases and 
facilities around Gaza were taken over and dismantled quickly, impeding an immediate Israeli military 
response. It took the Israeli military several hours to reach the locations under attack, in some cases until the 
end of the day. In the meantime, local emergency response squads (kitot konenut), armed teams 
responsible for security in kibbutzim, moshavim and other small civilian communities, and local armed 
police tried to resist the assailants. The Israeli military regained control of the border with Gaza and over 
most of the areas surrounding it by 8 October 2023. However, in some places, fighting continued for several 
days. The Israeli military estimated that it killed more than 1,600 assailants and captured 149 others during 
the attacks launched on 7 October 2023.98 

Enkknvhmf sgd rs`qs ne Hrq`dk­r needmrhud nm F`y`+99 the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed 
groups in Gaza continued to fire unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards 
populated areas in Israel, as well as Israeli forces inside Gaza.100  

Tens of thousands of people living in the areas attacked on and after 7 October 2023, as well as other areas 
of southern Israel, were displaced from their homes.101 Many were still displaced months later.102 Many have 
since returned to their communities, in some cases after rebuilding their homes. 

4.2 LEGAL CONTEXT 
The attacks launched on southern Israel on 7 October 2023 and the subsequent holding of hostages were 
part of a non-international armed conflict between Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, on the one 
hand, and Israel, on the other. This occurred in the context of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, and Gaza, which is itself an ongoing international armed conflict. 

Members of the military wings of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, whether they were wearing 
military-style clothing with identifying insignia or were wearing civilian clothing, acted as fighters in the 
conflict, as did members of the Israeli military.  

Other individuals were civilians. In general, civilians should not be targeted in an armed conflict, but they 
can lose their immunity from direct attack when, and only for such time as, they directly participate in 

 
96 Saleh Al-@qntqh+ sgdm Cdotsx Gd`c ne sgd Onkhshb`k Atqd`t ne G`l`r+ r`hc nm 01 Nbsnadq 1/129 ®Vgdm£ sgd odnokd hm F`y` `vnjd sn sgd
fact that the borders were open and the [Israeli] army in the [Gaza] Envelope had collapsed, a number of civilians, young men and armed 
ldm dmsdqdc eqnl F`y`- Sgdqd v`r rnld bg`nr£ `mc odnokd qd`bgdc sgd jhaatsyhl `mcsettlements [referring to Israeli civilian 
communities in the areas surrounding Gaza]. Then some security guards there, soldiers and settlers clashed inside these kibbutzim and 
settlements with Al-P`rr`l ZAqhf`cdr\ xntsg+ vghbg kdc sn bhuhkh`m b`rt`kshdr-¯Al Jazeera,   ϣЪϼЛв иϺк :ϢϼтϾϮЯЮ Ѐϝвϲ ϣЪϼϲЮ сЂϝтЂЮϜ ϞϦЪвЮϜ ЀтϚϼ ϞϚϝж
ϝжϠЛІ ϣтϼϲ ХтϼА пЯК ϣвϸЧϦв Z®Cdotsx gd`c ne G`l`r­r onkhshb`k atqd`t sn @k I`yddq`9 Sghr hr `m `cu`mbdc a`sskd nm sgd o`sg sn ntq odnokd&r
eqddcnl¯\ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
A`rdl M`hl+ gd`c ne G`l`r­r Onkhshb`k `mc Hmsdqm`shnm`k Qdk`shnmr Cdo`qsldms+ `krn rs`sdc sg`s sghr v`ud hmunkudc ®F`y` qdrhcents and 
`qldc enqbdr¯ vgn ®qtrgdc hm vhsgnts bnnqchm`shnm vhsg G`l`r¯-Basem Naim, letter to Human Rights Watch, 14 April 2024, available at: 
Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯9O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk (previously cited), 
p. 242 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Human Rights Watch). 
97 Rdd Bg`osdq 4 ®Tmk`vetk jhkkhmfr `mc `ss`bjr nm bhuhkh`mr¯+ Bg`osdq 5 ®Gnrs`fd-s`jhmf `mc rdhytqd ne anchdr¯ `mc Bg`osdq 6 ®Ogxrhb`k+
rdwt`k `mc orxbgnknfhb`k `atrd¯- 
98 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE­r Nbs 6 oqnadr rgnv hs lhrqd`c G`l`r enq xd`qr+ kdes rntsgdqm Hrq`dk tssdqkx utkmdq`akd¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1025, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idfs-oct-7-probes-show-it-misread-hamas-for-years-left-southern-israel-utterly-vulnerable; Times of Israel, 
®Dmshqd F`y` Chuhrhnm v`r nudqqtm enq gntqr+ `mc HCE chcm­s jmnv hs: 656 sqnnor e`bdc 4+/// sdqqnqhrsr¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/767-troops-faced-5000-terrorists-gaza-division-was-overrun-for-hours-idf-oct-7-probe 
99 Rdd Bg`osdq 2 ®A`bjfqntmc¯- 
100 Rdd Bg`osdq 4 ®Tmk`vetk jhkkhmfr `mc `ss`bjr nm bhuhkh`mr¯- 
101 Sgd TM Bnllhrrhnm ne Hmpthqx mnsdc9 ®@ooqnwhl`sdkx 04/+/// odnokd vdqd du`bt`sdc eqnl sgdhq gnldr hm rntsgdqm Hrq`dk nm `mc
hlldch`sdkx `esdq 6 Nbsnadq-¯ TM Bnllhrrhnm ne Hmpthqx+ Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 
10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para. 29.  
102 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ G``qdsy+ ®Sgd sq`fdcx ne Hrq`dk­r 024+/// chrok`bdc bhshydmr¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1/13+https://www.haaretz.com/israel-
news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/what-makes-the-plight-of-israels-displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-a1dd-
fbf529ed0000  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/idfs-oct-7-probes-show-it-misread-hamas-for-years-left-southern-israel-utterly-vulnerable
https://www.timesofisrael.com/767-troops-faced-5000-terrorists-gaza-division-was-overrun-for-hours-idf-oct-7-probe
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/what-makes-the-plight-of-israels-displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-a1dd-fbf529ed0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/what-makes-the-plight-of-israels-displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-a1dd-fbf529ed0000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/what-makes-the-plight-of-israels-displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-a1dd-fbf529ed0000
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hostilities. Palestinian civilians who participated in the attacks, whether armed or not, lost their immunity 
from direct attack when and only for such time as they were directly participating in hostilities.  

Local police officers in the cities of Sderot and Ofakim, members of emergency response squads in the 
kibbutzim and moshavim and other civilians in southern Israel, who only were acting in individual self-
defence or defence of others against direct attacks against civilians or other acts prohibited under 
international humanitarian law, generally would not be considered as directly participating in hostilities and 
thus would not have lost their immunity as civilians.103  

Some other Israeli security forces had military roles and participated in operations of the Israeli military. They 
included units of the Israel Border Police, such as Yamam (its National Counter-Terrorism Unit) and Yamas 
(its undercover tactical unit), and the Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin Bet). They often 
directly participated in hostilities and therefore lost any immunity from direct attack for the duration of their 
participation. 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW APPLICABLE TO NON-INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS 

Gaza is militarily occupied by Israel.104 Under international humanitarian law, occupations are 
hmsdqm`shnm`k `qldc bnmekhbsr- Hrq`dk­r bnmctbs hm F`y` hr fnudqmdc ax sgd qtkdr ne nbbto`shnm k`v± a 
part of international humanitarian law ± and by international human rights law and, during hostilities, by 
the rules on the conduct of hostilities ± another part of international humanitarian law. However, in the 
fighting between Hamas and other Palestinian non-state armed groups, on the one hand, and Israeli 
forces, on the other, whether it is taking place in occupied Gaza or in Israel, all parties are bound by the 
rules of international humanitarian law applicable in non-international armed conflict.105  

Drawing on the jurisprudence of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the 
ICRC has defined a non-hmsdqm`shnm`k `qldc bnmekhbs `r ®oqnsq`bsdc `qldc bnmeqnms`shnmr nbbtqqhmf
between governmental armed forces and the forces of one or more armed groups, or between such 
groups arising on the territory of a State. The armed confrontation has reached a minimum level of 
hmsdmrhsx+ `mc sgd o`qshdr hmunkudc hm sgd bnmekhbs ltrs rgnv ` lhmhltl ne nqf`mhr`shnm-¯106 Hamas, 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad and several other Palestinian armed groups involved in the fighting that began 
on 7 October 2023 meet the criterion of being sufficiently organized for the purpose of being a party to a 
non-international armed conflict.107 It is also clear that the armed confrontations that began on 7 
October 2023 in Israel and Gaza meet the intensity criterion required for classification of a situation as a 
non-international armed conflict.108  

Therefore, the fighting between Hamas and other armed groups and Israeli forces is governed by the 
rules of international humanitarian law applicable in non-international armed conflicts. These rules are 

 
103 If they joined the operations of the military outside of these parameters, they would also have been directly participating in hostilities and 
thereby have lost their immunity from direct attack for the duration of their participation. 
104 ICJ, Legal Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including East 
Jerusalem, advisory opinion, para. 94.  
105 HBB+ ®Rhst`shnm hm sgd Rs`sd ne O`kdrshmd9 HBB Oqd-Trial Chamber I issues warrant of arrest for Mohammed Diab Ibrahim Al-L`rqh 'Cdhe(¯+
21 November 2024, https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-
ibrahim 
Israel is bound by its obligations under international human rights law, as well as international humanitarian law. See ICJ, Legal 
Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including East Jerusalem, advisory 
opinion, para. 100.  
106 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), How Is the Term ®Armed Conflict̄  Defined in International Humanitarian Law?, March 
2008, https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf; and International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Prosecutor v. Fatmir Limaj, Case IT-03-66-T, Judgment, 30 November 2005. 
107 The ICRC has identified, based on ICTY jurisprudence, the following factors as indicating that an armed group is sufficiently organized to 
be a party to a non-hmsdqm`shnm`k `qldc bnmekhbs9 ®sgd dwhrsdmbd ne ` bnll`mc rsqtbstqd `mc chrbhokhm`qx qtkdr: sgdexistence of a 
headquarters; the fact that the group controls a certain territory; the ability of the group to gain access to weapons or other military 
dptholdms+ qdbqthsr `mc lhkhs`qx sq`hmhmf: sgd fqnto­r `ahkhsx sn drs`akhrg ` tmhehdc lhkhs`qx rsq`sdfx`mc trd lhkhs`qx s`bshbr: sgd fqnto­r `ahkhsx
sn ok`m+ bnnqchm`sd `mc b`qqx nts lhkhs`qx nodq`shnmr+ hmbktchmf sqnno lnudldmsr `mc knfhrshbr: sgd fqnto­r `ahkhsx sn rod`jwith one voice 
and negotiate and conclude agreements such as ceasefires or peace accoqcr-¯ Sgd HBQB mnsdr9 ®Sgd hcdmshehb`shnm ne `m `qldc fqnto `r
sufficiently organized for the purpose of IHL [international humanitarian law] classification thus does not require the fulfilment of all 
hmchb`shud e`bsnqr mnq ne `mx nmd hm o`qshbtk`q-¯ HBQB+ Gnv hr sgd Sdql ®@qldc Bnmekhbs¯ Cdehmdc hm Hmsdqm`shnm`k Gtl`mhs`qh`m K`v>, April 
2024, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-opinion-paper-how-term-armed-conflict-defined-international-humanitarian-law, pp. 13-14. 
108 Based on ICTY jurisprudence, the ICRC has identified the following factors as indicating that fighting between parties is sufficiently 
intense to be classified as a non-hmsdqm`shnm`k `qldc bnmekhbs9 ®sgd mtladq+ ctq`shnm `mc hmsdmrhsx ne hmchuhct`k bnmeqnntations between 
them; the type of weapons and other military equipment used; the number and calibre of munitions fired; the number of persons and types 
of forces partaking in the fighting; the number of casualties (including, inter alia, all persons killed, wounded, displaced or missing); the 
extent of material destruction; the number of civilians fleeing combat zones the involvement of the UN Security Council, which may also be 
` qdekdbshnm ne sgd hmsdmrhsx ne ` bnmekhbs-¯ HBQB+Gnv hr sgd Sdql ®@qldc Bnmekhbs¯ Cdehmdc hm Hmsdqm`shnm`k Gtl`mhs`qh`m K`v>, April 2024 
(previously cited), pp. 14-15. 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-opinion-paper-how-term-armed-conflict-defined-international-humanitarian-law
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codified in Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed 
Conflicts (Protocol II). The State of Palestine is a party to the Geneva Conventions and to Protocol II. 
Israel is a party to the Geneva Conventions, but it is not a party to Protocol II. In any event, all the rules 
cited in this report form part of customary international humanitarian law and are legally binding on all 
parties, whether they are state forces or non-state armed groups.109  

Bnllnm @qshbkd 2 hr ®` lhmhltl x`qcrshbj¯ vghbg `ookhdr hm `kk rhst`shnmr ne `qldc bnmekhbs sn `kk
parties.110 It provides fundamental guarantees to all persons taking no active part in hostilities, including 
civilians and captured, sick, surrendered or wounded members of armed forces or armed groups. It 
prohibits murder, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture, hostage taking, and outrages upon personal 
dignity. 

The protections of Common Article 3 are supplemented by customary international humanitarian law 
applicable in non-international armed conflicts, which also include rules on the conduct of hostilities. A 
fundamental rule of international humanitarian law is that parties to an armed conflict must at all times 
®chrshmfthrg adsvddm bhuhkh`mr `mc bnla`s`msr¯+ drodbh`kkx hm sg`s ®Z`\ss`bjr l`x nmkx ad chqdbsdc
`f`hmrs bnla`s`msr¯ `mc ®ltrs mns ad chqdbsdc `f`hmrs bhuhkh`mr¯-111 A similar rule requires parties to 
chrshmfthrg adsvddm ®bhuhkh`m naidbsr¯ `mc ®lhkhs`qx naidbshudr¯-112 These rules are part of the 
fundamental principle of distinction. 

Civilians are persons who are not members of the armed forces. The civilian population comprises all 
persons who are civilians.113 Civilians are protected against attack, unless and for such time as they take 
a direct part in hostilities.114 @bbnqchmf sn sgd HBQB+ ®sgd b`tr`shnm ne g`ql hm hmchuhct`k rdke-defence or 
cdedmbd ne nsgdqr `f`hmrs uhnkdmbd oqnghahsdc tmcdq HGK Zhmsdqm`shnm`k gtl`mhs`qh`m k`v\¯ rgntkc mns ad
considered direct participation in hostilities.115  

®Bhuhkh`m naidbsr `qd `kk naidbsr sg`s `qd mns lhkhs`qx naidbshudr¯-116 Lhkhs`qx naidbshudr `qd ®sgnrd naidbsr
which by their nature, location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and 
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances ruling at the time, 
offers a ddehmhsd lhkhs`qx `cu`ms`fd-¯117 

 
109 ICRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law (IHL), Volume 1: Rules. This is available as a database (https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl)+ `m nmkhmd udqrhnm ne sgd HBQB­r rstcx nm btrsnl`qx hmsdqm`shnm`k gtl`mhs`qh`m k`v+ nqhfhm`kkx
published in 2005. The rules remain the same. Information on the practice underlying them is regularly updated. 
110 ICJ, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v. United States of America), Judgment, 27 June 1986, 
para. 218. 
111 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 1. See also Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection 
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), Article 48; Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
Relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), Article 12(2).  
112 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 7. 
113 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 5. 
114 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 6. The ICRC identified three cumulative criteria for a specific act to qualify as direct participation in hostilities: 
1. The act must be likely to adversely affect the military operation or military capacity of a party to an armed conflict or, alternatively, to 
inflict death, injury or destruction on persons or objects protected against direct attack (threshold of harm); 2. There must be a direct causal 
link between the act and the harm likely to result either from that act, or from a coordinated military operation of which that act constitutes 
an integral part (direct causation); and 3. The act must be specifically designed to directly cause the required threshold of harm in support 
of a party to the conflict and to the detriment of another (belligerent nexus). ICRC, Interpretive Guidance on the Notion of Direct 
Participation in Hostilities under International Humanitarian Law, June 2020, https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0990-interpretive-
guidance-notion-direct-participation-hostilities-under-international  
115 ICRC, Interpretive Guidance on the Notion of Direct Participation in Hostilities under International Humanitarian Law (previously cited), 
p. 61. 
116 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 9.  
117 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 8.  

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0990-interpretive-guidance-notion-direct-participation-hostilities-under-international
https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0990-interpretive-guidance-notion-direct-participation-hostilities-under-international
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5. UNLAWFUL KILLINGS 
AND ATTACKS ON 
CIVILIANS 

Amnesty International documented ground attacks on civilians and civilian locations throughout the areas 
surrounding Gaza, as well as the city of Ofakim, which lies further east, on 7 October 2023. It found that 
those responsible for the overwhelming majority of the killings of civilians in these attacks were Palestinian 
fighters. They most often were, or appeared to be, from the Al-Qassam Brigades. Amnesty International 
found evidence of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr `mc sgd M`shnm`k Qdrhrs`mbd Aqhf`cdr adhmf oqdrdms `s sgd
scene of at least one killing and evidence of the Al-Quds Brigades being involved in another. In the attacks 
documented by Amnesty International, the victims were generally residents of the civilian communities 
targeted, including, in some cases, members of the local emergency response squads, or festival-goers.  

The armed groups who killed and injured civilians not directly taking part in hostilities in southern Israel 
violated, under international humanitarian law, the prohibition of murder and of direct attacks on civilians, in 
some cases, and of indiscriminate attacks, in others. In cases where they attacked homes and other civilian 
buildings, they also violated the prohibition of direct attacks on civilian objects.  

On and following 7 October 2023, the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups based in 
Gaza fired thousands of unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated 
areas in Israel, as well as at Israeli forces. The attacks had killed 15 civilians in Israel by the end of 2023. 
These attacks violated the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks under international humanitarian law. As in 
many cases there were no discernible military targets, they may have violated the prohibition of direct attacks 
on civilians and on civilian objects. 

The Al-Qassam Brigades and the Al-Quds Brigades repeatedly threatened to kill the Israeli hostages they had 
been holding since 7 October 2023 in retaliation for Israeli actions and to prevent rescue operations by the 
Israeli military. Amnesty International has concluded that, based on all available evidence, at least six 
hostages were killed by the Al-Qassam Brigades. Such killings also violate the prohibition of murder under 
international humanitarian law. 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

International humanitarian law prohibits direct attacks on civilians and civilian objects and requires 
parties to a conflict at all times to distinguish between civilians and civilian objects and combatants and 
military objectives. Attacks may only be directed against combatants and military objectives, and not 
against civilians and civilian objects.118 Indiscriminate attacks, that is, attacks of a nature to strike 

 
118 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rules 1 and 7. 
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military objects and civilians or civilian objects without distinction, are prohibited.119 The use of weapons 
which are by nature indiscriminate is prohibited.120 

All members of the armed forces, except medical and religious personnel, are combatants.121 Civilians 
are persons who are not members of the armed forces.122 Civilians are protected against attacks, unless 
and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.123 Acts of self-defence in individual self-
defence or defence of others against violence prohibited under international humanitarian law do not, 
gnvdudq+ bnmrshstsd chqdbs o`qshbho`shnm hm gnrshkhshdr+ `mc cn mns sqhffdq ` knrr ne ` bhuhkh`m­r oqnsdbsdc
status.124 

Hmsdqm`shnm`k gtl`mhs`qh`m k`v oqnghahsr ®uhnkdmbd sn khed `mc odqrnm+ hm o`qshbtk`q ltqcdq ne `kk jhmcr¯
against persons placed hors de combat.125 Attacking hostages and captive soldiers, who are recognized 
as hors de combat, is prohibited. A person hors de combat is a person who is no longer participating in 
hostilities, by choice or circumstance. It includes anyone who is in the power of an adverse party, 
anyone who is defenceless because of unconsciousness, shipwreck, wounds or sickness, and anyone 
who clearly expresses an intention to surrender, provided they abstain from any hostile act and do not 
attempt to escape.126 Killings of civilians or persons hors de combat are prohibited.127  

International humanitarian law also prohibits the use of human shields. This is the intentional co-location 
of military objectives and civilians or persons hors de combat with the specific intent of trying to prevent 
the targeting of those military objectives.128 

5.1 GROUND ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS 
Amnesty International documented ground attacks on civilian locations throughout the areas in Israel 
surrounding Gaza, as well as the city of Ofakim, on 7 October 2023. It did so by reviewing and mostly 
verifying 110 videos and 28 photographs, reviewing satellite imagery and conducting 17 interviews with 
survivors, including people who were injured in such attacks, and six relatives of victims who were killed in 
the attacks, as well as reviewing and cross-checking written accounts by survivors and witnesses, Israeli civil 
society documentation initiatives, media reports and the findings of Israeli military investigations.129 

It documented attacks by hundreds of fighters from the military wings of Palestinian armed groups on the 
jhaatsyhl ne Ad­dqh+ Gnkhs+ Je`q @yy`+ L`fdm+ M`g`k Ny+ Qd­hl `mc Rte`+ sgd lnrg`u ne Mdshu G`@r`q`+ sgd
cities of Ofakim and Sderot, Zikim beach and the Nova festival site, surrounding areas and escape routes 
from it. Some fighters wore military-style clothing and sometimes body armour vests; others wore civilian 
clothing. Most carried weapons, including assault rifles, machine guns, grenades and RPGs. Over 650 
civilians were killed in these attacks.   

It found that fighters arrived to attack these civilian locations from around 6.30am on 7 October 2023, 
generally amid rocket fire from Gaza.130 Most came overland in vehicles such as pickup trucks and 
motorcycles, driving through breaches in the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza. However, a minority arrived 
by air using motorized paragliders or by sea using inflatable rubber boats. 

Hm sgd bnmsdws ne svn ne sgd `ss`bjr+ sgnrd nm Ad­dqh `mc M`g`k Ny+ to sn 01 odnokd `mc sgqdd odnokd+
respectively, were killed by Israeli military fire, according to Israeli military investigations. However, in the vast 
majority of cases, those responsible for the killings in the attacks it documented were Palestinian fighters. 
Amnesty International investigated in detail incidents in which around 100 people who were confirmed as 
civilians or presumed to be civilians died, concluding that they were killed by fighters. It reviewed and cross-
checked evidence that fighters were responsible for killing the vast majority of the remaining civilians who 

 
119 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rules 11 and 12. 
120 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 71. 
121 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 4.  
122 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 5.  
123 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 6.  
124 ICRC Interpretative Guidance on the Notion of Direct Participation in Hostilities Under International Humanitarian Law, May 2009, 
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/icrc-002-0990.pdf, p. 69.  
125 Geneva Conventions, Common Article 3. 
126 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 47.  
127 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 89. 
128 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 97. 
129 Rdd Bg`osdq 1 ®Rbnod `mc ldsgncnknfx¯- 
130 Rdd rdbshnm 4-1 ®Hmchrbqhlhm`sd qnbjds `mc lnqs`q ehqd¯- 

https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/icrc-002-0990.pdf
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died in the attacks it documented, including the fact that the Israeli military was not present when most 
killings happened. Its assessment of the evidence regarding the killings of civilians in other communities 
indicated similarly that the vast majority were killed by fighters.       

Amnesty International identified a number of patterns. In civilian communities, fighters targeted civilians in 
their homes, including in safe rooms, sometimes setting houses on fire, either to kill or to drive out the 
inhabitants. In some places, they appeared to have a plan to target members of the emergency response 
rpt`c ehqrs- Hm nmd jhaatsy+ Ad­dqh+ sgdx trdc bhuhkh`mr `r gtl`m rghdkcr- Ansg vhsghm bhuhkh`m bnlltmhshdr
and at other civilian locations, notably Zikim beach and the Nova festival site, surrounding areas and escape 
routes from it, fighters fired into areas full of civilians and targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee. 
They killed civilians in cars, by firing at them with guns or burning them alive. They hunted down others 
where they were trying to hide, such as in bomb shelters and public toilets. They also abducted and 
summarily killed some civilians. In many of these locations, they also abducted civilians and took them into 
captivity in Gaza.131 Overall, they targeted and killed civilians of different ethnicities, nationalities and ages, 
including children and older people. Some fighters filmed their attacks, apparently as a means of 
propaganda, intimidation and glorification of violence. They left behind shattered communities. 

  

In the cases documented by Amnesty International, the assailants perpetrating the killings most often were, 
or appeared to be, from the Al-Qassam Brigades. Amnesty International also found evidence of fighters from 
the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr `mc sgd M`sional Resistance Brigades being present at the scene of one killing 
and evidence of the Al-Quds Brigades being involved in another.  

 
131 Rdd Bg`osdq 5 ®Gnrs`fd-s`jhmf `mc rdhytqd ne anchdr¯- 
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In the cases documented by Amnesty International, the victims were generally residents of the civilian 
communities targeted, including members of the local emergency response squads, or they were festival-
goers or other visitors to the area. A few of those whom it could not identify may conceivably have been 
soldiers on leave.132 However, the attackers were highly unlikely to have had any way of knowing that they 
were soldiers when they killed them. In one case, the person killed was a member of Yamam (the National 
Counter-Terrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police), who had been sent to the area to investigate the 
attacks.133 

In all the cases Amnesty International documented, the victims were killed in the hours between the start of 
the attacks and the arrival of the Israeli military. It considers that fighters directly attacked civilian locations in 
these cases and deliberately and unlawfully killed civilians. While some victims in these cases picked up and 
used firearms, Amnesty International considers that they did so in self-defence or in defence of others from 
unlawful acts of violence, and should not therefore be considered to have been directly participating in 
hostilities. 

These patterns of unlawful killings reflect those documented by the UN Commission of Inquiry, other 
international human rights organizations such as Human Rights Watch, and Israeli civil society 
documentation initiatives.134 

The UN Commission of Inquiry also recorded evidence of the killing of soldiers who were hors de combat at 
the Nahal Oz military base.135 Amnesty International did not manage to obtain such evidence and was thus 
unable to conclude whether the assailants committed such acts. 

Some 30 children were killed in the ground attacks on civilian communities on 7 October 2023.136 Many 
appear to have been killed in deliberate attacks by assailants who shot at and/or set on fire the safe rooms or 
other places where they were sheltering or the vehicles in which they were travelling. Amnesty International 
documented the killing of Or Taasa, aged 17, in a public toilet where he was sheltering on Zikim beach.137 It 
has also referred to media reports of the killings of Carmel Becher, aged 15, and Mila Cohen, aged nine 
lnmsgr+ hm sgd r`ed qnnlr ne sgdhq gnldr hm sgd bnmsdws ne hsr cnbtldms`shnm ne jhkkhmfr hm Ad­dqh-138 In 
another notable case, three children, twin girls Arbel Siman Tov and Shachar Siman Tov, aged five, and their 
brother Omer Siman Tov, aged two, were likewise killed, along with their parents Tamar and Yehonatan 
(Jonny) Siman Tov, in the safe room of their home.139 Two children, Noiya and Yahel Sharabi, aged 16 and 
13, were killed with their mother, Lianne Brisley-Sharabi, hm sgdhq gnld hm Ad­dqh+ `mc svn nsgdqr+ Khdk `mc
X`m`h Gdsyqnmh+ l`x g`ud addm jhkkdc ax Hrq`dkh s`mj ehqd hm Ad­dqh-140 In at least four cases, those of the Vital-
Kaploun family in Holit, the Berdichesky family in Kfar Azza, the Taasa family in Netiv HaAsara and the Karp 
e`lhkx hm Qd­hl+ ehfgsdqr `ood`qdc sn ro`qd xntmf bghkcqdm+ vghkd jhkkhmf `ctksr `qntmc sgdl-141  

Also, among those killed in the ground attacks on civilian communities were individuals of other nationalities, 
mostly Asian and African migrant workers, students and asylum seekers. Thai nationals, mostly agricultural 
workers, made up the largest group of foreign nationals killed on 7 October 2023. Amnesty International 
cnbtldmsdc sgd ltqcdq ne svn Sg`h `fqhbtkstq`k vnqjdqr hm Qd­hl-142 Other notable cases include that of 12 
Sg`h `fqhbtkstq`k vnqjdqr+ `r vdkk `r 0/ Mdo`kdrd `fqhbtkstq`k rstcdmsr+ vgn vdqd jhkkdc hm sgd vnqjdqr­ khuhmf

 
132 Svdkud rnkchdqr nm kd`ud vdqd jhkkdc `s sgd Mnu` edrshu`k- Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-6 ®Mnu` edrshu`k¯- 
133 Rdd rdbshnm 4-8 ®Qd­hl¯- 
134 UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/56/CRP.3; Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯9 O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk 
(previously cited); Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the 
Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 
7-9.10.2023 (previously). 
135 UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 113-116. 
136 According to AFP, a total of 37 children were killed in the attacks of 7 October 2023. @EO+ ®Gnv l`mx bghkcqdm vdqd jhkkdc hm G`l`r­r
Nbsnadq 6 `ss`bj>¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- Rdudm ne sgnrd bghkcqdm vdqd jhkkdc `ra qdrtks ne qnbjds `ss`bjr- Rdd rdbshnm 4-1 ®Hmchrbqhlhm`sd qnbjds
`mc lnqs`q ehqd¯- 
137 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-01 ®Yhjhl ad`bg¯- 
138 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-0 ®Ad­dqh¯- 
139 BMM+ ®Hrq`dkh vnl`m qdb`kkr rod`jhmf vhsg gdq e`lhkx `r sgdx vdqd jhkkdc ax G`l`r¯+ 00 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/11/israel-woman-family-members-killed-hamas-attack-sot-cnc-vpx.cnn; Times of Israel, 
®Dmshqd Rhl`m Snu e`lhkx9 Ltqcdqdc ax G`l`r hm Jhaatsy Mhq Ny¯+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.timesofisrael.com/terrorists-murdered-
entire-young-family-sheltering-in-kibbutz-nir-oz-saferoom: Bg`mmdk 02 mdvr qdonqs+ `u`hk`akd `s9 Jhaatsy Mhq Ny+ ®Dmshqd Rhl`m Snu e`lhkx9
Ltqcdqdc ax G`l`r hm sgdhq ¬r`edqnnl­ hm Mhq Ny± Bg`mmdk 02¯+ 04 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqP0iT0a1pg 
140 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-0 ®Ad­dqh¯- 
141 Rdd rdbshnmr 4-0-1 ®Gnkhs¯+ 4-0-2 ®Je`q @yy`¯+ 4-0-5- ®Mdshu G`@r`q`¯+ `mc 4-0-8 ®Qd­hl¯- 
142 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-8 ®Qd­hl¯- 

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/11/israel-woman-family-members-killed-hamas-attack-sot-cnc-vpx.cnn
https://www.timesofisrael.com/terrorists-murdered-entire-young-family-sheltering-in-kibbutz-nir-oz-saferoom/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/terrorists-murdered-entire-young-family-sheltering-in-kibbutz-nir-oz-saferoom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqP0iT0a1pg
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quarters of the kibbutz of Alumim,143 and that of 11 Thai agricultural workers who were killed in Nir Oz.144 
Amnesty International also documented the murder of Tanzanian agriculture student Joshua Mollel in Nahal 
Oz.145 Fellow Tanzanian agriculture student Clemens Felix Matanga, who was living in Nir Oz, was also 
killed.146 Among those killed in the city of Sderot were two Eritrean asylum seekers.147  

Hamas has denied that its forces carried out targeted killings of civilians during the ground attacks of 7 
October 2023. Hm ®Ntq M`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯+ hrrtdc nm 10 I`mt`qx 1/13+ hs rs`sdc9 

®Vg`s sgd Hrq`dkh nbbto`shnm oqnlnsdc ne `kkdf`shnmr sg`s sgd @k-Qassam Brigades on Oct. 7 were targeting 
Hrq`dkh bhuhkh`mr `qd mnsghmf ats bnlokdsd khdr `mc e`aqhb`shnmr£ Hs hr `krn ` l`ssdq ne e`bs sg`s ` mtladq ne
Israeli settlers in settlements around Gaza were armed, and clashed with Palestinian fighters on Oct. 7. Those 
rdsskdqr vdqd qdfhrsdqdc `r bhuhkh`mr vghkd sgd e`bs hr sgdx vdqd `qldc ldm ehfgshmf `knmfrhcd sgd Hrq`dkh `qlx£
When speaking about Israeli civilians, it must be known that conscription applies to all Israelis above the age of 
18 ± males who served 32 months of military service and females who served 24 months ± where all can carry 
`mc trd `qlr- Sghr hr a`rdc nm sgd Hrq`dkh rdbtqhsx sgdnqx ne `m ¬`qldc odnokd­ vghbg stqmdc sgd Hrq`dkhentity into 
¬`m `qlx vhsg ` bntmsqx `ss`bgdc-­¯148 

G`l`r trdr sgd sdql ®rdsskdqr¯ `mc ®rdsskdldmsr¯ hm sghr cnbtldms sn qdedq sn Hrq`dkh bhuhkh`mr khuhmf hm bhuhkh`m
communities in Israel. It is true that many of them have completed military service and, up to the age of 40, 
can be called for reserve duty. Some of them have access to arms, either because they own personal 
weapons or because they are members of emergency response squads. Some used those weapons in self-
defence, as already noted. Members of emergency response squads were posthumously recognized as 
®e`kkdm rnkchdqr¯ ax sgd Hrq`dkh rs`sd `mc fhudm q`mjr hm sgd lhkhs`qx- Gnvdudq+ sgdrd e`bsr cn mns qdlnud sgd
civilian status they enjoyed at the time of the attacks and their killing.  

Consequently, Hamas wrongly characterized all adult Israelis liable for military service as combatants, 
thereby implicitly justifying their killing. The justification is unacceptable and, moreover, cannot explain the 
killing of children, older people, Bedouin citizens of Israel, who generally do not serve in the Israeli military, 
foreign workers and students or individuals of other nationalities who did not hold Israeli citizenship. It also 
cannot explain the murder of people after they had been captured or otherwise rendered hors de combat.  

Hamas has also claimed that many Israeli civilians were killed by Israeli fire. It stated: 

®Sgd Hrq`dkh nbbto`shnm `qlx anladc sgd gntrdr hm sgd Hrq`dkh rdsskdldmsr vgdqd O`kdrshmh`m ehfgsdqr `mc
Hrq`dkhr vdqd hmrhcd hm ` bkd`q `ookhb`shnm ne sgd Hrq`dkh `qlx mnsnqhntr ¬G`mmha`k Chqdbshud­¯-149 

As noted above and, in some cases, as acknowledged by Israeli military investigations, some Israeli civilians 
were indeed killed by Israeli forces in cases of mistaken identification and/or in application of the Hannibal 
Directive, an Israeli military protocol that puts Israeli forces at risk to prevent them from being captured.150 
However, as explored below, available evidence indicates that the vast majority of civilians were killed by 
Palestinian assailants, not Israeli military forces.  

 
143 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Vnqjhmf sgqntfg sgd sq`tl`+ Sg`h e`qlg`mcr vgn rtquhudc Nbs- 6 qdstqm sn sgd ehdkcr¯+ 18 I`mt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/working-through-the-trauma-thai-farmhands-who-survived-oct-7-return-to-the-fields 
144 Fkna`k Mdvr+ ®21 Sg`h m`shnm`kr jhkkdc hm G`l`r­ Nbs- 6 `ss`bjr+ 14 adhmf gdkc gnrs`fd¯+ 10 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq3BqHaaxxY: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Sg`m`jqhs Oq`jnsvnmf+ 249 Sg`h k`anqdq v`r xntmfdrs ne 7 ltqcdqdc ax
G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr hm Jhaatsy Mhq Ny nm Nbsnadq 6¯+ 12 L`qbg 1/14+https://www.timesofisrael.com/thanakrit-prakotwong-35-thai-laborer-
was-youngest-of-8 
145 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-5 ®M`g`k Ny¯- 
146 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Clemence Felix Matanga, https://oct7map.com/ClemenceFelixMatanga 
'`bbdrrdc 01 L`x 1/14(: G``qdsy+ ®S`my`mh`m l`m vgnrd ancx v`r qdbdmskx hcdmshehdc v`r jhkkdc nm Nbs- 6+ mns jhcm`oodc `r ehqst 
qdonqsdc¯+ 07 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzania-announces-death-of-one-of-
its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3ef-f7fb6b530000?lts=1745584610199: AAB+ ®Bkdldmbd Lsdmf`
sqhatsdr9 S`my`mh`m rstcdms jhkkdc hm Hrq`dk v`r ` ¬kd`cdq­¯+ 13 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67512484  
147 Hrq`dk+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Bhuhkh`m B`rt`kshdr¯+ 7 Nbsnadq 1/12 'toc`sdc 16 Edaqt`qx 1/14(+
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties 
148 G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®NtqM`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(, pp. 8-9. 
149 G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®NtqM`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(, p. 9. 
150 Idqtr`kdl Onrs+ ®¬@kk ld`mr `qd jnrgdq­9 @ knnj `s sgd HCE­r bnmsqnudqrh`k G`mmha`k Chqdbshud± dwok`hmdq¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-844045: G``qdsy+ ®HCE Nqcdqdc G`mmha`k Chqdbshud nm Nbsnadq 6 sn Oqdudms G`l`r S`jhmf
Rnkchdqr B`oshud¯+ 6 Itkx 1/13+https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idf-ordered-hannibal-
directive-on-october-7-to-prevent-hamas-taking-soldiers-captive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE neehbdqr
hmunjdc cdetmbs ¬G`mmha`k Oqnsnbnk­ ctqhmf Nbs- 6 ehfgshmf± qdonqs¯+ 6 Itkx 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officers-invoked-
defunct-hannibal-protocol-during-oct-7-fighting-report: Idqtr`kdl Onrs+ ®HCE b`qqhdc nts G`mmha`k Chqdbshud+ mdv ¬Rvnqc ne C`lnbkdr­
nodq`shnm nm Nbsnadq 6¯+ 17 Edaqt`qx 1/14+https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article-844008  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/working-through-the-trauma-thai-farmhands-who-survived-oct-7-return-to-the-fields/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq3BqHaaxxY
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thanakrit-prakotwong-35-thai-laborer-was-youngest-of-8
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thanakrit-prakotwong-35-thai-laborer-was-youngest-of-8
https://oct7map.com/ClemenceFelixMatanga
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzania-announces-death-of-one-of-its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3ef-f7fb6b530000?lts=1745584610199
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzania-announces-death-of-one-of-its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3ef-f7fb6b530000?lts=1745584610199
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67512484
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-844045
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idf-ordered-hannibal-directive-on-october-7-to-prevent-hamas-taking-soldiers-captive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idf-ordered-hannibal-directive-on-october-7-to-prevent-hamas-taking-soldiers-captive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officers-invoked-defunct-hannibal-protocol-during-oct-7-fighting-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officers-invoked-defunct-hannibal-protocol-during-oct-7-fighting-report/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article-844008
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5.1.1 AD­DQH 
Ad­dqh+ ` jhaatsy knb`sdc `qntmc 3jl eqnl sgd odqhldsdq edmbd rtqqntmchmf F`y` `mc gnld sn rnld 0+03/
residents,151 experienced one of the deadliest attacks on 7 October 2023. According to an Israeli military 
investigation into the attack, 101 civilians were killed, in addition to 31 members of the Israeli military and 
security forces who came to fight the assailants.152 The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil 
society documentation initiatives.153  

Some families were almost annihilated, among them the Sharabi family. Lianne Brisley-Sharabi, a 48-year-
old British-Israeli woman, and her two daughters, Noiya Sharabi, aged 16, and Yahel Sharabi, aged 13, were 
shot dead in their home, in the north-vdrs ne sgd jhaatsy+ `esdq vhsmdrrhmf sgd `actbshnm ne sgd fhqkr­ e`sgdq+
Eli Sharabi, then aged 51, by fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades who had broken into their home. Eli was 
held hostage in Gaza for 16 months, until his release on 8 February 2025.154 Kh`mmd­r aqnsgdq+ Rsdogdm
Brisley, told Amnesty International that the only information he had about the killing of his sister and nieces 
was from two photographs and a short video which had been taken by a kibbutz resident the day after 7 
October 2023 and shows the bodies of Lianne, Noiya and Yahel next to each other in a corridor on the 
ground floor of their home. The family dog had also been shot dead in the kitchen. Stephen told Amnesty 
International: 

®Vgdm sgd G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr aqnjd hmsn sgdhq gnld+ Kh`mmd+ Dkh `mc sgd fhqkr vdqd hm sgd r`ed qnnl+ vghbg v`r
X`gdk­r adcqnnl+ `mc Dkh cdbhcdc sg`s gd vntkc mns qdrhrs: gd jmdv sgdx vntkc s`jd ghl `mc gnodc sg`s Kh`mmd
and the girls would be safe. He believed that they were alive until his release. He thought he was going home to 
his wife and daughters. And the Hamas terrorists told him so as they made him practise what he was going to say 
at the time of his release. That was the last vicious thing they did adenqd qdkd`rhmf ghl-¯155 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k udqhehdc 14 uhcdnr qdk`sdc sn sgd `ss`bj nm Ad­dqh+ vghbg cdohbs jhkkhmfr+ `actbshnmr+
burning of homes and vehicles, and looting of property. 

@qldc ehfgsdqr qd`bgdc Ad­dqh rgnqskx `esdq rtmqhrd- BBSU enns`fd eqnl ` rdbtqhsx b`ldq` `s sgd dmsq`mbd
gate to the kibbutz shows two armed men in camouflage-coloured military-style clothing ± one wearing a 
green Al-Qassam Brigades headband ± arriving at approximately 6.55am.156 One of them breaks the 
guardroom window using a rifle, apparently to gain control of the gate, while the other guards the gate. 
Seconds after they seize the gate, a blue car approaches the entrance. The fighter wearing an Al-Qassam 
Brigades headband then runs towards the car and fires directly at the people inside. The driver appears 
injured and motionless in the next few frames, and the car, riddled with bullet holes, moves slightly forward. 
The gate then opens, and the fighters enter the kibbutz. CCTV recording from another security camera taken 
roughly two hours later shows the same car with the doors wide open and debris surrounding it.157 Two 
fighters approach the vehicle and remove the bodies of three young men dressed in civilian clothing ± two 
from the front seats and another from the back ± violently dropping them on the ground. They then drag one 
of them away from the car before driving away in the same car. The men, Benayahu Bitton, aged 21, Maor 
Graziani, aged 22, and Yonatan Samerano, aged 23, had just fled the attack on the Nova festival.158  

 
151 Hrq`dk+ Bdmsq`k Atqd`t ne Rs`shrshbr+ Bdmrtr C`s` 1/11+ Ad­dqh+https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=dbfef74 (accessed 12 
May 2025). 
152 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®E`hktqd `mc rk`tfgsdq9 HCE­r Ad­dqh oqnad rgnvr `qlx­r bnknrr`k dqqnqr+ qdrhcdmsr­ aq`udqx¯+ 00 Itkx 1/24, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/failure-and-slaughter-idfs-beeri-probe-shows-armys-colossal-errors-residents-bravery 
153 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beeri (accessed 30 April 2025); October 7th 
Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen 
During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
154 Rdd rdbshnm 6-1 ®@atrd ne gnrs`fdr hm F`y` `mc e`lhkx ldladqr¯ enq cds`hkr- 
155 Interview by voice call with Stephen Brisley, 7 July 2025. 
156 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /494492/¯- Gnvdudq+Amnesty 
International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs+ `knmf vhsg rtmqhrd c`s`+ `mc bqnrr-referencing with witness 
testimony and other available reporting indicated that the camera used to record the footage was set approximately one hour behind the 
actual time of the event. 
157 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /89/4940¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms
with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
158 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Benayah Biton, https://oct7map.com/BenayahuBiton (accessed 30 April 
2025); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Maor Graziani, https://oct7map.com/MaorGraziani (accessed 30 April 
2025); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Yonatan Samerano, https://oct7map.com/YonatanSamerano 
'`bbdrrdc 2/ @oqhk 1/14(- Rdd `krn Sgd Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®Sgd C`x G`l`r B`ld¯+ 11 Cdbdladq 1/12+
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/12/22/world/europe/beeri-massacre.htm 
Xnm`s`m R`ldq`mn­r ancx v`r s`jdm sn F`y`- Rdd rdbshnm 5-2 ®Rdhytqd ne anchdr¯- 

https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=dbfef74
https://www.timesofisrael.com/failure-and-slaughter-idfs-beeri-probe-shows-armys-colossal-errors-residents-bravery
https://oct7map.com/BenayahuBiton
https://oct7map.com/MaorGraziani
https://oct7map.com/YonatanSamerano
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/12/22/world/europe/beeri-massacre.htm
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These three stills from CCTV footage taken by two 
rdbtqhsx b`ldq`r hm Ad­dqh rgnv `m `ss`bj nm
civilians on 7 October 2023. The first still (top) 
shows two fighters, including at least one from the 
Al-Qassam Brigades, arriving outside the kibbutz. 
The second (middle), taken by the same camera a 
minute later, shows a fighter from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades pointing a rifle directly at the people 
inside a blue car approaching the entrance of the 
kibbutz. Other images from the same video show 
him firing it. The third (bottom), taken by another 
camera, shows fighters removing the bodies of 
three young men dressed in civilian clothing from 
the same blue car roughly two hours later. 

 

 

 

 

Additional CCTV footage from the southern entrance to the kibbutz, recorded around 7.40am, shows at least 
10 vehicles ± mostly white pickup trucks ± driving past the gate, carrying armed fighters.159 A separate group 
of fighters is also seen on three motorbikes, with two already inside the kibbutz gate. 

Amnesty International also verified footage showing armed fighters in the western area of the kibbutz. Three 
videos verified by Amnesty International appear to show instances of hostage-taking and possible killings of 
individuals who had been abducted by fighters and forced to walk through the streets. In one video filmed by 
an assailant, a group of people in civilian clothing ± four women and one man ± are seen walking with their 
hands tied behind their backs, some barefoot.160 They are escorted by a group of fighters. One is wearing an 
Al-Qassam Brigades headband and most are armed, but three, including one on a motorcycle, are dressed 
in civilian clothing. Another video filmed by an assailant who is heard communicating over the radio, posted 
online by a news agency affiliated with Hamas, suggests that some of those initially abducted were later 

 
159 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12£ /692894/¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsg
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
160 Video posted by Michael A. Horowitz on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  
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killed on the outskirts of the kibbutz.161 At least four bodies ± who appear to be women ± are shown lying on 
the ground, with clothing and hair consistent with that of the four women seen in the earlier footage. 
According to Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, among those paraded through the streets of 
the kibbutz with their hands bound and later killed at the end of the road were Marcel Kaplun and Dror 
Kaplun, aged 64 and 68, respectively, a couple who had lived in Bd­dqh enq sgd o`rs svn cdb`cdr-162 Among 
the others identified as walking in the same line, also with her hands tied and later killed on the same road, 
was Kinneret Gat, a 67-year-nkc sd`bgdq eqnl Ad­dqh-163 

  

  
Sgdrd svn rshkkr eqnl ` uhcdn ehkldc ax `m `rr`hk`ms rgnv ehfgsdqr drbnqshmf vnldm hm bhuhkh`m bknsghmf `knmf ` qn`c hm Ad­dqi with their hands tied behind 
their backs on 7 October 2023. Some are barefoot. Some of those abducted were killed later the same day on the outskirts of the kibbutz. 

 

Videos filmed in the same western area of the kibbutz show more violence. In one video, fighters are walking 
among residential houses and firing rifles and an RPG.164 Several cars are in flames. In another video, 
numerous fighters, at least one wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades headband, are walking on a street with 
multiple burnt and burning vehicles.165 Satellite imagery from 10.35am and 11.18am local time on 7 
October 2023 shows that homes along this street, on the west side of the kibbutz, are on fire at the time the 
imagery is taken.166 Another video shows burnt bodies inside vehicles.167 

 
161 Video posted by ̭ ϝϠжчЮ ϞϝлІ ϣЮϝЪм [Shehab News Agency] on its Telegram channel on 8 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty 
International.  
162 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri, Kaplun Family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beeri/kaplun (accessed 12 May 
1/14(- Rdd `krn Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®L`qbdkkd Eq`hkhbg J`oktm+ 539 Knmfshld ghfg rbgnnk rbhdmbd sd`bgdq¯+ 10 Nbsnadq 1/12 'toc`sed 22 
September 2024), https://www.timesofisrael.com/marcel-frailich-kaplun-64-longtime-high-school-science-teacher: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Cqnq
J`oktm+ 57+ cd`sg bnmehqldc 1 lnmsgr `esdq Nbs- 6 ltqcdq¯+ 16 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.timesofisrael.com/presumed-captive-dror-
kaplun-last-heard-from-in-his-safe-room  

163 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Mdv Nbs- 6 enns`fd rgnvr uhbshl rshbjhmf snmftd nts `s sdqqnqhrsr adenqd gdq ltqcdq¯+ 16 Rdosdladq 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-oct-7-footage-shows-victim-sticking-tongue-out-at-terrorists-before-her-murder  
164 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades, posted by Laarabi on X on 8 October 2023 and held on file by 
Amnesty International.  
165 Video posted by PetyrTrollish on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
166 Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231007_073524_89_24ce, 7 October 2023; ESA, Sentinel-2, Catalogue ID 
S2A_MSIL2A_20231007T081821_N0509_R121_T36RXV_20231007T113602, 7 October 2023. 
167 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 11 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  

https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beeri/kaplun
https://www.timesofisrael.com/marcel-frailich-kaplun-64-longtime-high-school-science-teacher
https://www.timesofisrael.com/presumed-captive-dror-kaplun-last-heard-from-in-his-safe-room
https://www.timesofisrael.com/presumed-captive-dror-kaplun-last-heard-from-in-his-safe-room
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-oct-7-footage-shows-victim-sticking-tongue-out-at-terrorists-before-her-murder
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This still from a video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades shows burning homes and cars along a road in the western area of 
Ad­dqh nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12- 

 

 

This false-colour, near-infrared satellite imagery from 10.35am local time (on the left) and 11.18am local time (on the right) on 7 October 2023 shows smoke 
± highlighted with arrows ± qhrhmf eqnl gnldr nm sgd vdrs rhcd ne Ad­dqh nm ehqd- 

@mnsgdq Ad­dqh qdrhcdms+ 16-year-old Amos Alon, told Amnesty International that, when the attack started on 
sgd lnqmhmf ne 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+ gd v`r rs`xhmf `s ghr aqnsgdq­r gnld hm sgd ®xntsg¯ mdhfgantqgnnc `mc ghc
in a safe room there, while frequently exchanging messages with his parents and two brothers, who were 
sheltering in the safe room of the family home in a different neighbourhood: 

®Rnld 1/ sn 2/ G`l`r ftxr dmsdqdc sgd gntrd Zvgdqd sgd o`qdmsr `mc svn aqnsgdqr vdqd\- Sghr v`r 5-34`l- Sgdx
immediately started breaking stuff and tried to open the r`ed qnnl cnnq- Vd mdudq jmdv sgd cnnq bntkcm­s ad
locked.168 So, my father and my two brothers held the handle for around six to seven hours. There were a lot of 

 
168 Safe rooms in residential houses and apartments, which often serve as bedrooms, do not have locks as they were designed to protect 
residents from rockets fired from Gaza by Palestinian armed groups rather than to impede the forcible entry of assailants. 
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people, some of them civilians ± a lot of movement. They were breaking things, opening the fridge, eating ± as if 
they did not feel like they were in a war zone... They moved furniture, were getting ready for the army, placing 
their people on the roofs. Thd dldqfdmbx Zqdronmrd\ rpt`c bntkcm­s cn `mxsghmf--- bntkcm­s ots sgdhq mnrdr nts
adb`trd sgdx vntkc fds rgns eqnl sgd qnner--- Sgdqd vdqd l`xad 0/ Z`rr`hk`msr\ hm sgd gntrd--- Sgdx bntkcm­s fds
into the safe room but for some reason they did not shoot at the door... That was the first miracle. At 2.30pm they 
decided to burn the house so that the family would have to go out of the safe room. These were the worst hours 
for me; my parents wanted to go out of the room, and I had to argue with them. I told them to wait until they saw 
smoke inside the safe room. It was very hot but there was no smoke. And the second miracle is that this room 
has a different air conditioning system than the rest of the house. And the third miracle is that there was not a lot 
of furniture in the house, so the fire eventually started to die down, and the safe room door handle became less 
hot.  

®@s 4ol sgd ehqd cdbqd`rdc+ `mc ax sgdm, there were no terrorists in the house. Then I focused on myself and my 
survival.  

®@qntmc 5ol sdqqnqhrsr b`ld a`bj+ sqhdc `f`hm sn nodm sgd r`ed qnnl cnnq+ ats sgdx bntkcm­s nodm sgd cnnq: sgd
g`mckd v`r ldksdc+ `r xnt r`v- Rn+ sg`s v`r sgd entqsg lhq`bkd- @s 8ol sgd k`rs ognmd v`r cd`c rn sgdx bntkcm­s
communicate with me any more. We had an agreement: they should send me something every five minutes so I 
knew they were alive. Needless to say, sometimes 15 minutes went by without anything. For me that was the 
g`qcdrs shld- H chcm­s jmnv `mxsghmf--- 

®@s 00-2/ol sgd rodbh`k enqbdr fns sn sgd gntrd- Sgdx bntkcm­s adkhdud rnldnmd b`ld nts `khud adb`trd ne sgd
rs`sd ne sgd gntrd- Sgd sdqqnqhrsr g`c nodmdc sgd l`hm f`r khmd+ ats hs chcm­s dwokncd- Sg`s v`r sgd ehesg
lhq`bkd-¯169 

Amos also said that the assailants seemed to have ` bkd`q ok`m `mc sn jmnv sgd jhaatsy­r k`xnts- Gd r`hc
they climbed onto the roofs of two-storey houses to control the area and set several houses on fire, possibly 
to drive people out of safe rooms. Video and drone footage verified by Amnesty International and satellite 
imagery analysed by it suggest that the fire, which burnt several houses in the kibbutz, had been deliberately 
caused on the morning of 7 October 2023.170 

Fourteen civilians were held by fighters in the house of Pessy Cohen. Around the house, there was shooting 
between fighters and Israeli military forces, who arrived in the afternoon, after the fighters had reportedly 
killed another civilian in the house.171 The fighters used the civilians as human shields and positioned them 
at risk of gunfire; one fighter surrendered, using one of the civilians being held, Yasmin Porat, as a shield. 
Finally, an Israeli tank fired two shells at the house. After the fighting, it was ascertained that 12 of the 14 
civilians being held had been killed, including twins Liel Hetzroni and Yanai Hetzroni, aged 12, and Suhaib 
Abu Amer Razeem, a 22-year-old Palestinian resident of East Jerusalem and bus driver, who was abducted 
by fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades while waiting to collect Nova festival-goers and taken to Pessy 
Bngdm­r gntrd sn `bs `r ` sq`mrk`snq adsvddm sgd ehfgsdqr `mc Hrq`dkh enqbdr-172 It is not known exactly how 
many of the 12 were killed by the Israeli tank fire and how many were killed in the exchange of fire before 
that. Yasmin Porat and another civilian, Hadas Dagan, survived.173 

Hm `cchshnm sn Khdk `mc X`m`h Gdsqynmh+ rnld dhfgs nsgdq bghkcqdm vdqd `lnmf sgd bhuhkh`mr jhkkdc hm Ad­dqh nm
7 October 2023.174 Avida Becher is recorded in the media saying that his 15-year-old son, Carmel Becher, 

 
169 Hmsdquhdv hm odqrnm vhsg @lnr @knm+ 15 L`qbg 1/13+ Ad­dqh+ Hrq`dk 'sq`mrk`shnm eqnl sgd nqhfhm`k Gdaqdv hmsn Dmfkhrg axAmnesty 
International).  
170 @ bnkk`ordc qnne `mc ehqd c`l`fd nm nmd gntrd hr uhrhakd `s9 Vhnm+ ®Hrq`dk-G`l`r v`q9 Cqnmd enns`fd rgnvr cdu`rs`shnm ne Ad­dqh
jhaatsy¯+ 2/ Mnudladq 1/12+https://youtu.be/nr5ttKmMaks; Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231007_073524_89_24ce, 7 October 
2023; ESA, Sentinel-2, Catalogue ID S2A_MSIL2A_20231007T081821_N0509_R121_T36RXV_20231007T113602, 7 October 2023; 
Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231015_122436_ssc17_u0002, 15 October 2023. 
171 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ¯E`lhkhdr ne 02 odnokd jhkkdc hm Nbsnadq 6 Jhaatsy Ad­dqh ehqdehfgs cdl`mc oqnad¯+ 5 I`mt`qx 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/families-of-13-people-killed-in-october-7-kibbutz-beeri-firefight-demand-probe 
172 Video posted by Michael A. Horowitz on X on 1 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. See also Times of Israel, 
®Rtg`ha @at @ldq Q`yddl+ 119 Lhmhatr cqhudq eqnl D`rs Idqtr`kdl¯+ 0 @oqhk 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-
driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza 
173 Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®Sgd c`x G`l`r b`ld¯+ 11 Cdbdladq 1/12 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: @O+ ®Eqhdmckx ehqd l`x g`ud jhkkdc sgdhq qdk`shudr on Oct. 
6- Sgdrd Hrq`dkh e`lhkhdr v`ms `mrvdqr mnv¯+ 00 I`mt`qx 1/13+https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hostages-investigation-friendly-fire-
3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505b8e9: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®E`hktqd `mc rk`tfgsdq9 HCE­r Ad­dqh oqnad rgnvr `qlx­r bnknrr`k dqqnqr+ qdrhcdmsr­
aq`udqx¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-  

174 Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously 
cited). 

https://youtu.be/nr5ttKmMaks?feature=shared
https://www.timesofisrael.com/families-of-13-people-killed-in-october-7-kibbutz-beeri-firefight-demand-probe/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza
https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hostages-investigation-friendly-fire-3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505b8e9
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hostages-investigation-friendly-fire-3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505b8e9
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v`r jhkkdc `esdq adhmf rgns sgqntfg sgd r`ed qnnl cnnq `r sgdx ansg sqhdc sn gnkc hs rgts: @uhc`­r vhed+ C`m`
Becher, was also killed in the attack.175  

The youngest child killed in the 7 October 2023 attacks was nine-month-old Mila Cohen, who was killed 
`knmfrhcd gdq e`sgdq+ Ng`c Bngdm+ hm Ad­dqh- Sgd TM Bnllhrrhnm ne Hmpthqx qdonqsdc9 

®@s sgd nmrds ne sgd `ss`bj Znm Ad­dqh\+ sgd e`lhkx ghc hm sgd r`ed qnnl ne sgdhq gntrd- @s 00936+ Ng`c sdwsdc sn ghr
bntrhm sg`s lhkhs`msr vdqd l`rr`bqhmf qdrhcdmsr `mc atqmhmf gnldr£ Sgd Bnllhrrhnm `rrdrrdr sg`s `s
approximately 12:50 militants broke into the safe room, shot and killed baby Mila Cohen, who was held in her 
lnsgdq­r `qlr+ `mc rgns `mc jhkkdc Ng`c Bngdm- @ss`bjdqr sgdm b`ostqdc Ng`c­r vhed `mc sgdhq svn rnmr `mc
brought them to the back gate of the kibbutz, where they encountered Israeli Sectqhsx Enqbdr­ ehqhmf hm sgdhq
chqdbshnm- @kk sgqdd vdqd rdqhntrkx hmitqdc hm sgd bqnrrehqd ats rtquhudc-¯176  

5.1.2 HOLIT 
In Holit, one of the smallest kibbutzim in the areas surrounding Gaza and home to some 220 residents,177 16 
bhuhkh`mr vdqd jhkkdc vgdm hs v`r `ss`bjdc nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+ hmbktchmf ` ldladq ne sgd jhaatsy­r
emergency response squad and three migrant workers from Cambodia, Moldova and Thailand, according to 
Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.178  

The first time fighters were seen in Holit, located around 3km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, 
was around 6.45am, according to resident Moti Kakon, who spotted them from the window of his house.179 
Footage published by Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, shows three fighters walking around 
the kibbutz; one has a green headband around his head, as worn by fighters from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades.180  

 

 

This photograph, taken on 26 October 2023, shows a view of a burnt kitchen in one of the houses in Holit that were attacked by Palestinian  
assailants on 7 October 2023. © Yuri Cortez / AFP via Getty Images 

 
175 Qdtsdqr+ ®Gnod `mc o`hm dmctqd nm Hrq`dkh jhaatsy ghs g`qc ax Nbsnadq 6 `ss`bj¯+ 2 Nbsnadq 1/13+
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=838625535106131 
176 UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN Doc. 
A/HRC/56/CRP.3. 
177 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Holit, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=dc33b77 (accessed 14 
May 2025). 
178 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, 
Holit, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen 
During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited).  
179 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/kakon (accessed 9 May 2025).  
180 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Family (previously cited). 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=838625535106131
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=dc33b77&tabName=
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/kakon
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Among those killed were 33-year-old mother of two Adi Vital-Kaploun and 32-year-old scholar and peace 
activist Haim Katzman. Survivor Avital Alajem confirmed to Amnesty International her testimony to media 
describing how fighters burst into her home at about 1.30pm, murdering her neighbour Haim Katzman. She 
r`hc sg`s sgd ehfgsdqr ®rs`qsdc anlahmf sgd cnnq¯ ne gdq gnld `mc sgdm rgns `s sgd bknrds vgdqd sgdx vdqd
hiding: 

®Vd vdqd ghchmf hm sgd rgdksdq- G`hl J`syl`m+ vgn v`r ` eqhdmc ne lhmd khuhmf mdws sn ld+ `mc ld± we were 
ghchmf hm sgd bknrds£ @mc sgdm sgd sdqqnqhrsr b`ld `mc sgdx anladc sgd cnnq- Sgd atkkdsr± they all entered into 
G`hl J`syl`m­r ancx rn H v`r r`udc sg`mjr sn ghl£ Gd v`r ltqcdqdc£ H v`r r`udc adb`trd gd v`r mdws sn
sgd cnnq `mc sgdx rgns ghl `mc£ H cnm­s jmnv vgx± they [the fighters] just took me out of there and I was 
saved. He absorbed all the bullets into his body and when I went out I saw him dead-¯181 

The fighters brought to her home four-and-a-half-month-old Eshel Vital-Kaploun and his four-year-old 
brother, Regev Vital-Kaploun, sons of her neighbour Adi Vital-Kaploun, with whom she had been exchanging 
messages earlier that morning and who she later learnt had been killed in her home by the fighters.182 Upon 
hearing the warning sirens, Adi took the rifle of her absent husband, Anani Vital-Kaploun, and called him to 
ask him how to use it, and was subsequently killed.183 Her relatives told media that she was shot dead by 
fighters in front of her children and that her son Regev remembered everything.184 

@ ognsnfq`og `mc uhcdnr qdbnqcdc ax sgd ehfgsdqr rgnv sgdl gnkchmf @ch­r svn bghkcqdm `r sgdx lnud
`qntmc sgd gntrd `mc sgd f`qcdm+ `mc a`mc`fhmf Qdfdu­r hmitqdc enns: svn ne sgdl `qd vd`qhmf fqddm @k-
Qassam Brigades headbands.185 The children were subsequently left in the care of Avital. Avital and the two 
children were abducted by the fighters and taken on foot towards Gaza, with Regev injured and crying, but 
they were released and told to walk back before reaching Gaza.186  

 

 

This still from a video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades shows an assailant holding one of Adi Vital-J`okntm­r 
two children as he moves around their house in Holit on 7 October 2023. 

 
181 BMM+ ®Vnl`m `actbsdc ax sdqqnqhrsr qdbntmsr g`qqnvhmf dwodqhdmbd¯+ 0/ Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/10/avital-alajem-israel-abducted-children-ac360-hnk-vpx.cnn 
182 Interview by voice call with Avital Alajem, 24 March 2024, confirming her testimony to Channel 13. Channel 13 news report, 9 October 
2023, available at: barak6,  ˢ˶ˣ˶˥˷ ˢˤ˰˪ ˢ˸˲˧˦˥ .˸˧˪ˣ˥ˬ ˫ôˠˡ˪˞ ˪˦˧˟˞ ˪˷ ˢ˶ˣ˲˧˯9.10.23  Z®Sgd rsnqx ne @uhs`k @k`idl eqnl Gnkhs- Gdq
jhcm`oohmf sn F`y`+ gdq qdkd`rd 8-0/-12¯\+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cw14e6Ulmg (in Hebrew). 
183 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Vital-Kaploun family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/vital-kaplon (accessed 9 
May 2025). 
184 Fknad `mc L`hk+ ®Knudc nmdr qdbntms gnqqhexhmf ltqcdq ne B`m`ch`m @ch Uhs`k-J`okntm vgn v`r rgns ax G`l`r hm eqnms ne bghkcqdm¯+ 00
October 2023, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-family-recounts-last-moments-before-canadian-womans-kidnapping-by  
185 Photographs posted by Yoseph Haddad on Facebook on 30 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video bearing the 
logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades posted by Lebanese News and Updates on its Telegram channel on 13 October 2023 
and held on file by Amnesty International; video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades posted by Abu Hothaifa 
on X on 13 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Vital-Kaploun family 
(previously cited). 
186 Al Jazeera news report, available at: Quds News Network, Telegram post, 12 October 2023, https://t.me/QudsNen/81986 (in Arabic); 
Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE r`xr G`l`r uhcdn otqonqshmf sn rgnv 2 gnrs`fdr adhmf qdkd`rdc hr oqno`f`mc`¯+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-hamas-video-of-hostages-being-released-is-propaganda  

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/10/avital-alajem-israel-abducted-children-ac360-hnk-vpx.cnn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cw14e6Ulmg
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/vital-kaplon
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-family-recounts-last-moments-before-canadian-womans-kidnapping-by/
https://t.me/QudsNen/81986
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-hamas-video-of-hostages-being-released-is-propaganda/
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Another survivor, 16-year-old Rotem Matthias, recounted to Amnesty International how fighters killed both 
his mother, Schahar Matthias, aged 50, and his father, Shlomi Matthias, aged 47, who were both 
musicians.187 They were among the founders of a bilingual school that taught children in Hebrew and 
@q`ahb+ tmcdq sgd rknf`m9 ®Idvhrg @q`a Dctb`shnm enq Dpt`khsx¯-188 Rotem also confirmed to Amnesty 
International what he had said to media.189 

Qnsdl r`hc sg`s+ `r `kk sgqdd vdqd rgdksdqhmf hm sgd r`ed qnnl ne sgdhq gnld+ Qnsdl­r lnsgdq l`cd ghl khd nm
the floor in a small space between the bed and the wall and lay on top of him, shielding him and saving his 
life. He told Amnesty International: 

®Eqnl `ants 6-0/`l vd vdqd `v`qd nm 6 Nbsnadq lnqmhmf sg`s sghr v`r cheedqdms Zsn oqduhntr `ss`bjr\- Lx
parents locked the front door, spoke to the two older sisters [who were in their own apartments elsewhere in the 
kibbutz]. At some point, my father left the safe room to get a hammer, and we moved a heavy mattress to try and 
bar the safe room door [which did not lock]. They told me to lie down hidden between the wall and the bed, where 
the mattress had been. My mother was on the bed next to me, shielding me, and my father was standing by the 
door. I could hear shots fired outside ± automatic fire ± and screams. We heard people entering the house ± you 
can hear every step ± then shots into the room, then a blast: a grenade was thrown into the room. I heard 
humming and a lot of dust in the air. I saw figures with weapons in the room, with headbands. Everything 
appeared grey. They were in the room for 45 seconds and then left, and I knew my mother had died; I heard her 
convulsing. I was in the small space between the wall and the bed and she was on top of me and the terrorists did 
not see me. She shielded me. There was so much blood, so much. I had a strange taste in my mouth, which was 
blood and body parts that had flown into my mouth. I wrote on the family Wh`sr@oo fqnto `qntmc 7-3/`l9 ¬Lnl
`mc C`c `qd cd`c+ rnqqx-­ @s ehqrs lx rhrsdqr sgntfgs hs v`r lx c`qj gtlntq- 

®H g`c ` gnkd hm lx rsnl`bg `mc rgq`omdk hm lx `mjkd- H vdms sn sgd k`tmcqx qnnl sn knnj enq bknsg sn l`jd `
tourniquet. I had been on a first aid course that summer. Full of adrenaline, which I later understood explains 
why there was no bleeding at first. Enq sgqdd gntqr H ghc adsvddm sgd adc `mc sgd v`kk hm lx o`qdmsr­ adcqnnl+
covered with a blanket. Two more people came in and went away again: they took a lens but not the camera, 
some weights, alcohol.  

®H ronjd sn L`fdm C`uhc @cnl ZHrq`dk­r m`shnm`k dldqfdmbx ldchb`k rdquhbd `mc ldladq ne sgd Hmsdqm`shnm`k
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies] and to family by WhatsApp. I could not get hold of my 
sisters. I kept hearing shots and explosions. I saw an RPG fly by the window. I waited for hours hiding in the 
laundry room.  

®Ehm`kkx+ rnkchdqr snnj ld sn sgd mdhfgantqr+ vgn vdqd `krn knnjhmf `esdq ` fhqk hm rdbnmc fq`cd vgn g`c addm
rescued from the closet in her house. Around 6pm I was evacuated to the front gate, then in another armoured 
vehicle to a junction, then in a different armoured vehicle. I saw a burning tank on the way, many bodies, a head 
burst open. I was taken in an armoured vehicle with an older couple to Ofakim then in an ambulance to Soroka 
hospital. There were so many wounded there, people holding their limbs. I met my uncle and grandfather there in 
hospital and was wheeled into surgery.  

®Vgdm H b`ld nts Zne sgd nodq`shmf sgd`sqd\ H g`c sn r`x enq sgd ehqrs shld sg`s H g`c mn o`qdmsr sn sgd rs`ee+ enq
the consent. Then I spoke to my sisters for the first time in many hours and cried; I thought they were dead. They 
spoke to me from the Gvulns Itmbshnm Znm Qn`c 121\ vgdqd sgdx vdqd du`bt`sdc eqnl sgd jhaatsy-¯190 

Rotem showed Amnesty International the bullets and casings which the fighters fired in his home, and the 
ball bearings from the grenade they threw inside the safe room, which killed his parents. There were nine or 
10 oxidized bullets and 20 bullet casings. He also had the bullet taken from his stomach and the fragment 
taken from his ankle. He said he kept them to remember.  

 
187 Interview in person with Rotem Matthias, 29 January 2025, Mazkeret Batya, Israel.  
188 Ft`qch`m+ ®¬Lx o`qdmsr r`bqhehbdc sgdhq khudr enq ld­9 @fnmx ne 05-year-nkc rtquhunq ne G`l`r `ss`bj¯+ 03 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/14/hamas-attack-survivor-testimony-killed-my-parents-and-laughed  
189 BMM+ ®¬Lnl `mc c`c `qd cd`c- Rnqqx­9 Sddm sdwsr rhrsdq sg`s sgdhq o`qdmsr vdqd jhkkdc ax G`l`r¯+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/12/matias-siblings-intv-hamas-parents-killed-text-vpx.cnn: Hrq`dk hm TR@+ ShjSnj onrs9 ®05-
year-nkc Qnsdl Dkhx`gt L`sgh`r eqnl Jhaatsy Gnkhs vhsmdrrdc ansg ghr o`qdmsr fds ltqcdqdc ax G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr¯+ 00 L`x 1/13+
https://www.tiktok.com/@israelinusa/video/7367047146425601311: Lnms`m` Stbjdq+ ®Ldds Qnsdl L`sh`r¯+ tmc`sdc+
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1174529706948537  
190 Interview in person with Rotem Matthias, 29 January 2025, Mazkeret Batya, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into English by 
Amnesty International). 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/14/hamas-attack-survivor-testimony-killed-my-parents-and-laughed
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/12/matias-siblings-intv-hamas-parents-killed-text-vpx.cnn
https://www.tiktok.com/@israelinusa/video/7367047146425601311?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1174529706948537
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Salem Naif, a dairy farm manager and Bedouin citizen of Israel, told Amnesty International that he arrived in 
Holit at about 6am with four of his children, who sometimes accompanied him on Saturdays, as it was a 
quiet day and they could play on the farm.  

®H snnj ` sq`bsnq- Lx c`tfgsdq snnj sgd lhkj s`mj- Rgd f`ud lhkj sn g`ke ne sgd b`kudr `mc ld `mc sgd khsskd nmdr
gave milk to the young calves. Then my phone started ringing with alarms ± it was maybe 6.27am ± showing 
rockets coming in from Gaza. I thought at first it was a mistake.  

®H b`kkdc sgd jhcr sn bnld pthbjkx- Hs v`r etm `s ehqrs- Vd q`m sn ` rgdksdq `mc H b`kkdc lx vhed ehqrs ne `kk9 ¬Khrsdm+
sgdqd­r qnbjdsr- Cnm­s rsqdrr nts H­l fnhmf sn fds sgd jhcr a`bj gnld sn xnt-­ H oqnlhrdc gdq H vntkc fds sgd jhcr
a`bj sn gdq£ 

®Ats hs chcm­s dmc+ `mc mnv vd gd`q khfgs vd`onmr£ Hs cndrm­s dmc± rockets, smoke ± H­ud nmkx rddm sghmfr khjd
this in the movies. Then I start getting incoming calls ± nudq 2// b`kkr+ H bntmsdc k`sdq- Hs­r lx aqnsgdqr+ e`lhkx
members, the director of the c`hqx- Sgdx `kk r`x+ ¬G`mf hm sgdqd Sgd `qlx vhkk fds sgdqd rnnm-­ Hs­r khjd sghr `kk sgd
way to 8.30am. Around then, lx aqnsgdq b`kkr+ r`xr+ ¬@qd xnt `knmd> Hr xntq vhed sgdqd>­ Sgdx b`tfgs Zsgqdd
members of the Zayadna family who were abducted from Holit and taken into captivity in Gaza]191 and two Thais. 
We saw it on Telegram. So I knew they were kidnapped. Before then, ̀ kk H jmdv hr sg`s gd­r mns `mrvdqhmf£ Rn
vd fn sn sgd neehbd: hs­r ` khfgs shm rsqtbstqd- Vd v`kj hm- H fhud sgd jhcr rnld v`sdq `mc H bg`qfd to lx ognmd: lx
battery had gone by then. The office is not protected ± just the base is concrete ± so I get the kids to lie down on 
the floor ± sgdqd­r khjd 2/bl ne bnmbqdsd- 

®@qntmc 00`l, vd gd`q khfgs vd`onm ehqd `mc rgntsr+ `mc vd rdd hm sgd uhcdnr odnokd rdmc sn tr sg`s sgdx­qd
hmrhcd+ sgdqd­r anchdr+ sgdx­ud jhkkdc bghkcqdm- @s 00-2/`l, I talk to the rear guard [military]. I say, ¬Bome, help 
ld ­ Gd r`xr+ ¬Sgd `qlx vhkk fds sgdqd- Itrs cnm­s bnld nts ­ H gd`qc unhbdr+ `mc sgd fhqk r`xr+ ¬C`c+ sghr ltrs ad
sgd `qlx-­ H q`hrd to lx gd`c sn knnj `mc H rdd sg`s sgd bnvr­ a`kdr ne rsq`v `qd nm ehqd `mc `qldc odnokd `qd
walking around. I say to gdq+ ¬Sg`s­r mns sgd `qlx-­ 

®Sgdx nodm sgd cnnq+ rgnts `s ld+ ¬Cnm­s lnud ­£ 

®H sghmj sgdqd vdqd entq nq ehud: H qdldladq ehud+ lx jhc qdldladqr entq- Gd `rjr+ ¬@qd xnt `qldc>­ ¬Mn-­ ¬Cnm­s
cn `mxsghmf `mc H vnm­s cn `mxsghmf­£ Gd jmdv H­l Ltrkhl: lx c`tfgsdq g`r ` ghi`a- H snkc ghl+ ¬H­l Ltrkhl- H­l
not a threat to you. They had aqlx bknsgdr+ `qldc vhsg vd`onmr­£ 

®Gd b`kkdc ghr eqhdmcr nudq- Sgdx r`x+ ¬Cnm­s ad `eq`hc Vd vnm­s cn `mxsghmf sn xnt he xnt g`ud mn vd`onmr-­ H r`x+
¬H g`ud mnsghmf-­ Gd f`ud sgd jhcr rnld v`sdq- Sgdx r`x+ ¬Vd­qd fdsshmf xnt nts ne gdqd- Vd mddc sn s`jd xnt sn
F`y`-­ ¬Vgx>­ ¬Sghr vhkk rnnm ad ` a`sskdehdkc- Sgd `qlx vhkk fds gdqd `mc sgdqd vhkk ad ehfgshmf-­ H rs`qsdc adffhmf+
¬Gdko ld+ lx jhcr­£ Gd r`xr+ ¬H g`ud sn s`jd xnt-­ Sgdx rs`qs s`jhmf tr+ l`xad 1//l--- Ats sgdm vd rdd `
helicopter above the kibbutz. To this day, if my kid sees a helicopter, gd qtmr hmsn sgd gntrd- Rn+ sgdx r`hc+ ¬NJ+
vd s`jd xnt a`bj- Cnm­s bnld nts tmshk hs­r pthds-­ @mc sgdx rs`qs s`kjhmf `lnmf sgdlrdkudr+ `mc H­l khrsdmhmf- Nmd
ftx rtffdrsr+ ¬Kds ghl s`jd ghr b`q gnld-­ Sgd rdbnmc ftx r`xr+ ¬Mn+ sgd sd`l vhkk jhkk ghl-­ H chcm­s tmcdqrs`mc
sgdl- Sgdx `rj ld+ ¬Gnv vntkc xnt fn gnld>­ H r`hc+ ¬H fn khjd sghr+ sgqntfg sghr qn`c-­ H chcm­s tmcdqrs`mc- Sgdx
meant the roads, that there are their people there. They left me, took the tractor and went. They left one guy, and 
gd jddor dxdhmf ld `mc ok`xhmf vhsg ghr vd`onm+ khjd gd v`msr sn jhkk ld- Ats sgdqd­r nmd ftx hm bg`qfd+ gd fhudr
orders, they call him muallim Z®anrr¯ hm @q`ahb\- Rn vd edks lnqd bnlenqs`akd+ sgd `qlx vhkk bnld--- 

®Itrs sgdm± maybe you heard about this ± four women soldiers got there with tanks. One of them got with her 
tank right here and they [the fighters] start being afraid... And now they flipped 180 degrees. They started being 
mhbd£ H r`hc sn lxrdke+ l`xad sgdx­qd Rghm Ads ZHrq`dk Rdbtqhsx @fdmbx\+ adb`trd sgdx bg`mfdc rn rtccdmkx:
adenqd sgdx vdqd a`c `mc mnv sgdx­qd mhbd- Sgdx r`x sn ld+ ¬Gnv vntkc xnt cqhud gnld>­ H chcm­s tmcdqrs`mc sgd
ptdrshnm- H r`hc+ ¬H stqm sgd b`q nm `mc H cqhud-­ Sgdx r`hc+ ¬Kds­r fn+ `mc he xnt rgnts+ vd jhkk sgd khsskd anx-­ H chcm­s
say anything, but in my head I was thinking about driving home. Outside, I only saw them, but I felt strong 
adb`trd sgd `qlx g`c `qqhudc+ `mc sgdx vdqd `eq`hc- @mc sgd vgnkd shld H­l enbtrdc nm sgd jhcr+ adb`trd ne vg`s
vd rdd- Vd r`v sgd Sg`h Zvnqjdqr­\ cnqlr: sgd gntrdr vdqd atqmt. We get to the car, and all four doors are open. 
H r`hc sn sgdl+ ¬H­l mns sntbghmf sghr: l`xad hs­r annaxsq`oodc- Xnt cn hs-­ H sgntfgs sgdx ots ` anla hmrhcd hs nq
something. And the kids ± they went into the dairy offices right by there, drank some water. So, he turns on the 
b`q: H f`ud ghl sgd bncd- Gd cqnud ` edv ldsqdr `gd`c `mc r`hc+ ¬Vd­qd fnhmf-­ @mc vd­qd rtoonrdc sn bkhla hm

 
191 Rdd rdbshnm 5-0 ®@actbshnm ne bhuhkh`m gnrs`fdr¯- 
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and go to Gaza. In that moment, H r`hc sn sgd jhcr+ ¬Kds­r qtm- Qdldladq vg`s H r`hc adenqd, he hs­r ntq c`x sn chd
nq mns> @mc vd g`udm­s chdc+ rn l`xad hs­r mns ntq c`x sn chd- Vd q`m `mc ghc tmcdq rnld atrgdr+ d`bg nmd ne tr
vhsg ` rsnmd nq svn hm ntq g`mcr- Vd v`hs+ `mc sgdm vd­qd mns rtqd vgdqd sn qtm sn- Vd rdd sgd gdkhbnosdq `mc sgd
tank, but no soldiers. And on the way, nmd ne sgd fhqkr r`xr+ ¬Sgdqd­r `qlx `s sgd dmsq`mbd-­ ¬Gnv cn xnt jmnv>­
¬Adb`trd H rdd `m Hrq`dkh ek`f v`uhmf-­ Rn vd v`kj snv`qcr sgdl- Ats hs­r udqx c`mfdqntr: vd v`kj udqx rknvkx- H
cnm­s qtm `mc gtf sgd bghkcqdm: hs v`r udqx c`mfdqntr- Vd s`kj+ `mc sgdx `fqdd sg`s H b`m bnld bknrdq£¯192 

 

 

This photograph, taken on 1 November 2023, shows burnt personal belongings in a house that was set on fire during the attack on Holit  
on 7 October 2023. © Alexi J. Rosenfeld/Getty Images 

In Holit, as elsewhere, fighters attempted to kill and abduct many more civilians, both Israeli residents and 
foreign workers.  

Moti Kakon managed to shoot one of the fighters who broke into his home and to redirect towards them a 
grenade they had thrown at the safe room where he and his family were sheltering, likely preventing them 
from being killed or taken hostage.193  

In another incident, Withawat Kunwong, a 30-year-old agricultural worker from Thailand, told media that he 
was injured by an assailant in civilian clothing who tried to decapitate him with a kitchen knife, but did not 
succeed because he fought back and the knife was blunt.194 

5.1.3 KFAR AZZA  
The population of Kfar Azza, a kibbutz located less than 2km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza 
and home to a population of some 900 residents,195 was heavily impacted when it was attacked on 7 
October 2023 by assailants, including fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. According to an Israeli military 
hmudrshf`shnm hmsn sgd `ss`bj+ 51 ne sgd jhaatsy­r qdrhcdmsr vdqd jhkkdc: 46 vdqd bhuhkh`mr+ hmbktchmf seven of 
sgd 03 ldladqr ne sgd jhaatsy­r dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c+ vghkd five were soldiers and one was a 

 
192 Interview in person with Salem Naif, 5 August 2024, Beersheva, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty 
International). 
193 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Family (previously cited). 
194 BMM+ ®Sq`tl`shydc Sg`h e`qldqr qdbntms gnqqnq ne G`l`r l`rr`bqd `r e`lhkhdr v`hs enq mdvr ne knudc nmdr gdkc gnrs`fd¯+ 2/ Nbsober 
2023, https://edition.cnn.com/2023/10/30/asia/thailand-hamas-survivors-intl-hnk/index.html  
195 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Kefar Azza, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=a01b4bc (accessed 
14 May 2025). 

https://edition.cnn.com/2023/10/30/asia/thailand-hamas-survivors-intl-hnk/index.html
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=a01b4bc
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member of the Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin Bet).196 The figures broadly correspond 
to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.197 Most people were killed in the first hours of the 
attack, before the arrival of Israeli military and security forces.198  

Also killed were 18 members of the Israeli military and security forces who reached Kfar Azza several hours 
after the attack began and clashed with fighters until the late afternoon of 10 October 2023, far longer than 
in most of the other locations attacked on 7 October 2023.199  

Kfar Azza was one of two localities where fighters arrived in motorized paragliders (the other was Netiv 
HaAsara). Six fighters arrived on three paragliders shortly after the opening salvo of rockets fired from Gaza 
landed in the area around 6.30am. They were shortly after joined by scores (some 250 in all according to the 
Israeli military investigation) of other fighters, some of whom barricaded themselves in homes from where 
they engaged in armed clashes with the Israeli military and security forces for three days.200  

Amnesty International analysed 11 videos and 19 photographs taken during the attack on Kfar Azza, before 
and after the arrival of the first Israeli military and security forces.  

Three videos verified by Amnesty International confirm that Palestinian fighters used paragliders to land in 
the kibbutz between 6.30am and 6.45am. In one of them, residents of Kfar Azza recorded three paragliders 
approaching the kibbutz.201 In the other two, two paragliders are seen abandoned on the streets in the west 
and north of the kibbutz.202 According to footage from a security camera, a white truck entered the kibbutz 
through one of its northern gates at 7.01am.203 Sghr enns`fd v`r hmhsh`kkx rg`qdc nm sgd jhaatsy­r Vg`sr@oo
group and later posted on Telegram.204  

In three other videos verified by Amnesty International, heavily armed fighters are seen roaming the kibbutz 
on foot. In one of the videos, apparently filmed by one of the assailants, at least 10 armed fighters are 
walking around residential homes in the kibbutz.205 They carry AKMS, AKS-74U and other AK-pattern rifles. 
Loud gunshots are audible in the background. In another video, which also appears to have been recorded 
by an assailant, a group of at least 10 armed men, some of whom can be seen in the first video, stand 
behind houses in the kibbutz.206 As the sound of gunshots and Israeli warning sirens is heard in the 
background, some of the fighters appear to take cover behind trees and between homes. The fighters carry 
PK-pattern general-purpose machine guns, an RPG launcher and customized AKM-pattern rifles. A third 
video, recorded in the same location, shows two armed men trying to reload an RPG, while two fighters 
approach homes in the background and others stand in the foreground.207 

Most of the men visible in the videos are wearing green camouflage-coloured military-style clothing and body 
armour vests, while several are dressed in civilian clothing. At least one individual is wearing a green 
headband, typically associated with the Al-Qassam Brigades. 

 
196 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Sdqqnqhrsr snnj Je`q @y` hm `m gntq- Qdb`ostqhmf hs snnj sgd HCE c`xr+ oqnad ehmcr¯+ 2 L`qbg 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/terrorists-took-kfar-aza-in-an-hour-recapturing-it-took-the-idf-days-probe-finds  
197 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Kfar Aza, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfar-aza (accessed 30 April 2025); October 
7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen 
During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited).  
198 Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®Sgd knmf v`hs enq gdko `r l`rr`bqdr tmenkcdc hm Hrq`dk¯+ 00 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/10/11/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-hamas-attack-timeline.html  
199 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Sdqqnqhrsr snnj Je`q @y` hm `m gntq- Qdb`ostqhmf hs snnj sgd HCE c`xr+ oqnad ehmcr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: G``qdsy+ ®HCE­r
Je`q @yy` hmudrshf`shnm¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
200 G``qdsy+ ®HCE­r Je`q @yy` hmudrshf`shnm¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
201 Xmdsmdvr+ ®¬@ oqnedrrhnm`k+ r`md unhbd­9 Xmds ahcr e`qdvdkk sn rk`hm ognsnfq`ogdq¯+ 1/ Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/h1xccmlzt  
202 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video 
posted by GeoRaccoon on X on 28 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  
203 Video posted by ˸ ˬ˞ ˭ˬˤ˟ ˸ˣ˷ˡ˥ ˧˵ˤ˟ˬ  - ˫˰˶ ˧˵ˤ˟ˬ Z®Sgtmcdq ek`rgdr± Real-shld mdvr ek`rgdr¯\ nm hsr Sdkdfq`l bg`mmdk nm 7 October 
2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The video shows a television screen playing timestamped CCTV footage, which, at the start 
ne sgd uhcdn+ chrok`xr sgd shld `r ®/69/0924¯- Sgd Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx hmudrshf`shnm mnsdc9 ®Rtqudhkk`mbd b`ldq`r vdqd hmrs`kkdc only at the 
armoury, the entrance gate, ̀ mc ` edv gnldr ats chc mns qdbnqc enns`fd+ l`jhmf hs cheehbtks sn nas`hm uhrt`k cnbtldms`shnm-¯ G``qdsy+ ®HCE­r
Je`q @yy` Hmudrshf`shnm¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
204 Kan, Kfar Aza, Bar Kislev, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfar-aza/kislev (accessed on 9 May 2025).  
205 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
206 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
207 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/terrorists-took-kfar-aza-in-an-hour-recapturing-it-took-the-idf-days-probe-finds/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/10/11/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-hamas-attack-timeline.html
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/h1xccmlzt
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfar-aza/kislev
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This still from a video apparently filmed by one of the assailants shows armed fighters walking on foot through Kfar Azza during the attack on the kibbutz on 
7 October 2023. Other images from videos apparently recorded by assailants show at least 10 armed fighters moving among residential homes. 

@bbnqchmf sn sgd Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx hmudrshf`shnm+ ax sgd shld sgd jhaatsy­r dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c qd`bgdc
the armoury to take the weapons stored there, the place had already been ransacked by the attackers, 
seemingly indicating that the latter knew where it was. 

 

 

This photograph, taken on 4 January 2024, shows burnt homes in Kfar Azza, following the 7 October 2023 attack on the kibbutz. © Noam Galai/Getty Images 

Among the civilians murdered in Kfar Azza were Hadar Rosenfeld, a 30-year-old accountant, and her 
husband, Itay Berdichesky, an electrical engineer also aged 30, who were killed in their home, leaving 
behind their 10-month-old twin boys, who survived despite spending hours alone without food or water; and 
G`c`q­r bntrhm X`g`u Vhmmdq+ ` 25-year-old actor and filmmaker, who was killed in his home while his wife 
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escaped with their newborn baby girl (three weeks old at the time) and hid nearby for hours until they were 
rescued. 

G`c`q­r aqnsgdq+ Cuhq Qnrdmedkc+ vgn khudc mdws sn G`c`q+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s gd v`r hm sntbg
with his sister over WhatsApp throughout the attack but could not help her or her family. During the attack, 
Dvir, his wife and their 11-month-old baby boy were in their home. Dvir told Amnesty International: 

®Vd vnjd to `s 5-04`l `mc H nqf`mhydc ntq a`ax sn fn nts enq ` v`kj `mc `s `ants 5-2/`l sgd Qdc @kdqs `k`qlr
[warning of rocket fire] sounded as hundreds of rockets were falling. We went to our safe room and immediately 
started to hear shooting and explosions and shortly after that ± at about 6.50am to 7am ± I heard Arabic being 
spoken outside our safe room and the electricity was cut off and we were left in the dark. I tried to ring first the 
jhaatsy­r ehqrs qdronmcdqr Zdldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c\+ ats sgdqd was no answer. Meanwhile, messages were 
bnlhmf sgqntfg nm Vg`sr@oo eqnl mdhfgantqr b`kkhmf enq gdko+ r`xhmf sgdhq e`lhkx ldladqr vdqd jhkkdc9 ¬Lx ltl
v`r rgns­+ ¬H `l hmitqdc­+ dsb- Vd qd`khydc sg`s sghr `ss`bj v`r ltbg vnqrd sg`m trt`k- Qnbjdsr edkk hm `mc `qntmc
the kibbutz and also on houses. I started receiving messages from residents of other places in the region, not 
only from our kibbutz.  

®Sgd k`rs ldrr`fd H qdbdhudc eqnl lx rhrsdq v`r `s 5-44`l+ vgdm rgd r`hc+ ¬Gnv cdkhfgsetk sn ad rstbj hm sgd r`ed
qnnl vhsg svn ch`odqr etkk ne onn-­ Rgd g`c mns xds qd`khydc `s sg`s shld vg`s v`r qd`kkx g`oodmhmf- Vhsg mn
electricity and everyone sending messages, many messages were not getting through.  

®H sqhdc sn qhmf sgd `qlx+ sgd rdbqds rdquhbd ZHrq`dk Rdbtqhsx @fdmbx+ `krn jmnvm `r Rg`a`j nq Rghm Ads\ sn fds
news as we were stuck with no air, no light and no water. Our safe rooms were just another room in the house, 
but made of concrete, designed to protect from rockets. Many doors and windows did not lock and were not 
blast-proof, and the terrorists shot through the doors and also used mines [referring to explosives].  

®Hs`x+ lx aqnsgdq-in-law, was shot from outside the safe room and Hadar was shot dead while she was in the 
kitchen preparing milk bottles for the babies ± her body on the kitchen floor with two empty milk bottles. The 
terrorists first shot her from outside and then went in and shot her at close range. The bullet holes in the house 
tell that story.  

®Sgdx `krn rgns sgqntfg sgd cnnq ne sgd r`ed qnnl `mc hmitqdc Hs`x `mc sgdm vdms hm `mc rgns ghl cd`c- Sgd svhm
boys were left alone for almost 14 hours with no food or water. The terrorists used them as bait. People who 
heard them cry and went to try to help got shot; some of them were injured and others were killed. Neighbours 
heard this from inside their homes.  

®Hs`x v`r rgns svhbd± two bullets in the body ± and then shot in the head. There were blood traces on the floor of 
the safe room, where he seemingly tried to move away from the door to the corner of the room, and a bullet hole 
in the floor suggests that he was then shot in the head at close range.  

®Lx bntrhm X`g`u qdrhrsdc sgd sdqqnqhrsr­ `ssdlosr sn nodm sgd vhmcnv ne sgd r`ed qnnl `mc sg`s f`ud ghr vhed+
Shaili, time to run away with the baby. She managed to hide under some bushes and then in a house until they 
were rescued. While in hiding, she had no food or diapers for the baby. Yahav was killed; he was shot in the back 
and then the terrorists set the house on fire.  

®Vd 'ld `mc lx vhed `mc ntq a`ax( rtquhudc ax otqd ktbj- Vd rs`xdc hm sgd r`ed qnnl ne ntq gnld enq 13 gntqr+
until the army came to rescue us. I went out of the safe room after 12 hours to get some food and water for the 
baby, but we had little food in the house as we had just come back from abroad the previous evening. 

®Ktbjhkx, the terrorists did not try to come into our home. Our neighbour said that he saw them in our garden, but 
they did not come in. I had left the front door wide open so that our dog, who had run away scared from the 
rocket explosions, could come back in, and so perhaps the terrorists thought that we had fled or that other 
sdqqnqhrsr g`c `kqd`cx fns hmsn ntq gntrd-¯208  

Ziv Stahl, who was visiting her sister in Kfar Azza on 7 October 2023, told Amnesty International about the 
shock of realizing the scale and gravity of the unfolding attack and the impossibility of fleeing as the 

 
208 Interview by voice call with Dvir Rosenfeld, 19 September 2024.  
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assailants broke into the kibbutz while rockets launched from Gaza were raining down on the area and 
residents were seeking cover indoors: 

®@esdq 04 lhmtsdr nq rn, the alarm [warning of rocket fire] stopped, and it seemed to be quiet. We left the safe 
room and I went outside to smoke a cigarette on the front porch. I heard shots, but from a distance. It was 
6.40am, maybe 6.45am, so I assumed they were from the area of the fence because you can sometimes hear 
sgdl£ @esdq svn sn sgqdd lhmtsdr, there was another alarm, and I was rushing inside, and my brother-in-law is 
right behind me. As we entered the safe room, he says that he saw terrorists on the sidewalk near the house. He 
goes away again, and he went to get the revolver from the bedroom, and then we shouted to him to get in the 
r`ed qnnl+ `mc gd chcm­s bnld hm+ `mc vd gd`qc ` qd`kkx kntc rgns--- Lx rhrsdq v`msdc sn fn rdd vg`s v`r to vhsg
him, and her daughter and I shouted at her not to go... And then [my brother-in-law] came back and we shut 
ourselves in the safe room, and he lay down ntsrhcd sgd r`ed qnnl vhsg sgd qdunkudq cq`vm+ `mc sg`s­r gnv gd
stayed the whole time; he lay down on the floor guarding us. 

®Vd vdqd vnqqhdc enq lx nsgdq aqnsgdq+ vgn v`r b`lohmf hm sgd nodm hm @rr`e Rhlgnmh enqdrs: gd­r fns ` b`lodq
van. We were worried for him, and worried for my sister-in-k`v+ Lhq`+ vgn v`r gnld `knmd `mc v`rm­s `mrvdqhmf-
Ats vd vdqdm­s udqx vnqqhdc `ants ger; she was always going to help people in these situations, as she was part 
of the resilience support group, vd `rrtldc sg`s­r vg`s v`r fnhmf nm- @r sgd gntqr vdms ax hs adb`ld lnqd
vnqqxhmf£ Vd jmdv `ants Lhq` nmkx `esdq svn `mc ` g`ke c`xr- Sgd mdhfgantrs were the last to see her, and they 
jmdv eqnl sgd lnqmhmf ne 6 Nbsnadq- Vd g`c vqhssdm sn sgdl- Vd r`hc+ ¬Lhq`­r mns `mrvdqhmf- B`m xnt fn bgdbj
to nm gdq>­ Gd vdms hmsn sgd gntrd `mc r`v sg`s sgdx g`c sgqnvm ` fqdm`cd `mc rgns gdq± shot her and the two 
cnfr- Gd itrs chcm­s v`ms sn sdkk tr khjd sg`s+ ats vd jmnv sg`s gd r`v enq rtqd sg`s rgd v`r cd`c- Sgd neehbh`k
announcement from the state came two weeks later.  

®@s 01-2/ol lx mhdbd---± she was 20 ± ̀ mc gdq anxeqhdmc--- rgnvdc to `s sgd gntrd: vd chcm­s dudm jmnv sg`s
sgdx g`c rkdos hm sgd jhaatsy£ Gdq `o`qsldms hr hm sgd ®xntmf fdmdq`shnm¯ mdhfgantqgnnc Zhm sgd mnqsg-east of 
the kibbutz, where single young adults lived]. They arrived with him bleeding really badly. My sister and her 
gtra`mc ok`bdc ghl hm sgd khuhmf qnnl `mc sgdm lnudc ghl sn `mnsgdq qnnl- Gd­r ` ldchb+ `mc nmd ne lx
nephews is a paramedic, so he explained how to do a tourniquet. Then they brought him back to the safe room. 
My brother-in-law brought water ± salt water ± and my sister and I each held a tourniquet over one hand. 

®Sgdx jmdv sg`s sgd sdqqnqhrsr vdqd aqd`jhmf hmsn gntrdr nmd ax nmd- Sgdx snkc tr sg`s sgdx vdqd hm sgd r`ed qnnl
and heard them [the assailants] enter the apartment. He held the door and she hid under the bed. They shot him, 
and he fell. They somehow escaped from the window. She put a tourniquet on him, l`cd vhsg gdq o`msr£ Hs v`r
only by a miracle that there was no one there. They were shot at, lost each other in the melee, found each other 
`f`hm- Sgdx l`cd sgdhq v`x `bqnrr sgd jhaatsy- Hs­r pthsd ` chrs`mbd£ Lnrs ne vg`s vd chc v`r s`jd b`qd ne Zlx
mhdbd­r anxeqhdmc\- Rn+ sgdqd v`r sgd atrhmdrr vhsg sgd sntqmhptds+ jddohmf hs nm `mc shfgs+ `mc gd v`r rteedqhmf
and in pain, so we tried to calm him, to distract him, do breathing exercises with him, because ± we asked ± they 
dwok`hmdc sn tr vd b`m­s fhud ghl o`hmjhkkdqr- Rn+ vd jddo ghl s`kjhmf sn jddo ghl bnmrbhntr- Hs v`r `ants ehmchmf
a position ± the towels were soaked with blood ± ̀ mc jddohmf ghl b`kl rn gd cndrm­s bqx nts- Gd g`c addm rgns+
he had a bullet in one hand that just went through his hand; and a bullet through his other hand, which exited in 
ghr `ql- H gdkc ghr kdes g`mc: sgd khsskd ehmfdq v`r rg`ssdqdc£ sgdqd v`r mn anmd kdes- @r sgd gntqr o`rrdc, it 
becomes more difficult, he becomes more impatient. He also understood the consequences of so many hours 
with a tourniquet, and he could only take Optalgin [a mild painkiller] for the pain.  

®H b`kkdc sgd onkhbd rgnqskx `esdq `mc lx mhdbd `mc gdq anxeqhdmc `qqhudc± around noon. I told them we have a 
gunshot wound here ± we need treatment and extraction ± ̀ mc sgdx snkc ld+ ¬Sg`s­r hlonrrhakd- Hs vnm­s g`oodm-
Vd b`m­s bnld-­ @s 8-2/ol, a Yamam [National Counter-Terrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police] unit came in 
sg`mjr sn ` bntrhm ne Zlx mhdbd­r anxeqhdmc\- Sgdx vdqd ` knmf vghkd hm sntbg vhsg lx mhdbd tmshk sgdx `qqhudc- ZLx
mhdbd­r anxeqhdmc\ g`r nmkx mnv addm qdkd`rdc eqnl gnrohtal; he g`r g`c rdudm nodq`shnmr+ `mc hs­r addm rhw
lnmsgr+ `mc hr mnv g`uhmf ogxrhnsgdq`ox-¯209 

Another resident of the kibbutz, 22-year-old Neta Portal, told media that the attackers shot through the door 
of the safe room where she and her partner, Santiago Peres, were sheltering with other neighbours and 
aqnjd hmsn hs9 ®Sgdx vdqd rgnnshmf odnokd- Shey were shooting the kids. And the people were shouting, 
¬Okd`rd mn+ okd`rd mn-­¯ @r sgd `ss`bjdqr sgqdv ` fqdm`cd hmsn sgd qnnl, she and Santiago jumped out of the 

 
209 Interview in person with Ziv Stahl, 3 April 2024, Tel Aviv, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty 
International). 
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vhmcnv `mc ekdc vghkd sgd `ss`bjdqr rgns `s sgdl- Rgd r`hc9 ®Sgd sdqqnqhrsr r`v tr `mc adf`m sn rgnns khjd
vd vdqd mnsghmf-¯ Rgd v`r rgns ltkshokd shldr hm gdq kdf `mc gdq g`mc `mc gd v`r rgns hm ghr kdf-210  

Testimonies of other surviving residents describing to media the messages they received from neighbours 
during the attack indicate that fighters went from house to house to attack residents. One was reported 
saying:  

®Hm sgd mdhfgantqgnnc Vg`sr@oo fqnto+ dudqxnmd rs`qsdc rdmchmf ldrr`fdr+ khjd cnlhmnr e`kkhmf nmd `esdq sgd
nsgdq9 ¬Sgdx­qd hm lx gntrd+ sgdx­qd hm lx gntrd­¯- @mnsgdq kdes ` unhbd ldrr`fd nm sgd bg`s9 ®Sgdx­qd rgnnshmf `s
all the houses. Report it, call pdnokd- Sgdx­qd aqd`jhmf hmsn `kk sgd gnldr-¯211 

Two videos verified by Amnesty International show the extensive destruction to residential property in Kfar 
Azza.212 The footage depicts destroyed homes, broken windows and doors and, in some cases, signs of 
burning. Marks of apparent bullet impact are also visible on walls, doors and furniture. 

5.1.4 MAGEN 
Ten people ± five civilians, including three emergency response squad members, and five soldiers ± were 
killed in Magen, a kibbutz located around 5km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to 
some 540 residents,213 and the nearby Maon Junction on Road 232 when it and other nearby communities 
were attacked by fighters on 7 October 2023, according to Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.214  

 

 

This still from CCTV footage shows fighters on six motorcycles opening fire multiple times on a passing civilian vehicle, which slows to a stop. The attack at 
the Maon Junction on Road 232, near Magen, on 7 October 2023, killed Fatima al-S`kp`s+ ` Adcnthm qdrhcdms ne sgd snvm ne @q­`q` hm sgd Mdfdu.M`p`a qdfhnm
and mother of nine children. 

CCTV footage verified by Amnesty International captured an incident approximately 1km north of Magen.215 
The video shows fighters on six motorcycles. As they reach a junction, identified as the Maon Junction on 

 
210 AAB+ ®Je`q @y` jhaatsy l`rr`bqd9 E`sgdq r`udr c`tfgsdq gd g`cm­s rddm enq rhw xd`qr¯+ 02 Nbsnadq 1/12
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-67089114 
Amnesty International could not corroborate the statement that children were shot in this incident. However, it is aware of several cases in 
which children were killed when fighters shot into safe rooms in residential homes knowing that children might be present. See also 
Ynetmdvr+ ®Sdbgmhnm-cdudknodc cduhbd gdkor Mds` v`kj `f`hm `esdq adhmf hmitqdc hm G`l`r `ss`bj¯+ 13 Edaqt`qx 1/13+
https://www.ynetnews.com/health_science/article/skejn5vhp  
211 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®¬Khjd cnlhmnr e`kkhmf­9 Xntmf Je`q @y` qdrhcdmsr qdb`kk b`qm`fd ne Nbs- 6¯+ 07 I`mt`qx 1/13
https://www.timesofisrael.com/like-dominos-falling-young-kfar-aza-residents-recall-carnage-of-oct-7  
212 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
213 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Magen, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=e65cb3b (accessed 14 
May 2025). 
214 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, https://oct7map.com (accessed 30 April 2025). See also Kan, Kan 
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Kfar Aza, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfar-aza (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death 
Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
215 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-67089114
https://www.ynetnews.com/health_science/article/skejn5vhp
https://www.timesofisrael.com/like-dominos-falling-young-kfar-aza-residents-recall-carnage-of-oct-7/
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=e65cb3b
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Road 232, and turn east, away from Magen, they open fire multiple times on a passing civilian vehicle, 
which slows to a stop.  

The attack killed Fatima al-S`kp`s+ ` Adcnthm qdrhcdms ne sgd snvm ne @q­`q` hm sgd Mdfdu.M`p`a qdfhnm `mc
mother of nine children. Her husband, Hamad Abu Arar, told Human Rights Watch that, at the time, his wife 
was driving him to work at the moshav of Mivtahim. Also in the vehicle was their eight-month-old son, Elias. 
Hamad said he managed to escape with his son and hid in an electricity junction box on the side of the road, 
where they stayed for six hours until help arrived.216 

5.1.5 NAHAL OZ  
Twenty-four people ± 13 civilian residents, including two emergency response squad members and two 
foreign nationals, and three members of the military and security forces that came to fight the assailants ± 
were killed during the attack on Nahal Oz on 7 October 2023, according to an Israeli military investigation 
into the attack.217 Sgd lhkhs`qx hmudrshf`shnm­r ehftqdrfor the death toll in the kibbutz, located less than 2km 
from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to some 550 residents,218 broadly correspond to those 
of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.219  

A`qh Ldhqnuhbg+ sgd gd`c ne sgd jhaatsy­r dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c+ vgn v`r hm sgd jhaatsy `s sgd shld ne
the attack, told Amnesty International that the attack began in the early morning hours. Yair Yifrah, another 
resident of Nahal Oz, told Amnesty International that he tried calling Ilan Fiorentino, the security coordinator 
(ravshatz)220 ne sgd jhaatsy­r dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c+ rgnqskx `esdq 7`l+ ats nas`hmdc mn qdronmrd- @s sgd
time, Yair was escaping from the attack on the Nova festival, which he had attended.221 It turned out that 
Ilan had been killed trying to repel the assailants.222  

Bari Meirovich identified three other families who had members who were killed and taken hostage that 
morning ± the Arava family, the Idan family and the Zohar family ± as living in a row of houses located on the 
northern outskirts of the kibbutz.223 ®Sgdx Zsgd `rr`hk`msr\ itrs ydqndc hm nm sg`s `qd`- Sgdx vdqd oqdo`qdc: hs
v`rm­s q`mcnl-¯224  

Amnesty International verified segments of two separate videos live-streamed on Facebook accounts of 
b`ostqdc qdrhcdmsr ne M`g`k Ny- Sgd enns`fd v`r qdbnqcdc ax ehfgsdqr trhmf qdrhcdmsr­ ognmdr `esdq rdhyhmf
them during an assault on their homes.  

In an eight-minute segment of the first video, which was recorded inside the house of Dikla Arava, her 
partner Noam Elkayim and his two daughters, Ella Elyakim and Dafna Elyakim, along with Dikla and her son, 
Tomer Eliaz-Arava, are being forced by armed fighters to sit near a window and remain still. Noam is visibly 
injured and bleeding from his leg. The armed fighters demand identification documents and ask for 
information about the layout of the neighbourhood. At minute 4:31 in the segment, one of the armed men 
orders 17-year-old Tomer to stand up and leave the house with him. Before departing, the fighter tells Dikla: 
®H cnm­s jhkk bghkcqdm-¯ Snldq hr sgdm s`jdm ntsrhcd `mc bnlodkkdc sn rd`qbg enq mdhfgantqr hm sgd `qd` `mc
knock on doors under the direction of the fighters, who thereby endangered him. Several armed fighters can 
be seen moving between houses, at least one of whom is from the Al-Qassam Brigades.225  

 
216 Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯9 O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk (previously 
bhsdc(- Rdd `krn Hrq`dk Mhsy`m+ W onrs9 ®Nm Nbsnadq 6sg+ G`l`c @at @q`q+ ` Ltrkhl @q`a bhshydm ne Hrq`dk+ v`r rsnoodc `s `m hntersection 
vgdm 7 G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr ehqdc `s ghr b`q `mc ltqcdqdc ghr vhed-¯+ 0/ Mnudladq 1/12+
https://x.com/IsraelNitzan/status/1722962370392138017 
217 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Bhuhkh`mr+ onkhbd rsnoodc 0rs v`ud ne sdqqnqhrsr `s M`g`k Ny: HCE `qqhudc 6 gntqr k`sdq¯+ 3 L`qbg 1/14+ 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civilians-police-stopped-1st-wave-of-terrorists-at-nahal-oz-idf-arrived-7-hours-later  
218 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022 Census Data, Nahal Oz, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=6fde5d9 (accessed 14 
May 2025). 
219 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, 
Nahal Oz, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahal-oz (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and 
Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
220 Ravshatz+ ` Gdaqdv `bqnmxl enq ®bhuhkh`m rdbtqhsx bnnqchm`snq¯+ hr ` qnkd hm sgd dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c vgn kh`hrdr vhsg sgd knb`k
Israeli military presence. 
221 Interview in person with Yair Yifrah, 16 May 2024. 
222 See Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Bhuhkh`mr+ onkhbd rsnoodc 0rs v`ud ne sdqqnqhrsr `s M`g`k Ny: HCE `qqhudc 6 gntqr k`sdq¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(; Kan, Kan 
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Nahal Oz, Fiorentino family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahal-oz/fiorentino (accessed 30 April 
2025); October 7 Memorial, Ilan Fiorentino, https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ilan-fiorentino (accessed 9 May 2025).  
223 On the Idan family, seeAAB+ ®¬G`l`r r`hc sgdx vntkcm­s rgnns+ sgdm ltqcdqdc lx c`tfgsdq­¯+ 12 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67192885 
224 Interview in person with Bari Meirovich, 8 May 2024 (translation from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty International). 
225 Video posted by The Slaughter 710 on its Telegram channel on 30 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. Two and a 
half minutes of the same segment was posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 12 
October 2023 and is also held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://x.com/IsraelNitzan/status/1722962370392138017
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civilians-police-stopped-1st-wave-of-terrorists-at-nahal-oz-idf-arrived-7-hours-later
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=6fde5d9
https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ilan-fiorentino
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In a two-minute segment of the second video, Tomer is seen sitting on the floor inside the Idan family home, 
alongside Gali Idan and Tsachi Idan and two of their children, Yael Idan, aged 12, and Shachar Idan, aged 
mhmd- Ftmehqd hr gd`qc hm sgd a`bjfqntmc- Sgd `qldc ldm `rj enq e`lhkx ldladqr­ hcdmshehb`shnm cnbtldmsr
and place of birth.226  

Vg`s hr mns uhrhakd hm sgd uhcdn hr sgd ancx ne F`kh­r `mc Sr`bgh­r 07-year-old daughter, Maayan Idan, who, 
according to an interview Gali gave to the BBC, was shot and killed by the attackers inside the family home 
earlier that day. Additional footage shared by the Idan family depicts Gali and Tsachi on the same floor, 
attempting to shield their children with their bodies as loud gunshots are audible in the background. In the 
video, Tsachi has blood on his hand. According to Gali, the blood belonged to Maayan.227  

In a television documentary, Yael recounted that she and her sister Maayan were hiding under a bed when 
Palestinian assailants arrived at their house and demanded that the family open the door.228 According to 
Yael, their father, Tsachi, attempted to hold the door shut.229 Maayan then left the hiding place to assist him. 
The fighters reportedly opened fire at the door and Maayan was struck in the neck by a bullet. According to 
multiple interviews, armed fighters transported Tsachi out of the kibbutz, leaving Gali and the children at 
home.230 Tsachi was killed while in captivity in Gaza on an unknown date and, although his body was 
returned to Israel on 26 February 2025 in a hostage-prisoner exchange, the cause of his death had not been 
established as of 4 December 2025, with Hamas alleging that he was killed in an Israeli air strike while the 
Israeli government claimed that he was killed by his captors. 

Shortly after, Tomer Eliaz-Arava managed to escape armed fighters and hide in the kibbutz, according to an 
Israeli military investigation into the attack on Nahal Oz, which concluded that it is highly likely that Tomer 
was mistakenly killed by Israeli military fire due to a misidentification.231 

According to findings from the same investigation, his mother Dikla, her partner Noam and his two 
daughters, Ella and Dafna, were abducted by Palestinian fighters and forced into a vehicle. During the 
attempted transfer toward Gaza, the vehicle came under fire from behind. Dikla was killed during the 
incident. The fighters subsequently abandoned the vehicle within the kibbutz, leaving her body behind. The 
investigation concluded that there was a reasonable possibility that Dikla was killed by Israeli fire, after the 
vehicle was identified by Israeli forces as one used by fleeing attackers.232 

Noam was also killed on that day, but under unknown circumstances, and his body was found seven days 
later.233 The last confirmed sighting of Noam is in a video, verified by Amnesty International, that features the 
logo of the Military Media of the Al-Quds Brigades and the flag of the Al-Quds Brigades. His leg is injured, 
with blood surrounding the wound. In the background, two other bodies lie motionless on the dirt road.234 
Residents of Nahal Oz who viewed the footage confirmed to Israeli media that it shows Noam being carried 
by two armed assailants along a dusty road on the outskirts of the kibbutz.235 

Bari Meirovich and the deputy coordinator of the emergency response squad fought for most of the day. 
A`qh­r vhed `mc entq bghkcqdm vdqd ghchmf hm sgd r`ed qnnl+ snfdsgdq vhsg svn nsgdq bghkcqdm vgn vdqd rs`xhmf
with them, fearing for him and occasionally asking him for a sign of life. With the coordinator killed at the 
outset of the attack, they were almost alone. They were joined by a small undercover Israel Border Police 
force, which happened to be staying in the kibbutz that weekend, numbering 11 (four of whom had already 
been wounded in the fighting), who provided them with more ammunition and protected vehicles.236 
Together, they tried to save civilians and fend off the attackers. A larger military force arrived at around 

 
226 Video posted by ˫ ˶ˠ˪˦˟ ˪˞˶˷˧ ˸ˣ˷ˡ˥ Z®Hrq`dk Mdvr nm Sdkdfq`l¯\ nm hsr Sdkdfq`l bg`mmdk nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 `mc gdkc nm ehkd ax
Amnesty International. 
227 Video posted by BBC News on YouTube on 23 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
228 BAR Mdvr+ ®Cnbtldms`qx ¬Sgd Bghkcqdm ne Nbsnadq 6­ bgqnmhbkdr rsnqhdr ne xntmf rtquhunqr ne G`l`r sdqqnq `ss`bj¯+ 08 @oqhk 1/25, 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/children-of-october-7-documentary-paramount-israel-hamas-gaza  
229 Video posted by Montana Tucker on Instagram on 27 February 2025 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
230 Video posted by BBC News on YouTube on 23 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by Montana Tucker 
on Instagram on 27 February 2025 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
231 HCE+ ®Rtll`qx ne ehmchmfr eqnl sgd hmpthqx hmsn sgd cd`sgr ne Snldq Dkh`y-@q`u` `mc Chjk` @q`u` nm Nbsnadq 6sg `s Jhaatsy M`g`k Ny¯+
10 January 2025, https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/january-25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-
the-deaths-of-tomer-eliaz-arava-and-dikla-arava-on-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahal-oz 
232 HCE+ ®Rtll`qx ne ehmchmfr eqnl sgd hmpthqx hmsn sgd cd`sgr ne Snldq Dkh`y-@q`u` `mc Chjk` @q`u` nm Nbsnadq 6sg `s Jhaatsy M`g`k Ny¯
(previously cited). 
233 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Mn`l Dkx`jhl+ 359 Cdunsdc e`lhkx l`m vgn knudc sn rhmf¯+ 12 Itkx 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/noam-elyakim-
46-devoted-family-man-who-loved-to-sing   
234 Video posted by Twist on X on 8 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
235 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Nahal Oz, Elyakim Arava Family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahal-oz/arava (accessed 
9 May 2025).  
236 Eleven members of Yamas, the undercover tactical unit of the Israel Border Police, were stationed in the kibbutz, as part of preparations 
for weekly protests that had been taking place in Gaza near the perimeter fence surrounding it. See Times of Israel, ®Bhuhkh`mr+ onkhbd
rsnoodc 0rs v`ud ne sdqqnqhrsr `s M`g`k Ny: HCE `qqhudc 6 gntqr k`sdq¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/children-of-october-7-documentary-paramount-israel-hamas-gaza
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/january-25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-the-deaths-of-tomer-eliaz-arava-and-dikla-arava-on-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahal-oz
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/january-25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-the-deaths-of-tomer-eliaz-arava-and-dikla-arava-on-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahal-oz
https://www.timesofisrael.com/noam-elyakim-46-devoted-family-man-who-loved-to-sing/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/noam-elyakim-46-devoted-family-man-who-loved-to-sing/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahal-oz/arava
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1.30pm and assisted them as well. Bari told Amnesty International that another member of the emergency 
response squad, Ran Poslushni, was mistakenly killed that day by Israeli soldiers from that force, who 
sgntfgs gd v`r `m `ss`bjdq- Sghr hr bnqqnanq`sdc ax sgd cdotsx bnnqchm`snq­r sdrshlnmx+ sgd Hrq`dkh `tsgnqhshdr
and media reports.237  

Bari described the attack they faced on the kibbutz as consisting of about 50-150 armed attackers and 
chrshmfthrgdc sgdl eqnl bhuhkh`mr inhmhmf `mc knnshmf+ vghbg gd drshl`sdc `s gtmcqdcr+ ®l`xad 2//-¯
Ehfgsdqr vdqd chrshmfthrgdc `r sgdx g`c ®`m `lln udrs+ Kalashnikovs and RPG, lots of grenades, lots of 
magazines ± mns svn nq sgqdd+ knsr-¯ Rnld ne sgdl g`c ` fqddm gd`ca`mc nm sgdhq enqdgd`c+ l`qjhmf sgdl
as fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. A white vehicle with a Gazan licence plate that entered the kibbutz 
was full of military equipment such as explosives, RPGs and magazines. The fighters walked around in units 
of two or three. To him, there was no question that they were trained; they knew how to shoot and were very 
well equipped. It was evident that they had intelligence on the kibbutz in advance. He noticed that attackers 
began opening the boots of multiple cars. Later, he learnt that, in other locations, fighters had removed spare 
tyres after opening the boots of multiple cars, set them on fire and rolled them into houses. The civilians, on 
the other hand, were dressed in civilian clothing without military equipment; some of them even came 
barefoot.238  

Among others killed in Nahal Oz was Tanzanian agriculture student Joshua Mollel, aged 21. Joshua, who 
had only been in Israel for three weeks prior to 7 October 2023, was killed in Nahal Oz, where he was 
staying as part of his internship at a dairy farm there, and his body was taken to Gaza, where it remained 
until it was released on 5 November 2025 as part of a hostage-prisoner exchange deal.239 For several weeks, 
his family believed and hoped that he was alive in captivity in Gaza, until video footage emerged which 
shattered those hopes.240 Amnesty International verified two videos related to the murder of Joshua Mollel on 
the outskirts of the kibbutz.241 In the first video, a group of heavily armed men dressed in civilian clothing 
and carrying weapons are seen beating and pushing Joshua.242 He is held by four men. Two of them are 
carrying type 56-1 rifles, one is carrying an AK-103 pattern rifle and a fourth is carrying a heavily customized 
AKM-pattern rifle. Joshua is not resisting or fighting back. One of the armed men holding him has a patch on 
his vest that appears to be that of the National Resistance Brigades, while, in the background, another man 
wears a yellow headband of the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr- Hm sgd rdbnmc uhcdn+ Inrgt`­r ancx hr rddm kxhmf
on the road, some 200m south of the place where he was first recorded being captured and held by the 
fighters.243 His body has bleeding wounds on the chest. One assailant dressed in civilian clothing stands next 
sn sgd ancx+ vhdkchmf ` jmhed vhsg uhrhakd sq`bdr ne aknnc- Ld`mvghkd+ ` ehfgsdq ok`bdr ghr enns nm Inrgt`­r
stomach and discharges his rifle directly at his head.  

5.1.6 NETIV HAASARA  
Seventeen civilian residents, including three members of the local emergency response squad, were killed in 
Netiv HaAsara, a moshav located a few hundred metres to the north of the perimeter fence surrounding 
Gaza and home to some 1,280 residents,244 according to an Israeli military investigation.245 The figures 
broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.246 

 
237 Interview in person with Bari Ldhqnuhbg+ 7 L`x 1/13: sgd cdotsx bnnqchm`snq­r testimony to the Edut 710 documentation project. See 
Kibbutz Nahal Oz, ˢˡ ˭˯˧ˮ ˪˷ ˸ˣˡ˰ˢ- ˣ˪˵ ï   ˸ˣˡ˰ :ˢ˶ˣ˥˷ˢ ˸˟˷ˢ :ˤˣ˰ ˪˥ˮ ˳ˣ˟˧˵ ˶˟˥ˣ ˴ò˷˟˶ˢ ˭ˠ˯710˪ˤ˶˟ ˸ˣ˟˶˥ ˸ˬ˥˪ˬ :  Z®Sgd sdrshlnmx ne
Nissan De-Kalo ± cdotsx rdbtqhsx bnnqchm`snq `mc ldladq ne Jhaatsy M`g`k Ny9 Ak`bj R`aa`sg9 Sdrshlnmx 60/9 Hqnm Rvnqcr V`q¯\+ 13
April 2024, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i--LqtRZOPs (in Hebrew). See also October 7 Memorial, Ran Poslushni, 
https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ran-poslushni '`bbdrrdc 8 L`x 1/14(: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Q`m Onrktrgmh+ 379 E`sgdq ne 3 vhsg `
rg`qo rdmrd ne gtlnq¯+ 1/ L`x 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/ran-poslushni-48-father-of-4-with-a-sharp-sense-of-humor  
238 Interview in person with Bari Meirovich, 8 May 2024.  
239 Ft`qch`m+ ®Ancx ne cd`c S`my`mh`m gnrs`fd qdl`hmr hm F`y`¯+ 03 Mnudladq 1/13+https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-
news/read/body-of-dead-tanzanian-hostage-remains-in-gaza-2024-11-14-104447; AAB+ ®Hrq`dk r`xr G`l`r qdstqmdc ancx ne cd`c
S`my`mh`m gnrs`fd¯+ 4 Mnudladq 1/14+https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgjdwje0ywdo 
240 PBS NewsHour, War in the Holy Land, 4 December 2023, https://www.pbs.org/video/war-in-the-holy-land-thai-1701731386 
241 AAB+ ®Inrgt` Lnkkdk9 S`my`mh` r`xr rstcdms jhkkdc hm Hrq`dk ax G`l`r¯+ 03 Cdbdladq 1/12+https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
67713520 
242 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  
243 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
244 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Netiv Haasara, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=224ae0b 
(accessed 14 May 2025). 
245 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®26 `qldc Hrq`dkhr e`hkdc sn rsno 2 sdqqnqhrsr eqnl ltqcdqhmf 06 hm Mdshu G`­`r`q`¯+ 3 L`qbg 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/37-armed-israelis-failed-to-stop-3-terrorists-from-murdering-17-in-netiv-haasara 
246 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Netiv HaAsara, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara (accessed 30 April 
2025); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 
Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i--LqtRZOPs
https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ran-poslushni
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ran-poslushni-48-father-of-4-with-a-sharp-sense-of-humor/
https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-news/read/body-of-dead-tanzanian-hostage-remains-in-gaza-2024-11-14-104447
https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-news/read/body-of-dead-tanzanian-hostage-remains-in-gaza-2024-11-14-104447
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgjdwje0ywdo
https://www.pbs.org/video/war-in-the-holy-land-thai-1701731386
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67713520
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67713520
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=224ae0b
https://www.timesofisrael.com/37-armed-israelis-failed-to-stop-3-terrorists-from-murdering-17-in-netiv-haasara
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara
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The first contingent of fighters reached there using three motorized paragliders.247 Four videos and images 
reviewed by Amnesty International show fighters landing in Netiv HaAsara in motorized paragliders. One 
video, verified by Amnesty International, shows two paragliders landing in the south-western extension of 
Netiv HaAsara, while the sound of multiple rockets and warning sirens triggered by rockets can be heard in 
the background.248 Two other videos, recorded by residents on their cameras, captured the paragliders, as 
well as clouds of smoke from the rocket fire.249 One of the two, Gilad Kfir, a wildlife photographer, was killed 
later that day.250 The paragliders landed around the same time as the sirens warning residents to go to 
shelters went off at 6.29am, according to multiple testimonies.  

Sabine Taasa, a 48-year-old mother of four boys aged nine to 17, told Amnesty International that her two 
youngest sons, Shai Taasa, aged nine, and Koren Taasa, aged 13, were both gravely injured when a 
Palestinian fighter threw a grenade into the room where the boys were sheltering with their father, Gil Taasa, 
in the yard of the family compound (Sabine and Gil, her ex-husband, were living in two separate houses in 
the same compound). The explosion killed Gil, a 45-year-old firefighter and former member of sgd lnrg`u­r
emergency response squad. Nine-year-old Shai lost his right eye in the attack ± a life-changing injury ± and 
his brother Koren sustained shrapnel injuries in various parts of his body.251  

Sabine recounted that, after murdering Gil, the fighters tried to enter her house, where she and her son 
Zohar Taasa were sheltering in a safe room. She opened the door and found two fighters there, but managed 
to shut the door and lock it. She described one attacker as wearing a green headband with white Arabic 
writing, a type associated with the Al-Qassam Brigades, and a military-style vest that was stained with blood. 
Rgd r`hc gd gdkc ` ®J`k`rgmhjnu¯ qhekd hm ghr qhfgs g`mc `mc ` fqdm`cd hm ghr kdes g`mc and wore khaki 
military-style clothing. The other one was short and bald.252  

The description fits that of two fighters seen in footage from security cameras at the family compound that 
was broadcast by an Israeli news channel and verified by Amnesty International. Different extracts show: Gil 
and his two children running from their beds to the shelter in the yard when the warning siren sounds at 
6.29am, a grenade being thrown into the shelter at 7.10am; an armed fighter wearing an Al-Qassam 
Brigades headband climbing over the fence and entering the yard; another fighter wearing a body armour 
vest marked with a Palestinian flag forcing the two boys to return across the yard to the house and confining 
them to a room at 7.13am, before typing on a mobile phone; and the two boys in the room with blood traces 
visible on the floor at 7.16am.253 According to Jnqdm­rtestimony, his brother, Shai, was injured in his eye 
and foot and was not able to see from the injured eye.254  

In other extracts, the two attackers are later seen walking around the yard, using phones and a radio and 
talking to each other. One of them carries an M-4 pattern rifle, likely taken from the Israeli military. The other 
carries an AK-pattern rifle. One of the fighters is later seen returning to the room where the children were 
gdkc `mc s`jhmf Jnqdm­r ognmd- Gd `rjr sgd anxr sn rod`j hm @q`ahb- Sgd nkcdq anx qdronmcr sg`s gd cndr
not speak Arabic, wants to go home to his mother, and asks about his father. The fighter leaves once again 
and returns at 7.25am. He takes a large Coca-Cola bottle from the refrigerator, drinks from it and walks back 

 
247 Rdd G``qdsy+ ®Sgqdd sdqqnqhrsr ltqcdqdc 06 Hrq`dkhr9 Gnv Jhaatsy Mdshu G`­`r`q`­r cdedmrdr e`hkdc nm Nbs- 6¯+ 4 L`qbg 1/14+
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-03-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/three-terrorists-murdered-17-israelis-how-kibbutz-netiv-
haasara-was-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000 
248 Video posted by  ˪ ˴ˢ ˪˷ ˪˴ˮ˸ˬ ˞˪ˢ ˭˧ˬ˧ˢ Z®Sgd tm`onknfdshb qhfgs ne sgd rg`cnv¯\ nm hsr Sdkdfq`l bg`mmdk nm 18 Nbsnadq 1/12 `mc gdkc
on file by Amnesty International. 
249 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Mdshu G`@r`q`+ Qnmdm @uhrqnq+ ®@ rtmqhrd rgnns stqmdc hmsn b`ostqhmf sdqqnqhrsr¯+
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/avisror (accessed 9 May 2025). 
250 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Mdshu G`@r`q`+ Fhk`c Jehq+ ®Vdms sn qdbnqc sdqqnqhrs hmehksq`shnm `mc v`r ltqcdqdc¯+
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/gilad-kfir (accessed 9 May 2025). 
251 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024. 
Sabine told Amnesty International that she heard Gil fire eight shots before being killed in the grenade attack. She said that he only had his 
odqrnm`k ohrsnk `mc g`c mn `bbdrr sn sgd lnrg`u­r `qlntqx adb`trd gd g`c kdes sgd dldqfdmbx qdronmrd rpt`c hm 1/10+ rn sg`s hn case of 
an attack he could stay his family. She said that assailants took his pistol and that the police later informed her that the Israeli military had 
entmc Fhk­r ohrsnk hm sgd bhsx ne Q`e`g hm sgd rntsg ne F`y`- 
Rgd `krn ldmshnmdc sgdrd cds`hkr hm gdq hmsdquhdv vhsg Idvhrg Mdvr- Idvhrg Mdvr+ ®H knrs dudqxsghmf9 Hrq`dkh lnsgdq sdkkr gdq October 7th 
story ± R`ahmd S``r` etkk hmsdquhdv¯+ 3 Itmd 1/13+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tgWEPK593Y  
252 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024. 
253 Channel 12 news report, video reposted by Fabian  ˭ ˞˧˟˲ on X on 6 October 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. The footage 
from the cameras is timestamped. See also Channel 12,  s  ˭˟ ˢ˯˰˸ ˭˶ˣ˵-13 "˫˷ ˢ˶˵ ˢˬ ˰ˡˣ˧ ˧ˮ˞ ?ˣˮ˸˧˞ ˣ˪˩˞ ˫˧˪˟˥ˬˢ" :ˢˬ˧˞ˢ ˧˰ˠ˶˪ ˶ˤˣ˥ 
Z®02-year-nkc Jnqdm S``r` qdb`kkr lnldmsr ne gnqqnq9 ¬Chc sgd sdqqnqhrsr d`s vhsg tr> H jmnv vg`s g`oodmdc sgdqd­-¯ \+ 18 L`qbg 1/13+
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/2024_q1/Article-f7f4482d2f68e81027.htm (in Hebrew). One of the gunmen in the images was 
rtardptdmskx qdonqsdckx jhkkdc ax Hrq`dkh enqbdr hm F`y`- Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Nbs- 6 rtquhunq sdkkr TM sn ¬rsno ak`lhmf tr­ enq
v`q+ enbtr nm g`ql sn Hrq`dkh jhcr¯+ 3 Rdosdladq 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/oct-7-survivor-tells-un-to-stop-blaming-us-for-war-
focus-on-blow-to-israeli-kids 
254 @kk Hrq`dk Mdvr+ ®S`­`r` '02(+ vgnrd e`sgdq itlodc nm sgd fqdm`cd sn r`ud ghr rnmr nm Nbsnadq 6+ rg`qdr ghr rsnqx¯+ 20 L`qbg2024, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNCRL3xg_6U  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-03-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/three-terrorists-murdered-17-israelis-how-kibbutz-netiv-haasara-was-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-03-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/three-terrorists-murdered-17-israelis-how-kibbutz-netiv-haasara-was-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/avisror
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/gilad-kfir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tgWEPK593Y
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/2024_q1/Article-f7f4482d2f68e81027.htm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/oct-7-survivor-tells-un-to-stop-blaming-us-for-war-focus-on-blow-to-israeli-kids/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/oct-7-survivor-tells-un-to-stop-blaming-us-for-war-focus-on-blow-to-israeli-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNCRL3xg_6U&ab_channel=AllIsraelNews
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to the yard. There, he offers the drink to the second fighter, pours out the remaining contents and throws the 
bottle on the ground next to the shelter into which the grenade was thrown.255  

According to testimonies, Koren tried to use the online translation tool Google Translate to communicate with 
the fighters, who reportedly shot his father twice to ensure that he was dead after the grenade attack on the 
shelter.256  

  

  

 

These four stills from CCTV footage taken by security cameras show the attack on the family compound of Sabine Taasa and Gil Taasa in Netiv HaAsara on 7 
October 2023. The first still (top left) shows a fighter wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades headband enterinf sgd x`qc mdws sn sgd bnlontmc­r rgdksdq- Rgnqskx
adenqd+ `s 6-0/`l+ ` fqdm`cd v`r sgqnvm hmsn sgd rgdksdq+ jhkkhmf Fhk S``r` `mc hmitqhmf svn ne ghr `mc R`ahmd S``r`­r rnmr-The second still (top right) 
shows a Palestinian fighter forcing the two boys to return across the yard to the house at 7.13am. The third (bottom left) shows the two boys locked in the 
house at 7.15am, with blood traces visible on the floor. The fourth (bottom right) shows a fighter returning to the room where the two boys were locked at 
7.25am. © Israeli Channel 12  

 

Sabine told Amnesty International that the fighters also tried to open the front door of the main house, where 
she was sheltering with her 15-year-old son, Zohar. Images from security cameras captured the presence of 
fighters outside the house.257  

After some 25 minutes, the gunmen left and the children ran to their mother in the safe room. Sabine 
recounted to media:  

®H gd`qc+ ¬L`l`+ nodm sgd cnnq+ hs­r ld+ Jnqdm-­ H knnj `s Yng`q `mc Yng`q knnjr `s ld `mc H r`x+ ¬Hs­r Jnqdm- H
ltrs nodm sgd cnnq-­ ¬L`l`+ H­l adffhmf xnt+ cnm­s Hs­r sgdl Zsgd `ss`bjdqr\ vhsg Jnqdm- Hs­r ` sqhbj- Sgdx vhkk jhkk
xnt+ L`l`- Okd`rd cnm­snodm sgd cnnq H­l adffhmf xnt-­ @mc H knnj hm ghr dxd `mc H r`x sn ghl+ ¬Yng`q+ cn xnt
jmnv H­l ` lnsgdq sg`s jmnvr sg`s gdq anxr `qd hm c`mfdq>£ He H vhkk chd+ H vhkk chd vhsg lx anxr+ ats xnt ltrs
rs`x `khud- Xnt tmcdqrs`mc ld> Mnv xnt g`ud 0/ rdbnmcr£`mc+ he xnt rdd sg`s H­l mns bnlhmf a`bj+ xnt knbj
xntqrdke Zhm sgd r`ed qnnl\-­ H nodm sgd r`edsx qnnl `mc fn sn sgd dmsq`mbd£ H Zdwodbsdc\ sg`s H vhkk nodm sgd
door and then they will shoot my head. But, thank God, I saw only my two little boys, bleeding from the head to 
sgd edds- Rg`h+ lx khsskd nmd+ vhsg sgd dxd ntsrhcd Zhsr rnbjds\+ l`mx ohdbdr ne fqdm`cd hm `kk ghr ancx `mc gd­r
pthds- @mc Jnqdm v`r akddchmf eqnl sgd `qlr+ eqnl sgd rhcd+ tmcdq sgd `qlr£ Jnqdm r`hc sn ld+ ¬Sgdx jhkkdc
C`c£ Vgx sgdx chcm­s jhkk ld>­£ H snnj ansg ne sgdl£ sn sgd r`edsx qnnl£ H snnj sgd rgddsr ne sgd adc Zsn
cqdrr sgdhq vntmcr\£ Sgd r`ld sdqqnqhrsr sg`s jhkkdc lx gtra`mc `mc v`ms sn jhkk ld b`ld a`bj sn lx gntrd
`mc rs`qs `f`hm sn sqx sn nodm sgd vhmcnvr£ H v`r cdrodq`sd£Suddenly, I heard another knocking on the 
cnnq£ H qdbnfmhyd sghr unhbd£ H nodm `mc `kk sgdkitat konenut [emergency response squad] was around my 
house ± and the Yamam [the National Counter-Sdqqnqhrl Tmhs ne sgd Hrq`dk Anqcdq Onkhbd\£ ZSgdx\ snnj lx anxr
`mc ld Zsn r`edsx\-¯258  

 
255 Channel 12 news report, video reposted by Fabian  ˭ ˞˧˟˲ on X on 6 October 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
256 Hrq`dk M`shnm`k Mdvr+ ®Nbsnadq 6sg9 01-year-nkc sqhdc sn rod`j vhsg sdqqnqhrsr trhmf Fnnfkd Sq`mrk`sd¯+ 17 L`qbg 1/13+
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/387523 
The footage from the security cameras that was broadcast by Channel 12 do not show the moment when Gil was killed.  
257 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024.  
258 Idvhrg Mdvr+ ®H knrs dudqxsghmf9 Hrq`dkh lnsgdq sdkkr gdq Nbsnadq 6sg rsnqx± R`ahmd S``r` etkk hmsdquhdv¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
A video taken by Sabine Taasa in the safe room of her home shows her two wounded children, Shai and Koren, and records her saying that 
they are losing blood and need to be urgently evacuated. Video on file with Amnesty International. 

https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/387523
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Among the others killed in the attack on Netiv HaAsara were Bilha Inon, a 75-year-old art teacher, and her 
husband, Yakov Inon, a 78-year-old agronomist, whose home was just 500m from the perimeter fence 
rtqqntmchmf F`y`- Sgd bntokd­r gnld v`r ghs ax `m QOG or other projectile, which set it on fire and, being a 
wooden house, it burnt down very rapidly before they could escape.259 Ahkg`­r ancx v`r rn atqms sg`s hs snnj
10 months for forensic experts to find any remains.260 Nmd ne sgd bntokd­r ehud bghkcqdm+ L``x`m Hmnm+ snkc
media that she received a WhatsApp message from her father, Yakov, at 7.30am saying that he and Bilha 
vdqd hm sgd r`ed qnnl `mc vdqd gd`qhmf ` kns ne rgnnshmf `mc qnbjdsr+ `mc sg`s ®ax 6-34`l sgdx vdqdalready 
disconnected and not answering. The house got a direct hit and was on fire within minutes. This was a 
gntrd athks vhsg khfgs l`sdqh`kr khjd ok`rsdq `mc okxvnnc-¯261  

5.1.7 NOVA FESTIVAL 
The location where the largest number of people were killed on 7 October 2023 was the area around a 
o`qjhmf kns itrs mnqsg ne Qd­hl+ vgdqd lnqd sg`m 2+/// odnokd vdqd `ssdmchmf `m nudqmhfgs ntscnnq sq`mbd
music festival called the Nova festival (also known as the Supernova Sukkot Gathering).262 According to an 
Israeli military investigation, 378 people were killed in the attack on the Nova festival site and a small section 
of Road 232 adjacent to the parking lot. They included 344 civilians attending the festival. They also 
included 34 members of military or security forces. Sixteen of them were soldiers: 12 of them were off-duty 
and attending the festival, while four were killed while fighting the assailants. Another 16 were police officers, 
15 of whom were killed fighting the assailants; and two were agents of the Israel Security Agency (also 
known as Shabak or Shin Bet), one of whom was attending the festival. The figures do not include the killing 
of festival-goers in other areas surrounding Gaza that day, including in bomb shelters and other locations 
where they sought shelter and on sections of Road 232 further from the festival site along which they were 
fleeing.263 The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.264 

 
259 Hl`fdr ne sgd atqms qdl`hmr ne sgd gntrd `qd uhrhakd `s9 Fkna`k Mdvr+ ®Hrq`dkh neehbh`kr bnmctbs fthcdc sntq ne G`l`r `ss`bjrhsd+¯ 07
November 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuZnG6fJyiE: `mc C`hkx L`hk+ ®Dwbktrhud9 Hmrhcd sgd od`bdetk jhaatsy vgdqd Hrq`dkh
couple murdered by Hamas lived in peace for 32 years before their home was obliterated by grenades: Mail is shown ruins of community 
opened up for the first time since October 7 attackr¯+ 10 Mnudladq 1/12 'toc`sdc 11 Mnudladq 1/12(+
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12776623/kibbutz-Israeli-couple-murdered-Hamas-grenades-ruins-community-October-7.html  
260 Ynetnews, ®HCE bnmehqlr Ahkg` Xhmnm+ khrsdc `r lhrrhmf+ v`r ltqcdqdc nm Nbsnadq 6¯+ 5 @tftrs 1/13+ 

https://www.ynetnews.com/article/rknhbzg5r 
261 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Ehm`k tm`bbntmsdc enq Nbsnadq 6 uhbshl chdc hm nmrk`tfgs+ HCE bnmehqlr¯+ 5 @tftrs 1/13
https://www.timesofisrael.com/final-unaccounted-for-october-7-victim-died-in-onslaught-idf-confirms  
262 Tribe of Nova, Supernova Sukkot, available at https://www.eventer.co.il/event/novaparalellotranslate/wCqCL (accessed 12 May 2025). 
263 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE nj`xdc Mnu` ltrhb edrshu`k+ ats chcm­s hmenql sqnnor cdoknxdc `s anqcdq+ oqnad ehmcr¯+ 2 @oqhk 1/14, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-okayed-nova-music-festival-but-didnt-inform-troops-deployed-at-border-probe-finds  
Rdd `krn L``qhu+ ®Onkhbd hmudrshf`shnm qdud`kr9 Sghr hr gnv sgd m`stqd o`qsx adb`ld sgd k`qfdrs sdqqnqhrs `ss`bj hm Hrq`dkh ghrsnqx¯+ 07
November 2023, https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/Article-1053124 
264 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Netiv HaAsara (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the 
Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 
7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuZnG6fJyiE&t=80s
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12776623/kibbutz-Israeli-couple-murdered-Hamas-grenades-ruins-community-October-7.html
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/rknhbzg5r
https://www.timesofisrael.com/final-unaccounted-for-october-7-victim-died-in-onslaught-idf-confirms/
https://www.eventer.co.il/event/novaparalellotranslate/wCqCL
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-okayed-nova-music-festival-but-didnt-inform-troops-deployed-at-border-probe-finds/
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/Article-1053124
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This aerial photograph, taken on 10 October 2023, shows the site of the Nova festival after the attack by Palestinian fighters. © Jack Guez / AFP via Getty 
Images 

There is a broad consensus that the attack on the festival was not planned, as Hamas and other Palestinian 
armed groups did not know that the festival was taking place.265 Rather, fighters stumbled upon the Nova 
festival site as they drove along Road 232 on their way to attack kibbutzim and other localities. They fired 
into areas full of civilians, targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee and hunted down others where 
they were trying to hide ± in bomb shelters, public toilets, ditches and bushes.266 Fighters armed with rifles, 
machine guns, grenades and RPGs set up roadblocks to prevent festival-goers from fleeing and to intercept 
military and security forces coming to their rescue.267  

Virtually every survivor and every rescuer who spoke to Amnesty International, to other investigators or to the 
media said that they had been traumatized by the scale and extent of the brutality they saw at and around 
the Nova festival site. One woman (name withheld at her request) described what she saw when she 
approached the Nova festival site along Road 232 to look for her friend:  

®Sghr vgnkd `qd`± the road ± sgdqd vdqd b`qr nm ansg rhcdr+ rnld ne sgdl atqms+ rnld ne sgdl£ vhsg atkkds
holes. As many as eight minutes from where she [the friend] was, there were bodies. I remember that the first 
vehicle I saw was a terrorist van ± white ± and two terrorists were dead on the floor there, and then ± really ± on 
the right, on the left ± the whole road ± bodies, bodies, bodies, bodies. On the right, cars with bodies; on the left, 
cars with bodies ± ̀ knmf sgd vgnkd qn`c- Sgdm vd g`c sn fn sgqntfg Rcdqns+ adb`trd xnt bntkcm­s± it was 
impossible to carry straight on, so we got to Sderot and there were still terrorists shooting. They had taken over 
the [onkhbd\ rs`shnm- Sgdm+ eqnl sgd uhkk`fdr+ vd dmsdqdc snv`qcr ZQn`c\ 121£ Hs v`r ` aknnca`sg vg`s vdms nm
sgdqd- Rhlokx gnqqhexhmf- Sgd vgnkd qn`c9 anchdr+ nm sgd kdes `mc sgd qhfgs ne sgd qn`c- H vnm­s enqfds hs: hs v`r udqx

 
265 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE nj`xdc Mnu` ltrhb edrshu`k+ ats chcm­s hmenql sqnnor cdoknxdc `s anqcdq+ oqnad ehmcr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bited). See 
`krn G``qdsy+ ®Hrq`dkh rdbtqhsx drs`akhrgldms9 G`l`r khjdkx chcm­s g`ud `cu`mbd jmnvkdcfd ne Mnu` edrshu`k¯+ 01 Mnudladr 2023, 
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-
knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000: Idvhrg Bgqnmhbkd+ ®Mnu` edrshu`k ¬rtqoqhrdc­ G`l`r+ enqldq Mdfdu
onkhbd bnll`mcdq r`xr¯+ 2 Rdosdladq 1/13+https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/nova-festival-surprised-hamas-former-negev-police-
commander-says-jz3d1koz  
266 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Nova, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nova '`bbdrrdc 01 L`x 1/14(: BMM+ ®Gnv ` q`ud
bdkdaq`shmf khed stqmdc hmsn ` eqdmyhdc l`rr`bqd¯+ 03 Nbsnadq 1/12https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/10/middleeast/hamas-music-
festival-attack-investigation-cmd-intl  
267 Ft`qch`m+ ®¬@ bhqbkd ne cd`sg­9 Mnu` edrshu`k rtquhunq qdb`kkr 04-lhkd a`qdenns drb`od eqnl G`l`r¯+ 3 I`mt`qx 1/13+
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/04/nadav-hanan-nova-festival-survivor-recalls-25km-barefoot-escape-from-hamas; Reuters, 
®@a`mcnmdc b`qr tmcdqkhmd o`mhb `s Hrq`dkh ltrhb edrshu`k vgdqd G`l`r ftmldm jhkkdc gtmcqdcr¯+ 0/ Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/abandoned-cars-underline-panic-israeli-music-festival-where-hamas-gunmen-killed-2023-10-09  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/nova-festival-surprised-hamas-former-negev-police-commander-says-jz3d1koz
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/nova-festival-surprised-hamas-former-negev-police-commander-says-jz3d1koz
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nova
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/10/middleeast/hamas-music-festival-attack-investigation-cmd-intl/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/10/middleeast/hamas-music-festival-attack-investigation-cmd-intl/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/04/nadav-hanan-nova-festival-survivor-recalls-25km-barefoot-escape-from-hamas
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/abandoned-cars-underline-panic-israeli-music-festival-where-hamas-gunmen-killed-2023-10-09/
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sq`tl`shb- H£ H cnm­s rkddo `s mhfgs- H cnm­s rkddo- Hs g`tmsr ld- Sgd rhfgsr H g`ud rddm± they really haunt me. 
H­l mns ` bnv`qckx odqrnm Ats£ hm sgd dmc+ sgdrd `qd odnokd khjd ld `mc khjd xnt- Gtl`mr- @mc H rdd sgdl
thrown on the road like animals. Why did they deserve this? Bodies without heads. Bodies without limbs. Bodies 
that were desecrated. They were run over again and again. Pieces, really, there were pieces of bodies ± 
rnldsghmf qd`kkx gnqqhexhmf- Gnqqhexhmf+ gnqqhexhmf-¯268 

 

 

This aerial photograph, taken on 13 October 2023, shows abandoned and torched vehicles at the site of the Nova festival. © Jack Guez / AFP via  
Getty Images 

Road 232 is a major road in southern Israel that runs approximately 80km from the Kerem Shalom crossing 
between Israel and Gaza, near the border with Egypt, to the outskirts of the city of Ashkelon. It connects with 
various highways and smaller access routes to kibbutzim and moshavim targeted by the Al-Qassam Brigades 
and the military wings of Palestinian armed groups during the 7 October 2023 attacks, including ± from 
south to north ± sgd jhaatsyhl ne Gnkhs+ Rte`+ L`fdm+ Qd­hl+ Ad­dqh `mc Je`q @yy`+ enkknved by the city of 
Sderot.  

Amnesty International verified 40 videos that were recorded along Road 232, including areas surrounding 
the Nova festival site, on 7 October 2023 and show killings and their aftermath. They indicate that, in 
addition to those fleeing the attack on the Nova edrshu`k+ bhuhkh`mr eqnl sgd jhaatsyhl ne @ktlhl+ Ad­dqh+ Je`q
@yy`+ M`g`k Ny+ Mhq Ny `mc Qd­hl+ `r vdkk `r Rcdqns `mc nsgdq knb`shnmr+ `ssdlosdc sn trd Qn`c 121 sn
escape attacks on their communities. The footage ± captured by assailants, eyewitnesses, survivors and first 
responders ± documents deliberate killings and the bodies of those killed along the road. It shows fighters 
shooting at and killing civilians who were fleeing on foot or in vehicles, some of them in ambushes, and the 
summary killing of abducted civilians. 

Fighters involved in the attack on the Nova festival site and surrounding areas were predominantly dressed 
in camouflage-coloured military-style clothing, but some wore civilian clothing, typically black or otherwise 
darkly coloured T-shirts. The majority were armed, primarily with automatic weapons, including variants of 
AK-pattern rifles and AMD-65 assault rifles. 

One of the earliest pieces of footage from Road 232, a seven-minute video recorded by a dashboard camera 
in a vehicle in which assailants are travelling, shows a convoy of fighters in pickup trucks on which heavy 
machine guns are mounted moving through a ǹstqd qdrdqud md`q Ad­dqh `qntmc 6`l-269 The footage 

 
268 Interview in person with rescuer (name withheld at her request), 26 June 2024, Ashdod, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into 
English by Amnesty International).  
269 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
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includes at least seven pickup trucks and five motorcycles, transporting at least 20 armed men, some 
displaying Al-Qassam Brigades headbands and armbands. Around 4:50 minutes in, the convoy turns onto 
Road 232, where assailants in the vehicle from which the footage is being recorded open fire on a white 
civilian pickup truck with an Israeli licence plate that they are overtaking. The vehicle comes to a stop as two 
of its doors open. This incident is one of the first verified attacks on civilian vehicles along Road 232. Similar 
attacks were documented at multiple points along the road. 

 

 

This still from footage taken by a dashboard camera in a vehicle in which assailants are travelling shows a convoy of fighters travelling in pickup trucks, on 
lnsnqbxbkdr `mc nm enns sgqntfg ` m`stqd qdrdqud md`q Ad­dqh `qntmc 6`l nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12- 

The attack on the Nova festival started at approximately 6.30am on 7 October 2023, when at least six 
paragliders were observed in the sky above the festival site.270 Footage posted by survivors on social media 
and verified by Amnesty International shows the paragliders descending, while the sound of rocket fire is 
heard in the background.271 Video evidence indicates that the festival organizers shut off the music shortly 
afterwards.272 Attendees can be seen fleeing toward the parking lot in an attempt to escape.273 As large 
numbers of festival-goers are attempting to escape the festival site, sustained gunfire can be heard in 
multiple videos, with some individuals visibly injured as they run.274 Videos recorded by the attendees and 
verified by Amnesty International also show armed men chasing and shooting directly at people attempting 
to escape the site.275 In another video verified by Amnesty International, footage recorded by a body-worn 
camera used by one of the assailants shows a group of armed men ± some in civilian clothing, others in 
camouflage-coloured military-style uniform ± entering the festival site and firing directly into a row of portable 
toilets.276 A photograph later published by Israeli first responders shows a blood-drenched portable toilet.277 

 
270 Video posted by War Report on X on 8 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
271 Video posted by n.t.noamtal on Instagram on 8 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by millet_bh on 
Instagram and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram 
channel on 2 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
272 Video posted by etoptimist on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
273 Video posted by etoptimist on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by OSINTtechnical on X on 9 
October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
274 Video posted by CaucasusWarReport on X on 8 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video posted by etoptimist on X 
on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
275 Two videos posted by Malchira Division on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
276 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 13 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
277 Photograph posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
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These two stills from two videos posted by survivors on social media show festival-goers attempting to escape on foot and by car from the site of the Nova 
festival on 7 October 2023.  

 

The killing, as well as the abduction, of festival-goers continued for nearly three hours at the Nova festival 
site after the first paragliders appeared. A video recorded by a dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty 
International shows, at around 9.23am, three armed fighters equipped with Type 56-1 and other AKMS-
pattern rifles, two of them wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades patch or headband, abducting one civilian and 
shooting at close range another apparent civilian hiding behind a white car.278 The body of the victim, who is 
seen moving before being shot, jolts from the impact and then goes limp. In another video captured by the 
same dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty International, at least eight men, most of them not carrying 
visible weapons, can be seen looting two vehicles, searching the body of the civilian who was shot in the 
previous video and taking small items out of his pockets at around 12.09pm.279 They find a woman hiding 
inside the vehicle and lead her away, off camera. Minutes later, the woman comes back into view, raising 
her hands. After a few seconds, she crouches down as bullets hit the ground nearby. It is not known if she 
survived or was killed. Thick smoke and shooting are visible in the background.  

A survivor of the attack on the Nova festival, Yair Yifrah, told Amnesty International that initially he had not 
worried about the sound of rockets because, as a resident of nearby Nahal Oz, he was used to hearing 
rockets being fired from Gaza. However, he soon realized that this attack was different because of the 
intensity of the rocket fire and, shortly after, the gunfire, which was sounding increasingly close. He said: 

®H b`kkdc lx c`c `s 7`l `mc+ ax sgdm+ H v`r `kqd`cx qtmmhmf enq lx khed `mc sgdx [the assailants] were shooting at 
tr£ H rdd odnokd qtmmhmf `mc H cnm­s tmcdqrs`mc vgx ats H­l qtmmhmf vhsg sgdl+ `mc dudqxnmd­r bqxhmf£ H­ud
got my back to the shots, and I st`qs gd`qhmf sgd atkkdsr antmbhmf nee sgd b`qr9 shmf+ shmf- Vd­qd qtmmhmf+ `mc H rdd
` onkhbdl`m fds ` atkkds hm sgd rgntkcdq+ `mc sg`s­r vgdm vd tmcdqrsnnc hs v`r etbjhmf qd`k- Vd­qd qtmmhmf `mc

 
278 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date and tild `r ®1/12-
10-/6 /8912918¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsgAmnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
279 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 8 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date and tild `r ®1/12-
10-/6 019/8927¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsgAmnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
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bullets are flying around us. We went down this massive incline, down a green and open field. I reached a fence 
`mc itlodc hmsn `m `unb`cn fqnud+ bkhlahmf `mc qtmmhmf hm- H bntkcm­s aqd`sgd£ H itrs k`x sgdqd `mc sqhdc sn b`kk
people, but no one answered ± either there was no reception or they were dead. I tried to call Ilan [Fiorentino], 
the security coordinator (ravshatz( ne M`g`k Ny+ ats gd v`r cd`c `kqd`cx ax sgdm- H chcm­s jmnv `s sgd shld£ H­l
lying there, hearing gunshots, rockets, sometimes close and rnldshldr e`q£ H gd`q rgntsr bnlhmf bknrdq+ ats
hs­r mns Gdaqdv- Rn+ H b`kk rnldnmd± cndrm­s l`ssdq vgn- H ekho sgqntfg lx bnms`bsr `mc b`kk ` vnl`m eqhdmc ne
lhmd eqnl Ods`g Shju`+ ats sgdx­qd snn bknrd ax sgdm+ rn H b`m­s `mrvdq+ H b`m­s s`kj sn gdq- Rhe hears them on the 
ognmd+ `mc sgdx o`rr ax£ H vghrodqdc sn gdq+ ¬H­ud nmkx fns 1$ a`ssdqx kdes- Axd ­ H sqhdc sn nodm Fnnfkd L`or sn
rdd vgdqd H `l+ ats lx ognmd itrs rgts cnvm- H k`x sgdqd ` knmf shld+ `mc sgd vgnkd shld sgdqd `qd rgnsr£ H
understood that this was really dangerous, that I have to get some water. I sat up, but then I hear shooting 
`f`hm£ H atqx lxrdke hmsn sgd fqntmc `f`hm+ e`kk `rkddo `mc v`jd to- H fns sn fds nts ne sgdqd- H rs`qs v`kjhmf£
Finally, I reached Netivot [a city 20km from thd Mnu` edrshu`k rhsd\-¯280 

Videos verified by Amnesty International show that the killing of Nova festival attendees occurred at multiple 
points along Road 232. In two videos recorded by dashboard cameras in cars being driven by assailants on 
the road, large numbers of heavily armed fighters are seen in what appears to be the aftermath of the attack 
on the Nova festival; some of the fighters are travelling in white pickup trucks, others on foot. In the first 
video, at least two bodies are visible alongside the road next to an abandoned car and two vehicles are 
burning.281 In the second, armed men are firing AK-pattern rifles in the direction of a field that civilians used 
to flee the Nova festival site.282 In a third video, a group of armed fighters are seen leading a man in civilian 
clothing off the road and subsequently murdering him, shooting him at close range.283 

 

 
 

These three stills from footage captured on 
dashboard cameras in cars being driven by 
assailants show Road 232 in the aftermath of the 
attack on the Nova festival on 7 October 2023. All 
three show fighters travelling in white pickup 
trucks and burning or burnt vehicles. The second 
(middle) shows fighters firing in the direction of 
people fleeing the Nova festival site.  

 

 
280 Interview in person with Yair Yifrah, 16 May 2024, Mishmar HaEmek, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into English by 
Amnesty International). 
281 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
282 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
283 Video posted by Twist on X on 1 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
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The assailants pursued and killed fleeing festival-goers for several kilometres from the Nova festival site. 
Among those killed while fleeing was 22-year-old German-Israeli tattoo artist Shani Louk, who was attacked 
on the Mefalsim bend, a section of Road 232 that bends around the kibbutz of Mefalsim, some 15km north 
of the Nova festival site, as she was driving in her car with her boyfriend, 30-year-old Orión Hernández 
Radoux, and their friend Keshet Casarotti-Kalfa, aged 21. Her mother told Amnesty International that Shani 
was fatally injured at this location, as confirmed three weeks later when a fragment of her skull was found 
nearby.284 

On 17 May 2024, Rg`mh­r ancx v`r entmc hm ` stmmdk hm mnqsgdqm F`y` ax sgd Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx `mc v`r
returned to Israel, along with the bodies of three hostages, Amit Buskila, Itzhak Gelerenter, and Ron 
Binyamin.285 On 24 May 2024, the bodies of her boyfriend, Orión, and two other men, Hanan Yablonka, 
aged 42, and Michel Nisenbaum, aged 59, all reportedly killed on 7 October 2023 off Road 232, were found 
in Gaza by the Israeli military.286 The body of Keshet Casarotti-Kafla was found on 11 October 2023.287  

Further south along Road 232, a video recorded by a body-worn camera and verified by Amnesty 
International shows a group of fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades equipped with Type 56-1 rifles (some 
with accessories) running along the road and then onto an adjacent gravel track towards a stationary white 
car.288 As they approach the vehicle, they shoot at it repeatedly from different angles, apparently killing one 
person inside the car and another, whose body is seen lying on the ground, next to it. Another person, who 
seems to have fled from the car, is chased by fighters. 

 
284 Interview by voice call with Ricarda Louk, 28 November 2024. 
285 @O+ ®Hrq`dkh `qlx ehmcr anchdr ne 2 gnrs`fdr hm F`y` jhkkdc `s Nbs- 6 ltrhb edrshu`k¯+ 07 L`x 1/13+https://apnews.com/article/israel-
hamas-war-gaza-hostages-shani-louk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac7d: Qdtsdqr+ ®Rg`mh Kntj­r o`qdmsr sg`mjetk sn g`ud ` fq`ud
`esdq gdq ancx v`r qdstqmdc eqnl F`y`¯+ 07 L`x 1/13+https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/europe/parents-german-israeli-woman-
whose-body-found-gaza-thankful-have-grave-2024-05-18 
286 Idvhrg Bgqnmhbkd+ ®HCE qdbnudqr ancx ne Rg`mh Kntj­r anxeqhdmc `mc svn nsgdq gnrs`fdr eqnl F`y` Rsqho¯+ 13 L`x 1/13+
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/idf-recovers-body-of-shani-louks-boyfriend-from-gaza-strip-cuovtlo4  
287 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Jdrgds B`r`qnssh-Kalfa, 21: Pirate-knuhmf o`qsxfndq ¬` a`kk ne khfgs­¯+ 00 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/keshet-casarotti-kalfa-21-pirate-loving-partygoer-was-a-ball-of-light  
288 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 7 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-hostages-shani-louk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac7d
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-hostages-shani-louk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac7d
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/europe/parents-german-israeli-woman-whose-body-found-gaza-thankful-have-grave-2024-05-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/europe/parents-german-israeli-woman-whose-body-found-gaza-thankful-have-grave-2024-05-18/
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/idf-recovers-body-of-shani-louks-boyfriend-from-gaza-strip-cuovtlo4
https://www.timesofisrael.com/keshet-casarotti-kalfa-21-pirate-loving-partygoer-was-a-ball-of-light/
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This still from a video recorded by a body-worn camera shows a group of fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades equipped with Type 56-1 rifles running along 
Road 232 and then onto an adjacent gravel track on 7 October 2023. The video subsequently shows them approaching a stationary white car and shooting at 
it repeatedly from different angles, apparently killing one person inside the car and another, whose body is seen lying on the ground, next to it. 

 

Just a few kilometres south of this location, video footage from a dashboard camera captured the moment 
when the car, which appears to be a civilian vehicle, is shot at by numerous armed fighters along Road 232 
at around 7.39am.289 The footage shows a group of armed fighters ± some on foot, others in vehicles ± who, 
upon spotting the approaching car, open fire directly at its windscreen. They fire at the car at least eight 
times. The video ends as the car crashes into another vehicle and three armed fighters in camouflage-
coloured military-style clothing, one of whom wears an Al-Qassam Brigades headband, approach it from 
both sides. 

In another verified video, recorded on a body-worn camera and verified by Amnesty International, armed 
fighters ± most of them on motorcycles ± approach a red car on a sandy track adjacent to Road 232, in 
which a lifeless body is seated in the front passenger seat.290 A male voice off camera can be heard 
rgntshmf+ ®Kds­r sgqnv gdq nts ¯ Nmd ne sgd ehfgsdqr removes the body of the woman and throws her on the 
ground as the group erupt in cheers. Blood is visible on her car seat.  

Fighters also attacked shelters along Road 232, where civilians had sought refuge after fleeing from the Nova 
festival site. Video footage recorded by a dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty International shows a 
group of armed men ± at least five of them wearing green headbands, commonly associated with the Al-
Qassam Brigades ± firing weapons in close proximity to a roadside shelter at around 7.55am.291 The fighters 
`qd rod`jhmf sn d`bg nsgdq- Nmd hr gd`qc r`xhmf+ ®£ hmrhcd£ hmrhcd¯+ adenqd `m naidbs± likely a grenade ± is 
thrown into the shelter.292 An unarmed man attempts to flee the shelter, but armed fighters shout and open 
fire on him as he runs. One crosses the road, apparently to shoot him at closer range. While the gunfire 
continues, an explosion occurs inside the shelter.293  

In another video, recorded by a dashboard camera near the same shelter and verified by Amnesty 
International, a man who appears to have been abducted is seen jumping out from the back of a white 

 
289 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a moving car and, at the start, displays the date and time ar ®/6-10-
1/12 /6928912¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsgAmnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
290 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
291 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date and tild `r ®1/12-
10-/6 /6944941¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsgAmnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgdshadows visible in it. In the 
same video, tvn ehfgsdqr `qd ad`shmf `m tm`qldc l`m hm bhuhkh`m bknsghmf 'rdd rdbshnm 6-0-0 ®Ad`shmfr `mc nsgdq `atrd¯(- 
292 Translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International. 
293 Injured hostages, including Hersh Goldberg-Onkhm+ vdqd `actbsdc eqnl sghr rgdksdq- Rdd rdbshnm 5-0-1 ®Mnu` edrshu`k rhsd `mc rtqqntmchmf
`qd`r¯- 
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pickup truck around 8.32am.294 As he lands, the vehicle halts and armed fighters immediately open fire on 
him at point-blank range. 

Civilians were also killed in and around another roadside shelter located on a small access route leading to 
Mefalsim from Road 232. In one incident, CCTV shows a man in civilian clothing running towards the main 
gate of Mefalsim around 7.52am.295 He appears to be shot in the upper torso and head and collapses to the 
ground, with large volumes of blood pooling around his head. A few seconds later, at least eight armed 
individuals, some wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands, can be seen approaching the area. Three of 
them, carrying rifles, walk up to the body and fire multiple shots at him at close range. Two fighters also 
appear to fire in the direction of nearby vehicles. In a separate segment recorded by the same camera, 
armed fighters can be seen launching what appears to be a grenade into a shelter by the roadside around 
8.42am.296 After an explosion inside the shelter, one fighter enters the shelter and pulls a person out of it. At 
least one body, partially visible in the corner of the screen, is shot at several times. A fighter then repeatedly 
strikes the body with a rifle. 

Other apparent murders took place near the main gate of Mefalsim. CCTV footage verified by Amnesty 
International shows a woman being dragged along Road 232, near the turn-off to Mefalsim, by one man and 
being followed by another, who appears to be armed, at around 8.04am.297 A white pickup truck carrying 
fighters approaches. As the vehicle nears, the woman appears to break free and attempts to run away. She 
is subsequently shot in the back and is seen collapsing on the road. Video footage recorded by a dashboard 
camera and verified by Amnesty International shows the same scene from the other side of Road 232.298 

According to Israeli media reports, dozens of civilians attending the Nova festival were killed on or near the 
Mefalsim bend on Road 232, including individuals sheltering in the roadside bomb shelter outside the main 
gate of Mefalsim.299 When fighters attempted to enter the kibbutz, members of its emergency response 
squad reportedly engaged them in armed confrontation, preventing their entry and thereby avoiding 
casualties inside the kibbutz itself.300 

Civilians who were trying to escape the attack on the Nova festival were also targeted and shot close to other 
kibbutzim. 

A group of Nova festival attendees attempted to seek refuge in Alumim. Five videos extracted from CCTV 
footage and verified by Amnesty International captured the sequence of events. The first shows the festival-
goers arriving at the entrance of the kibbutz around 7.09am.301 In the second, three armed fighters, the first 
wearing an Al-Qassam Brigades headband and the other wearing Al-Qassam Brigades armbands, run 
towards the entrance, apparently from the other side of the main gate, inside Alumim.302 In the third, the 
same fighters run out of the opening main gate, two of them with their weapons ready to shoot.303 In the 
fourth, festival-goers are fleeing from the entrance and heading in the direction of Road 232, pursued by at 

 
294 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date and tild `r ®1/12-
10-/6 /7921918¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsgAmnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgdshadows visible in it.  
295 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6.0/.1/12 /6941¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdnt with 
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
296 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6.0/.1/12 /7931¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdnt with 
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
297 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
The two videos are from timestamped CCTV footage taken by two different security cameras. The first, at the start, displays the date and 
shld `r ®/6.0/.1/12 /79/3922¯+ vghkd sgd rdbnmc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6-10-1/12 /79/39/6¯- She times are 
consistent with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
298 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date and tild `r ®/6-10-
1/12 /69/0913¯- Gnvdudq+Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs+ `knmf vhsg bqnrr-
referencing with other video evidence, indicated that the camera used to record the footage was set approximately one hour behind the 
actual time of the event. 
299 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited).  
300 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Mefalsim, A Local Story, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/mefalsim/mefalsim (accessed 12 
May 2025). 
301 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /69/8920¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms
with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
302 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /69/8934¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms
with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
303 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /69/7923¯+ vghbg hr aqn`ckx
consistent with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs+ `ksgntfg sgd rdsshmf ne sgd b`ldq`
used to record the footage appears to be set slightly behind the actual time of the event. 

https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/mefalsim/mefalsim
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least one of the fighters.304 In the fifth, a fighter appears to catch one of them, apparently a woman, by her 
hair.305 As she struggles, he shoots her point-blank. A second woman, wearing a white T-shirt, drops to the 
ground as she witnesses the execution, apparently pleading for her life. As the woman is crouching, the 
fighter then fires over her head towards other civilians who are fleeing. He then stands back, waits for several 
seconds and shoots her at close range, sending her rolling backwards onto the ground and thus appearing 
to have murdered her. 

In another video, which was recorded by survivors and aired as part of a media interview with her parents, 
the body of Rachel Silbermann is visible in the back seat of a car, hit by a bullet. According to the parents, 
the video was filmed close to Kissufim. Rachel messaged her parents at 6.51am, saying there were 
explosions at the Nova festival and that she was trying to leave. According to her father, Mikhail Silbermann, 
at around 10am he saw a photograph of his daughter on a Telegram channel, in which she appeared 
slumped in the seat of a car with a bullet wound in her torso. The photograph was shown in the same media 
interview. Her parents said they tried to reach and rescue her but were unable to do so and recovered her 
body three days later.306 

Amnesty International verified several videos showing killings or their aftermath near the entrance to Sderot, 
where at least seven vehicles can be seen scattered along the road with their doors open and engines off. In 
one video, fighters, some with Al-Qassam Brigades headbands, fire at a black car.307 The car attempts to 
drive away but encounters another group of fighters and crashes into another vehicle. The fighters continue 
to fire at close range towards the driver and then break the window, open the door and violently pull out the 
driver, who appears dead. In another video, an armed fighter is seen by a car with an open door, attempting 
to pull the driver out of the car.308 Gd otkkr nts nmkx sgd toodq o`qs ne sgd cqhudq­r ancx adenqd sgd b`q rs`qsr
moving, dragging the body along the road. 

Two videos taken from footage recorded from a vehicle, apparently an ambulance, driving along Road 232 
eqnl sgd chqdbshnm ne Rcdqns snv`qcr Ad­dqh adsvddm 01ol `mc 1ol, show a total of at least 26 cars 
destroyed and abandoned along the road, many with signs of burning, and a total of at least 10 lifeless 
bodies.309  

5.1.8 OFAKIM 
Ofakim, a city of about 35,000 residents,310 is the furthest from Gaza ± some 30km away ± among all the 
locations subjected to a ground attack on 7 October 2023. As elsewhere, the attack started with a barrage of 
rockets around 6.30am, followed by a ground incursion shortly after. The attack focused on a relatively small 
area in the north-west of the city and killed 31 civilians, including five local police officers and two soldiers, 
according to Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.311  

According to an Israeli military investigation into the attack, at 6.45am, ®11 sdqqnqhrsr eqnl G`l`r­ dkhsd
Mtjga` tmhs `qqhudc hm Ne`jhl `mc adf`m ` jhkkhmf roqdd¯-312 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r `m`kxrhr ne uhcdn
evidence shows fighters storming what appears to be a residential house as early as 6.41am.313  

 
304 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /69/894/¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms
with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
305 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®0/-07-1/12 R`s /69/8941¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms
with Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
306 SU Q`hm Mdvrqnnl+ ®¬Hcdmshehdc nmkx ax gdq ehmfdqoqhmsr­± o`qdmsr ne `m Hrq`dkh fhqk jhkkdc `s sgd ltrhb edrshu`k¯+ 1/ Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ekqfi713UQk 
307 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
308 Video posted by Jay in Kyiv on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
309 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video 
posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The two videos 
`qd eqnl shldrs`lodc enns`fd s`jdm ax ` qd`q udghbkd b`ldq`- Sgd ehqrs+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®1/12-10-0/ 01904913¯+
vghkd sgd rdbnmc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®1/12-10-0/ 029/7923¯- Sgd shldr `qd bonsistent with Amnesty International­r
`m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm sgd uhcdnr- Ansg uhcdnr `qd rs`lodc vhsg sgd qdedqdmbd ®628/3/1¯- 
310 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Ofaqim, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=861deaf (accessed 14 
May 2025). 
311 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, 
Ofakim, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/ofakim (accessed 9 May 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and 
Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited).  
312 UHMmdvr+ ®Nm Nbs- 6+ 5// rnkchdqr cdoknxdc Hm Rcdqns+ 5// Hm Ne`jhl+ mnmd hm jhaatsyhl nudqqtm ax sdqqnqhrsr¯+ VhmMdvr+ 8 L`qch 
2025, https://vinnews.com/2025/03/09/on-oct-7-600-soldiers-deployed-in-sderot-600-in-ofakimnone-in-kibbutzim-overrun-by-terrorists  
313 Video posted by Visioner on X on 10 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=861deaf
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/ofakim
https://vinnews.com/2025/03/09/on-oct-7-600-soldiers-deployed-in-sderot-600-in-ofakimnone-in-kibbutzim-overrun-by-terrorists/
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Several residents, including police officers, confronted the attackers, likely preventing more extensive civilian 
bloodshed. The fighting had ended by the following morning, when forces from Yamam (National Counter-
Terrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police) stormed the home of the Edri family, where fighters were holding 
hostage Rachel Edri and David Edri, a couple in their 60s, and using it as a sniping position to kill residents 
in the street outside. Rachel and David were rescued unharmed, while the fighters were killed by Yamam 
forces.314  

Photographs and video footage taken by a witness, who provided them to Amnesty International and 
requested to remain anonymous, show the body of what appears to be a fighter with military equipment ± a 
tactical vest and rifle magazines ± and other objects entmc nm ` ehfgsdq­r ancx+ hmbktchmf `dqh`k ognsnfq`ogr
of Ofakim with marked locations and a legend in Arabic noting the location of several places, including the 
police station and synagogues, which seems to indicate plans to attack civilians.315  

Amnesty International interviewed two survivors: Itamar Ilos, a member of the Ofakim police who participated 
in the battle on 7 October 2023, and Shahar Butzhak, a rabbi who was shot and wounded in his thigh. The 
two survivors met that day when Itamar treated Shahar after he was injured and their testimonies are 
consistent with each other. 

Itamar, a father of three, told Amnesty International he was in an administrative role with the Ofakim police 
and was not on duty on 7 October 2023. He was also trained as a paramedic. When he woke up, he 
intended to go to synagogue with his children. After hearing warning sirens and shooting outside his house, 
he took his personal handgun and went outside in civilian clothing, leaving his family in the safe room. On 
HaGoren Street, he saw two white pickup trucks loaded with military equipment such as RPGs, body armour 
and ammunition. He estimated that about 15 fighters had entered the city in these two trucks. The attack on 
the city was planned, he said, as evident from an aerial photograph of the city found on one of the fighters. 
The photograph had the nald ®Ne`jhl¯ nm hs `mc u`qhntr ok`bdr hm sgd bhsx vdqd l`qjdc+ rtbg `r sgd onkhbd
station and synagogues. He described the fighters as wearing similar green or dark uniform-style clothes 
(which made some residents mistakenly identify them as Israeli soldiers, not imagining the presence of 
Palestinian fighters in military-style clothing in the city), heavy boots, body armour vests loaded with 
grenades, explosive blocks and medical equipment. Itamar described four battles that took place on 
HaGoren, HaTamar, HaKhita and HaKramim streets. The fighting started around 6.30am and was over by 
around 11.45am, but for hours, they were not certain whether they had repelled the attack and kept 
scanning the area for more fighters. At this stage, only the police and other civilian residents of the city were 
defending the city; Israeli military units did not arrive before 2pm. On HaGoren Street, in the first 
neighbourhood under attack, residents did not have safe rooms in their houses and apartments and 
therefore, at the sound of warning sirens, they tried to reach public shelters or shelters in the staircases of 
their apartment buildings. The fighters were waiting for them outside and in the staircases of apartment 
buildings and some entered homes, shooting and killing civilians. Itamar said he saw Shahar Butzhak 
wounded in the street when they were both under fire from fighters and tried to protect him with his own 
body. He managed to drag him into a house, where they confronted a fighter who threw a grenade at them. 
After rgnnshmf sgd ehfgsdq+ Hs`l`q r`hc gd shdc snvdkr `qntmc Rg`g`q­r vntmcdc sghfg- K`sdq+ gd entmc
another Ofakim resident, Denis Kanyazoyk, who had been shot with several bullets, and placed tourniquets 
on him. He later drove Denis to a hospital in the city of Beersheba, some 20km away, ultimately saving his 
life, and drove back to continue defending the city. During the day, he saw the bodies of several people he 
knew lying, shot, in the streets.316  

Shahar Butzhak told Amnesty International that he went out of his house with his handgun shortly after he 
heard the warning sirens and massive shooting. Once on the street, he said he saw three fighters with 
clothes looking like uniforms, including a brown vest, and armed with a Kalashnikov. On his first encounter 
with them, he was shot in the thigh and then hopped and dragged himself to hide behind a bomb shelter. 
According to messages on his phone that he showed Amnesty International, at 7.23am, he alerted others 
that he was wounded. Shortly after, he said he was dragged to a house by Itamar Ilos, who tied a towel 
around his thigh and instructed another civilian in the house to apply pressure to the wound. A paramedic 
arrived and placed a tourniquet on him at 8.44am, writing the time on the tourniquet. Another civilian, 

 
314 A video verified by Amnesty International shows police forces fighting in Ofakim. Video posted by Yorrick de Vries on X on 8 October 
2023 and held on file by Amnesty International- Rdd `krn Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®@knmd `mc ntsftmmdc+ Hrq`dkh onkhbd entfgs G`l`r eqnl gntrd
sn gntrd¯+ 15 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/world/europe/israel-ofakim-police-hamas.html; Jerusalem Post, 
®Aq`udqx hm Ne`jhl9 Sgd bhuhkh`mr+ onkhbd vgn sgv`qsdc G`l`r l`rr`bqd ok`m¯+ 3 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-
conflict/gaza-news/article-771532: UHMmdvr+ ®Nm Nbs- 6+ 5// rnkchdqr cdoknxdc Hm Rcdqns+ 5// Hm Ne`jhl+ mnmd hm jhaatsyhl nudqqtm ax
sdqqnqhrsr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
315 Five photographs and one video provided by the source and held on file by Amnesty International. 
316 Interview in person with Itamar Ilos, 13 April 2024, Ofakim, Israel. See also Israel Hayom,   ,˫˧ˡˬ ˧˪˟ ˧˸˧˧ˢ ˪˟˞ ˟ˣ˵˧ˮô˴˪˵ ˸˥˵˪ ˧˸˪ˣ˩˧
˪˟˥ˬ˩ ˢˢˣˤ˞ ˧ˮ˞˷ ˧˸ˡ˥˲ Z®H bntkc g`ud s`jdm ` J`k`rgmhjnu+ ats H v`r nts ne tmhenql+ H v`r `eq`hc H vntkc ad hcdmshehdc `r ` sdqqnqhrs¯\+ 00
February 2024, https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/15247397 (in Hebrew). 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/26/world/europe/israel-ofakim-police-hamas.html
https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/gaza-news/article-771532
https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/gaza-news/article-771532
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/15247397
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Amitay Ohayon, evacuated him in a car to the Gilat Junction on Road 25, some 6km away, from where he 
was taken by ambulance to Soroka hospital in Beersheba. He said he went through surgery, a long period of 
hospitalization and further treatment, as his thigh bone was shattered and the nerves and muscles were 
badly damaged.317 

Amnesty International documented the aftermath of the killings of Sergey Gradeskul and Victoria Gradeskul, 
two civilians aged 81.318 The video footage provided by a witness (who requested anonymity) shows the 
aftermath of the attack on a house where the two civilians are seen dead, with blood around them, and an 
RPG at the scene.319 Another video verified by Amnesty International and recorded on the camera of an 
assailant shows an armed man passing next to what appears to be the body of Sergey Gradeskul, which is 
lying on the floor and surrounded by blood.320  

Amnesty International also documented the killing of Ariel Biliya, another civilian. He and members of his 
extended family were hiding in the Biliya family house on the morning of 7 October 2023. Amnesty 
International verified CCTV footage, corroborated by witness testimonies, confirming the location.321 The 
footage shows family members escaping through a window onto the roof of the house. Ariel can be seen 
helping others out, but then being shot and collapsing while attempting to climb out himself. A separate 
cqnmd uhcdn udqhehdc ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k rgnvr @qhdk­r ancx kxhmf nm sgd qnne+ vghkd `m Hrq`dkh onkhbd
officer fires towards the house.322  

Itamar Ilos told Amnesty International that he arrived at the house approximately five hours after the killing 
and helped the family ± including a young child and a baby ± descend from the roof of an adjacent house 
where they had taken shelter. He heard thdhq `bbntms ne dudmsr- Gd `krn r`v @qhdk­r ancx+ vghbg v`r rshkk
lying on the roof. Itamar said he himself was in life-threatening danger several times during the day. He 
described the severe trauma he was experiencing due to the number of people known to him who were 
killed, some of whose bodies he saw with his own eyes.323  

Video evidence Amnesty International analysed shows fighters walking along streets in Ofakim carrying 
weapons, speaking Arabic and entering residential homes. Some are dressed in civilian clothing, while 
others are wearing military-style clothing, but without insignia or other indications of affiliation to a specific 
Palestinian armed group. Verified videos show them primarily searching houses and moving along HaKhita 
and HaGoren Streets.324 Gunshots are audible in the background of several recordings.  

Hm nmd ne sgd uhcdnr+ ehkldc hm ` o`rr`fd adghmc G`Jghs` Rsqdds+ sgd `rr`hk`ms ehklhmf r`xr9 ®£ shld sn ehkl---
This is the first one, and this is the second, thrown in the street [referring to the body of a man in civilian 
clothes seen lying in the street surrounded by blood and possibly another body not in the shot]. They are all 
ghchmf hm sgdhq gnldr- Mn nmd b`ld nts-¯ Gd sgdm bnmshmtdr sn enkknv `m `qldc ehfgsdq dpthoodc vhsg ` Sxod
56-1 rifle, while multiple loud gunshots can be heard in the background.325 

In another video, verified by Amnesty International and recorded from a window of a nearby residential 
house, four armed attackers can be seen firing towards the roundabout of HaGoren Street.326 

Two further videos show the bodies of two different people in civilian clothing lying lifeless, with blood around 
their upper bodies, in the streets around HaKhita and HaGoren Streets.327 

 
317 Interview in person with Shahar Butzhak, 3 June 2024, Ofakim, Israel.  
318 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Cq- Uhbsnqh` % Oqne- Rdqfdx Fqdcdrjtk+ 709 @bbk`hldc AFT rbhdmshrsr¯+ 4 L`qbg 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/dr-
victoria-prof-sergey-gredeskul-81-acclaimed-bgu-scientists 
319 Video held on file by Amnesty International. 
320 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International.  
321 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 24 October 2023 and held on file by 
Amnesty International.  
322 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 2 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. See 
`krn Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®@knmd `mc ntsftmmdc+ Hrq`dkh onkhbd entfgs G`l`r eqnl gntrd sn gntrd¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
323 Interview in person with Itamar Ilos, 13 April 2024, Ofakim, Israel. 
324 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
325 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International 
(translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). 
326 Hamas Massacre October 7th 1/12+ ®G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr rgnnshmf hm sgd rsqddsr ne Hrq`dk¯+https://www.hamas-massacre.net/content/hamas-
terrorists-shooting-in-the-streets-of-israel (accessed 12 May 2025). 
327 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/dr-victoria-prof-sergey-gredeskul-81-acclaimed-bgu-scientists
https://www.timesofisrael.com/dr-victoria-prof-sergey-gredeskul-81-acclaimed-bgu-scientists
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/content/hamas-terrorists-shooting-in-the-streets-of-israel
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/content/hamas-terrorists-shooting-in-the-streets-of-israel
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5.1.9 QD­HL 
Qd­hl+ ` jhaatsy knb`sdc `ooqnwhl`sdkx 2jl eqnl sgdperimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to some 
480 residents,328 came under sustained attack on 7 October 2023, apparently due to its proximity to both 
sgd Mnu` ltrhb edrshu`k rhsd `mc sgd md`qax Qd­hl lhkhs`qx a`rd- @bbnqchmf sn `m Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx hmudrshf`shnm+
seven civilian residents, including two migrant workers from Thailand, and 15 members of military and 
security forces that came to fight the assailants were killed in and just outside the kibbutz.329 The figures 
broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.330 A number of festival-goers 
`ssdlosdc sn ghcd hm qn`crhcd anla rgdksdqr md`q Qd­hl+ vgdqd rnld vdqd rtardptdmskx jhkkdc- Rdudq`k
civilians were also shot at and killed on nearby Roads 232 and 234, as they were fleeing the attack on the 
Nova festival.331  

Two Thai men were among those killed in the kibbutz. Another Thai man (name withheld at his request), an 
`fqhbtkstq`k vnqjdq+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s gd `mc rhw nsgdq Sg`h ldm vdqd b`ostqdc hm Qd­hl ax `
group of about 10 armed men wearing military-style clothing showing affiliation to the Al-Qassam Brigades. 
He said they had been playing football together in the early morning and sought refuge in a bunker in the 
kibbutz, where they were captured. Along with an 18-year-old Israeli man from the kibbutz, they were 
ordered out of the bunker, had their hands tied behind their back and were forced at gunpoint towards a 
vehicle. As they approached the vehicle, they were shot at from the bushes by fighters who were speaking 
Arabic and showing signs of affiliation to the Al-Qassam Brigades. The agricultural worker told Amnesty 
International that two of the Thai men were killed, one right in front of him. He and the remaining three Thai 
men and the Israeli man were then forced into the vehicle and taken to Gaza.332  

The Thai men killed were 25-year-old Pongsathorn Khunsri and 35-year-old Kiattisak Patee, who had both 
addm khuhmf `mc vnqjhmf hm `fqhbtkstqd hm Qd­hl-333 Onmfr`sgnqm­r lnsgdq snkc ldch` sg`s gd g`c addm
working on an Israeli farm for a year, hoping to earn more money and build her a new house.334 The family 
of Kiattisak Patee said he had been in Israel for six months, also to send money back to the family.335 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k udqhehdc sgqdd uhcdnr qdbnqcdc ax ` BBSU b`ldq` `s sgd dmsq`mbd sn Qd­hl+ vghbg
document the arrival of Palestinian fighters. In the first video, a black car is seen stopped in front of the gate 
at around 7.54am.336 Seconds later, armed fighters in three white pickup trucks approach and fire in the 
direction of the vehicle. The driver opens the front door, prompting the fighters to shoot again in his 
direction. In the second video, at around 8.02am, fighters are seen taking control of the security checkpoint, 
opening the gate, taking control of the black car, which they start using to move fighters and weapons, and 
continuing further into the kibbutz.337 At least five white pickup trucks are visible in front of the gate and 
numerous fighters enter through the gate in vehicles and on foot. Most are wearing military-style clothing and 
some appear to be wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands. Most of the fighters are armed, mostly with AK-
pattern rifles, machine guns and RPGs. One of them is handling a PG7-VR RPG, designed for armoured 
s`qfdsr- Hm sgd sghqc uhcdn+ `ooqnwhl`sdkx 01 lhmtsdr k`sdq+ `knmf sgd r`ld qn`c trdc sn dmsdq Qd­hl `mc md`q
the Isralaser laser factory, two white pickup trucks are stationary and six armed fighters can be seen 
abducting up to five individuals in civilian clothing.338 

 
328 Hrq`dk+ Bdmsq`k Atqd`t ne Rs`shrshbr+ Bdmrtr C`s` 1/11+ Qd­hl+https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=2fb3a8d (accessed 12 
May 2025). 
329 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Bhuhk cdedmrd rpt`c+ bnor a`sskdc 0// sdqqnqhrsr hm Qd­hl: rnld vdqd gd`cdc sn Mdu`shl @hqa`rd¯+ 0/ @oqil 2025, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civil-defense-squad-cops-battled-100-terrorists-in-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds  
330 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre 
(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-
9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
331 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-6 ®Mnu` edrshu`k¯- 
332 Interviews by video call with Thai agricultural worker (name withheld)+ 5 L`qbg `mc 0 L`x 1/14- Rdd rdbshnm 5-0 ®@actbshnm ne bhuhkh`m
gnrs`fdr¯ enq cds`hkr ne sgdhq `actbshnm- 
333 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Bhuhk cdedmrd rpt`c+ bnor a`sskdc 0// sdqqnqhrsr hm Qd­hl: rnld vdqd gd`cdc sn Mdu`shl @hqa`rd¯+ 0/ @oqhk 1025, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civil-defense-squad-cops-battled-100-terrorists-in-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds  
334 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Onmfr`sgnqm Jgtmrqh+ 149 Sg`h vnqjdq rntfgs sn athkc lnl ` mdv gnld¯+ 17 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pongsathorn-khunsri-25-thai-worker-sought-to-build-mom-a-new-home 
335 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Jh`sshr`j O`sdd+ 249 Sg`h vnqjdq vgnrd ShjSnj rgnvb`rdc e`ql khed¯+ 5 Cdbdladq 1/12+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/kiattisak-patee-35-thai-worker-whose-tiktok-showcased-farm-life  
336 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6-10-1/12 /6943942¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsg
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
337 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6-10-1/12 /79/19/6¯+ vghbg hr bnmrhrsdms vhsg
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs- 
338 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6-10-1/12 /7903931¯, which is consistent with 
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs. 

https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=2fb3a8d
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civil-defense-squad-cops-battled-100-terrorists-in-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civil-defense-squad-cops-battled-100-terrorists-in-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pongsathorn-khunsri-25-thai-worker-sought-to-build-mom-a-new-home/
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Stanislav Sheinkman, aged 40, a member of Yamam (the National Counter-Terrorism Unit of the Israel 
Border Police), v`r qdonqsdckx jhkkdc `s `qntmc 6-4/`l `s sgd Qd­hl f`sd+ g`uhmf addm rdms sn sgd `qd` sn
investigate the attacks.339 Based on the time and location, he is the person in the black car.  

In one case, fighters appeared to spare two young children when killing adults in their vicinity. Daria Karp, 
aged 10, and her brother, Lavie, aged eight, survived when their father, Dvir Karp, and his partner, Stav 
Kimchi, were shot dead in front of their eyes. Assailants reportedly saw them hiding under a blanket but did 
not kill them.340 For three hours, they were left alone until a family friend came to rescue them. Attackers 
qdonqsdckx vqnsd nm sgd v`kk ne sgd qnnl vgdqd sgd bghkcqdm vdqd kdes9 ®@k-P`rr`l cndr mns jhkk bghkcqdm-¯341 
As already seen in this chapter, however, fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades did kill children.  

5.1.10 SDEROT 
Sderot, a city of about 31,000 residents,342 located less than 1km from the perimeter fence surrounding 
Gaza at the closest point, was attacked by dozens of assailants, including fighters from the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, on 7 October 2023. According to an Israeli military investigation, 53 people were killed in the city, 
including two firefighters and 37 other civilians, as well as three soldiers. Two of the soldiers were killed in 
rocket attacks on Sderot in the days following the ground attack. Also among the 53 killed were 11 police 
officers; some were members of the local police, who were killed in an attack on a police station, while others 
were from units from outside the city who arrived later in the day in an attempt to rescue them.343 The 
figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiatives.344 The killings included 
shootings at passing vehicles and the murder of a group of civilians, many of them older people, at a bus 
stop. Additional incidents occurred on major roads surrounding Sderot, where fighters opened fire on 
vehicles attempting to enter or leave the area.345  

 
339 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Rtos- Rs`r Rgdhmjl`m+ 3/9 Bntmsdq-sdqqnq bno v`r e`lhkx­r ¬hqnm l`m­¯+ 7 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/supt-stas-sheinkman-40-counter-terror-cop-was-familys-iron-man  
340 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Reim, Karp Family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/reim/karp (accessed 12 May 2025); 
Xmdsmdvr+ ®¬H cqd`l sg`s dudqxnmd vhkk rdd vg`s H cn sn qdldladq lx e`sgdq­¯+ 18 @oqhk 1/13+
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/hjlkpw6z0  
341 Photograph, available at: Israel Hayom, "˫ ˧ˡ˪˧ ˫˧˥˴ˣ˶ ˞˪ñ  -  ˵˧˦˯˲˧˪˟ ˣ˟˸˩ˣ ˣˠˣˤ ˸˟ˣ ˟˞ˢ ˸˞ ˣ˥˴˶ ˫˧˪˟˥ˬˢ :˫˧˰˶ ˳ˣ˟˧˵˟ ˢ˧ˡˠ˶˦ˣ ˯ˮ Z®Lhq`bkd
`mc sq`fdcx hm Jhaatsy Qd­hl9 Sgd sdqqnqhrsr ltqcdqdc sgd e`sgdq `mc ghr o`qsmdq `mc vqnsd hm khorshbj± ¬Vd cnm­s ltqcdq bghkcqdm­¯\+
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/14685400 (translation from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty International).  
342 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Sederot, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=e83df1b (accessed 14 
May 2025). 
343 Rdd Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®0+/// sqnnor vdqd hm Rcdqns nm Nbs- 6+ vgdm sgdx vdqd tqfdmskx mddcdc dkrdvgdqd+ oqnad ehmcr¯+ 8 @oqhk2025, 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/1000-troops-were-in-sderot-on-oct-7-even-as-no-further-terrorists-invaded-city-probe-finds 
344 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre 
(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-
9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
345 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-6 ®Mnu` edrshu`k¯- 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/supt-stas-sheinkman-40-counter-terror-cop-was-familys-iron-man
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/reim/karp
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/hjlkpw6z0
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/14685400
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=e83df1b
https://www.timesofisrael.com/1000-troops-were-in-sderot-on-oct-7-even-as-no-further-terrorists-invaded-city-probe-finds
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In the early hours of 7 October 2023, shortly after 6.30am, dozens of fighters, some wearing Al-Qassam 
Brigades headbands, entered Sderot, primarily in white pickup trucks. Video analysis shows that as the 
fighters moved through the city, they fired at civilian vehicles. One video verified by Amnesty International 
shows armed fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades firing assault rifles at a black civilian vehicle at 
approximately 6.50am.346 The black car stops suddenly as it exits a roundabout, likely after seeing a white 
pickup truck and armed men approaching it on the other side of the road. Two adults, who were later 
identified by family members as Dolev Swisa and Odaya Swisa, open the front doors of the car and step out 
of it. They then take their two children, identified as Romi Swisa, aged six, and Lia Swisa, aged three, from 
the back seats before fleeing in different directions. The fighters fire in their direction. Dolev Swisa runs with 
Lia away from the car, towards the roundabout, unaware that another pickup truck full of fighters is coming 
from that direction. He is shot and collapses to the ground. According to family members, he died from his 
injuries. 

A second video, recorded on a security camera outside the Sderot police station shortly afterwards, shows 
fighters opening fire on the same black car.347 The footage first shows fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades 
firing at the car from a distance. One of the fighters then approaches the car on foot and appears to shoot 
the driver and front-seat passenger at close range multiple times. According to family members who spoke to 
Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, Odaya Swisa and her two children, Romi and Lia, who 
managed to escape the roundabout attack described above, and Amar Odeh Abu Sabila, a Bedouin citizen 
of Israel and construction worker who had come to assist the family after Dolev Swisa was shot, were inside 

 
346 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®1/12-09-1/ /2947937¯- Gnvdudq+Amnesty 
International­r `m`kxrhr ne rtmqhrd c`s` `mc bqnrr-referencing with witness testimony and other available reporting indicated that the actual 
time was different.  
A video posted by Kan News on YouTube on 12 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International contains an interview with Ofir 
Rvhr`+ Cnkdu­r aqnsgdq+ vgn+ nm ehkl+ rg`qdr uhcdn enns`fd gd snnj ne rnld ne sgd r`ld rbdmd eqnl `mnsgdq `mfkd hmrhcd ghr mdarby home. 
347 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 



 

TARGETING CIVILIANS  
MURDER, HOSTAGE-TAKING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS BY PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA  

Amnesty International 86 

the car.348 Both Odaya and Amar were reportedly killed.349 Footage from the same security camera and 
`cchshnm`k enns`fd eqnl `m Hrq`dkh onkhbd neehbdq­r ancx-worn camera show the two children later being 
rescued from the car by the police officer.350 

The video that recorded the shooting of Odaya and Amar also shows fighters shooting directly at a red car 
passing the scene, causing it to veer off and crash into a waste container on the side of the road.351  

Shooting at civilians and passing vehicles on various roads in central Sderot was documented in at least four 
additional videos verified by Amnesty International.352 In CCTV footage recorded on Menachem Begin Road, 
at least seven armed fighters ± most wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands ± are seen walking down the 
street around 7.07am, attempting to forcibly enter buildings along the way.353 The group appears to target an 
approaching vehicle and fires an RPG in its direction. At 7.10am, the driver, who appears to have survived 
the initial explosion, restarts the vehicle, which moves briefly along the road. Armed fighters then return and 
open fire on the car. The driver is subsequently killed. Some 30 seconds later, a motorcyclist is seen 
approaching the area. He is shot and killed by the same group of armed fighters. He was later identified by 
family members as Avi Megira. According to their account, Avi and a friend had planned to travel to the 
Dead Sea that morning and left home at approximately 6.20am. Around 10 minutes later, as they 
encountered other drivers, a siren warning of incoming fire reportedly sounded, prompting the group to take 
shelter. Avi is said to have left the shelter at around 7.07am to return home.354  

 

 
 

These thrree stills from CCTV footage taken on 
three different cameras show the scenes of three 
lethal attacks on civilians in Sderot on 7 October 
2023. The first still (top) shows the scene of the 
killing of Dolev Swisa. Armed fighters in the white 
pickup truck in the foreground fired at the black 
civilian vehicle in which he was travelling with his 
family at approximately 6.50am. Other fighters in 
the white pickup truck in the background opened 
fire on him as he attempted to flee with one of his 
children. The second still (middle) shows fighters 
from the Al-Qassam Brigades outside the Sderot 
police station firing on the same black car. One of 
them then approached the car on foot and shot 
Odaya Swisa, the wife of Dolev Swisa, and Amar 

 
348 Video posted by Kan News on YouTube on 12 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
349 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Amer Abu Sabila Odeh, https://oct7map.com/AmerAbuSabilaOdeh 
(accessed 12 May 2025); Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Sderot, The Swissa Family, 
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/swissa '`bbdrrdc 01 L`x 1/14(- Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Nc`x` `mc Cnkdu Rvhrr`+ 22 % 239 Ltqcdqdc hm
eqnms ne sgdhq c`tfgsdqr¯+ 2/ Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.timesofisrael.com/odaya-and-dolev-swissa-33-34-murdered-in-front-of-their-
daughters  

350 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
351 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
352 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; two 
videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 30 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International; video 
posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
353 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 30 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®1/12-10-/7 /6-/6-3/¯- 
354 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Sderot, Avi Megira, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/avimagira (accessed 14 May 
1/14(- Rdd `krn AEL SU mdvr qdonqs ne 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+ `u`hk`akd9 `s AEL SU+ ®Cdr rbĂmdr cd ftdqqd rntr kdr xdtw cdr bhuhkr¯ Z®V`q
rbdmdr adenqd sgd dxdr ne bhuhkh`mr¯\+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.tiktok.com/@morandiniblog/video/7287991704525851936 (in French). 

https://oct7map.com/AmerAbuSabilaOdeh
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/swissa
https://www.timesofisrael.com/odaya-and-dolev-swissa-33-34-murdered-in-front-of-their-daughters
https://www.timesofisrael.com/odaya-and-dolev-swissa-33-34-murdered-in-front-of-their-daughters
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/avimagira
https://www.tiktok.com/@morandiniblog/video/7287991704525851936
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Odeh Abu Sabila, a Bedouin citizen of Israel and 
construction worker who had come to assist the 
family. The third still (bottom) shows fighters, most 
wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands, firing at 
a motorcycle on Menachem Begin Road, killing its 
driver, Avi Megira.  

 

 

Older people who were caught along Menachem Begin Road that morning were not spared. Among those 
killed were a group of 13 civilians, most of them retirees from nearby areas, who were gunned down at and 
around a bus stop in the early morning, while they were starting a day trip to the Dead Sea. Upon reaching 
Sderot at about 6.15am, the driver of the minibus in which they were travelling stopped the minibus and 
discovered punctures in two wheels next to a bus stop in the east of the town, just north of the industrial 
zone. When the air raid alert warning of incoming rockets sounded, the 15 passengers tried to take cover in 
a bomb shelter attached to the bus stop, but the doors of the bomb shelter, which were supposed to be 
automatically unlocked by the air raid alert system, failed to open and the travellers were unable to enter. 
Shortly after, assailants arrived at the scene and shot at the travellers, who were standing by the shelter, 
murdering 13 of them.355  

Videos and images shared by media outlets and verified by Amnesty International show the aftermath of the 
killings, with at least six bodies visible on the ground, covered in blood.356 The minibus driver, Sharif Abu 
S`g`+ snkc ldch`9 ®Sgdx rgns sgdl `kk `mc cd`c-checked them. I hid with someone else [a passenger] 
adghmc sgd rgdksdq+ sgdx rgns gdq- H oqdsdmcdc sn ad cd`c+ H chcm­s lnud-¯357  

 
355 J`m+ J`m 6-0/ 25/ Chfhs`k Ldlnqh`k Oqnidbs+ Rcdqns+ Sgd Sq`udkdqr­ Lhmhatr+https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/minibus (accessed 
01 L`x 1/14(: Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®G`l`r kd`udr sq`hk ne sdqqnq hm Hrq`dk¯+ 0/ Nbsnadq 1/12 'toc`sdc 07 Nbsnadq 1/12(+ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-hamas-deaths-killings.html; Xmdsmdvr+ ®Mn vd`onmr+ knbjdc
rgdksdqr+ `mc sgd odmrhnmdqr­ l`rr`bqd9 Sgd rdbtqhsx f`or ne Nbsnadq 6 hm Rcdqns¯+ 18 I`mt`qx 1/14+
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/hjglzmduyx: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®X``jnu Lnqsnu+ 559 Qtrrh`m hllhfq`ms vgn vnqjdc `r `m dmfhmddq
ltqcdqdc ax G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr `s ` atr rsno hm Rcdqns nm Nbsnadq 6¯+ 1/ @tftrs 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/yaakov-mortov-66-
russian-immigrant-who-worked-as-an-engineer 
356 Xmdsmdvr+ ®G`l`r v`q bqhldr9 @m dkcdqkx fqnto ftmmdc cnvm `s ` atr rsno¯+ 06 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/b1f2eqo11p: J`m+ J`m 6-0/ 25/ Chfhs`k Ldlnqh`k Oqnidbs+ Rcdqns+ Sgd Sq`udkdqr­ Lhmhatr
(previously cited); three photographs posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on file by 
Amnesty International. 
157 J`m+ J`m 6-0/ 25/ Chfhs`k Ldlnqh`k Oqnidbs+ Rcdqns+ Sgd Sq`udkdqr­ Lhmhatr 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 

https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/minibus
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-war-hamas-deaths-killings.html
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/hjglzmduyx
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yaakov-mortov-66-russian-immigrant-who-worked-as-an-engineer/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yaakov-mortov-66-russian-immigrant-who-worked-as-an-engineer/
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/b1f2eqo11p
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This photograph shows the bodies of some of the 13 civilians who were killed in an attack on a bus stop in Sderot on 7 October 2023. The bodies lie covered 
with blankets. © Baz Ratner / AFP via Getty Images. 

5.1.11 SUFA 
Sufa, a kibbutz located around 3km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to some 210 
residents,358 was attacked by assailants, including fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades, on 7 October 2023. 
They killed three civilians, including two emergency squad members in the kibbutz, according to Israeli civil 
society documentation initiatives.359  

Amnesty International verified 10 videos reportedly recovered from the body of a killed fighter that provide a 
visual timeline of the attack on Sufa. Fighters are seen leaving Gaza at dawn, breaching and crossing the 
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, entering the kibbutz and, once inside, opening fire at passing cars, 
homes and even an ambulance. In the first verified video, recorded around sunrise, at approximately 
6.38am, a fighter is mounting a camera on his body while seated on the back of a motorcycle driven by a 
fighter from the Al-Qassam Brigades.360 The driver is wearing a green headband bearing the insignia of the 
Al-Qassam Brigades and they are both visibly carrying weapons, including an RPG. They are filmed driving 
through Gaza in the direction of southern Israel. As they approach a section of the fence already breached 
north of Sufa, they join a larger group of fighters ± some on foot, others also on motorcycles ± several of 
whom are also wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands. Background audio includes the sound of 
transmission radios, indicating coordination among the fighters as they move toward Israeli territory.  

In the second video, the same two fighters approach the outskirts of Sufa alongside a larger group of armed 
fighters, many visibly from the Al-Qassam Brigades.361 One fighter from the Al-Qassam Brigades riding 
ahead on a motorcycle fires toward residential homes as they advance. The group later encounters other 
armed fighters, many with Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr­ hmrhfmh`+ who appear to have arrived on two pickup trucks.  

 
358 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Sufa, https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=35baa73 (accessed 14 May 
2025). 
359 October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, 
Kfar Aza, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfar-aza (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and 
Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
360 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
Amnesty International deduced the approximate time based on its analysis of the position of the sun, sunrise data and the positioning and 
size of the shadows visible in the video. 
361 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=35baa73
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The third and fourth videos show fighters, some wearing Al-Qassam Brigades headbands, capturing the 
guardroom adjacent to the main gate of Sufa and later opening the gate.362 They fire multiple shots in the 
direction of a car approaching the gate. The fifth, sixth and seventh videos show the same two fighters 
moving through the kibbutz, firing multiple times at residential homes.363 The eighth captures them shooting 
the tyre of a parked ambulance stationed within the kibbutz, rendering it immobile.364 In the ninth, the 
fighters are seen entering a home in what appears to be a search for civilians and firing inside, including 
towards upper floors and roofs.365 The 10th video ends abruptly as one of the fighters is shot while moving 
through a residential yard.366  

5.1.12 ZIKIM BEACH 
Zikim beach, a popular destination for fishing and other recreational activities located around 3km north of 
Gaza, was attacked by fighters who arrived by sea on 7 October 2023. Some 32 civilians who were on the 
beach ± some who had spent the night there and others who had arrived earlier that morning ± took refuge 
in a public toilet and a bomb shelter, along with other places on and near the beach. When these places 
were attacked by fighters, a total of 17 civilians were killed, including seven out of the eight sheltering in the 
public toilet and seven out of the 12 sheltering in the bomb shelter, according to an Israeli military 
investigation; one soldier was also killed.367 The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society 
documentation initiatives.368 

A total of 18 fighters reached Zikim beach from Gaza on five small rubber boats, while the Israeli navy 
reportedly intercepted two other boats at sea and prevented them from reaching the shore, killing 20 of the 
38 Palestinian assailants who had set off from Gaza by boat. According to an Israeli military investigation into 
the attack, 10 of the 18 Palestinian assailants who managed to reach the Israeli shore headed to Zikim 
beach, while three headed to the shooting ranges of the nearby Zikim military training base, three towards a 
onvdq rs`shnm hm sgd bhsx ne @rgjdknm sn sgd mnqsg `mc svn snv`qcr sgd Hrq`dkh m`ux­r Dqdy q`c`q a`rd md`q
Zikim. Some of the assailants also attempted to attack the nearby kibbutz of Zikim, but were prevented from 
entering by its emergency response squad, who, having been informed of the attack on Zikim beach, 
cdoknxdc `knmf sgd jhaatsy­r edmbd `mc l`m`fdc sn ehfgs nee sgd hmbnlhmf `rr`hk`msr-369  

Amnesty International verified 10 videos showing different stages of the attacks on Zikim beach and nearby 
localities. The earliest of these, which bears the logo of the Al-Qassam Brigades, shows the destruction of an 
Israeli surveillance tower adjacent to the Zikim military base.370 

A video, recorded by assailants, shows eight men, some armed, boarding a boat, presumably in Gaza.371 A 
subsequent segment of the same video shows two boats in the open waters. Footage from a security camera 
verified by Amnesty International shows five assailants arriving by boat at 6.45am in the central area of Zikim 
beach, close to the bath facilities, public toilets, gazebos and parking lot.372 

Among those killed was Or Taasa, a 17-year-old boy whose father was killed the same morning in an attack 
on the family home in Netiv HaAsara that also gravely injured two of his brothers.373 His mother, Sabine 
Taasa, told Amnesty International that Or was killed while sheltering in the public toilet at Zikim beach, some 
9km away from the moshav.374  

 
362 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
363 Three videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
364 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
365 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
366 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
367 See Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Hm ¬l`rrhud e`hktqd+­ sqnnor `a`mcnmdc bhuhkh`mr `s Yhjhl Ad`bg nm Nbs- 6+ HCE oqnad ehmcr¯+ 3 L`x 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-massive-failure-troops-abandoned-civilians-at-zikim-beach-on-oct-7-idf-probe-finds 
368 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre 
(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-
9.10.2023 (previously cited). 
369 G``qdsy+ ®Yhjhl oqnad9 HCE sqnnor chcm­s bnmeqnms sdqqnqhrsr+ e`hkdc sn oqnsdbs bhuhkh`mr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: 
Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Hm ¬l`rrhud e`hktqd+­ sqnnor `a`mcnmdc bhuhkh`mr `s Yhjhl Ad`bg nm Nbs- 6+ HCE oqnad ehmcr¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsed); Kan, Kan 
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikim, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/zikim/zikim (accessed 9 May 2025); KibbutzVisit, Kibbutz 
Zikim, Overview, https://www.kibbutzvisit.com/listing/kibbutz-zikim (accessed 9 May 2025). 
370 Video bearing the logo of the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr `mc sgd c`sd ne 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+ `u`hk`akd `s9 V`q Lnmhsnq+ W onrs9 ®G`l`r otakhrgdr
enns`fd ne sgdhq sqnnor ehqhmf qnbjdsr `mc dmsdqhmf sgd rdsskdldmsr mnqsg ne sgd F`y` rsqho xdrsdqc`x¯+ 7 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://x.com/WarMonitors/status/1711038340005298653  
371 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades, posted by Warfare Analysis on X on 11 June 2024 and held on 
file by Amnesty International. 
372 Video posted by South First Responders to its Telegram channel on 4 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
373 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-5 ®Mdshu G`@r`q`¯- 
374 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-massive-failure-troops-abandoned-civilians-at-zikim-beach-on-oct-7-idf-probe-finds/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/zikim/zikim
https://www.kibbutzvisit.com/listing/kibbutz-zikim
https://x.com/WarMonitors/status/1711038340005298653
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Or had left home earlier in the day, before the attack started, to spend the day at the beach with his friends. 
When Sabine managed to reach him by phone, he told her that he and his friends were sheltering in the 
public toilet, under attack by Palestinian fighters, and that two soldiers were trying to keep the fighters out. In 
a media interview, Sabine described her family ordeal in detail, including the conversation she had with Or 
only minutes before he was killed:  

®H b`m gd`q hm ghr unhbd gnv ltbg gd v`r `eq`hc `mc sdqqhehdc `mc `knmd- @mc gd r`hc sn ld+ ¬L`l`+ H­l gdqd hm
Yhjhl- Cnm­s vnqqx ­£ Gd chcm­s ehmhrg ghr vnqcr `mc rtccdmkx H gd`qc s`-ta-s`£ Z` knmf atqrs ne ftmehqd\ @mc H
r`hc+ ¬Nq+ okd`rd khd nm sgd eknnq ­ ZGd qdokhdc\ ¬L`l`+ H ltrs fn- Cnm­s vnqqx Cnm­s vnqqx H oqnlhrd xnt H­kk s`jd
b`qd ne lxrdke­£ Tmenqstm`sdkx+ ehud lhmtsdr `esdq sgd b`kk gd v`r ltqcdqdc+ vhsg rhw atkkdsr rsq`hfgs sn ghr
gd`c£ Mn nmd rtquhudc± only one person ± and this person is sgd odqrnm vgn snkc ld vg`s g`oodmdc `esdq£
Nq ehkldc dudqxsghmf tmshk gd v`r ltqcdqdc-¯375  

Amnesty International verified five videos related to the killings in the public toilet of Zikim beach that 
bnqqnanq`sd R`ahmd­r `bbntms- One of the videos, recorded by a victim prior to the entry of fighters, shows 
five people hiding inside the public toilet while multiple gunshots can be heard outside.376 An armed Israeli 
soldier is visible at the door, apparently attempting to protect them from the approaching fighters. In the 
uhcdn+ nmd ne sgd hmchuhct`kr ghchmf hm sgd snhkds b`m ad gd`qc r`xhmf9 ®Ng lx G`l`r an`s `qqhudc gdqd-¯ 

Three additional videos show the aftermath of the killing. One, recorded using a camera apparently worn on 
the body of an assailant, shows the bodies of three people inside the public toilet.377 Another video, in which 
Israeli soldiers are partially visible, indicating they had taken control of the area by that time, shows the 
lifeless bodies of five people, with blood near their heads and upper and lower limbs.378 The body of a fighter 
is also visible in front of the public toilet, next to a 30-round 7.62x39mm magazine, likely from an AK-pattern 
rifle. 

@mnsgdq uhcdn+ qdbnqcdc `esdq sgd qdlnu`k ne sgd uhbshl­r anchdr+shows cnydmr ne l`qjr nm sgd snhkds­r cnnqr
and walls, likely from the impact of bullets.379 

   

  
These three stills from a video show dozens of marks on the doors and walls of a public toilet on Zikim beach, likely from the impact of bullets. The video 
was recorded after the removal of the bodies of seven civilians killed by fighters on 7 October 2023 as they were sheltering in the toilet. 

 

As mentioned, seven of the civilians were killed inside a bomb shelter on the beach where 12 civilians had 
taken refuge when the rocket red alert sounded.  

According to a recorded call published by Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, those hiding in 
sgd rgdksdq b`kkdc sgd ehqd cdo`qsldms+ `rjhmf enq gdko- Ftmrgnsr `qd `tchakd hm sgd a`bjfqntmc- ®Gtqqx+

 
375 Idvhrg Mdvr+ ®H knrs dudqxsghmf9 Hrq`dkh lnsgdq sdkkr gdq Nbsnadq 6sg rsnqx± R`ahmd S``r` etkk hmsdquhdv¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
376 Video posted by Gal Shalev on X on 7 October 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
377 Video posted by Warfare Analysis on X on 11 June 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
378 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 4 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
379 Video posted by Zvi Gluck on X on 28 November 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
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bnld qdrbtd tr- E`rs- Pthbjkx vd `qd hm sgd rgdksdq+ sdqqnqhrsr rgnns `s tr+ sgdqd `qd l`mx jhkkdc+ pthbjkx+¯
said one of the callers.380  

Amnesty International verified a video, captured by the first responders who recovered the bodies a week 
k`sdq+ vghbg rgnvr sgd hlo`bs ne ltkshokd vd`onmr nm sgd anla rgdksdq­r rsqtbstqd-381 

A survivor, 27-year-old Oshri Tuito, told media that he had travelled from his home in Sderot to Zikim beach 
to fish, as he often did, but that he had barely managed to get his equipment out of the car when the attack 
started. He said he ran to the bomb shelter, which was then attacked by the assailants with grenades and 
machine gun fire. Oshri raised his hands to shield himself and was hit by a bullet that went through his arm, 
into his eye socket, down his oesophagus and into his stomach. Against all odds, he survived.382 

As well as targeting the civilians who were sheltering on and near the beach, the assailants also pursued and 
tried to kill those fleeing. Two other survivors recounted on social media how they and 19 of their co-workers 
had slept on the beach after partying there the previous night and were woken up by the attack. They said 
they fled, but as they drove away, they were ambushed by assailants who shot at their cars.383 Two of them 
sustained non-fatal bullet wounds and managed to escape with 18 of their friends, whereas one ± 30-year-
old singer Mor Gabay, who had left the beach earlier ± was killed on her way home.384 

5.2 INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET AND MORTAR FIRE 
On and following 7 October 2023, the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups based in 
Gaza fired thousands of unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated 
areas in Israel, as well as Israeli forces inside Gaza. The attacks had killed 15 civilians in Israel by the end of 
2023. Amnesty International has concluded that these attacks were unlawful, amounting either to direct 
attacks on civilians and civilian objects or indiscriminate attacks. 

The rocket attacks also damaged homes and other civilian buildings in both Israel and the OPT and 
contributed to the displacement of Israelis from their homes in southern Israel. 

On 7 October 2023, the Al-Qassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups launched some 3,000-
5,000 unguided rockets and mortars towards populated areas in Israel.385 This was a barrage of 
unprecedented intensity in the context of repeated such attacks since 2001.386 Some 2,200 rockets and 
mortars were fired in the first four hours, according to the Israeli military.387 As documented above, 
thousands of fighters used the cover of the barrage, which started just before 6.30am, to break through the 
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and cross into Israel.  

 
380 Audio recording, available at: Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikim Beach, The Shelter (previously cited). 
381 Video, available at: Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikim Beach, The Shelter (previously cited). 
382 Sgd Idvhrg @fdmbx enq Hrq`dk+ ®Rtquhuhmf @f`hmrs `kk Nccr¯+ 06 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.jewishagency.org/surviving-against-all-odds  
383 Hrq`dk hm sgd TR@+ E`bdannj onrs9 ®Sghr hr @gh`c­r rsnqx¯+ 13 Nbsnadq 1/13+https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1070888264409529; 
Knr @mfdkdr C`hkx Mdvr+ ®G`l`r `ss`bj rtquhunq rg`qdr ghr rsnqx `s ldlnqh`k enq Idvhrg l`m vgn chdc `esdq oqnsdrs¯+ 01 Mnudlaer 2024, 
https://www.dailynews.com/2023/11/12/hamas-attack-survivor-shares-his-story-at-memorial-for-slain-jewish-protester  
384 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Lnq F`a`x+ 2/9 Rhmfdq-rnmfvqhsdq vgnrd kxqhbr g`ud khudc nm¯+ 07 Edaqt`qx 1/13+https://www.timesofisrael.com/mor-
gabay-30-singer-songwriter-whose-lyrics-have-lived-on  
385 Different numbers are quoted by different sources, mostly varying from 3,000 to 5,000. The Israeli military gave a figure of over 3,000 
rockets. IDF, 7.10 The Inquiries, https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/7-10-the-inquiries (accessed on 9 May 2025). Mohammed Deif, the then 
leader of the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr+ r`hc sgdx g`c k`tmbgdc lnqd sg`m 4+/// qnbjdsr- Eq`mbd 13+ ®G`l`r lhkhs`qx kd`cdq `mmntmbdr sgd
adfhmmhmf ne ` mdv nodq`shnm `f`hmrs Hrq`dk¯+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231007-hamas-military-leader-
announces-the-beginning-of-a-new-operation-against-israel  
386 Rdd rdbshnm 2-0 ®Rhst`shnm adenqd 6 Nbsnadq 1/12¯- 
387 Hrq`dkh @hq Enqbd+ W Onrs9 ®Sghr lnqmhmf+ `ooqnwhl`sdkx 1+1// qnbjdsr vdqd k`tmbgdc eqnl sgd F`y` Rsqho hmsn Hrq`dkh sdqqhsnqx¯+ 6 Nbsnadq
2023, https://x.com/iafsite/status/1710596920631050655 

https://www.jewishagency.org/surviving-against-all-odds
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1070888264409529
https://www.dailynews.com/2023/11/12/hamas-attack-survivor-shares-his-story-at-memorial-for-slain-jewish-protester/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mor-gabay-30-singer-songwriter-whose-lyrics-have-lived-on/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mor-gabay-30-singer-songwriter-whose-lyrics-have-lived-on/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/7-10-the-inquiries/
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231007-hamas-military-leader-announces-the-beginning-of-a-new-operation-against-israel
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231007-hamas-military-leader-announces-the-beginning-of-a-new-operation-against-israel
https://x.com/iafsite/status/1710596920631050655?s=46&t=DGTQwT1tUPURV_zFC7MgkA
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This still from a video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades shows rocket fire and a paraglider in the sky over Gaza at the start of 
the Hamas-led attacks on southern Israel on 7 October 2023.  

The rocket attacks killed at least 10 civilians on 7 October 2023. The death toll would have been much 
ghfgdq vdqd hs mns enq Hrq`dk­r `hq q`hc v`qmhmf rxrsdlr `mc otakhb `mc oqhu`sd rgdksdqr. Seven of those killed 
were Bedouin citizens of Israel living in the Negev/Naqab region of southern Israel in communities which 
lack air raid warning systems and bomb shelters and have poor access to emergency medical services.388 
Six of them were children aged between five and 15. Mai Abu Sabah, aged 13, as well as her grandmother 
Fayza Abu Sabah, aged 57,389 and four children from the Al-Jq`­`m e`lhkx± brothers Malik Ibrahim Al-Jq`­`m
and Jawad Ibrahim Al-Jq`­`m+ `fdc 03 `mc 04+ `mc sgdhq bntrhmr @lhm @j`k @k-Jq`­`m+ `fdc 00+ `mc
Mahmoud Diab Al-Jq`­`m+ `fdc 01± were killed when rockets landed on or near their homes in Al-A`­`s+ `m
tmqdbnfmhydc Adcnthm uhkk`fd- X`y`m Y`j`qh` @at Itl`­`+ `fdc ehud+ v`r jhkkdc ax ` qnbjds vghbg rsqtbj sgd
fqntmc mdws sn ghr gnld hm @q­`q`+ ` Adcnthm snvm knb`sdc etqsgdq rntsg-390  

Another rocket killed three members of the same Jewish Israeli family, including one child, in the city of 
Netivot: Refael Meir Maskalchi, aged 12, his father, Netanel Maskalchi, aged 36, and his grandfather, Refael 
Fahimi, aged 63.391 

Palestinian armed groups continued to launch rockets into Israel at regular intervals, though at a gradually 
diminishing pace, `oo`qdmskx `r ` qdrtks ne Hrq`dk­r needmrhud nm F`y`+ vghbg fqdv hm rb`kd `mc rbnod-
According to the Israeli military, between 7 October 2023 and May 2024, some 12,500 rockets and mortars 
were fired into Israel from Gaza.392 Media reports indicated that rockets had killed another five civilians in 
Israel by the end of 2023, bringing the total to 15 civilians since 7 October 2023.393 There were no reports of 
deaths in Israel by rocket fire in 2024 or 2025. 

 
388 Rdd MOQ+ ®Nmd bnlltmhsx hm Hrq`dk chcm­s g`ud `bbdrr sn qnbjds rgdksdqr- Sgdx r`x hs­r addm cd`ckx¯+ 3 L`x 1/13+
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/04/1249166899/one-community-in-israel-didnt-have-access-to-rocket-shelters-they-say-its-been-d; NBC 
Mdvr+ ®Mn anla rgdksdqr+ mn rhqdmr+ mn Hqnm Cnld9 Hrq`dk­r knmf-mdfkdbsdc @q`a Adcnthmr¯+ 03 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/arabs-living-israels-negev-desert-are-sitting-ducks-hamas-rcna120168: *861 L`f`yhmd+ ®Qddkhmf
eqnl Nbsnadq 6+ Adcnthm bhshydmr rsqtffkd sn l`jd sgdhq knrrdr jmnvm¯+ 5 Cdbdladq 1/12+https://www.972mag.com/bedouin-citizens-
negev-october-7  
389 Sgd qnbjds rsqhjd `krn hmitqdc E`xy`­r 2/-year-nkc rnm+ @cdk @at R`a`g- Enqv`qc+ ®¬Xnt eddk hmuhrhakd­9 Hrq`dkh Adcnthmr ed`q qnbjdsr `mc
`o`sgx¯+ 08 Nbsnadq 1/14+https://forward.com/news/565822/bedouin-villages-israel-iron-dome 
390 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®X`y`m @at I`l``+ 49 Adcnthm e`lhkx­r nmkx rnm rk`hm ax qnbjds¯+ 1/ Edaqt`qx 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yazan-abu-jama-5-bedouin-familys-only-son-slain-by-rocket; 
@EO+ ®Gnv l`mx bghkcqdm vdqd jhkkdc hm G`l`r­r Nbsnadq 6 `ss`bj¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: @O+ ®Lhcckd D`rs k`sdrs9 O`kdrshmh`m lhkitants in Gaza 
ehqd qnbjdsr hmsn Hrq`dk `r hs l`qjr Nbs- 6¯+ 7 Nbsnadq 1/13+https://apnews.com/article/israel-hezbollah-hamas-latest-mideast-7-october-
2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52  
391 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Qde`dk E`ghlh+ 52+ Mds`mdk L`rj`kbgh+ 25+ `mc Qde`dk L`rj`kbgh+ 01¯+ 8 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/refael-fahimi-63-netanel-maskalchi-36-and-refael-maskalchi-12 
392 Hrq`dk+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 V`q hm sgd Rntsg± G`l`r­ @ss`bj nm Hrq`dk¯+ 15 L`x 1/13+
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023  
393 Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®G`l`r `mc nsgdq lhkhs`ms fqntor `qd ehqhmf qnbjdsr hmsn Hrq`dk dudqx c`x¯+ 16 Cdbdladq 1/12+
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-gaza-rockets.html 

https://www.npr.org/2024/05/04/1249166899/one-community-in-israel-didnt-have-access-to-rocket-shelters-they-say-its-been-d
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/arabs-living-israels-negev-desert-are-sitting-ducks-hamas-rcna120168
https://www.972mag.com/bedouin-citizens-negev-october-7/
https://www.972mag.com/bedouin-citizens-negev-october-7/
https://forward.com/news/565822/bedouin-villages-israel-iron-dome/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yazan-abu-jama-5-bedouin-familys-only-son-slain-by-rocket
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hezbollah-hamas-latest-mideast-7-october-2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hezbollah-hamas-latest-mideast-7-october-2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52
https://www.timesofisrael.com/refael-fahimi-63-netanel-maskalchi-36-and-refael-maskalchi-12
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-gaza-rockets.html
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On 7 October 2024, as mourners throughout Israel commemorated the one-year anniversary of the attacks 
of 7 October 2023, the Palestinian armed groups responsible for them fired a barrage of indiscriminate 
rockets into Israel.394 Reports of sporadic rocket fire continued into 2025.395  

The groups which have most frequently claimed responsibility for launching rockets are the Al-Qassam 
Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad.396  

Most of the rockets fired from Gaza into Israel, both before and after 7 October 2023, were either intercepted 
ax Hrq`dk­r Hqnm Cnld `msh-missile system or landed in empty areas or in the sea, without causing human 
casualties or material damage. In some rare cases, rockets struck military facilities, including a rocket 
launched on 7 October 2023, which reportedly landed inside the Sdot Micha military base, believed to host 
l`mx ne sgd bntmsqx­r mtbkd`q-capable missiles.397  

Hamas has claimed that the rockets fired into Israel are aimed at military targets and that civilian casualties 
are unintended collateral damage.398 However, the fact is that the rockets cannot be pinpointed at specific 
targets and the casualties from these rocket attacks have overwhelmingly been civilians.  

5.3 KILLING OF HOSTAGES IN GAZA 
The Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, have repeatedly threatened to kill the Israeli hostages they have been holding 
since 7 October 2023 in retaliation for Israeli actions and to prevent rescue operations by the Israeli military. 
Amnesty International has concluded that at least six hostages were killed by the Al-Qassam Brigades.  

On 9 October 2023, Abu Obaida, the spokesperson of the Al-Qassam Brigades, announced:  

®@r ne sghr gntq+ vd cdbk`qd sg`s `mx s`qfdshmf ne ldladqr ne ntq odnokd vgn `qd r`ed hm sgdhq gnldr vhsgnts
oqhnq v`qmhmf vhkk ad lds vhsg sgd dwdbtshnm ne nmd ne sgd dmdlx­r bhuhkh`m gnrs`fdr- Vd vhkk ad enqbdc sn
broadcast this in audio and video-¯399  

On the same day, Abu Hamza, the spokesperson of the Al-Quds Brigades, said that, if Israel continued to 
target and kill bhuhkh`mr hm F`y`+ ®sgd e`sd ne xntq rnkchdqr `mc oqhrnmdqr Zqdedqqhmf sn gnrs`fdr gdkc ax sgd @k-
Ptcr Aqhf`cdr\ vhkk ad `r tmjmnvm `r sgd e`sd ne Qnm @q`c lnqd sg`m 3/ xd`qr `fn¯+ qdedqqhmf sn `m Hrq`dkh
air force officer who was captured in Lebanon in 1986 and is believed to have died in captivity there, 
although his remains have never been returned.400 

Arbel Yehoud, who was taken hostage from her home in Nir Oz on 7 October 2023 and held hostage in Gaza 
for 482 days until her release in January 2025 in a hostages-prisoners exchange, snkc ldch` sg`s ®gdq
Palestinian Islamic Jihad captors made it clear to her that they would kill her if the IDF discovered their 
knb`shnm `mc b`ld sn qdrbtd gdq¯-401 She said that her worst night in Gaza was on 12 February 2024, when 
Israeli troops carried out an operation to rescue hostages Louis Har and Fernando Marman in the city of 

 
394 @k I`yddq`+ ®Uhcdn9 G`l`r ehqdr ne qnbjdsr `s Sdk @uhu nm Nbsnadq 6 `mmhudqr`qx¯+ 6 Nbsnadq 1/13+
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/newsfeed/2024/10/7/video-hamas-fires-barrage-of-rockets-at-tel-aviv-on-october-7-anniversary 
395 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Qdtsdqr+ ®G`l`r ehqdr qnbjdsr `s Hrq`dkh bhshdr+ Hrq`dk hrrtdr du`bt`shnm nqcdqr hm F`y`¯+ 5 @oqhk 1/14+
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-fires-rockets-israeli-cities-2025-04-06: Nmdhmch` Mdvr+ ®G`l`r ehqdr l`rrhud qnbjds nm
Hrq`dk eqnl F`y`9 @at Na`hc` `kk nts v`q `esdq Sqtlo roddbg¯+ 15 Itkx 1/14+ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OZkFLGG0m0; Jewish 
Mdvr Rxmchb`sd+ ®O`kdrshmh`m sdqqnqhrsr hm F`y` ehqd qnbjds `s Hrq`dk¯+ 2 @tftrs 1/14+ https://www.jns.org/palestinian-terrorists-in-gaza-fire-
rocket-at-israel 
396 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ AAB+ ®G`l`r ehqdr qnbjdsr `s Sdk @uhu `r Hrq`dk qdmdvr F`y` fqntmc b`lo`hfm¯+ 1/ L`qbg 1/14+
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2dr7jd7mno: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®O`kdrshmh`m Hrk`lhb Ihg`c s`jdr qdronmrhahkhsx enq qnbjds ehqd eqnl
F`y`¯+ 2 @oqhk 1/14+https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestinian-islamic-jihad-takes-responsibility-for-rocket-fire-from-gaza 
397 Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®Lhkhs`ms qnbjds ghs a`rd khmjdc sn Hrq`dkh mtbkd`q lhrrhkd oqnfq`l¯+ 3 Cdbdladq 1/12+
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/04/world/middleeast/militant-rocket-israel-oct-7.html 
398 A`rdl M`hl+ gd`c ne G`l`r­r Onkhshb`k `mc Hmsdqm`shnm`k Qdk`shnmr Cdo`qsldms+ kdssdq sn Gtl`m Qhfgsr V`sbg+ 03 @oqhk 1/13+ `uailable 
at: Human Rights Watch, ®H B`m­s Dq`rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc¯9 O`kdrshmh`m @qldc Fqntor­ Nbsnadq 6 @rr`tks nm Hrq`dk (previously 
cited), p. 244 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Human Rights Watch). 
399 Statement by Abu Obaida, available at: Arab-Military, X post: ...ЬмЧт ϢϸтϠК мϠϒ Z®@at Na`hc` r`xr£¯\+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://x.com/ashrafnsier/status/1711428290995478857 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). 
400 Video, available at: Al-Mayadeen News, X post: "пЊЦцϜ_дϝТмА#" ϣЪϼЛв ϤϜϸϮϦЂв Ьмϲ ϢϾвϲ мϠϒ ЀϸЧЮϜ_ϝтϜϼЂ# аЂϝϠ ХАϝжЮϜ Z®@at G`ly`+ ronjdrl`m
for # Al-Quds Brigades, on latest developments in # Al-@pr` Eknnc a`sskd¯\+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://x.com/AlMayadeenNews/status/1711448419623952778 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). 
401 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Enqldq gnrs`fd @qadk Xdgntc r`xr b`osnqr sgqd`sdmdc sn jhkk gdq he HCE `ooqn`bgdc¯+ 18 @oqhk 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-arbel-yehoud-says-captors-threatened-to-kill-her-if-idf-approached  

https://www.aljazeera.com/program/newsfeed/2024/10/7/video-hamas-fires-barrage-of-rockets-at-tel-aviv-on-october-7-anniversary#:~:text=Footage%20obtained%20from%20local%20news,of%20the%20October%207%20attacks
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-fires-rockets-israeli-cities-2025-04-06/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OZkFLGG0m0
https://www.jns.org/palestinian-terrorists-in-gaza-fire-rocket-at-israel
https://www.jns.org/palestinian-terrorists-in-gaza-fire-rocket-at-israel
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2dr7jd7mno
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestinian-islamic-jihad-takes-responsibility-for-rocket-fire-from-gaza/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/04/world/middleeast/militant-rocket-israel-oct-7.html
https://x.com/ashrafnsier/status/1711428290995478857
https://x.com/AlMayadeenNews/status/1711448419623952778
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-arbel-yehoud-says-captors-threatened-to-kill-her-if-idf-approached/
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Q`e`g+ `mc sg`s+ ctqhmf hs+ nmd ne gdq b`osnqr ®v`r vhsg ` kn`cdc ftm+ `hldc `s sgd sdms¯ vgdqd rgd v`r
being held nearby.402 

Andrey Kozlov, who was taken hostage on 7 October 2023 and rescued with three other hostages in June 
2024 by Israeli forces, who stormed the buildings where he and the three other hostages were being held in 
two separate apartments in Nuseirat refugee camp+ snkc ldch` sg`s ®ghr G`l`r b`osnqr bnmrs`mskx snkc ghl
and the other hostages that the Israeli government wanted them to die and that they would be killed if the 
HCE sqhdc sn qdrbtd sgdl¯-403 

On 1 September 2024, the Israeli military announced that the previous day, it had recovered the bodies of 
six Israeli hostages who had been held in Gaza since 7 October 2023.404 Five of the six hostages had been 
abducted after attending the Nova festival. They included Hersh Goldberg-Polin, a 23-year-old dual US-
Israeli national who was involved in Israeli-Palestinian coexistence initiatives.405 He was seriously injured and 
lost part of his left arm on the morning of 7 October 2023 when a fighter threw a grenade into the bomb 
shelter where he had taken refuge after fleeing the attack on the Nova festival; he was then abducted and 
taken to Gaza with other hostages.406 It was feared that he might not have survived such a serious injury, but 
201 days after his abduction, on 24 April 2024, Hamas released a video showing him alive for the first time 
since his abduction.407 In the video, the stump below his left elbow appears to have healed reasonably well. 

Two of the six hostages had been working at the Nova festival: 24-year-old Eden Yerushalmi as a bartender 
and 33-year-old Alexander Lobanov as a bar manager. The other two who attended the Nova festival were 
27-year-old Almog Sarusi, who went with his girlfriend, who was killed in the attack, and 25-year-old Ori 
Danino, an off-duty soldier who reportedly tried to fight the assailants attacking the festival even though he 
was unarmed.408 The sixth hostage, 40-year-nkc B`qldk F`s+ g`c addm `actbsdc hm Ad­dqh+ eqnl sgd gnld ne
her mother, Kinneret Gat, who she was visiting at the time and who was killed in the attack.409 B`qldk­r
brother, Alon Gat, her sister-in-law, Yarden Romat-Gat, and her niece, Geffen Gat, who were also visiting, 
were all taken hostage. Alon and Geffen managed to escape the same day and Yarden was released in a 
hostage-prisoner exchange in late November 2023. 

The Israeli military said it recovered the bodies of the six hostages from an underground tunnel in Rafah near 
to the location where their forces had found another hostage, 52-year-old Qaid Farhan Alkadi, alone, but 
alive, in a tunnel on 27 August 2024.410 It said the six hostages had been killed, seemingly to prevent a 
possible rescue operation such as those in which six other hostages were freed, four of them from two 
nearby buildings in Nuseirat refugee camp on 8 June 2024,411 and two from a house in the Shaboura 
refugee camp in Rafah on 12 February 2024.412 

A subsequent Israeli medical forensic examination concluded that the six hostages had been shot dead 
shortly before their bodies were retrieved.413 The mother of Hersh Goldberg-Polin told the news network CNN 
that, according to the forensic report, her son was shot at close range from the left side, with a bullet going 
through his left shoulder and his right hand, which he had apparently put up in a protective posture, and 

 
402 Ft`qch`m+ ®Sghm+ o`kd+ ats g`oox9 Eqddc Hrq`dkh gnrs`fdr qdtmhsdc vhsg e`lhkx¯+ 01 Edaqt`qx 1/13+
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/12/thin-pale-but-happy-freed-israeli-hostages-reunited-with-family; Times of Israel, 
®QDRBTDC9 @qfdmshmd-anqm Knthr G`q+ fq`mce`sgdq sn sdm¯+ 08 Cdbdladq 1/12 'toc`sdc 01 Edaqt`qx 1/13(+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-louis-har-and-fernando-marman: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®QDRBTDC9 @qfdmshmd-born 
Edqm`mcn L`ql`m+ adknudc g`mcxl`m¯+ 1/ I`mt`qx 1/13 'toc`sdc 01 Edaqt`qx 1/13(+https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-
argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman 
403 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Gnrs`fd eqddc hm qdrbtd no r`xr G`l`r ft`qcr sgqd`sdmdc sn ltqcdq ghl hm b`oshuhsx¯+ 8 Itkx 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hostage-freed-in-rescue-op-says-hamas-guards-threatened-to-murder-him-in-captivity  
404 HCE+ E`bdannj onrs9 ®Sgd anchdr ne B`qldk F`s+ Dcdm Xdqtrg`klh+ Gdqrg Fnkcadqf-Polin, Alexander Lobanov, Almog Sarusi, and Master 
Rdqfd`ms Nqh C`mhmn vdqd entmc `mc qdbnudqdc xdrsdqc`x¯+ 0 Rdosdladq 1/13+
https://www.facebook.com/idfonline/posts/905687784926571  
405 Enqv`qc+ ®Gd­r ` Ltrkhl Hrq`dkh vgn v`r bknrd vhsg Gdqrg Fnkcadqf-Onkhm- Mnv gd­r lntqmhmf ghr eqhdmc± `mc rddjhmf bg`mfd¯+ 15
September 2024, https://forward.com/opinion/658230/arab-israeli-hostages-hersh-goldberg-polin  
406 Rdd rdbshnm 5-0-1 ®Mnu` edrshu`k rhsd `mc rtqqntmchmf `qd`r¯- 
407 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades, available at: MAB Mdvr+ ®G`l`r qdkd`rdr uhcdn ne gnrs`fd
Hersh Goldberg-Onkhm¯+ 13 @oqhk 1/13+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJeOoeCDgKw  
408 @AB Mdvr+ ®Vgn vdqd sgd 5 gnrs`fdr jhkkdc hm F`y`>¯+ 1 Rdosdladq 1/14+https://abcnews.go.com/International/who-were-6-hostages-
killed-gaza-funerals-israel-hersh-goldberg-polin/story?id=113322975: Xmdsmdvr+ ®Gdqnhrl ne ltqcdqdc gnrs`fd Nqh C`mhmn qdud`kdc ax
edkknv b`oshud9 Gd entfgs G`l`r sdqqnqhrsr `mc r`udc khudr¯+ 16 Edaqt`qx 1/14+https://www.ynetnews.com/article/sk2tfx05kl  
409 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Gnrs`fd B`qldk F`s cdbk`qdc cd`c+ ancx qdbnudqdc eqnl G`l`r stmmdk¯+ 2 Cdbdladq 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-carmel-gat-seen-doing-yoga-with-hostage-children 
410 MOQ+ ®Hrq`dk r`xr hs qdrbtdc ` gnrs`fd entmc `knmd hm `m tmcdqfqntmc stmmdk hm F`y`¯+ 17 @tftrs 1/13+
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/27/nx-s1-5090950/israel-gaza-hamas-war-rescued-hostage-qaid-farhan-alkadi  
411 @O+ ®Gnv `m Hrq`dkh q`hc eqddc 3 gnrs`fdr `mc jhkkdc `s kd`rs 163 O`kdrshmh`mr hm F`y`¯+ 0/ Itmd 1/13+ https://apnews.com/article/israel-
palestinians-hamas-war-hostages-casualties-1458f5a1dfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559  
412 BMM+ ®Hrq`dkh enqbdr qdrbtd 1 gnrs`fdr `r `hqrsqhjdr jhkk `qntmc 0// O`kdrshmh`mr hm Q`e`g¯+ 01 Edaqt`qx 1/13 'toc`sdc 02 Edaruary 
2024), https://edition.cnn.com/2024/02/12/middleeast/israel-hostages-rescued-gaza-rafah-intl-hnk/index.html  
413 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®@tsnorx ehmcr 5 gnrs`fdr vdqd rgns ltkshokd shldr `s bknrd q`mfd hm k`rs 37-61 gntqr¯+ 0 Rdosdladq 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/autopsy-finds-6-hostages-shot-multiple-times-at-close-range-in-last-48-72-hours  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/12/thin-pale-but-happy-freed-israeli-hostages-reunited-with-family
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-louis-har-and-fernando-marman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hostage-freed-in-rescue-op-says-hamas-guards-threatened-to-murder-him-in-captivity/
https://www.facebook.com/idfonline/posts/905687784926571
https://forward.com/opinion/658230/arab-israeli-hostages-hersh-goldberg-polin/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJeOoeCDgKw
https://abcnews.go.com/International/who-were-6-hostages-killed-gaza-funerals-israel-hersh-goldberg-polin/story?id=113322975
https://abcnews.go.com/International/who-were-6-hostages-killed-gaza-funerals-israel-hersh-goldberg-polin/story?id=113322975
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/sk2tfx05kl
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-carmel-gat-seen-doing-yoga-with-hostage-children/
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/27/nx-s1-5090950/israel-gaza-hamas-war-rescued-hostage-qaid-farhan-alkadi
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hostages-casualties-1458f5a1dfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hostages-casualties-1458f5a1dfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/02/12/middleeast/israel-hostages-rescued-gaza-rafah-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/autopsy-finds-6-hostages-shot-multiple-times-at-close-range-in-last-48-72-hours/
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into the left side of his neck and exiting from the top of the right side of his head. He then seemingly fell on 
his knees and was shot in the back of his head at very close range.414 Rgd `ccdc sg`s Dcdm Xdqtrg`klh­r
ancx v`r kxhmf mdws sn Gdqrg­r `mc sg`s rgd g`c `krn addm rgns ltkshokd shldr+ `r g`c sgd nsgdq entq
hostages.  

Three statements posted by Abu Obaida, the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr­ ronjdrodqrnm+ nm rnbh`k ldch` nm 1
Rdosdladq 1/13+ rddlhmfkx hm qdronmrd sn sgd Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx­r `mmntmbdldms+ rtffdrsdc sg`s sgd rhw vdqd
killed to prevent them from being rescued. In the first, he blamed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Mds`mx`gt `mc sgd Hrq`dkh `qlx enq sgd cd`sg ne sgd oqhrnmdqr ®`esdq sgdx cdkhadq`sdkx narsqtbsdc `mx cd`k sn
dwbg`mfd oqhrnmdqr¯-415 Hm sgd rdbnmc+ gd r`hc sg`s+ enkknvhmf vg`s gd qdedqqdc sn `r sgd ®Mtrdhq`s hmbhcdms¯+
®mdv hmrsqtbshnmr¯ g`c addm hrrtdc sn sgnrd ft`qchmf gnrs`fdr nm gnv sn ®cd`k vhsg sgdl¯ hm sgd dudms ne
sgd Hrq`dkh `qlx ®`ooqn`bghmf sgdhq ok`bd ne cdsdmshnm¯-416 Sgd ®Mtrdhq`s hmbhcdms¯ v`r sgd qdrbtd ax Hrq`dkh
special forces on 8 June 2024 of four Israeli hostages from two apartments in the Nuseirat refugee camp in 
Gaza, an operation in which scores of Palestinian civilians were killed.417 He did not explicitly clarify what the 
®mdv hmrsqtbshnmr¯ vdqd- Gnvdudq+ hm sgd sghqc onrs+ gd r`hc9 ®Mds`mx`gt­r hmrhrsdmbd nm eqddhmf oqhrnmdqr
through military pressure instead of making a deal will mean they return to their families in coffins. Their 
e`lhkhdr ltrs bgnnrd9 dhsgdq cd`c nq `khud¯-418  

Amnesty International has concluded, based on all available evidence, that the six hostages were killed by 
the Al-Qassam Brigades. 

In 2025, the Al-Qassam Brigades stepped up threats to kill the remaining Israeli hostages. On 15 February 
2025, they forced one of three Israeli hostages who were being released in a negotiated hostage-prisoner 
exchange to hold an hourglass above a photograph of Matan Zangauker, one of the hostages still being held 
in Gaza, in a threatening message that time was running out for the remaining hostages.419 On 24 March 
2025, the Al-Qassam Brigades issued yet another video with the same message, featuring two of the 
remaining hostages pleading for a hostage-prisoner exchange deal as their only chance of survival.420  

The bodies of three of the most well-known hostages abducted on 7 October 2023, Argentinian-Israeli Shiri 
Bibas and her two sons ± nine-month-old Kfir Bibas and four-year-old Ariel Bibas ± were finally returned to 
their family on 21 February 2025 as part of a negotiated hostage-prisoner exchange.421 Three weeks earlier, 
the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr qdkd`rdc X`qcdm Aha`r+ Rghqh­r gtra`mc `mc sgd bghkcqdm­r e`sgdq+ vgn g`c addm
held separately from his wife and children since they were all abducted on 7 October 2023 from Nir Oz, 
where they lived.422  

Shiri and her two sons were alive and unharmed when they were seen being abducted from Nir Oz on 7 
October 2023,423 but, in a video date-stamped 20 December 2024, a spokesperson of the Mujahideen 
Brigades, the military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement, stated in a media interview that Shiri 
and her two sons, whom they were holding hostage, were killed in an Israeli air strike along with their 

 
414 BMM+ ®O`qdmsr vgnrd rnm v`r jhkkdc ax G`l`r cdrbqhad sgd bnmchshnmr ne ghr b`oshuhsx¯+ 04 Nbsnadq 1/13+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QflH4pZz9BM  
415 Abu Obaida, Telegram post:   ̪ϣЧтЎ ϱЮϝЊвЮ оϼЂцϜ ЬϸϝϠϦЮ ϣЧУЊ рϒ ЬтАЛϦ акϸвЛϦ ϸЛϠ оϼЂцϜ ЬϦЧв дК ϣЯвϝЪЮϜ ϣтЮмϚЂвЮϜ дмЯвϲϦт дв акϸϲм ЬыϦϲъϜ ЄтϮм мкϝтжϦж

ϼІϝϠвЮϜ рмϮЮϜ РЊЧЮϜ Ьы϶ дв алжв ϤϜϼІЛЮϜ ЬϦЦ акϸ̵вЛϦ пЯК ̯ϢмыК Z®Nmkx Mds`mx`gt `mc sgd nbbto`shnm `qlx ad`q etkk qdronmrhahkhsx enq sgd jhkkhmf ne sgd
prisoners after they deliberately obstructed any deal to exchange prisoners for narrow interests, in addition to their deliberate killing of 
dozens of them through diqdbs `dqh`k anla`qcldms-¯\+ 1 Rdosdladq 1/13+https://t.me/spokesman_2020/126 (translation from the original 
Arabic by Amnesty International). 
416 Abu Obaida, Telegram post:   Ьϝϲ алЛв ЬвϝЛϦЮϜ ЈмЊ϶Ϡ оϼЂцϜ ϣЂϜϼϲϠ дтУЯЪвЮϜ дтϸкϝϮвЯЮ ϢϸтϸϮ ̰ϤϝвтЯЛϦ ϤϼϸЊ ̪ϤϜϼтЊжЮϜ ϣϪϸϝϲ ϸЛϠм йжϒ ̱ϱЎϜм ̱ЬЪІϠм ЙтвϮЯЮ ЬмЧж

акϾϝϮϦϲϜ дϝЪв дв ЬыϦϲъϜ ЄтϮ ϞϜϼϦЦϜ Z®Vd r`x sn dudqxnmd bkd`qkx sg`s `esdq sgd Mtrdhq`s hmbhcdms+ mdv hmrsqtbshnmr vdqd hrrtdc sn sgdfighters in 
charge of guarding the prisoners on how to deal with them in the event of the occupation army approaching their place of detemshnm¯\+ 1
September 2024, https://t.me/spokesman_2020/127 (translation from the original Arabic by Amnesty International). 
417 Rdd AAB+ ®Entq gnrs`fdr qdrbtdc hm F`y` `r gnrohs`kr r`x rbnqdr jhkkdc hm Hrq`dkh rsqhjdr¯+ 7 Itmd 1/13+
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd11z2j34k4o  
The four hostages ± Noa Argamani, Almog Meir Jan, Andrei Kozlov and Shlomi Ziv ± were abducted after attending the Nova festival. 
418 Abu Obaida, Telegram post: алЯϚϜмК пЯКм ϤтϠϜмϦ Ь϶Ϝϸ алЯкϒ пЮϖ алϦϸмК сжЛтЂ  ̱ϣЧУЊ аϜϼϠϖ дв  ̯ъϸϠ рϼЪЂЛЮϜ АПЎЮϜ Ьы϶ дв  оϼЂцϜ ϼтϼϲϦ пЯК  мкϝтжϦж  ϼϜϼЊϖ 

ϼϝтϦ϶ъϜ ϝвϖ пЯϦЦ ϝвϖм ̭ϝтϲϒ  Z®Mds`mx`gt­r hmrhrsdmbd nm eqddhmf oqhrnmdqr sgqntfg lhkhs`qx oqdrrtqd hmrsd`c ne l`jhmf ` cd`k vhkk ld`m sgdx qdstqm
sn sgdhq e`lhkhdr hm bneehmr- Sgdhq e`lhkhdr ltrs bgnnrd9 dhsgdq cd`c nq `khud¯\+ 1 Rdosdladq 1/13+https://t.me/spokesman_2020/128 
(translation from the original Arabic by Amnesty International). 
419 NmdHmch` Mdvr+ ®G`l`r enqbdr gnrs`fd H`hq Gnqm sn gnkc gntqfk`rr hm rgnbjhmf ¬Shld hr qtmmhmf nts­ sgqd`s sn Hrq`dk¯+ 04 Edaquary 2025, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pjc6hDkl57Y: NmdHmch` Mdvr+ ®G`l`r-released hostage sends shocking message to 
Mds`mx`gt9 ¬Shld hr qtmmhmf nts­¯+ 04 Edaqt`qx 1/14+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWafxEo_ygY 
420 NmdHmch` Mdvr+ ®G`l`r-qdkd`rdc gnrs`fd rdmcr rgnbjhmf ldrr`fd sn Mds`mx`gt9 ¬Shld hr qtmmhmf nts­¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
421 BMM+ ®Gtl`m qdl`hmr qdstqmdc ax G`l`r sn Hrq`dk bnmehqldc `r sgnrd ne enqldq gnrs`fd Rghqh Aha`r¯+ 11 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-body-gaza-israel-intl-latam/index.html  
422 Ghmctrs`m Shldr+ ®G`l`r qdkd`rdr X`qcdm Aha`r+ ats sghr bghkkhmf 1/13 uhcdn kd`udr lnqd ptdrshnmr sg`m `mrvdqr¯+ 0 Edaqt`qx 1025, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p_2RO7pNDw  
423 MAB Mdvr+ ®Uhcdn rgnvr sgd jhcm`oohmf ne Rghqh Rhkadql`m-Aha`r `mc gdq bghkcqdm ax G`l`r ftmldm¯+ 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-hamas-gunmen-kidnap-shiri-silberman-bibas-and-her-children-194724933949  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QflH4pZz9BM
https://t.me/spokesman_2020/126
https://t.me/spokesman_2020/127
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd11z2j34k4o
https://t.me/spokesman_2020/128
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pjc6hDkl57Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWafxEo_ygY
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-body-gaza-israel-intl-latam/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p_2RO7pNDw
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-hamas-gunmen-kidnap-shiri-silberman-bibas-and-her-children-194724933949
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captors.424 The Al-Qassam Brigades made a statement to the same effect and the Israeli army said it would 
investigate the allegation.425 Neither the Mujahideen Brigades nor the Al-Qassam Brigades provided any 
evidence to substantiate their claims. 

After the bodies were returned to their family, the Israeli authorities said that forensic evidence showed that 
the boys were killed by their captors in November 2023, but provided no evidence to substantiate their 
claim.426 Sgd chqdbsnq ne Hrq`dk­r M`shnm`k Bdmsdq ne Enqdmrhb Ldchbhmd+ Bgdm Jtfdk+ r`hc sgdqd v`r mn
evidence that Shiri Bibas had died in an explosion, disputing claims that she and her sons were killed in an 
Israeli air strike.427 However, to date, neither he nor the Israeli military has provided any details about the 
injuries they sustained. Amnesty International has not been able to obtain sufficient information to come to a 
conclusion on this case. 

Some hostages were accidentally killed by the Israeli military. The most well-known case is that of Yotam 
Haim, aged 28, Samer Talalka, aged 22, and Alon Shamriz, aged 26, all of whom were shot dead on 15 
Cdbdladq 1/12 hm sgd Rgti`­hx` mdhfgantqgnnc ne F`ya City, where Israeli forces were facing significant 
resistance from local Palestinian armed groups.428 The Israeli military took responsibility for these killings 
promptly, whereas in the case of three other hostages ± Nik Beizer, Ron Sherman and Elia Toledano ± it took 
the army 10 months to announce that they had been killed in an air strike in November 2023.429 Another 
hostage, 25-year-old Sahar Baruch, was reportedly killed in a failed rescue attempt in December 2024, but 
neither the exact circumstances of his death nor the party responsible for it could be verified.430  

 
424 Uhcdn+ `u`hk`akd `s9 Lhcckd D`rs Dxd+ ®Lti`ghcddm Aqhf`cdr9 Hrq`dkh `hqrsqhjd jhkkdc Rghqh Aha`r `mc gdq bghkcqdm¯+ 14 Edaqt`ry 2025, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2kyo4x-TRE  
425 BMM+ ®Hrq`dk `rrdrrhmf G`l`r bk`hl xntmfdrs gnrs`fd `mc e`lhkx ldladqr `qd cd`c¯+ 18 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/29/middleeast/kfir-babas-israel-hamas-gaza-intl/index.html; CNN,  
®Lxrsdqx `mc `mfthrg nudq sgd e`sd ne lhrrhmf Hrq`dkh gnrs`fd Rghqh Aha`r¯+ 10 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-israel-hostage-hamas-gaza-war-what-we-know-intl/index.html  
426 Sgd Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx qdonqsdc nm 10 Edaqt`qx 1/14 sg`s ®enqdmrhb dw`lhm`shnmr g`ud qdud`kdc sg`s O`kdrshmh`m sdqqnqhrsr ltqcdred children 
@qhdk `mc Jehq Aha`r ¬vhsg sgdhq a`qd g`mcr­ vddjr `esdq sgdhq jhcm`oohmf nm Nbsnadq 6+ 1/12¯- Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE9 Captors murdered 
bghkcqdm @qhdk `mc Jehq Aha`r ¬hm bnkc aknnc­ vhsg ¬sgdhq a`qd g`mcr­¯+ 10 Edaqt`qx 1/14+https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-captors-
murdered-children-ariel-and-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands 
427 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Enqdmrhbr bghde bnmehqlr HC ne ancx ne Rghqh Aha`r+ mn duhcdmbd rgd chdc hm dwoknrhnm¯+ 11 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/forensics-chief-confirms-id-of-body-of-shiri-bibas-no-evidence-she-died-in-explosion  
428 AAB+ ®Hrq`dk F`y`9 Gnrs`fdr rgns ax HCE ots nts ¬RNR­ rhfm vqhssdm vhsg kdesnudq ennc¯+ 07 Cdbdladq 1/12+
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67745092  
429 OAR+ ®Hrq`dk r`xr ¬ghfg oqna`ahkhsx­ hsr nvm `hqrsqhjd jhkkdc 2 gnrs`fdr hm F`y` k`rs Mnudladq¯+ 04 Rdosdladq 1/13+
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israel-says-high-probability-its-own-airstrike-killed-3-hostages-in-gaza-last-november  
430 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Qdonqs9 E`hkdc HCE q`hc sg`s qdrtksdc hm cd`sg ne gnrs`fd R`g`q A`qtbg v`r ld`ms sn qdrbtd Mn` @qf`l`mh¯+ 12 
December 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-failed-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage-sahar-baruch-was-
meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2kyo4x-TRE
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/29/middleeast/kfir-babas-israel-hamas-gaza-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-israel-hostage-hamas-gaza-war-what-we-know-intl/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-captors-murdered-children-ariel-and-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-captors-murdered-children-ariel-and-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands
https://www.timesofisrael.com/forensics-chief-confirms-id-of-body-of-shiri-bibas-no-evidence-she-died-in-explosion/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67745092
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israel-says-high-probability-its-own-airstrike-killed-3-hostages-in-gaza-last-november
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-failed-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage-sahar-baruch-was-meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-failed-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage-sahar-baruch-was-meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani
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6. HOSTAGE-TAKING AND 
SEIZURE OF BODIES 

Palestinian assailants, consisting of fighters in military-style clothing and armed or unarmed men in civilian 
clothing, seized 251 people during the Hamas-led attacks on 7 October 2023 and forcibly brought them to 
Gaza. The majority of these 251 people were seized alive and held hostage, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, 
Palestinian assailants seized the bodies of people killed during the attacks. 

Of the 251 people seized, 27 were soldiers on active duty at their assigned positions (that is, not on leave). 

The vast majority of the remaining 224 people were civilians. They comprised 124 men, 64 women and 36 
children. Most of the 251 people seized were Jewish Israelis, including some with dual nationality. Seven 
were Bedouin citizens of Israel. At least 35 were foreign nationals. 
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Hamas announced that its forces seized soldiers during the 7 October 2023 attacks, but denied they were 
responsible for abducting civilians, blaming this on other Palestinian assailants. However, Amnesty 
International concluded, on the basis of ample evidence, that fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades, the 
military wing of Hamas, abducted civilians from multiple locations. It also concluded that assailants in civilian 
clothing, whose affiliation, if any, Amnesty International could not determine, abducted civilians, sometimes 
operating alongside fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. It was not able to determine whether other armed 
groups captured soldiers or abducted civilians. It documented evidence that fighters, likely including fighters 
from both the Al-Qassam Brigades and the Al-@pr` L`qsxqr­ Aqhf`cdr+ rdhydc anchdr hm Hrq`dk `mc snnj sgdl
to Gaza. 

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad held people and bodies seized during the attacks for days, weeks, 
months or, in some cases, over two years in Gaza. Their leaders made it clear ± in statements they made 
and videos of hostages they issued ± that they were holding people seized during the attacks under threat of 
harming or continuing to hold them to compel action from the Israeli authorities, including the release of 
Palestinians in Israeli detention, recognizing that such videos would lead to public pressure on the Israeli 
government. The Palestinian Mujahideen Movement also likely held hostages from Israel in Gaza. 

The seizure and holding of civilians by Palestinian armed groups to compel the Israeli authorities to take or 
refrain from taking specific actions as a condition for releasing or not killing or injuring them constitutes 
hostage-taking, which is prohibited under international humanitarian law. As Hamas made it clear that 
soldiers were being held not to remove them from the battlefield, but to compel action from the Israeli 
authorities, the holding of soldiers also constitutes hostage-taking. The seizure and holding of the bodies of 
people killed amounts to a violation of the prohibition on mistreatment of bodies under international 
humanitarian law. 

HOSTAGE-TAKING AND SEIZURE OF BODIES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Taking hostages is a serious violation of international humanitarian law and constitutes a war crime.431 
Hostage-taking is defined as involving the seizing, detention or otherwise holding one or more persons, 
who are civilians or persons hors de combat, where the perpetrator threatens to kill, injure or continue to 
detain such persons, with the intention to compel specified entities including a state to act or refrain 
from acting as an explicit condition for the safety or release of such person or persons.432 Soldiers 
captured by armed groups are hors de combat as they are in the power of the adverse party.433 

International law requires those holding civilian hostages to release them immediately and 
unconditionally. Those holding soldiers must immediately stop holding them as hostages.434 
International humanitarian law also requires those holding soldiers as captives to treat them humanely at 
all times, and grant them access to the ICRC and communication with their families.435 

International humanitarian law prohibits abuse and ill-treatment of dead bodies.436 Parties to a conflict 
must endeavour to facilitate the return of the remains of the deceased upon request of the party to 
which they belong or upon the request of their next of kin.437 

 

 
431 See, for example, Geneva Conventions, Common Article 3; Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and 
(c)(iii); ICRC, Customary IHL, Rules 96 and 156. 
432 The ICC Elements of Crimes sets out the following elements to constitute the war crimes of hostage taking in a non-international armed 
conflict: ®Sgd odqodsq`snq sgqd`sdmdc sn jhkk+ hmitqd nq bnmshmtd sn cds`hm rtbg odqrnm nq odqrnmr: Sgd odqodsq`snq hmsdmcdc sn bnlodka 
State, an international organization, a natural or legal person or a group of persons to act or refrain from acting as an explicit or implicit 
condition for the safety or the release of such person or persons. Such person or persons were either hors de combat, or were civilians, 
medical personnel or religious personnel taking no active part in the hostilities. The perpetrator was aware of the factual circumstances that 
established this status. The conduct took place in the context of and was associated with an armed conflict not of an international 
bg`q`bsdq- Sgd odqodsq`snq v`r `v`qd ne e`bst`k bhqbtlrs`mbdr sg`s drs`akhrgdc sgd dwhrsdmbd ne `m `qldc bnmekhbs-¯ICC Elements of 
Crimes, Article 7'1('b('hhh(- 
433 See, for example, ICRC, ICRC Casebook, Hors de Combat, https://casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/hors-de-combat 
434 Rome Statute, Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and (c)(iii); ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 96.  
435 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 99.  
436 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rules 90, 113 and 156; ICC Statute, Article 8(2)(b)(xxi) and (c)(ii). According to the ICC Elements of Crimes, the 
v`q bqhld ne ntsq`fdr tonm odqrnm`k chfmhsx `krn `ookhdr sn cd`c odqrnmr9 ®Enq sghr bqhld+ ¬odqrnmr­ b`m hmbktcd cd`c odqrnmr. It is 
understood that the victim need mns odqrnm`kkx ad `v`qd ne sgd dwhrsdmbd ne sgd gtlhkh`shnm nq cdfq`c`shnm nq nsgdq uhnk`shnm-¯ ICC Elements 
of Crimes, Article 7'1('a('wwh(+ em- 38- 
437 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 114. 

https://casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/hors-de-combat
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NUMBERS 

Amnesty International primarily based its figures for those seized on 7 October 2023 on a database 
produced by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz.438 However, it also cross-checked other datasets, including 
information published by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs (regarding hostages or bodies that were 
released or rescued),439 the Israeli military (particularly for details about soldiers and the specific 
locations from which individuals were seized),440 Hrq`dk­r m`shnm`k rnbh`k rdbtqhsx 'qdf`qchmf sgnrd jhkkdc
in captivity),441 and other governments (for information about their nationals) and other Israeli civil 
society documentation initiatives.442 

While the sources are broadly consistent with each other, they do not list the nationality or nationalities 
of all the individuals seized on 7 October 2023, nor do they specify in all cases whether individuals were 
soldiers or civilians. In some, but not all, cases Amnesty International was able to supplement the 
information in these datasets with details from other sources. 

 

6.1 ABDUCTION OF CIVILIAN HOSTAGES 
A total of 224 people ± 124 men (or their bodies), 64 women (or their bodies) and 36 children (all then alive) 
± were seized on 7 October 2023 from civilian communities such as kibbutzim where they lived or worked, 
as well as the Nova festival site and surrounding areas. The vast majority of them were civilians.443 The 
youngest was less than a year old. Nine were aged over 80. 

Hamas has claimed that it did not plan to take civilians hostage and that Hamas forces were not involved in 
abducting civilians from southern Israel, while appearing to blame the abduction of civilians on unaffiliated 
civilians who crossed over from Gaza during the attacks. Saleh Al-Arouri, then Deputy Head of the Political 
Bureau of Hamas, made a statement on 12 October 2023:  

®The young fighters from the Al-Qassam [Brigades] captured army [soldiers] and brought them back to Gaza. Are 
there civilians who were captured? There are ordinary people who went in and seized people and brought them 
a`bj sn F`y`- Hs v`r mns G`l`r­r hmsdmsion to harm either prisoners or civilians nor can it. This is the official 
onrhshnm-¯444  

Hm ®Ntq M`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯+ hrrtdc nm 10 I`mt`qx 1/13+ G`l`r r`hc9 ®L`xad rnld e`tksr
happened during Operation Al-@pr` Eknnc­r hlokdldms`shnm ctd sn sgd q`ohc bnkk`ord ne sgd Hrq`dkh rdbtqhsx
and military system, and the chaos caused alonf sgd anqcdq `qd`r vhsg F`y`-¯445 

Gnvdudq+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k cnbtldmsdc ` vd`ksg ne duhcdmbd sg`s qdetsdr G`l`r­r bk`hlr- Vghkd rnld
unaffiliated civilians from Gaza may have been involved in abducting civilians, visual and other evidence 
collected by Amnesty International identifies a clear pattern in which the Al-Qassam Brigades, the military 
wing of Hamas, targeted civilians, including children and older people, for abduction in multiple civilian 
locations. These abductions involved fighters seizing civilians outside the vicinity of any military target, 
forcing families out of safe rooms in their homes or hunting unarmed young people across the Nova festival 

 
438 Haaretz, ˧ ˟˷˟ ˭˧˧ˡ˰ ˧ˬˣ ˶˶˥ˣ˷ ˶˟˩ ˧ˬ :ˢˤ˰˟ ˫˧˲ˣ˦˥ˢ ˪˷ ˸ˮ˩ˡ˰˸ˬ ˢˬ˧˷˶ Z®Toc`sdc khrs ne sgnrd jhcm`oodc hm F`y`9 Vgn g`r addm
qdkd`rdc `mc vgn hr rshkk hm b`oshuhsx¯\, 25 January 2025, https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/2025-01-25/ty-article-magazine/00000194-83dd-
dbbb-abf4-dbfd032d0000 (in Hebrew, accessed on 31 July 2025) (Haaretz hostages database). An English version including fewer details 
hr `u`hk`akd `s9 G``qdsy+ ®Gnrs`fdr gdkc ax G`l`r9 Sgd m`ldr ne sgnrd `actbsdc eqnl Hrq`dk¯+https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-
explains/2023-10-22/ty-article-magazine/hostages-held-by-hamas-the-names-of-those-abducted-from-israel/0000018b-55f8-d5d2-afef-
d5fdd04e0000 (accessed on 31 July 2025). 
439 Hrq`dk+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr 'LE@(+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯+ 0/ Nbsnadq 1/12+ toc`sdc nm 23 June 
2025, https://www.gov.il/en/pages/hostages-and-missing-persons-report (accessed on 31 August 2025). 
440 IDF, ˫ ˣ˯˶˲˪ ˣ˶˸ˣˢ ˫ˢ˧˸ˣˬ˷˷ ˢˬ˥˪ˬˢ ˧˪˪˥ 848 Z®737 v`q cd`c vgnrd m`ldr vdqd `kknvdc sn ad otakhrgdc¯\+ tmc`sdc+ 
https://www.idf.il/s ˬ˥˪ˬˢ- ˧ ˪˪˥/˫˧˪˲ˣˮ (in Hebrew, accessed on 20 April 2025).  
441 Israel, National Insurance Institute,  s ˟˧˞ˢ ˸ ˣ˪ˣ˰˲  ˧˪ ˪˥ [Casualties of Hostilities], 
https://laad.btl.gov.il/Web/He/TerrorVictims/Page/Default.aspx (in Hebrew). 
442 See, for example, Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, ˢˤ˰˪ ˫˧˲ˣ˦˥ˢ ˸ˣˬ˷ ˸ˬ˧˷˶ :ˢˬ˥˪ˬ˟ ˪˞˶˷˧ Z®Hrq`dk `s v`q9 Khrs ne
m`ldr ne sgnrd jhcm`oodc hm F`y`¯\+https://www.kan.org.il/lobby/kidnapped (in Hebrew).  
443 Amnesty International is aware of two cases in which individuals seized in civilian locations were soldiers on leave. See section 6.2 
®Rdhytqd ne lhkhs`qx b`oshudr¯- 
444 Al Jazeera, ϝжϠЛІ ϣтϼϲ ХтϼА пЯК ϣвϸЧϦв ϣЪϼЛв иϺк :ϢϼтϾϮЯЮ Ѐϝвϲ ϣЪϼϲЮ сЂϝтЂЮϜ ϞϦЪвЮϜ ЀтϚϼ ϞϚϝж Z®Cdotsx gd`c ne G`l`r­r onkhshb`k atqd`t sn @k
I`yddq`9 Sghr hr `m `cu`mbdc a`sskd nm sgd o`sg sn ntq odnokd­r eqddcnl¯\+ 01 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International).  
445 G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®Ntq M`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(+ oo- 6-8. 

https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/2025-01-25/ty-article-magazine/00000194-83dd-dbbb-abf4-dbfd032d0000
https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/2025-01-25/ty-article-magazine/00000194-83dd-dbbb-abf4-dbfd032d0000
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-22/ty-article-magazine/hostages-held-by-hamas-the-names-of-those-abducted-from-israel/0000018b-55f8-d5d2-afef-d5fdd04e0000
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-22/ty-article-magazine/hostages-held-by-hamas-the-names-of-those-abducted-from-israel/0000018b-55f8-d5d2-afef-d5fdd04e0000
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-22/ty-article-magazine/hostages-held-by-hamas-the-names-of-those-abducted-from-israel/0000018b-55f8-d5d2-afef-d5fdd04e0000
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/hostages-and-missing-persons-report
https://www.idf.il/%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%94/
https://laad.btl.gov.il/Web/He/TerrorVictims/Page/Default.aspx?ID=44071
https://www.kan.org.il/lobby/kidnapped
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M&rco=1
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site and surrounding areas as they tried to hide or flee. Amnesty International also documented evidence 
that assailants in civilian clothing, whose affiliation, if any, the organization could not determine, abducted 
civilians while operating alongside fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades. 

Hamas also defended its actions on 7 October 2023 by noting that all Israeli adults are subject to mandatory 
military service, implicitly questioning the civilian status of Israeli adults in general.446 While a small number 
of people seized in civilian locations may have been soldiers on leave, the overwhelming majority were 
civilians. 

6.1.1 CIVILIAN COMMUNITIES 
Palestinian assailants took civilian hostages from multiple kibbutzim and other civilian communities near the 
Gaza perimeter fence. In some places, they took two or three generations of people from the same family 
hostage. They also took young children hostage immediately after their parents were killed. Many of those 
captured from civilian homes were hiding in their safe rooms and forced out. Amnesty International verified 
visual evidence and received testimonies about the abduction of at least 37 civilians from kibbutzim.  

JEWISH ISRAELIS 
Most of the civilians abducted from civilian communities were Jewish Israelis.  

Shoshan Haran, the founder and president of Fair Planet, an Israeli development NGO, and a member of 
Women Wage Peace, a grassroots peace movement, was taken hostage with six other members of her family 
and held hostage by Hamas.447 Rgnrg`m+ vgn khudc hm Ad­dqh `mc v`r `fdc 56 `s sgd shld+ snkc @lmdrsx
International that, after receiving a WhatsApp message at 6.29`l v`qmhmf ne ®`m hmehksq`shnm ne sdqqnqhrsr¯ hmsn
the kibbutz, she sheltered in her safe room with members of her family who were visiting for the Jewish 
holidays. They included her daughter Adi Shoham, a 38-year-nkc orxbgnknfhrs+ `mc @ch­r gtra`mc+ 27-year-
nkc S`k Rgng`l+ vgn vnqjdc enq ` rnk`q dmdqfx bnlo`mx- Sgdx `krn hmbktcdc @ch­r `mc S`k­rchildren, Naveh 
Rgng`l `mc X`gdk Rgng`l+ `fdc dhfgs `mc sgqdd qdrodbshudkx+ `r vdkk `r Rgnrg`m­r 41-year-old sister-in-
k`v+ Rg`qnm @uhfcnqh+ `mc Rg`qnm­r 01-year-old daughter, Noam Avigdori. Her husband, Avshalom Haran, 
the 66-year-nkc bg`hq ne sgd jhaatsy­r atrhmdrr nodq`shnmr+ qdl`hmdc ntsrhcd sgd r`ed qnnl vhsg ` jmhed+
prepared to defend his family.  

Shoshan said:  

®@qntmc 7`l+ vd rs`qsdc gd`qhmf rgntsr hm @q`ahb+ `mc ftmr rgnnshmf `mc fqdm`cdr adhmf sgqnvm `qntmc tr `mc
fdsshmf bknrdq- S`k ldrr`fdc lx gtra`mc `mc r`hc+ ¬Bnld sn sgd r`ed qnnl `r ` jmhed vnm­s oqnsdbs tr ­ @urg`knl
came to the safe room, and he and Tal were reinforcing the handle of the safe room door while the rest of us hid 
under the beds. The terrorists entered our house and shot through the safe room door. We saw the bullets come 
sgqntfg sgd cnnq+ ats sgdx vdqdm­s `akd sn aqd`j hm- Sgdm sgd sdqqnqhsts went out, and we thought for a moment 
that maybe we were saved. But instead, they brought a bulldozer to the house to force open the safe room 
window. They managed to force apart two sections of the metal window. Tal and my husband realized the 
sdqqnqhrsr bntkc d`rhkx sgqnv ` fqdm`cd sgqntfg sgd f`o adsvddm sgd vhmcnv­r lds`k o`mdkr: sgd ro`bd v`r vhcd
enough and the terrorists had grenades. At that point, we gave ourselves up and surrendered.¯448 

Shoshan told Amnesty International that the armed men took her husband, Avshalom, and her son-in-law, 
Tal, first. It was the last time she saw her husband. Shortly after this, they pulled Shoshan, Adi, Sharon and 
the three children ± Naveh, Yahel and Noam ± through the window. Outside, armed men surrounded them, 
rgntshmf ®ihg`c+ ihg`c¯- Nmd rgntsdc `s sgdl hm Dmfkhrg+ ®Vnldm+ bghkcqdm+ s`jd- Ldm+ annl-annl-¯ Rgd
said the armed men abducted them from the kibbutz at approximately 10.30am and then took them to 
Gaza.  

Shoshan, Adi, Naveh, Yahel, Sharon and Noam were held in Gaza until 25 November 2023. Shoshan said 
sg`s+ ctqhmf sgd ®gnqqhexhmf 4/ c`xr ne b`oshuhsx¯+ sgdx vdqd lnudc adsvddm entq `o`qsldmsr ax sgdhq G`l`r
captors.449 Shoshan said she knew they were from Hamas, as when she and her family arrived in Gaza after 
sgdhq `actbshnm eqnl Ad­dqh+ sgdx vdqd enqbdc sn l`jd ` uhcdn hm vghbg sgdx vdqd snkc sn r`x sgdx vdqd

 
446 G`l`r Ldch` Neehbd+ ®Ntq M`qq`shud£ Nodq`shnm @k-@pr` Eknnc¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(+ o- 8- 
447 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025. 
448 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025. See also Shoshan Haran, Presentation to the UN Security Council, 16 May 
2024, shared by Shoshan Haran with Amnesty International on 17 September 2024 and available at: DaJobnik+ ®Jhcm`oodc ax G`l`r9 Cq-
Rgnrg`m G`q`m­r g`qqnvhmf sdrshlnmx `s sgd TM¯+ 07 L`x 1/13+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD02WGqqOYU 
449 LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD02WGqqOYU
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hostages of Hamas.450 She was also able to speak at length in English to one of her captors, who told her he 
was with Hamas. He warned her that, if she and her relatives were released, they should leave Israel, as 
there would be further and more powerful attacks like the one on 7 October 2023. Shoshan told Amnesty 
International that the men holding her would routinely make calls to an unknown individual whom she 
presumed to be a commanddq sn qdonqs nm gdq e`lhkx­r rs`str- Rgd `krn r`hc+ `esdq 38 c`xr ne b`oshuhsx+ `
man who said he was holding Tal came to the apartment in which she and her family were being detained, 
informed them Tal was still alive and passed news of their status back to Tal.451  

Tal was held hostage separately until he was released on 22 February 2025, after 505 days in captivity. He 
spent eight and a half months of that time held in a tunnel.452 Hs v`r nmkx `esdq Rgnrg`m­r qdkd`rd sg`s rgd
kd`qms sgd e`sd ne gdq gtra`mc+ @urg`knl G`q`m+ `mc nsgdq e`lhkx ldladqr- Rgd r`hc9 ®Lx gtra`mc v`r
murdered after we were forced out of the safe room, as were my sister [60-year-old Lilach Kipnis], my 
brother-in-law [Eviatar Kipni] and his carer [42-year-old Paul Vincent Castelvi, a Filipino national], who also 
khudc hm lx jhaatsy-¯453 When Amnesty International spoke to Shoshan in July 2025, around 18 months after 
she had been released, she described the difficulty of putting her life back together after the attack, and said 
rgd g`c mns xds qdstqmdc sn Ad­dqh- 

Sghqsx odnokd vdqd s`jdm gnrs`fd eqnl Ad­dqh-454 @ uhcdn udqhehdc ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k eqnl Ad­dqh rgnvr
a woman, 56-year-old Raz Ben Ami, being forced to walk out of the kibbutz through the breached fence 
surrounding it.455 She is wearing pyjamas, is barefoot and is surrounded by a group of men, some of whom 
are dressed in civilian clothing and some of whom are armed fighters of unclear affiliation. Raz was released 
on 29 November 2023.456 She later said that she and her husband were abducted from their safe room.457 In 
an image reviewed by Amnesty International that she identified in a media report as being of her husband, 
55-year-old Ohad Ben Ami, he is seen in a T-shirt and boxer shorts, flanked by two armed fighters of 
unknown affiliation.458 Nmd ne Q`y `mc Ng`c­r c`tfgsdqr+ Dkk` Adm @lh+ bnlltmhb`sdc vhsg @lmdrsx
Hmsdqm`shnm`k ` lnmsg `esdq gdq o`qdmsr­ `actbshnm+ bnmehqlhmf sgdhq `actbshnm eqnl sgdhq gnld hm Ad­dqh `mc
q`hrhmf bnmbdqmr hm o`qshbtk`q `ants gdq lnsgdq­r gd`ksg-459 Ng`c+ cdrbqhadc `r sgd jhaatsy­r `bbntms`ms+460 
was released on 8 February 2025 as part of the January-February 2025 hostage-prisoner exchange.461  

Four members of the Bibas family were taken hostage from Nir Oz: Shiri Bibas, her husband, Yarden Bibas, 
and their two young sons, Kfir and Ariel Bibas. In a video verified by Amnesty International, a group of men, 
including at least one fighter whose affiliation cannot be ascertained, other armed men and unarmed 
individuals in civilian clothing, are seen drilling into the front door of a house, likely in Nir Oz, seemingly to 
break in. Shiri is outside in the early morning,462 clutching her two children to her chest and draping what 
looks like a blanket around them while they are surrounded by armed men, some in civilian clothing and at 
least one possibly in military-style clothing.463 Amnesty International could not identify any affiliation these 
armed men had to specific Palestinian armed groups, if any. According to online reports, Shiri was a former 

 
450 This video has not been publicly released.  
451 They learnt after Tal was released that he had received this information.  
452 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025. 
453 Hmsdquhdv ax uhcdn b`kk vhsg Rgnrg`m G`q`m+ 8 Itkx 1/14- @urg`knl­r cd`sg v`r `krn vhcdkx qdonqsdc hm sgd Hrq`dkh ldch`- Rdd+ for 
dw`lokd+ G``qdsy+ ®Hrq`dk­r cd`c9 Sgd m`ldr ne sgnrd jhkkdc hm G`l`r `ss`bjr+ l`rr`bqdr `mc sgd Hrq`dk-G`l`r v`q¯+ 08 Nbsnadq 2023, 
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-19/ty-article-magazine/israels-dead-the-names-of-those-killed-in-hamas-massacres-
and-the-israel-hamas-war/0000018b-325c-d450-a3af-7b5cf0210000 
454 Sghr hr `bbnqchmf sn sgd Hrq`dkh `qlx­r nodq`shnm`k hmudrshf`shnm hmsn sgd `ss`bj nm Ad­dqh- HCE+˧˶˞˟ ˳ˣ˟˧˵˟ ˟˶˵ˢ ˶˧˵˥˸ Z®Hmudrshf`shnm ne
sgd a`sskd `s Jhaatsy Ad­dqh¯\+https://www.idf.il/˧ ˶˞˟- ˳ ˣ˟˧˵˟ -˟˶ ˵-s˶ ˧˵˥˸/˸ˣ˟˶˵ˢ- ˧ ˶˧˵˥˸/˫˧˧˰˴˟ˬˢ-˫ ˧˶˧˵˥˸ˢ-6-0/ /˸ˣˡ˧˥˧-˧ ˶˸˞ (in Hebrew, 
accessed on 7 March 2025). Some other sources mention 31 hostages.  
455 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 23 October 2023 and held on file by 
Amnesty International- Q`y Adm @lh hcdmshehdc gdqrdke hm ` qdbnqcdc otakhb dudms `r sgd vnl`m hm sghr hl`fd- Rdd Xhrqndk Qnkk+ ®H `l Q`y
Adm @lh- H v`r jhcm`oodc eqnl Jhaatsy Ad­dqh nm Nbsnadq 6sg- H v`r qdkd`rdc `esdq 43 c`xr-¯+ 5 Cdbdladq 1/13+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq8RTRrXPMQ 
456 LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
457 Qdbnqcdc otakhb dudms- Rdd Xhrqndk Qnkk+ ®H `l Q`y Adm @lh- H v`r jhcm`oodc eqnl Jhaatsy Ad­dqh nm Nbsnadq 6sg- H v`r qdkd`rdd after 
43 c`xr-¯ (previously cited). 
458 Qdbnqcdc otakhb dudms- Rdd Xhrqndk Qnkk+ ®H `l Q`y Adm @lh¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
459 See Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk.NOS9 G`l`r `mc nsgdq `qldc fqntor ltrs qdkd`rd bhuhkh`m gnrs`fdr `mc sqd`s `kk b`oshudr gtl`mdkx¯+
7 November 2023, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-release-civilian-
hostages-and-treat-all-captives-humanely  
@mnsgdq ne Q`y `mc Ng`c­r c`tfgsdqr+Yuli Ben Ami, spoke to the media about the abduction. See, for example, i24News report, 22 
Nbsnadq 1/12+ `u`hk`akd `s9 h13Mdvr+ W onrs9 ®Sălnhfm`fd 9 rdr cdtw o`qdmsr+ ns`fdr ú F`y`¯ Z®Sdrshlnmx9 Ansg o`qdmsr gdkc gnstage in 
F`y`¯\+ 11 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://x.com/i24NEWS_FR/status/1716155340956336460 (in French). 
460 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ ` rs`sdldms ax sgd TJ aq`mbg ne sgd Gnrs`fdr `mc Lhrrhmf E`lhkhdr Enqtl- aqhmfgnldmnv^tj+ Hmrs`fq`l onrs ®Nhad 
Adm @lh '44(¯+ 7 Itmd 1/13+https://www.instagram.com/bringhomenow_uk/p/C7-JIrSNdLR/?img_index=1 
461 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited); LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(.  
462 Amnesty International deduced the approximate time based on its analysis of the position of the sun and the positioning and size of the 
shadows visible in the image.  
463 Video posted on the website https://www.hamas-massacre.net on an unknown date and held on file by Amnesty International. 

https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-19/ty-article-magazine/israels-dead-the-names-of-those-killed-in-hamas-massacres-and-the-israel-hamas-war/0000018b-325c-d450-a3af-7b5cf0210000
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretz-explains/2023-10-19/ty-article-magazine/israels-dead-the-names-of-those-killed-in-hamas-massacres-and-the-israel-hamas-war/0000018b-325c-d450-a3af-7b5cf0210000
https://www.idf.il/אתרי-יחידות/7-10-התחקירים-המבצעיים/תחקירי-הקרבות/תחקיר-הקרב-בקיבוץ-בארי
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq8RTRrXPMQ
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-release-civilian-hostages-and-treat-all-captives-humanely/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-release-civilian-hostages-and-treat-all-captives-humanely/
https://x.com/i24NEWS_FR/status/1716155340956336460
https://www.instagram.com/bringhomenow_uk/p/C7-JIrSNdLR/?img_index=1
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/
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education worker and bookkeeper, and was aged 32 at the time of her abduction.464 The two children were 
reported as aged four and 10 months.465 One of the men surrounding them can be heard in the video telling 
ehfgsdqr hm O`kdrshmh`m @q`ahb sn oqnsdbs gdq adb`trd rgd hr ` vnl`m `mc ®sn s`jd gdq `khud¯- Rghqh `mc sgd
two children are later seen in two videos under the control of a group of men, one of whom is armed, forcing 
them into a car.466 The videos, which were verified by Amnesty International, were released by the Israeli 
military, which stated that it obtained them, during military operations, from footage recorded on surveillance 
cameras on an outpost in the city of Khan Younis, in Gaza, belonging to the Mujahideen Brigades, the 
military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement.467 A man reported to be a field commander in the 
Mujahideen Brigades was filmed by Middle East Eye saying that the Mujahideen Brigades had held Shiri and 
her two children together in Gaza.468  

Hm `mnsgdq uhcdn udqhehdc ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ Rghqh­r gtra`mc+ X`qcdm Aha`r+ hr rddm nm sgd a`bj ne `
motorcycle with three armed men, including one driving it, in civilian clothing in Gaza.469 Yarden has blood 
on his face and hands. He is reported in the media to have been a welder.470 In November 2023, a 
recording of Yarden was released by Hamas, showing him in their custody.471 In the video, which was 
reviewed by Amnesty International, he is visibly distraught.472 Captions in Arabic at the start of the video say 
that Shiri Bibas and her two children were killed by Israeli air strikes. Yarden then addresses Israeli Prime 
Lhmhrsdq Admi`lhm Mds`mx`gt+ trhmf ghr mhbjm`ld9 ®Ahah+ xnt anladc lx e`lhkx+ xnt jhkkdc lx vhed `mc lx
bghkcqdm+ `kk sg`s H g`c hm khed-¯473 He then pleads for their bodies to be returned home. Yarden was released 
on 1 February 2025. The bodies of Shiri and their two children were returned to Israel on 20 and 21 
February 2025.474 Yarden has, since his release, stated publicly that he, his wife and two children had been 
sheltering in their safe room when their home was attacked and they were abducted.475 

Dozens of other people were abducted from Nir Oz.476 A 49-year-old teacher, Liat Atzili, described to 
Amnesty International being taken hostage from this kibbutz. She said she hid in her safe room while the 
kibbutz was attacked and that at first some people in civilian clothing came and opened the safe room door, 
asked her for money and left when she said she did not have any. They were soon, however, followed by 
`qldc ldm- Rgd r`hc9 ®Svn odnokd `qqhudc+ `qldc+ hm tmhenql+ `mc sgdx nodmdc sgd cnnq- Sgdx jhcm`oodc
me. I walked around the house a little bit, tgdx kds ld s`jd sghmfr-¯ Rgd r`hc sg`s rgd v`r s`jdm hm ` udghbkd
with another person from the kibbutz,477 but was separated from this person on arrival in Gaza. She told 
Amnesty International that guards holding her told her that they were members of Hamas, and recounted 
being visited by other Hamas members during her time in captivity, whom she understood to be more senior 
`mc ®cnhmf sgd qntmcr adsvddm `o`qsldmsr¯ vgdqd gnrs`fdr vdqd adhmf gdkc- Rgd cdrbqhadc adhmf lnudc
between apartments several times, seeing two Thai hostages being handcuffed and taken out of one 
apartment, and being held with another Israeli hostage for a time. She also described being questioned by a 
man she was told by other guards was a more senior Hamas member and asked about any military affiliation 
she might have. Liat was released on 29 November 2023.478 

Four members of the Angel family were also abducted from Nir Oz.479 According to accounts from their 
family members recorded by the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, Kan, 54-year-old Ronen Angel and 
51-year-old Karina Angel were taken from their home in the morning of 7 October 2023 and their two 

 
464 See, for example, Blue Ribbons for Life, Shiri Bibas, updated on 22 February 2025, https://www.blueribbons.life/families/shiri-bibas 
465 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).  
466 Two videos and a montage of screenshots posted by the IDF on X on 19 February 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
467 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Aha`r e`lhkx gnodr mdv uhcdn ne jhcm`oodc lnl `mc jhcr ¬rgnbjr vnqkc­ hmsn `bshnm¯+ 1/ Edbruary 
2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/bibas-family-hopes-new-video-of-kidnapped-mom-and-kids-shocks-world-into-action 
468 Lhcckd D`rs Dxd+ E`bdannj onrs9 ®Lti`ghcddm Aqhf`cdr9 Hrq`dkh `hqrsqhjd jhkkdc Rghqh Aha`r `mc gdq bghkcqdm¯+ 1/ Edaqt`qx 1/15, 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2070060606776118 
469 Video posted by Kan news on X on 17 April 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
470 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ G``qdsy+ ®Nedq J`kcdqnm+ X`qcdm Aha`r `mc Jdhsg Rhdfdk qdkd`rdc eqnl G`l`r b`oshuhsx `esdq 373 c`xr¯+ 20 I`nuary 
2025, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-01-31/ty-article/.premium/these-are-the-israeli-hostages-set-to-be-released-by-hamas-on-
saturday/00000194-bb5f-d69b-a3b7-bb7f12d80000 
471 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®G`l`r qdkd`rdr oqno`f`mc` uhcdn qdf`qchmf sgd Aha`r e`lhkx¯+ 2/ Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-releases-propaganda-video-regarding-the-bibas-family 
472 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades, posted by ABNA24 on its website on 7 January 2024 and held 
on file by Amnesty International. 
473 Translation from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty International. 
474 Rdd rdbshnm 4-2 ®Jhkkhmf ne gnrs`fdr hm F`y`¯- 
475 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Rjx Mdvr+ ®Sgntr`mcr khmd rsqddsr hm Hrq`dk enq Aha`r e`lhkx etmdq`k oqnbdrrhnm¯+ 15 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://news.sky.com/story/thousands-line-streets-in-israel-for-bibas-family-funeral-procession-13317329  
476 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).  
477 Name withheld but held on file by Amnesty International. 
478 Interview in person with Liat Atzili, 8 September 2024 (translations from the original Hebrew into English by Amnesty International). See 
also LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
479 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). 

https://www.blueribbons.life/families/shiri-bibas
https://www.timesofisrael.com/bibas-family-hopes-new-video-of-kidnapped-mom-and-kids-shocks-world-into-action/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2070060606776118
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-01-31/ty-article/.premium/these-are-the-israeli-hostages-set-to-be-released-by-hamas-on-saturday/00000194-bb5f-d69b-a3b7-bb7f12d80000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-01-31/ty-article/.premium/these-are-the-israeli-hostages-set-to-be-released-by-hamas-on-saturday/00000194-bb5f-d69b-a3b7-bb7f12d80000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-releases-propaganda-video-regarding-the-bibas-family
https://news.sky.com/story/thousands-line-streets-in-israel-for-bibas-family-funeral-procession-13317329
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daughters, Yuval Angel and Mika Angel, aged 11 and 18 respectively, were taken shortly afterwards.480 Four 
uhcdnr vdqd onrsdc nm Qnmdm­r E`bdannj `bbntms+ rddlhmfkx s`jdm nm ghr ognmd+ rgnvhmf sgd rbdmdr ne sgd
destruction of the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, close to Nir Oz, at around 12pm on 7 October 2023.481 
Karina, Yuval and Mika were released on 27 November 2023 after spending 52 days captive in Gaza.482 
Ronen was killed while in captivity; his body was returned as part of a hostage-prisoner exchange deal in 
October 2025.483 

Gabriela Leimberg, aged 60, and four of her family members were taken hostage from the kibbutz of Nir 
Yitzhak.484 Video verified by Amnesty International shows the moment Gabriela and her 17-year-old 
daughter, Mia Leimberg, were abducted and driven out of the kibbutz in a pickup truck, with two armed 
men sitting behind and one motorcycle in front of them.485 F`aqhdk`+ Lh` `mc F`aqhdk`­r rhrsdq+ Bk`q`
Marman, were released on 28 November 2023 in a hostage-prisoner exchange,486 ats F`aqhdk`­r `mc Bk`q`­r
brother, Fernando Marman, and 70-year-old Luis Har+ Bk`q`­r o`qsmdq+ qdl`hmdc hm b`oshuhsx hm F`y`-487 They 
were rescued by the Israeli military on 12 February 2024 in an operation that killed around 100 
Palestinians.488  

PALESTINIAN OR BEDOUIN CITIZENS OF ISRAEL 
While most of the people taken hostage from civilian communities were Jewish Israelis, Palestinian assailants 
also abducted seven Palestinian or Bedouin citizens of Israel (or their bodies).489 They included four 
members of the same family of Bedouin citizens of Israel, who lived in an unrecognized Bedouin village in 
the Negev/Naqab region of southern Israel: 53-year-old Youssef Zayadna and his four children, 21-year-old 
Hamza Zayadna, 17-year-old Aisha Zayadna and 18-year-old Bilal Zayadna.490 They were abducted from 
Holit, where Youssef was working in farming.491 Aisha and Bilal were released on 30 November 2023.492 The 
bodies of Youssef and Hamza were retrieved by the Israeli military from Gaza on 7 January 2025.493 Amnesty 
International was not able to determine the circumstances of their deaths. A family member of theirs, Salem 
Naif, who was also working that day in another part of the same kibbutz and had brought his two children 
with him, described to Amnesty International how fighters captured him and his children when they attacked 
the kibbutz and tried to take him and his children hostage. He said he and his children managed to 
escape.494 

 
480 Kan, Nir Oz: Angel Family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nir-oz/angel (accessed on 10 April 2025). See also Mapping the Massacre, 
Yuval Engel, https://oct7map.com/YuvalEngel (accessed on 10 April 2025). 
481 J`m+ Mhq Ny9 @mfdk E`lhkx 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- Sgd rdbnmc ®rsnqx¯ onrsdc `qntmc 01ol bnms`hmr `kk entq uhcdnr-Amnesty International 
deduced the approximate time based on its analysis of the positioning and size of the shadows visible in the videos.  
482 Xmds+ ®J`qhm` Dmfdk jdos lnrskx `o`qs eqnl c`tfgsdqr ctqhmf b`oshuhsx¯+ 18 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/sj6e2cvb6  
483 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). Conflicting accounts indicate that Ronen Angel was killed by either an Israeli air strike or 
his captors. Amnesty International g`r mns addm `akd sn bnqqnanq`sd dhsgdq `bbntms- Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ @m`cnkt @fdmbx+ ®@k P`rr`l
Aqhf`cdr qdud`kr hcdmshshdr ne entq Hrq`dkh gnrs`fdr jhkkdc hm ` rsqhjd¯+ 8 L`qbg 1/13+https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/al-qassam-
brigades-reveal-identities-of-4-israeli-hostages-killed-in-gaza-airstrikes/3160375: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Qnmdm Dmfdk+ 439 Ognsnfq`ogdq+ c`c vgn
v`r ¬`kv`xr rlhkhmf­¯+ 01 Cdbdladq 1/12 (updated 22 October 2025), https://www.timesofisrael.com/ronen-engel-54-photographer-dad-
who-was-always-smiling 
484 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited); LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
485 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 6 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
F`aqhdk` hcdmshehdr gdqrdke `mc Lh` `r sgd odnokd hm sgd uhcdn hm ` ldch` hmsdquhdv- h13Mdvr+ ®F`aqhdk` Kdhladqf+ gdq c`tfgsdr Mia, and 
sgdhq cnf Adkk`9 Qdkd`rdc gnrs`fdr s`kj `ants b`oshuhsx¯+ 00 Edaqt`qx 1/13+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YuuKvSn8TQ 
486 LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
487 Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Enqldq gnrs`fd qdekdbsr nm khed onrs-b`oshuhsx+ nmd xd`q `esdq gdq qdkd`rd¯+ 14 Mnudladq 1/13+
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-reflects-on-life-post-captivity-one-year-after-her-release  
488 See Amnesty International+ ®Hrq`dk.NOS9 G`l`r `mc nsgdq `qldc fqntor ltrs hlldch`sdkx qdkd`rd bhuhkh`mr gdkc gnrs`fd hm F`y`¯+ 01
July 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-immediately-release-civilians-
held-hostage-in-gaza  
489 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). Amnesty International has received testimony or spoken to people confirming the 
abduction of five of these individuals.  
490 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Alziadana family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/alziadana (accessed 13 
May 2025). 
491 Interview in person with Salem Naif, 5 August 2024; Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). 
492 Interview in person with worker at Holit (name withheld), 5 August 2024; LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯
(previously cited). 
493 AAB+ ®Hrq`dkh lhkhs`qx r`xr ancx ne Adcnthm gnrs`fd entmc hm F`y`¯+ 7 I`mt`qx 1/14+
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqohttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqo: Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®HCE bnmehqlr cd`sg ne
gnrs`fd G`ly` Yhx`cmd+ c`x `esdq e`sgdq Xntrrde k`hc sn qdrs¯+ 0/ I`mt`qx 1/14+https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-confirms-death-of-
hostage-hamza-ziyadne-day-after-father-youssef-laid-to-rest; Shldr ne Hrq`dk+ ®Ancx ne ltqcdqdc G`l`r gnrs`fd G`ly` Yhx`cmd qdstqmdc
sn Hrq`dk `mc hcdmshehdc¯+ 08 I`mt`qx 1/14+https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-hamza-ziyadne-rahat-resident-working-in-kibbutz-
holit 
Rdd `krn Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®Vgn Hr E`qg`m `k-P`ch+ sgd Qdrbtdc Gnrs`fd>¯+ 16 @tftrs 1/13+
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/world/middleeast/who-is-qaid-farhan-al-qadi-israel-hostage.html  
494 Interview in person with Salem Naif, 5 August 2024.  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-louis-har-and-fernando-marman/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nir-oz/angel
https://oct7map.com/YuvalEngel
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/sj6e2cvb6
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/al-qassam-brigades-reveal-identities-of-4-israeli-hostages-killed-in-gaza-airstrikes/3160375
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/al-qassam-brigades-reveal-identities-of-4-israeli-hostages-killed-in-gaza-airstrikes/3160375
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ronen-engel-54-photographer-dad-who-was-always-smiling/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ronen-engel-54-photographer-dad-who-was-always-smiling/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YuuKvSn8TQ&ab_channel=i24NEWSEnglish
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-reflects-on-life-post-captivity-one-year-after-her-release/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-immediately-release-civilians-held-hostage-in-gaza/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-immediately-release-civilians-held-hostage-in-gaza/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/alziadana
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqo
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-confirms-death-of-hostage-hamza-ziyadne-day-after-father-youssef-laid-to-rest
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-confirms-death-of-hostage-hamza-ziyadne-day-after-father-youssef-laid-to-rest
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-hamza-ziyadne-rahat-resident-working-in-kibbutz-holit
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-hamza-ziyadne-rahat-resident-working-in-kibbutz-holit
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/world/middleeast/who-is-qaid-farhan-al-qadi-israel-hostage.html
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FOREIGN NATIONALS 
Palestinian assailants abducted at least 35 people (or their bodies) who were not Israeli citizens.495 Most of 
these individuals were workers on short-term labour visas or agricultural students. Thirty-two were from 
Thailand, at least one was from Nepal, one was from the Philippines and one was from Tanzania.496 Those 
abducted were primarily men, but also included a Thai woman.497  

 

 

Sghr rshkk eqnl BBSU enns`fd s`jdm ax ` b`ldq` `s sgd dmsq`mbd sn Qd­hl `s `qntmc 7-04`l nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/12 rgnvr `qldc ehfgsdrs, some of whom are from 
the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr+ enqbhmf ldm cnvm ` qn`c hm Qd­hl- Rnld ne sgd ldm vdqd hcdmshehdc `r Sg`h m`shnm`ls. 

A Thai agricultural worker (name withheld at his request) told Amnesty International that he and five other 
Sg`h ldm vdqd `ss`bjdc ax `ants 0/ ehfgsdqr hm Qd­hl vghkd rgdksdqhmf hm ` atmjdq hm sgd d`qkx lnqmhmf ne 6
Nbsnadq 1/12- Gd r`hc9 ®@qldc ldm dmsdqdd the bunker, pointed guns at us and forced us all to leave. We 
vdqd hmrsqtbsdc `s ftmonhms sn enql ` khmd `mc v`kj snv`qcr ` udghbkd-¯ Gd dwok`hmdc sg`s `m Hrq`dkh l`m
'm`ld vhsggdkc( v`r `krn s`jdm gnrs`fd vhsg sgdl eqnl Qd­hl+ rn rdudm odnokd hm `kk vdqe taken. A video 
verified by Amnesty International, filmed around 8.15am, shows six armed fighters, some of whom are from 
the Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr+ enqbhmf to sn ehud ldm hm bhuhkh`m bknsghmf cnvm ` qn`c hm Qd­hl-498 The Thai 
agricultural worker interviewed by Amnesty International said that, while he and other abductees were 
®bnlokxhmf vhsgnts qdrhrs`mbd¯ `mc `ants sn fds hmsn sgd udghbkd+ svn ne sgd Sg`h ldm vdqd rgns `mc jhkkdc-499 

He learnt that the bodies of the two victims were later repatriated to Thailand.500  

He said that the group of surviving Thai men and the Israeli man were taken to a tunnel in Gaza, where he 
said he was held in different locations within the tunnel until he was released on 25 November 2023. A 
photograph released with the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades shows five men 

 
495 According to Haaretz, at least 35 foreign nationals were abducted. A small number of them, however, may have been killed already. 
Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). Amnesty International has verified images and received testimony confirming the abduction of 
five people who were not Israeli citizens. 
496 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). See also Sg`hk`mc+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Sgd Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr­r rs`sdldms
nm sgd qdkd`rd ne sgd gnrs`fdr+ s`jdm `r ` qdrtks ne sgd uhnkdmbd hm Hrq`dk `mc F`y`¯+ 10 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/statement-first-hostage-releases-2: Sg`hk`mc+ Lhmhrsqx ne Enqdhfm @ee`hqr+ ®Bnmfq`stk`snqx Rs`sdldms nm sgd
Entqsg `mc Ehesg Qdkd`rd ne Sg`h gnrs`fdr¯+ 2/ Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/pr301123-2; Nepal, Ministry of Foreign 
@ee`hqr+ ®Oqdrr Qdkd`rd nm qdkd`rd ne gnrs`fdr¯+ 16 Nbsnadq 1/12+https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-release-of-hostages; Philippine 
Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®CE@ Hrq`dk adkhdudr 0 ne 1 lhrrhmf Ehkhohmnr ¬khjdkx­ gdkc gnrs`fd¯+ 14 Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1212533: `mc D`rs @eqhb`m+ ®Rstcdms `actbsdc ax G`l`r hr cd`c+ S`my`mh` r`xr¯+ 07 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/tanzania-says-student-abducted-by-hamas-is-dead--4437852 
497 Rjx Mdvr+ ®Sg`h lnsgdq cdrbqhadr ¬hmcdrbqha`akd r`cmdrr­ `r G`l`r gnkcr gdq c`tfgsdq b`oshud¯+ 12 Mnudladq 1/12+
https://news.sky.com/story/thai-mother-describes-indescribable-sadness-as-hamas-holds-her-daughter-captive-13013824  
498 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. The 
uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs`lodc BBSU enns`fd `mc+ `s sgd rs`qs+ chrok`xr sgd c`sd `mc shld `r ®/6-10-1/12 /7903931¯, which is consistent with 
Amnesty International­r `m`kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf `mc rhyd ne sgd rg`cnvr uhrhakd hm hs. 
499 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-8 ®Qd­hl¯- 
500 Interview by voice call with Thai agricultural worker (name withheld), 6 March 2025 (translation from the original Thai into English by 
Amnesty International). 

https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/statement-first-hostage-releases-2
https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/pr301123-2
https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-release-of-hostages/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1212533
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/tanzania-says-student-abducted-by-hamas-is-dead--4437852
https://news.sky.com/story/thai-mother-describes-indescribable-sadness-as-hamas-holds-her-daughter-captive-13013824
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handcuffed and held at gunpoint by fighters from the Al-Qassam Brigades.501 He said it was taken of his 
group on one of the first few days after they were taken into the tunnel.502  

On 16 October 2023, Abu Obaida, the military spokesperson of the Al-Qassam Brigades, confirmed that 
O`kdrshmh`m `qldc fqntor vdqd gnkchmf hmchuhct`kr ne enqdhfm m`shnm`khshdr vgn ®vdqd aqntfgs hm ctqhmf sgd
a`sskd¯+ `cchmf+ ®Vd bnmrhcdq sgdl sn ad ntq ftdrsr `mc dmcd`untq sn oqnsdbs sgdl£ Sgd lnldms ehdkc
bnmchshnmr odqlhs sgdhq qdkd`rd+ vd vhkk cn sghr adb`trd vd cn mns g`ud `mx oqnakdl vhsg sgdl-¯503  

On 2 December 2023, Saleh Al-Arouri, then Deputy Head of the Political Bureau of Hamas, rs`sdc+ ®Sgd
foreign prisoners arrived in Gaza on 7 October were not a target and we are ready to release them without 
exchange-¯504  

On 20 October 2023, Hamas unconditionally released two US citizens, Judith Raanan and her daughter 
Natalie Raanan, stating that it was a gesture to their government.505 However, no other foreign or dual 
nationals were released before late November 2023. That month, as part of the first hostage-prisoner 
exchange, three dual nationals of Israel and Russia and 24 other foreign nationals were released.506 Five Thai 
nationals were held until January or February 2025, when they were released as part of a second deal. The 
body of one Thai hostage, Nattapong Pinta, was retrieved by Israeli security forces in June 2025,507 and that 
of another, Sonthaya Oakkharasri, was returned as part of a third deal in October 2025.508 The body of Bipin 
Joshi, a Nepalese hostage, was returned as part of the October 2025 deal. While there had reportedly been 
no sign of life from him since November 2023, his family and many others had been holding out hope he 
was alive.509  

According to media reports, the release of at least some of the foreign nationals during the deals was outside 
the terms of the agreements reached.510 As the foreign nationals abducted on 7 October 2023 were seized 
and then not released at the first available opportunity, Amnesty International assumes that Palestinian 
armed groups sought to exchange them for political concessions, even if they were unsuccessful at this. 

CHILDREN AND OLDER PEOPLE 
Palestinian assailants took hostage 36 children, including 15 boys and 21 girls, on 7 October 2023.511 Akk ne
sgdl vdqd rdhydc `khud-Bghkcqdm vdqd `actbsdc eqnl sgd jhaatsyhl ne Ad­dqh+ Gnkhs+ Je`q @yy`+ M`g`k Ny+ Mhq
Oz and Nir Yitzhak.512 Most of the children were Jewish Israelis, but at least one was a Bedouin citizen of 
Israel-513 Of these children, 16 were under the age of 10.514 All of the 36 children were released alive except 
for the Bibas children, mentioned above.  

 
501 Photograph bearing the logo of the Military Media of the Al-Qassam Brigades, posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report 
Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
502 Interview by voice call with Thai agricultural worker (name withheld), 6 March 2025. See also V`rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®Qdkd`rdc Sg`h gnrs`fd
qdb`kkr ghr shld hm G`l`r b`oshuhsx¯+ 6 Cdbdladq 1/12+https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/released-thai-hostage-recalls-his-time-
in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954-ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html  
503 Al Jazeera, аϝЂЧЮϜ ϞϚϝϦЪ аЂϝϠ рϼЪЂЛЮϜ ХАϝжЮϜ ϢϸтϠК мϠϒ ϣвЮ Ш Z®Roddbg ax @at Na`hc`+ sgd lhkhs`qx ronjdrl`m enq sgd P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr¯\+ 05
October 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDEihEszCg (translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). 
504 Al Jazeera, ϼϝжЮϜ ФыАш ЬвϝІ РЦмм дϜмϸЛЮϜ ̭ϝлϦжϜ пϦϲ ЬϸϝϠϦ ъ :ϢϼтϾϮЯЮ рϼмϼϝЛЮϜ ϱЮϝЊ Z®R`kdg `k-Arouri to Al Jazeera: No exchange until the end of the 
`ffqdrrhnm `mc ` bnloqdgdmrhud bd`rdehqd-¯\+ 1 Cdbdladq 1/12+https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5njcWNWejw (translation from the 
original Arabic into English by Amnesty International). 
505 V`rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®G`l`r snnj 140 gnrs`fdr eqnl Hrq`dk hmsn F`y`- Vgdqd `qd sgdx>¯+ toc`sdc 14 L`qbg 1/14+
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/hamas-hostages-israel-war-gaza: G``qdsy+ ®Svn @ldqhb`m gnrs`fdr qdkd`rdc eqnl
G`l`r b`oshuhsx+ vhsg P`s`qh ldch`shnm¯+ 1/ Nbsnadq 1/12+https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-10-20/ty-article/.premium/two-
american-hostages-released-from-hamas-captivity-with-qatari-mediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791; 
MAB Mdvr+ ®@m `qshrs `mc ` qdbdms GR fq`c9 Sgdrd `qd sgd svn @ldqhb`m Hrq`dkh gnrs`fdr qdkd`rdc ax G`l`r¯+ 1/ Nbsnadq 1/12+
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/judith-raanan-natalie-us-hamas-hostages-released-what-know-rcna121472 
506 V`rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®Vgdqd `qd sgdx>¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: G``qdsy ®Svn @ldqhb`m gnrs`fdr qdkd`rdc eqnl G`l`r b`oshuhsx+ vhsg P`sari 
ldch`shnm¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: V`rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®G`l`r qdkd`rd ne Qtrrh`m gnrs`fdr ghfgkhfgsr Otshm­r mdv Lhcd`rs rs`mbd¯+ 1December 
2023, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/02/russia-hamas-putin-hostages-israel 
507 NPR+ ®Hrq`dk r`xr hs g`r qdsqhdudc sgd ancx ne ` Sg`h gnrs`fd hm F`y`¯+ 6 Itmd 1/14+https://www.npr.org/2025/06/07/nx-s1-
5426563/gaza-thai-hostage-body-recovered 
508 Straits Times, ®Ancx ne Sg`h lhfq`ms gdkc hm F`y` qdstqmr gnld¯+ 12 Nbsnadq 1/14+https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/body-of-
thai-migrant-held-in-gaza-returns-home 
509 LRM Mdvr+ ®Family deeply concerned for hostage Bipin Joshi after recovery of slain Thai national¯+ 0/ Itmd 1/14+
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/family-deeply-concerned-for-hostage-bipin-joshi-after-recovery-of-slain-thai-national/ar-AA1GrwXm 
510 Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Idvhrg Mdvr Rxmchb`sd+ ®Sg`hr eqddc eqnl F`y` b`oshuhsx `qqhud gnld hm A`mfjnj¯+ 8 Edaqt`qx 1/14+
https://www.jns.org/thais-freed-from-gaza-captivity-arrive-home-in-bangkok  
511 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). See also MFA, ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr and lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-
Amnesty International has verified video or testimonial evidence about the abduction of nine of these children. 
512 Haaretz hostage database (previously cited); LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
513 Aisha Zayadna was 17 when she was seized with her father and two brothers in Holit. Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).  
514 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/released-thai-hostage-recalls-his-time-in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954-ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/released-thai-hostage-recalls-his-time-in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954-ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDEihEszCg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5njcWNWejw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/hamas-hostages-israel-war-gaza/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-10-20/ty-article/.premium/two-american-hostages-released-from-hamas-captivity-with-qatari-mediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-10-20/ty-article/.premium/two-american-hostages-released-from-hamas-captivity-with-qatari-mediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/judith-raanan-natalie-us-hamas-hostages-released-what-know-rcna121472
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/02/russia-hamas-putin-hostages-israel/
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/07/nx-s1-5426563/gaza-thai-hostage-body-recovered
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/07/nx-s1-5426563/gaza-thai-hostage-body-recovered
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/body-of-thai-migrant-held-in-gaza-returns-home
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/body-of-thai-migrant-held-in-gaza-returns-home
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/family-deeply-concerned-for-hostage-bipin-joshi-after-recovery-of-slain-thai-national/ar-AA1GrwXm
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/family-deeply-concerned-for-hostage-bipin-joshi-after-recovery-of-slain-thai-national/ar-AA1GrwXm
https://www.jns.org/thais-freed-from-gaza-captivity-arrive-home-in-bangkok/


 

TARGETING CIVILIANS  
MURDER, HOSTAGE-TAKING AND OTHER VIOLATIONS BY PALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA  

Amnesty International 106 

 

Ella and Dafna Elyakim, aged eight and 15 respectively, were taken to Gaza as hostages from the Nahal Oz 
without an accompanying adult after their father, Noam Elyakim, and his partner, Dikla Arava, were shot.515 
Sgdx vdqd vhsg sgdhq e`sgdq+ Chjk` `mc Chjk`­r rnm+ 06-year-old Tomer Arava, when their home was broken 
into by fighters, as shown in a video live-rsqd`ldc ax sgd `ss`bjdqr nm Chjk`­r ognmd `mc udqhehdc ax @lmdrsx
International.516 One fighter, who alternates between Arabic and English, says in the video, ®G`l`r­ J`s`­ib 
al-Qassam [Al-P`rr`l Aqhf`cdr\ gdqd¯- Noam, Dikla and Tomer were killed that day.517 Ella and Dafna were 
held hostage until 26 November 2023, when they were released and reunited with their mother.518 After the 
two girls were released, the Israeli military made public a video it reported finding in Gaza in which Ella and 
Dafna are seen standing by a Hamas flag, saying they are hostages of Hamas.519 

Erez Calderon, aged 11, was taken hostage from Nir Oz.520 A video verified by Amnesty International shows 
armed men in civilian clothing pushing him around the kibbutz on the morning of 7 October 2023.521 He 
appears to be alone, without any family members or an adult nearby. The person taking the video says in 
O`kdrshmh`m @q`ahb+ ®Sgnrd `qd xntmf rdsskdqr- S`jd sgdl --. Cnm­s gtqs sgdl Sqd`s sgdl vhrdkx ¯522 Erez said 
sg`s `ss`bjdqr aqnjd hmsn ghr e`lhkx­r gnld `mc snnj ghl+ ghr 06-year-old sister Sahar Calderon and their 53-

 
515 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).  
516 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and held on file by 
Amnesty International. 
517 Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-4 ®Nahal Oz̄ enq cds`hkr- 
518 LE@+ ®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: L`x``m^yhm^eqdd+ Hmrs`fq`l onrs9 ®Ehm`kkx qdtmited. It is 
qd`k-¯+ 15 Mnudladq 1/12+https://www.instagram.com/p/C0HxLAoNB9z/#  
519 Video posted by Ynet on its website on 19 May 2024 and held on file by Amnesty International. 
520 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). According to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he was aged 12 on release. MFA, 
®Rvnqcr ne Hqnm9 Gnrs`fdr `mc lhrrhmf odqrnmr qdonqs¯ 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(- 
521 Video posted on the website https://www.hamas-massacre.net on an unknown date and held on file by Amnesty International. Amnesty 
International deduced the approximate time to be between 9.30am and 11am based on its analysis of the position of the sun and the 
positioning and size of the shadows visible in the video.  
522 Translation from the original Arabic into English by Amnesty International.  

https://www.instagram.com/p/C0HxLAoNB9z/
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/



































































































































