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GLOSSARY

WORD

AL-QASSAM
BRIGADES

AL-QUDS
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AL-AQSA
L @QS XQR-
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ICRC
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IDF
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DESCRIPTION

The military wing of Hamas. Its full name is the Izz-@in AFQassam Brigades.

The military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad.

Formerly, the military wing of the Fatah political movement.

The Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories, a unit within the
Israeli Ministry of Defense tasked with administering civilian matters in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory.

An armed team responsible for security in kibbutzim, moshavim and other small
civilian communities. It is known akitat konenut (kitot konenutin the plural) in
Hebrew.

The International Criminal Court.

The International Court of Justice.

The International Committee of the Red Cross.

The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

Sgd Hrgq dk Cdedmrd Engbdr+ Hrq dk-r

International humanitarian law.

Hrg dk-r hmsdgm k rdbtqhsx °~ fdmbx-

The Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation.

The military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine.

Hrg dk-r Lhmhrsgx ne Engdhfm @ee hqi

The military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement.

The military wing of the Popular Resistance Committees.
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WORD
NATIONAL
RESISTANCE
BRIGADES
NCFM

NOVA FESTIVAL

OCHA
OHCHR

OPT

RAVSHATZ

ROME STATUTE
RPG

SRSGSVC

UN COMMISSION
OF INQUIRY
UNGA

UNSC

YAMAM
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DESCRIPTION

The military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestineisilso
known as the Omar AlQasem Forces.

Hrq dk-r M shnm k Bdmsdq ne Enqgdmr hl
An outdoor trance music festival, also known as the Supernova Sukkot Gatherir

which took place on 67 October 2023.
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Occupied Palestinian Territory, composed of the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem.

Sgd Gdaqgqdv ~bgnmxl eng ®bhuhkh™m
response squad who liaises with the local Israeli military presence.

rdil

The treaty that established the International Criminal Court.
A rocketpropelled grenade.

The Office of the Special Representative of the UN Secreta®gneral on Sexual
Violence in Conflict.

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel.

The UN General Assembly.
The UN Security Council.

The National CountefTerrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police.



1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

More than two years after the Hamaked attacks on southern Israel on 7 October 2023 and in the wake of

the release of all those seizedlive on that day, accounts of the actions of Palestinian armed groupsiring

the attacksand their subsequent treatment of those held in captivity in Gaza are still emergiSgirvivors of

the attacks, including those released from captivity, as well as the families of victims, continue to shed light
on their own experiences, while seeking justice and redress. Amnesty International hopes that the findings of
its investigationinto the attacks and the treatment of those held in captivity, as well as its legal determination
of the crimes committed, can support their efforts and contribute to thestablishment of the truth.

The attacks of 7 October 2023 and the subsequent holding of individuals in captivity were part of a non
international armed conflict between Palestinian armed groups and Israel. They took place against the

a bjcgqgqno ne Hr g dk-r «oupidd Patektidian Terdtooyt(Q@PT)sad thenwicespreadg d N
human rights violations perpetrated by Israeli forces against Palestinians, including the imposition of a

system of apartheid on Palestinians and the lorgtanding illegal blockade of Gaza since 2007.

In the wake of the 7 October 2023 attacks, Israel embarked on a military offensive on Gaza unprecedented
in magnitude, scale and duration, and intensified its illegal blockade on this part of the OPT. In December
2024, Amnesty International concluded thatsrael was committing genocide in Gaza. Its forces carried out
acts prohibited under the Genocide Convention, with the specific intent to physically destroy Palestinians in
Gaza. These acts included killings, causing serious bodily or mental harm and defidtely inflicting on
Palestinians in Gaza conditions of life calculated to bring about their physical destruction.

Hamas has claimed that its forces were not involved in the targeted killing, abduction or mistreatment of
civilians during the 70ctober 2023 attacks, that many civilians were killed by Israeli fire and that it did not
plan to take civilians hostage. Howexy, based on extensive video, testimonial and other evidence, Amnesty
International has concluded that, while some civilians were indeed killed by Israeli forces, the vast majority of
those who died were killed by Palestinian fighters. It considers that #ilose taken to Gaza were unlawfully
detained as hostages and that all wereubjected to psychological abuse. It has documented evidence that
some of thosecaptured on 7 October 2023+ both soldiers and civilianst were subjected to physical and
sexual violence, either in Israel or in Gazé.could notreach conclusions on the scope or scale of theexual
violence.

Amnesty Internationahas found sufficient basis to conclude that many of these violatiomsere carried out
by members of Palestinian armed groups andonstitute war crimes and crimes against humanity, including
murder and torture To date, no one has been brought to justice for them.

Around 1,200 people were killed during the attacks of 7 October 2023. They included more than 800
civilians, among them at least 36 children, and around 300 Israeli soldiers. The victims were primarily
Jewish Israelis, but also included Bedouin citizens ¢drael, and scores of foreign national migrant workers,
students and asylum seekers. More than 4,000 people were injured, and hundreds of homes and civilian
structures were destroyed or rendered uninhabitable.

Another 251 people+ mostly civilians+ were forcibly taken to Gaza on 7 October 2023 he majority of these
251 people were seized alive and held in captivity, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, they were already dead when
captured. They were held for weeks, months or, in some cases, over two years.

Tens of thousands of residents from the attacked areas, as well as other parts of southern Israel, were
displaced from their homes on 7 October 2023. Thousands remain displaced, having lost their loved ones
and their homes, and face ongoing trauma.
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Evidence including hundreds of videos and testimonies collected by Amnesty International and other

investigators indicates that the majority of fighters taking part in the attacks were from the 1zDad Ak

Qassam (AlQassam) Brigades, the military wingfddamas, but also included fighters from the AQuds

Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, andthe-@pr °~ L > gsxqr - Aqhf cdr+ engql
military wing of the Fatah political movement, as well as possibly other armed groups. Whethspoading to

calls made by Hamas leaders or acting spontaneously, hundreds of Palestinians in civilian clothing entered

Israel from Gaza through the breached fence to join the attacks in what appeared to be a largely

uncoordinated manner.The assailants in civilian clothing carried out widespread looting of homes and

property in residential communities in Israel. Some also participated in killings, the destruction of property,

abductions and other serious abuses.

SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY

In this investigation, Amnesty International focused on the actions of Hamas and other Palestinian armed
groups in southern Israel beginning on 7 October 2023, as well as the treatment of civilians and soldiers
seized during the attacks and held in Gazat Assessed them within the framework of international
humanitarian law. It also sought to establish whether there is sufficient evidence to support a conclusion that
the conduct of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups amounts to crimes under internatiblaw and to
identify crimes that were committed.

The scope does not include Israeli policies and actions against Palestinians in Israel and the OPT following
the attacks, except where relevant to the analysis of investigations of violations by Palestinian armed groups,
nor does it address repressive meases by Hamas against Palestinians in Gaza. Amnesty International has
extensively documented crimes and violations by Israeli forces in Gaza and the rest of the OPT, as well as
violations by Hamas against Palestinians in Gaza, in other outputs.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r qgdr d’ qb gersonidterviewsyphotoglapghd ah m™ shnm n
and videos that it verified, as well as other opesource evidence. It conducted interviews with 70 people.

They included 17 people who survived the 7 Qober 2023 attacks, three of whom had been taken hostage.

They also included nine family members of individuals who were killed in the attacks or taken into captivity,

two forensic experts who were involved in examining bodies of people killed, seven maldicofessionals or

therapists who treated people affected by the attacks, as well as lawyers representing survivors, journalists,

researchers and academics.

Amnesty International reviewed 354 opesource videos and photographs of scenes from the 7 October

2023 attacks and of people held in captivity in Gaza. It also received and analysed several dozen images
directly from survivors of the 7 October 2023 attaskand first responderslt carried out an extensive search

and analysis of statements by representatives of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in relation to the
7 October 2023 attacks, rocket and mortar fire into Israel and the treatment of indivila held captive in

Gaza. As part of the interviews it conducted, the organization consulted two independent forensic
pathologists and benefited from their expertise in analysing over 45 images.

Significant challenges affected the investigation, including the refusal of Israeli authorities to cooperate with

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdptdrsr enqg hmengl shnm+ sgd qd
Amnesty International researcherand the limited forensic evidence collected by Israeli authorities.

However, Amnesty International was still able to collect a large amount of evidence that informed its analysis,

conclusions and recommendations.

Amnesty International wrote tédamason 20 June 2025 to set out its findings, to ask for any comments on
them and to request responses to detailed questions. It had not received a response ad4 &fecember
2025.

UNLAWFUL KILLINGS AND ATTACKS ON CIVILIAN:

The attacks of 7 October 2023 began at around 6.30am with a barrage of thousands of unguided rockets
and mortars fired from Gaza into Israeli territory, striking small residential communities in the areas in Israel
surrounding Gaza as well as nearby citiestich as Sderot, Ofakim and Ashkelon. The rocket fire killed and
injured several civilians, most of them children. Under the cover of this barrage, more than 3,000 Palestinian
fighters breached the Gaza perimeter fence at multiple locations and enteredaksti territory by land, air and
sea.
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GROUND ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS

Amnesty International documented attacks by hundreds of fighters from the military wings of Palestinian

“gqldec fgntor nm sgd jhaatsyhl ne Ad-dqgqh+ Gnkhs+ Je’ q @yy
Netiv HaAsara, the cities of Ofakim and Sderafikim beach and the site of the Nova music festival and

surrounding areas and escape routes. Over 650 civilians were killed in these attacks. Mufg¢he assailants

crossed into Israel in vehicles such as pickup trucks and motorcycles, driving througkebches in the

perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, while a small number arrived by air using motorized paragliders or by sea

using inflatable rubber boats.

Heavily armed fighters carrying assault rifles, machine guns, grenades and rocgedpelled grenades

carried out systematic and deliberate attacks targeting civilians. They shot and threw grenades into family

homes, safe rooms and public bomb shelters whercivilians had taken refuge and hunted down those trying

to flee across fields and on roads. In several instances, they summarily killed civilians after abducting them.

Hm nmd j haatsy+ Ad-dgh+ ehfgsdqgr tr dddeahouwsbdutinganr ~r gtl "~ m
battle with Israeli military forces.

Contrary to claims by Hamas leaders that their fighters only targeted military objectives, the overwhelming
majority of those killed were civilians and most of the locations targeted were residential communities or
other places in which civilians were gatired, namely two music festivals and a beachn the attacks
documented by Amnesty International, the victims were generally residents of the civilian communities
targeted, including, in some cases, members of the local emergency response squads, or fastjoers.

Hamas has claimed that many Israeli civilians were killed by Israeli fire in application of the Hannibal

Directive, an Israeli military protocol that puts Israeli forces at risk to prevent them from being captured. In

some cases, Israeli civilians were ired killed by Israeli forces in cases of mistaken identification and/or in

application of the Hannibal Directive. In the context of two of the attacks documented by Amnesty

Hmsdgm shnm  k+ sgnrd nm Ad-dgh °~ mc Mctiegly,erdklledby o sn 01 od
Israeli military fire, according to Israeli military investigations.

However, in the vast majority of cases, those responsible for the killings in the attacks documented by
Amnesty International were Palestinian fighters. The organization investigated in déetaidents in which
around 100 people who were confirmed as civilians or presumed to be civilians died, concluding that they
were killed by fighters. It reviewed and crosshecked evidence that fighters were responsible for killing the
vast majority of theremaining civilians who died in the attacks it documented, inatling the fact thatthe
Israeli military was not present when most killings happened

In the incidents it investigated, Amnesty International concluded that the fighters most often were, or

appeared to be, from the AQassam Brigades. It also found evidence of the-@pr ©~ L gsxqr - Aghf cdr
the National Resistance Brigadeghe military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine,

being present at the scene of at least one killing and evidence of the@uds Brigades being involved in

another.

Hm Ad-dgh+ 0/0 bhuhkh>mr vdqgd j hkkdc+ -monthkldMild mf 0/ bghkec
Bngdm+ rgns c¢cd ¢ hm gdgqg I nsgdg-r "~ qlr hm sgd e | hkx-r r°
were killed. Among them were two sisters, Yial and Noiya Sharabi, aged 13 and 16, who were shot dead

with their mother,Lianne BrisleySharabi, 48 in their home in the northwest of the kibbutz, after witnessing

the abduction oftheir father, Eli Sharabi, 51, by fighters from the ADassam Brigades. Eli was held hostage

in Gaza for 16 monthsand, upon his releasein February 2025 learnt that his wife and daughters had been

killed. Some of the attacks were captured by closedircuit television CCTV) cameras, dashboard cameras

in vehicles and bodyworn cameras used by assailantsAmnesty International verified 25 videos related to

sgd ° ss bipcluding fodtade stiogving armed assailants wearing green®assam Brigades

headbands seen carrying out killings and abductiongsmong the civilian residents who were abducted and

paraded through the streets of the kibbutz with their hands bound and later killed at the end of the road

vdgd L gbdk J oktm "mc Cqgnq J oktm+ ~fdc 53forthmc 57+ qdro
previous two decades, and Kinneret Gat, a 6yearold teacher.

In Holit, one of the smallest kibbutzim in the area, armed assailants killed 16 civiliamscluding a member

ne sgd jhaatsy-r dldgfdmbx gdronmrd rpt ¢ "mc sgqgqdd | hfgq
Thailand One of the assailants who can be seen on video footage verified by Amnesty International was

wearing a green AlQassam Brigades headband.

Sixteenyearold Rotem Matthias told Amnesty International that assailants threw a grenade into his family
gnld-r r > ed gnnl+ jhkkhmf ghr I nsgdg+ Rbg g g L ssgh’r+
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were both musicians, and severely injuring him. Rotem said that his mother made him lie on the floor in a
small space between the bed and the wall and lay on top of him, shielding him and saving his life.

In Kfar Azza, less than 2km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, assailants arrived from Gaza by
motorized paragliders and on foot, with residents describing fighters attacking homes and shooting through
safe room doors. Sixtgwo residents were kiéld, including 57 civilians.Among thevictims wereHadar
Rosenfeld, a 30yearold accountant, and her husband, Itay Berdichesky, an electrical engineer also aged
30, who wereshot deadin their home, leaving behind their 1émonth-old twin boys G* ¢ *~ q sim, Yabhav t
Winner, a 36yearold actor and filmmaker, was killed in his home while his wife escaped with their three
weekold baby girl and hid nearby for hours until they were rescued.

In Magen, CCTV footage verified by Amnesty International shows fighters on six motorcycles opening fire

multiple times at a passing civilian vehicle, which slows to a stop near the Maon Junction on Road 232. The

attack killed Fatima alTalgat, a Bedouin residento gd snvm ne @q- "q° hm sgd Mdf du. M’
mother of nine children.Her husband and infant son survived by hiding in an electricity junction box for six

hours.

In Nahal Oz, where 13 civilians were killed, assailants targeted a row of houses on the northern outskirts,

killing and abducting residents. Joshua Mollel, a Tanzanian agricultural student, was beaten and shot by

fighters who appeared to be from the Natia Resistance Brigadesandthe ABpr ~ L gsxqr - Aqghf cdr -
body was desecrated and subsequently taken to Gaza, where it remained held until it was released on

5 November 2025.

Numerous other civiliansof other nationalities, mostly Asian and African migrant workers, students and

asylum seekers, were killed in the ground attacks on kibbutzim on 7 October 2023. Thai nationals, mostly
agricultural workers, made up the largest group of foreign nationalséd on that day. Amnesty International
cnbtl dmsdc sgd |Itgcdg ne svn Sg - h "~ fghbtkstqgq k vngqgjdqgr
Thai agricultural workers, as well as 10 Nepalese agricultural students, who were kiteeh s gd vnqgj dgr - kh
quarters of Alumim, and that of 11 Thai agricultural workers who were killed in Nir Oz.

h
u l

In Netiv HaAsara, where Palestinian assailants arrived by paragliders at around 6.30am, 17 civilians were

killed. Gil Taasa, a45-yearold firefighter, waskilled by a grenade thrown by an assailant into a safe room

where he was sheltering with his two youngest sons, Shai, nine, and Koren, 13. Shai lost his right eye and

Jngdm rtrs hmdc | tkshokd r gq SabmaTaasd recotntpditidat, afterSgd bghkcgdm
murdering her exhusband Gil, the fighters tried to enter the main house, where she @mer 15-yearold son

Zohar were. In security camera footage verified by Amnesty International, there are images of the grenade

being thrown and of two fighters armed with rifles, one wearing an®bassam Brigades headband, walking

around the yard of the &mily home shortly after. One of the fighters is seen confining the injured boys to a

room of the house.

Sgd Mnu® edrshu”  k+ mngsg ne Qd-hl+ adb I d sgd rhsd ne |°
killed on 7 October 2023. More than 3,000 people were attending the overnight outdoor trance music

festival and 378 were killed at the festival gitand a small section of Road 232 adjacent to the parking lot.

They included 344 civilians attending the festival. They also included 34 members of military or security

forces. Sixteen of them were soldiers: 12 of them were -affity and attending the festral, while four were

killed while fighting the assailants. Another 16 were police officers, 15 of whom were killed fighting the

assailants; and two were agents of the Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin Bet), one of

whom was attending thefestival. The figures do not include other festivgloers who were killed in other

areas close to Gaza that day, including in bomb shelters and other locations where they sought shelter and

on sections of Road 232 further from the festival site along whithey were fleeing.

There is a broad consensus that the attack on the festival was not planned, as Hamas and other Palestinian
armed groups did not know that the festival was taking place. Rather, fighters stumbled upon the Nova
festival site as they drove along Road 232 ohdir way to attack kibbutzim and other localities. They fired

into areas full of civilians, targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee and hunted down others where
they were trying to hidet in bomb shelters, public toilets, ditches and bushes.ighters armed with rifles,
machine guns, grenades and RPGs set up roadblocks to prevent festigakrs from fleeing and to intercept
military and security forces coming to their rescue. Survivors described scenes of bodies strewn along Road
232, cars riddled with bullets and festivalgoers hunted as they fled. CCTV and dashboard camera footage
verified by Amnesty International documented the deliberate killing of civilians along escape routes.

Dashboard camera footageerified by Amnesty International showthree armed fighters, two of them
wearingan AFQassam Brigades patch or headband, abducting one civilian and shooting at close range
another apparent civilian hiding behind a carOther footage from thesame dashboard camerahows several
assailantssearching the body of the civilian who was shot in the previous vidand abducting awomanwho
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was hidinginside the vehicle.The womanraisesher handsand crouches down as bullets hit the ground
nearby.

Older people were not spared and were among the civilians deliberately targeted. Sderot, a city of about
31,000 residents located less than 1km from Gaza at the closest point, was attacked by dozens of assailants,
including fighters from the AlQassam Brigdes, on 7 October 2023. Among those killed were a group of 13
civilians, most of them retirees from nearby areas, who were gunned down at and around a bus stop in the
early morning, while they were starting a day trip to the Dead Sea.

According to an Israeli military investigation, 53 people were killed in Sderot, including two firefighters and
37 other civilians, as well as three soldiers. Two of the soldiers were killed in rocket attacks on Sderot in the
days following the ground attek. Also among the 53 killed were 11 police officers; some were members of
the local police, who were killed in an attack on a police station, while others were from units from outside
the city who arrived later in the day in an attempt to rescue them.

At Zikim beach, a popular destination for fishing and other recreational activities, 3km north of Gaza,
Palestinian assailants who arrived on inflatable rubber boats killed 17 civilians. Among them was Or Taasa, a
17-yearold boy whose father was killed # same morning in an attack on the family home in Netiv HaAsara
that also gravely injured two of his younger brotherlis mother, Sabine Taasa, told Amnesty International

that when she managedo reach him by phone,minutes before he was shot deadhe told her that he and

his friends wereunder attack by Palestiniarfightersin the public toiletwhere they were sheltering

The armed groups who killed and injured civilians not directly taking part in hostilities in southern Israel
violated, under international humanitarian law, the prohibition of murder and of direct attacks on civilians, in
some cases, and of indiscriminatattacks, in others. In cases where they attacked homes and other civilian
buildings, they also violated the prohibition of direct attacks on civilian objects.

INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET AND MORTAR FIRE

On 7 October 2023, the AlQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups launched some 3,000
5,000 unguided rockets and mortars towards populated areas in Israel. This was a barrage of
unprecedented intensity in the context of repeated such attacks sia 2001. Some 2,200 rockets and
mortars were fired in the first four hours, according to the Israeli military.

The rocket attacks killed at least 10 civilians. The death toll would have been much higher were it not for

Hrg dk-r “~hgqg g hc v gmhmf rxrsdlr ~mc otakhb "~ mc oqghu’ sd
of Israel living in the Negev/Nagabegion of southern Israel in communities which lack air raid warning

systems and bomb shelters and have poor access to emergency medical services. Six of them were children

aged between five and 15. Mai Abu Sabah, aged 13, as well as her grandmother Fayba Sabah, aged 57,

and four children fromthe AlJ q © - °~ mz+ beothérdMalik IorahimAlJ g * - " m ~ mc | -Jdvq '¢c- Hwa+g  ghl @
aged 14 and 15, and their cousins Amin AkalAl g~ - "m+ ~fdc 00+ -IJmc¢ -LmglrnfadcCila @k
were killed when rockets laded on or near theirhomesin AR~ - " s+ " m t mgdbnf mhydc Adcnt hm
Y'j gh” @at 1tl -+ "fdc ehud+ v r jhkkdc ax °~ qgnbjds vg

Bedouin town located further south.

Another rocket killed three members of the same Jewish Israeli family, including one child, in the city of
Netivot: Refael Meir Maskalchi, aged 12, his father, Netanel Maskalchi, aged 36, and his grandfather, Refael
Fahimi, aged 63.

Palestinian armed groups continued to launch rockets into Israel at regular intervals, though at a gradually

chl hmhrghmf o bd+ “oo gdmskx “r °~ qdrtks ne Hrqgq dk-r nee
According to the Israeli military, between Dctober 2023 and May 2024, some 12,500 rockets and mortars

were fired into Israel from GazaMedia reports indicated that rockets had killed another five civilians in Israel

by the end of 2023, bringing the total to 15 civilians since 7 October 2023.

The armed groups who carried out these attacks violated the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks under
international humanitarian law. As in many cases, there were no discernible military targets, they may have
violated the prohibition of direct attacks o civilians and on civilian objects.
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HOSTAGEKING AND SEIZURE OF BODIES

Palestinian assailantsgonsisting of fighters in militarystyle clothing and armed or unarmed men in civilian
clothing, seized 251 people during the Hamaded attacks on 7 October 2023 and forcibly brought them to
Gaza. The majority of these 251 people were seized alive, but, in 36 cases, reportedly, Palestinian assailants
seized the bodies of people who were killed dugrthe attacks.

Of the 251 people, 27 were soldiers on active duty at their assigned positiohke vast majority of the
remaining 224 people were civilians. They comprised 124 men, 64 women and 36 children. Most of the 251
people seized were Jewish Israelis, including some with dual nationality. Seven were Bedouin citizens of
Israel. At least 35 wee foreign nationals.

Shoshan Haran, the founder and president of Fair Planet, an Israeli development NGO, and a member of

Women Wage Peace, a grassroots peace movement, was abducted with six other members of her family,

including three children (two of whom were her grandchigdd m( - Rgnr g m+ vgn khudc hm Ad-
56 s sgd shld+ snkc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k sg s+ “esdq q
hmehksg shnm ne sdggnqghrsr hmsn sgd jhaatsy ~s 5-18"1+
family who were visiting for the Jewish holidays.

Shoshan told Amnesty International that armed men forced them out of the safe room. One of them shouted
s sgdl hm Dmfkhrg+ ®Vnl-dmarl bgh8gddmvdgd | sgdimdsm+j dmnhts
Gaza. It was only when she and five members bér family were released from what she described as the

®gngghexhmf 4/ ¢ > xr ne b oshuhsx  sg°'s rgd kd gms sgd e’
|l dladgr- Rgd r hc9 ®Lx gtra mc v r | tgcdgdemy esdqg vd vdgq
sister, my brotherin-k * v.. " mc ghr ZEhkhohmn\ b gqdq n-lawgTial Shokamn khudc hm

who had also been abducted from her safe room but held separately in captivity, endured over 500 days in
captivity before he was released.

Similar patterns of terrified individuals, couples and families being dragged otherwiseforced from their

safe roomsoccurredrepeatedy” bgnrr Ad-dgh+ vgdgd 2/ odnokd vdgd "~ actbsod
kibbutzim. Palestinian assailants likewise abducted tens of young people from the Nova music festival and

surrounding areas, after hunting them across fields or forcing them out of rocketetters where they had

taken cover.

Among those abducted were 16 children under the age of 10, and nine people aged over 80, according to a
database produced by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz. Some of the victims were clearly very badly injured,
such as HershGoldbergPolin, aged 22, who was abducted from Road 232 near the Nova festival site after
fleeing the festival and seeking refuge in a rocket shelter. A video verified by Amnesty International shows
Hersh being loaded onto a white pickup truck by armed merincluding fighters from the AlQassam

Brigades, while his left arm is freshly severed below the elbow and bleeding profusely, likely following an
explosion. Four other hostages, all in civilian clothing, are seen in the same video, some being taken from
the shelter, and one being dragge by the hair and beaten as he is loaded onto the truck. Hersh was killed in
August 2024 with five other hostages while in captivity. Amnesty International has concluded, based on all
available evidence, that they were killed by the assam Brigades.

Amnesty International also documented evidence that Palestinian fighters, likely including fighters from both

the AkQassam Brigades andthe A@pr ° L > gqsxqr - Aqhf c¢cdr+ snnj sn F 'y  sgd
killed or mortally wounded during attackén southern Israel.This practice denied families the opportunity to

bury their loved ones, created further uncertainty and suffering, leaving families not knowing, sometimes for

months or longer, if their loved ones had been killed on 7 October 202&ccording to a database produced

by the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, Palestinian fighters brought 36 bodies of civilians and soldiers they killed

to Gaza.

Hamas has claimed that it did not plan to take civilians hostage and that its forces were not involved in

abducting civilians in southern Israel, while appearing to blame the abduction of civilians on unaffiliated

civilians who crossed over from Gaza dugrthe attacks. However, Amnesty International documented a

vd ksg ne duhcdmbd sg°s gqgdetsdr G I r-r bk hlr- Vghkd rn
involved in abducting civilians, video footage, images and other evidence collected by Astgdnternational

identify a clear pattern in which the AQassam Brigades abducted civilians, including children and older

people, in multiple civilian locations.

Following the 7 October 2023 attacks, statements and actions by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad made
clear they were holding both civilians and soldiers as bargaining chips to compel Israeli authorities to take
specific actions, such as releasing Pal¢isian prisoners, or refrain from others. There is also some evidence
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that the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement held hostages in Gaza. Amnesty International could not
determine whether other Palestinian armed groups held hostages.

As of 4 December 2025, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups had released 158 living hostages and
34 bodies of people seized on 7 October 2023, mostly in the context of negotiated deals, the last of which
was concluded in early October 2025Eight living hostages and 50 bodiebad beenrescued or retrieved
through Israeli military operationsThis leftone body held in Gaza.Of those recorded as taken into captivity
alive, 48 died in Gaza; at least six were killed by their captors, while others died as a result of Israeli military
operations.Hamas claimed it faced challenges in reaching the remains of some people because they were
buried under rubble.

The abduction and holding of civilians as hostages, as well as the holding of soldiers as hostages, constitute
serious violations of international humanitarian law. The seizure anetiifatment of dead bodies is likewise a
violation of international humaitarian law.

PHYSICAL, SEXUAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE

Palestinian assailantsconsisting of fighters in militanstyle clothing and armed or unarmed meiin civilian
clothing, subjected people they captured on 7 October 2023 to physical, sexual or psychological abuse
either in Israel or in Gaza. They also abused the bodies of people killed.

Amnesty International documented the physical abuse of 16 people: seven individualsix men and one
woman during the 7 October 2023 attacks in southern Israel and nine individuaisall men + while they
were being transported to captivity in Gaza. Mosf those responsible were clearly identifiable as members
of armed groups and some specifically as fighters from the-@lassam Brigades.

A Bedouin citizen of Israel, Salem Naif, described to Amnesty International being beaten by Palestinian
assailants in front of his children. He said fighters attacked Holit, where he had been working, and captured
him and his children at around 11.30am. Hesaid that the assailants took his money, wallet and car keys,
and then decided to take him and his children hostage to Gaza, but that they were able to escape.

Video evidence shows fighters in militarstyle clothing, who are sometimes identifiable as members of the
Al-Qassam Brigades, dragging unarmed men in civilian clothing from shelters, beating them with rifle butts,
kicking and insulting them.

@ Sg h " fghbtkstq k vngjdg snkc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k sg
by fighters from the AlQassam Brigades. He said they were taken to an abandoned warehouse in Gaza,
where they were handed over to a different grougf men, who beat them with their hands and weapons

® mc ehgdc v gmhmf rgnsr sn hmshlhc sd~ sgdl- Gd r hc sg
same group of armed men put them back into a vehicle and took them to a tunnel.

Amnesty International also documented evidence that armed or unarmed Palestinian assailants committed
sexual assault during the 7 October 2023 attacks. However, Amnesty International was not able to reach
conclusions on the scope or scale of the sexual Wémce or, for the most part, to determine the affiliation, if
any, of the perpetrators. It also found no evidence th&tamas or other Palestinian armed groupgave orders
to their fighters to commit acts of sexual violence during the attacks.

Amnesty International spoke to one individual who had reported in the media being subjected to rape at the
Nova festival. He chose to remain anonymous but confirmed the testimony he had provided to the media, in
which he said that, at the Nova festival € armed men pinned him down, stripped him and raped him.
Amnesty International also spoke to his lawyer, who had twice accompanied him to speak to the police, first
in June 2024 to report the assault and again in July 2024 for a follemp visit, and viewe his medical

records.

Two returned hostages have said publicly that assailants touched them in intimate areas during the attacks,

a form of sexual assault. One of these women, Illana Gritzewsky, told the UN Security Council in August 2025

that she wassubjected to physical and sexual violence while being abducted from Nir C&he said that,

vgdm rgd v'r b ostgdc+ ftmldm ®ad s | d+ gtlhkh > sdc | d+ s
I nsngbxbkd “mc snnj |Id sn F 'y £ Nm sgd v x ss F y + vgdm
ld+ H o rrdc nts: ogxrhb  kkx ° $®hedescdbetsregaining + H bnt kcm-s s°

consciousness in Gaza, partially naked on the floor and surrounded by gunmen.

Amnesty International spoke to a therapist with lorgtanding experience treating survivors of sexual violence
who reported providing intensive treatment and support to three survivors of rape during the 7 October 2023

TARGETING CIVILIANS
MURDER, HOSTAKIEG AND OJI@ERTIMYSPALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA

Amnesty International 14



attacks. The therapist said that these assaults were carried out at the Nova festival site and in kibbutzim, by
multiple perpetrators.

The organizatiorreviewed media articles in which another woman, who chose to remain anonymous,
reported she was raped during the 7 October 2023 attacks, five named people said they saw rape and five
other people reported hearing what they understood to be sexual assaultidg the attacks, including, in

one case, a woman shouting that she was being stripped of her clothes. Most of these reports related to the
Nova festival site, surrounding areas or escape routes from it. Amnesty International also spolenbther
three mental health professionals who reported that at least 13 of their clients said they witnessed rape or
other sexual assault at or after fleeing the Nova festival sifannesty International could not determine the
extent of any possible overlap between the clients of different practitioners or between those clients and
individuals who spoke to the media.

Amnesty International faced challenges investigating sexual violence. Except for one case referred to above,
it was not able to interview people reporting they had survived or witnessed sexual violence, despite efforts to
do so. In seeking instead to collet information from a broad range of sources, Amnesty International worked

in line with international guidance on documenting conflietelated sexual violence, which recognizes the

value of testimony by medical professionals and therapists, among otherssexual violence investigations,

or of relying on preexisting statements made by survivors where possible as an alternative tinterviewing
them.

The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East

Jerusalem and Israel N Commission of Inquiry) concluded in June 2024 that, regarding the 7 October

1/12 “ss bjr+ hs g ¢ ®hcdmshehdc °~ o ssdgm ne rdwt Kk uhn
perpetrated in similar ways in several locations primarily againdt q * dkh vnl dm-~ Hs “krn r hec
indications that members of the AQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groupad committed

acts of genderbased violence. It said it was not able to reach any conclusions about rape, noting limitations

to its investigation, including a lack of access to victims and witnesses and obstruction by the Israeli

authorities.

Amnesty International documented evidence that, on 7 October 2023, Palestinian assailants mutilated,
burnt, beat or otherwise mistreated the bodies of 19 victims who were either confirmed as dead or may have
been dead at the time, in Israel or in Gaza. Isome cases, the perpetrators were identifiably from the-Al
Qassam Brigades, the AQuds Brigadesorthe Apr © L gqsxqr - Aghf cdr -

In one example that gained international attention, the unresponsive body of a Gerrsiaraeli woman, Shani
Louk, is seen in a video verified by Amnesty International lying face down in a pickup truck, wearing only
boots, black underpants or shorts and a farthat appears raised above her breasts and is surrounded by four
men, one armed with a rifle and one carrying an RPG, while she is paraded through cheering crowds in

F'y - Rg mh-r I nsgdg+ Qhb qgqc’ Kntj+ snkqems@| nadirtssx RHmsrohg m®
“actbshnm eqnl Warecbgnmied hergrhmediately.oNk were iBshock. How could it be that
rgd v'r nm sgd a bj ne ° ohbjto sqgtbj hm sghr gtl hkh®shm

Amnesty International has concluded that members of Hamas or its military wing, the@assam Brigades,
committed physical and sexual violence against hostages in captivity, amounting to torture or other ill
treatment. Itwas not able to determine whether other armed groups also did so.

The Thai agricultural worker mentioned earlier told Amnesty International that he and three other Thai
hostages and one Israeli hostage with whom he was held were beaten and denied adequate provisions in
captivity. He described how, after being taken to a tunnel in Gazfighterstied them up and beat them on
multiple occasions over three days. He identified himself in a photograph showing five men held, with their
arms restrained, at gunpoint by a fighter from thAl-Qassam Brigades; he said the photographas taken
within the first few days of their arrival in the tunnel. He was released on 25 November 2023.

At least 18 other named hostages 12 men, four women and two girlst reported publicly, after their
release, that they were subjected to abuse in captivity that amounted to torture or othetrdatment. Eleven
of the men and one of the women described being subjected to beatings.

One ofthel2l d m+ Dkh Rg g ah+ vgn v 'r “~actbsdc egnl Ad-dgh ~ mc
media that he was chained for the duration of his more than 15 months of captivity and subjected to multiple

beatings, but that none of these beatings compared the pain of the hunger to which he was also

subjected. He also recounted that captors beat him and other hostages with whom he was held, denied

them food and justified such ilitreatment by saying that it was what Palestinian detainees exgeged in

Israeli detention facilities.
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The four women and two girls described in public forums or in the media that they were subjected to sexual

violence, including sexual assault and threats of forced marriage. One of these women, Amit Soussana, said

to the UN Security Council, in interviews with a newspaper and in a documentary film, that the man

guarding her forced her to perform a sexual act on him at gunpoint. Two named Israeli doctors and a social

worker confirmed to the same newspaper that Amieported the sexual violence to them afteshe was

gdstgmdc sn Hrg dk- @ hs r hc rgd v 'r gdkc eng sgd ctq s

Five of the 12 men also described in media recordings being subjected &exual assaultforced nudity

and/or forcible shaving of body hair that constituted sexual violendeour were held by Hamas; the other

was held by Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Several other released hostages said they saw or heard the accounts
of other hostages subjected to sexual violence.

Renana Eitan, a psychiatrist involved in treating hostages released in November 2023 in her then position as
chair of psychiatry at Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, told Amnesty International that some hostages
reported being beaten, forced to witness grarticipate in violent acts, confined in isolation or total darkness
and deprived of basic needs, leading to serious and losigrm mental and physical health implications. She
also said that some returned hostages were subjected to sexual violence, inabgdiorced nudity and sexual
assault. Acts of sexual violence committed in such circumstances amount to a form of torture or other ill
treatment.

Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad subjected all hostages they held, as well as their family members, to

psychological abuse. They held all hostages incommunicado, sought to humiliate them through non

consensual videos and public parading. They deniedthgnr s~ f dr - e I hkhdr hmenqgl  shnm
ones.

Videos released by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad showed hostages in captivity, often weeping or

pleading for release. The filming and broadcasting of such videos violates the prohibition of torture and other

ill-treatment. Some of the content of theideos also indicates the victim was subjected to torture or other ill

treatment. A video of Evyatar David, which was released by the@dssam Brigades on 2 August 2025,

shows him in a tunnel, emaciated, and being forced to dig what he says he believesis own grave. He

cdrbghadr fnhmf ¢ xr vhsgnts ennc- Adhmf engbdc sn chf n
torture, as would intentional denial of food over extended periods of time in captivity.

In committing these acts of physical, sexual and psychological abuse during the 7 October 2023 attacks and
against hostages subsequently held in Gaza, Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, as well as, in some
cases, people whose affiliation Amnesty letnational could not identify, breached one or more of the

following international humanitarian law prohibitions: the prohibition on torture and othestitatment; the
prohibition on mutilation; and the prohibition on rape and other forms of sexual vinte.

Hamas has acknowledged that mistakes occurred durirthe 7 October 2023 attacks although in very
general terms. However, it has denied that Palestinian fighters mistreated civilians. There is, however, a
wealth of evidence that conclusively refutes this, including digital images circulated by theQ@dssam
Brigades, and other Paleshian armed groups, that show their own fighters perpetrating abuses. Some
statements by Hamas spokespeople claimed that its forces treated hostages humanely, while other
statements by spokespeople for the AQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups suggested
otherwise and included threats of execution.

Hamas specifically denied that Palestinian fighters perpetrated rape or other sexual violence during the

7 October 2023 attacks or against hostages. As already note&innesty International found no evidence that
Hamas or other Palestinian armed groups gave orders to their fighters to commit acts of sexual violence
during the attacks. However, it documented evidencnat sexual violence was perpetrated during the 7
October 2023 attacks and against hostages.

UN bodies and NGOs have, on the one hand, expressed concern that widespread scepticism surrounding

reports of sexual violence may contribute to the silencing of survivors and, on titeer, cautioned against

sgd hmrsqgtldms khy shnm ne gdongsr ne rdwt k uhnkdmbd sn
Gaza.

CRIMES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW

Many of the serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights violations documented by
Amnesty International constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity, for which individuals bear
personal criminal responsibility.
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War crimes applicable to norinternational armed conflicts are listed in the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court (ICC), in the study on customary international humanitarian law of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and otheswwrces. Amnesty International has found sufficient basis to
conclude that many of the violations of international humanitarian law it documented amount to war crimes.
Sgdx hmbktcd sgd v q bghldr ne9 ®I|tqgcdagesupabqgt dk
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Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the ICC sets out a list of prohibited, inhumane acts and the contextual

elements that need to be established for such an act to constitute a crime against humanity. Accordingly, a
oqnghahsdc ~ bs | tr sfaaidespgeadcor dydtematidattack directed against any civilian

onotk > shnm+ vhsg jmnvkdcfd ne sgd “~ss bj-~ Sgd “~gshbkd e
bhuhkh™ m onotk > shnm- | d > mr ° bnt qr dof[isted pohibitedt bs h munkuh mf
inhumane] acts... against any civilian population, pursuant to or in furtherance of a State or organizational

onkhbx sn bnllhs rtbg “~ss bj-"

Amnesty International has found sufficient basis to conclude that many of the violations documented in this
report that were carried out by members of Palestinian armed groups and unaffiliated civilians who joined
the attack meet the contextual, materialred mental elements required by Article 7 of the Rome Statute and
therefore constitute crimes against humanity.

The overwhelming number of civilian locations targeted, statements from Hamas leaders and other
organized armed groups, the repeated pattern of attacks deliberately targeting civilians, and the fact that
most of those killed, injured or abducted in the adick were civilians, all point to the conclusion that the

attack was directed against a civilian population. The scale, timing, coordination and spatial patterns further
indicate objectives and organization.

Evidence collected and analysed by Amnesty International, including statements by Hamas leaders and the
actions of fighters, points to Hamas leaders intending to carry out an attack on civilians, as well as on military
targets, in Israel and to take hostags. Fighters from its military wing, the AQassam Brigades, and the

military wings of other Palestinian armed groups acted accordingly when they attacked civilian locations on 7
October 2023 and took people into captivity.

The attack directed against the civilian population was widespread. Prohibited acts were committed during it
in civilian communities throughout the areas surrounding Gaza, as well as the city of Ofakim, which lies
further east. These communities are homeottens of thousands of people.

Hm “cchshnm sn adhmf vhcdrogd > c+ sgd “ss > bj v 'r “krn rxr
documented patterns of identical or comparable prohibited acts committed in a similar manner. Perpetrators
repeatedly treated victims in a similar way acrogsany locations.

Ognghahsdc "~ bsr cnbtldmsdc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k vdqd
against the civilian population, which was both widespread and systematic. Many inhumane acts, including

murder, were committed as part of the attack on theivilian population. The temporal and geographical

proximity of these inhumane acts is a clear indication of their nexus with such an attack.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r ehmchmfr hmchb > sd sg s+ hm | m x
conduct was part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against a civilian population. In statements

made on 7 October 2023 and its aftermdtt, Hamas leadersannounced the attack andincluded civilian

communities among the intended targetd_eaders of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups invited

Palestinians across the OPT to join the attack and commit acts of violence, including at ciriliacations,

with limited instructions to refrain from killing or harming civilians (and with no apparent instruction to limit

their violence to military targets)Even if assailants had not known in advance that the communities they

were attacking were civilian, it would have soon become obvious.

Sgd nqgf "mhy shnm-r ehmchmfr rsgnmfkx hmchb > sd sg°' s |dl ad
extent, unaffiliated civilians committed the following inhumane acts as part of a widespread and systematic

attack directed against a civilian populatim9 ®I| t gcdqg : ®dwsdgl hm > shnm : ®hl oqhrn
cdoqhu‘shnm ne ogxrhb "k khadgsx hm uhnk shnm ne etmc | dm
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MURDER

Hundreds of civilians were deliberately and unlawfully killed during the 7 October 2023 attacBased on

the evidence Amnesty International has analysed, most of the fighters who deliberately killed civilians were

members of the AlQassam Brigades. Amnesty International found evidence ofthe@p r ° L > gqsxqr - Aqghf ¢
and the National Resistance Brigdes being present at the scene of one killing and evidence of the-@lds

Brigades being involved in anothert has concluded that at least six hostages wefdlled by the AlQassam

Brigades.

EXTERMINATION

Sgd "bsr ne Itgcdg o
o°"gs ne+ - | > rr jhkk
humanity of extermination.

IMPRISONMENT

Scores of civilians were systematically taken and/or held hostage in southern Israel and imprisoned in Gaza
in violation of fundamental rules of international law. The holding of hostages was done as part of an
explicitly stated plan explained by the leadship of Hamas and of other Palestinian armed groups. Based on
the evidence Amnesty International has analysed, the Palestinian armed groups responsible for abducting
civilians or holding civilians or soldiers hostage are Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad &kely also the
Palestinian Mujahideen Movement.

TORTURE

Scores of people who were held under the power of Hamasoth civilians and soldierst were subjected to
severe physical or mental pain, including psychological abuse against all hostages and physical abuse
against some of them.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and likely also the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement failed to give
information on the fate or whereabouts of those they abducted or captured from southern Israel and
imprisoned in Gaza as hostages. While in some cases, hexgts were shown alive in videos that Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad released to exert pressure on Israeli authorities, in many instances, families of
hostages reported having no information as to whether their loved ones were alive or dead.

RAPE, SEXUAL SLAVERY, ENFORCED PROSTITUTION, FORCED
PREGNANCY, ENFORCED STERILIZATION, OR ANY OTHER FORM
SEXUAL VIOLENCE OF COMPARABLE GRAVITY

Amnesty International documented evidence that Palestinian assailants committed, in both Israel and in
Gaza, sexual assault and other forms of sexual violence against people in their power. However, except for
one case, it was unable to interview people wtreported surviving or witnessing sexual violence during the
attacks in Israel or while held hostage. It therefore could not reach conclusions on the scope or scale of the
violence. It has concluded that members of Hamas or its military wing, the-@hassan Brigades, committed
sexual violence against hostages in captivity, based on credible indications of their responsibility in several
cases. It also documented evidence that Palestinian Islamic Jihad committed sexual violence in the case of
one hostage. Havever, in other cases where Amnesty International documented evidence of sexual violence
against hostages in captivity and during the 7 October 2023 attacks, it could not determine the affiliation of
the perpetrators. In most cases, it also could not detmine whether the perpetrators were fighters or
unaffiliated civilians.

Amnesty International collected evidence that indicated that rape whkely committed as part of the 7
October 2023 attacks. Thigncluded the testimonies ofone personwho told the organization he was raped
and of a therapistwho told the organization she provided intensive treatment to three other survivors of rape.
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UN entities also reported finding evidence of rape during the attacks and against at least one hostage.
Nonetheless, Amnesty International did not consider that it had collected enough evidence to definitively
conclude that rape, as opposed to sexuassaultmore broadly, was committed.

OTHER INHUMANE ACTS

Through subjecting civilian hostages, as well as captured soldiers held as hostages, to inhuman conditions,
including denial of adequate food and medical care, during their unlawful imprisonment, Hamas and
possibly other Palestinian armed groups inflictedn them great suffering, or serious injury to body or to
mental or physical health.

INVESTIGATIONS

Despite the scale and gravity of the violations committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against
hostages, accountability has remained elusive.

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have generally failed to carry out investigations into crimes
committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against hostage®. | “r -r onkhshb ™k °~r
leadership have failed to publicly recognize or condemn crimes committed and blamed wrongful acts on
unaffiliated Palestinians from Gaza. They have even boasted about some acts that amount to crimes, such
as the firing of unguided rockets into Israel.

Amnesty International is aware of one instance in which thd-Qassam Brigadesinnounced they had
carried out an investigation into the killing of a hostage in Gaza. However, they issued few details about it.

Gl °r g r bk hldc sg s+ enkknvhmf sgd dmc ne sgd

vdkk

bnmekh

b
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However, it failed to take such measges in the aftermath of previous Israeli offensives.

The authorities of the State of Palestine have also failed to take steps to investigate or bring perpetrators to
justice. While President Mahmoud Abbas has called for the release of hostages and condemned the killing of
civilians, Amnesty International is not aware of any recognition or condemnation iyn or any other senior
leader of the State of Palestine dhe scope and scale of violations committed by Palestinian armed groups.

The Israeli authorities have taken steps to investigate the crimes committed by Palestinian assailants during
the 7 October 2023 attacks, but crucial evidence was not collected. In many cases, in the rush to collect the
bodies of people killed, the crime senes were not effectively secured, bodies were moved by civilian
volunteers before any documentation could occur, and information about the location and circumstances of
the deaths was not recorded. While the Israeli authorities focused on the identifioatof the dead and timely
burial, forensic examinations were limited and autopsies were not always carried out. In sarases, this has
meant that family members of victims have been left without information about how their loved ones died.

Feminist groups have raised concerns regarding the shortcomings in the investigation and prosecution of
genderbased violence crimes at all stages of the process. Thieglude the lack of evidence collection and

inadequate training for first responders in identifying signs of sexual violence inbodi8&sgd Hr q dk Vnl dm-r
Network and Women and War Collectiveg h s hbhydc sgd fnudgmldms enqg oghnghshy

[conflict-related sexual violence] crimes in service of national advocacy aims jel diverted resources from
deengsr sn hmudrshf > sd "mc oqnrdbtsd sgd odgqodsq’

As of August 2025, Israeli authorities were reportedly detaining at least 200 Palestinians in detention
accused of crimes committed during the attacks, but had not charged or brought any to trialo Mecision

had been made as to which legal system civilian or military+ the accused would be tried in or what the
charges would be.They have not been able to receive visits by the ICR@mnesty International is also
concerned about reports that Palestinians detained in Israel in connection with crimes commaitiduring the

7 October 2023 attacks have been subjected to torture and otheriteatment This would be a serious
violation of the rights of those detained and undermine the possibility of a fair trial and ensuring truth, justice
and reparation for the victims, survivors and their families.

International mechanisms have also faced obstacles. The UN Commission of Inquiry and other bodies have
been denied access to sites in Israel and cooperation from Israeli authorities. Despite these challenges, the
UN Commission of Inquiry documented extengé evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed by Palestinian armed groups.
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The Office of the Prosecutor of the IC€nfirmed that an investigation it had opened before October 2023
into the situation in the State of Palestine was ongoing and included the escalation of violence and hostilities
since 7 October 2023.It sought+ and in one case the PreTrial Chamber issuedt arrest warrants for senior
Hamas leaders on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, but these individuals have all been
killed in Israeli attacks.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Through its research findings and legal analysis, Amnesty International has concluded that Palestinian

armed groups committed violations of international humanitarian law, war crimes and crimes against

humanity during their attacks in southern Israel thattarted on 7 October 2023 and continued to commit

violations and crimes under international law in their holding and mistreatment of hostages and the

withholding of bodies seized. It considers that Hamas, including its military wing, the@&ssam Brigades

was chiefly responsible for these violations and crimes. Other Palestinian armed groups, notably Palestinian

Islamic Jihad, including its military wing, the AQuds Brigades, andthe Al@pr © L > gsxqr - Aghf > cdr + ¢
the military wing of the Fatah pdlical movement, were responsible to a lesser extent, as were unaffiliated

Palestinian civilians from Gaza in some instances.

In light of these conclusions, Amnesty International makes a number of recommendations to secure justice
and reparation for victims and survivors of crimes committed. Amnesty International has presented its
recommendations in relation to the genocide andtloer crimes under international law committed by Israel in
Gaza, specifically, and in Israel and the OPT, more generally, in other publications.

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups must unconditionally retutine body of Ran Gvili, seized from
Israel on 7 October 2023 as soon asit is located. They should seek international assistance if needed to
locateit. They must investigate serious violations of international humanitarian law, including crimes under
international law, committed by their forces during the 7 October 2023 attacks and since, including with
respect to hostages. They must publicly acknowledgdenounce and halt the serious violations of
international humanitarian law, including crimes under international law, that have been and continue to be
perpetrated, and commit to norrepetition of such violations. Amnesty International also calls on Hamas
the de facto authority in Gaza, to ensure that all those responsible for serious violations of international
humanitarian law and crimes under international law committed during the 7 October 2023 attacks and
since then, including with respect to hostges, are brought to justice in fair proceedings conducted by an
independent and impartial judicial mechanism.

Amnesty International calls on the Israeli authorities to end violations of international law against Palestinians
in the OPT and Palestinian citizens of Israel. The authorities should continue criminal investigations into the
7 October 2023 attacks, hostge-taking and seizure and holding of bodies. Where there is sufficient
admissible evidence, the authorities must bring those reasonably suspected of responsibility for crimes
under international law to justice. The accused should be tried in civilian cosriin open proceedings that
respect international human rights law and do not apply the death penalty. The Israeli authorities should take
a survivorcentred approach to pursuing justice and accountability.

Israel, Hamast as the de facto authority in Gaza and the authorities of the State of Palestine should all
engage with, cooperate fully with and provide access to all international justice institutions and UN human
rights mechanisms investigating or motuoring violations of international law in Israel and the OPT, including
the ICC, the UN Commission of Inquiry, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the
UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Palestinian Temyt@®ccupied Since 1967.

All parties should share with these international justice institutions and UN human rights mechanisms all
evidence they have collected that is relevant to the investigation of such violations, including those
committed by Palestinia armed groups, for the purpose of pursuing accountability and redress.
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2.SCOPE AND
METHODOLOGY

2.1SCOPE

This report focuses on the attacks that Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups carried out in southern
Israel starting on 7 October 2023 and their treatment, over the following months, of Israeli and other civilians
and Israeli soldiers, whom they toolnto captivity on that day from southern Israel and held in the occupied
Gaza Strip (Gaza). It also covers rocket and mortar fire from Gaza into Israel on 7 October 2023 and in the
months that followed. It assesses the actions of Hamas and other Palestineamed groups within the
framework of international humanitarian law. It also seeks to establish whether there is sufficient evidence to
support a conclusion that the conduct of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups amounts to crimes
under internationallaw and to identify crimes that were committed. The report covers the period from 7
October 2023 until4 December2025.

This report does not cover the policies and actions that the Israeli authorities adopted and took against
Palestinians in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT), including Gaza, following the 7 October
2023 attacks. Amnesty Internationalhaspdr d msdc hsr dwsdmr hud ehmchmfr
violations and crimes under international law against Palestinians in other outputs, including in a report
concluding that Israel has committed genocide against Palestinians in Gdz@onsequently, this report does

mns ~ccqdrr hm cds hk bnmbdgmr gdk sdc sn Hrq dk-r
in the 7 October 2023 attacks, including due process concerns, torture and othertiltatment and enforced
disappearance, except insofar as they are relevant for an analysis of the investigations carried out by the

Israeli authorities into those attacks.

The report also does not cover repressive measures taken by the Hamas authorities against Palestinians in
Gaza or military actions by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in the context of armed hostilities that
endangered the lives of Palestinian clians?

2.2METHODOLOGY

Amnesty International began its investigation into the actions of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups
in the days immediately following 7 October 2023, initially conducting remote research and interviewing
families of hostages over the phone. The orgaation conducted visits to affected communities and started
speaking to survivors and witnesses from March 2024.completed thebulk of the research for this reporin
mid-2025, but made updates to the textuntil 4 December2025 to reflectlater developments

'Rdd Bg osdgq 2 ®A ' bjfgntmc  enqg cds hkr -
2Rdd Bg ' osdqg 2 ®A bj f gmestyniernationa r qdeth g d shmdr sdtmm ne rtbg bnmbdgmr -
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2.2.1SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Amnesty International interviewed 70 people, some of them on more than one occasion, for this report. It
conducted interviews with: 17 people who survived the 7 October 2023 attacks; seven people who were
either searching for their loved ones after the aitks or collecting or receiving bodies of people killed; nine
family members ofindividuals who were killed irthe attacks or taken into captivity; seven medical
professionals or therapists who treated people affected by the attacks, including a psychsatiiho treated
people after their release from captivity; two forensic experts who were involved in examining bodies of
people killed; 25 other professionals, including lawyers representing survivors, journalists involved in
investigating the attacks andhe treatment of hostages or following Israeli investigations, researchers and
other representatives of NGOs in Israel, and academics; and three investigators or researchers from UN
entities or international NGOs. Two other individuatsboth first respondes + sent information to Amnesty
International, including one who said he was doing military service and preferred a written exchange, and a
military reservist who said she did not receive permission from her unit commander to do an interview, but
shared her written testimony. Another individual, a survivor of an attack on a kibbutz, confirmed to Amnesty
International a detailed account of her experience that she had provided to the media, but preferred not to
be interviewed.

The 17 people interviewed who survived the attacks include: 12 survivors of the attacks on kibbutzim or
moshavim (10 who were living there and two who were working or visiting theté)o survivors of the attack
on the Nova festival, two survivors of the attack dhe city of Ofakim and one survivor of the attack othe

city of Sderot. Three of the survivors of attacks on kibbutzim who were interviewed were taken hostage and
held in Gaza. Of the survivors, 14 are Jewish Israel citizens, one is a Bedouin citizen of Israel and two are
nationals of other countries who were working israel.

Amnesty International carried out many of the interviews in person in Israel and the rest remotely. The

interviews were generally carried out in Hebrew or Englistepending on the preference of the interviewee.

Amnesty International visited some of the areas affected by the 7 October 2023 attacks from March 2024,

hmbktchmf sgd Mnu® edrshu k rhsd "mc Qn ¢ 121+ sgd jhaat

Amnesty International reviewed 354 opesource videos and photographs of scenes from the 7 October
2023 attacks and of people held in captivity in Gaza. They had been posted on various social media
platforms, including the official accounts or channels afrmed groups, and/or published in Israeli,
Palestinian or other media outlets. These videos and photographs originated from several souticetuding:

1 Body-worn cameras used by assailants during the attacks, some of which were removed by third
parties, including Israeli authorities, from the bodies of assailants who had been killed. Some of the
videos from these cameras were posted online by those thijpdrties, while others were posted online
by Palestinian armed groups.

1 The cameras of mobile phones belonging to victims and survivors of the attacks. In some cases,
victims and survivors documented events with videos and photographs as they unfolded. In others,
assailants took the mobile phones of people they were attackiagd used them to record acts of
uhnkdmbd+ rtardptdmskx tokn chmf sgdrd uhcdnr sn sgd

1 The cameras of first responders to the attacks. Some of them took videos and photographs
documenting the aftermath of the attacks, including damaged or destroyed homes and bodies of
those killed, and then shared them on social media or directly with Amngdnternational.

1 Closedcircuit television (CCTV) cameras providing security for homes and communities and
dashboard cameras in vehicles. These also captured scenes during the attacks, providing additional
perspectives on the events. Often, footage from these cameras imdstamped. Some extracts from
this footage were later shared on social media.

1 The cameras of Palestinians in Gaza. Some filmed the arrival of Israeli and other nationals being
taken into captivity in Gaza and posted the videos on social media channels.

In addition to opensource videos and photographs, Amnesty International received and analysed several
dozen images directly from survivors of the 7 October 2023 attacks and first responders.

As part of the interviews it conducted, the organization consulted two independent forensic pathologists and
benefited from their expertise in analysing over 45 images.

% Kibbutzim and moshavim are villagéike communities where residents live and work communally to different extents.
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Amnesty International carried out an extensive search and analysis of statements by representatives of
Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups in relation to the 7 October 2023 attacks, rocket and mortar fire
into Israel and the treatment of individuals éld captive in Gaza. As part of this, the organization analysed
over 25 statements by representatives of tHez atDin Al-Qassam (AlQassam) Brigades, the military wing of
Hamas, other members of the Hamas leadership, and a more limited number of statenteby leaders of
other armed groups. Where relevant, these statements are referred to in this report.

Amnesty International monitored media reporting relating to the 7 October 2023 attacks and the treatment of
individuals held captive in Gaza, as well as critiques of some of these accountssome instances, where
Amnesty Internationakonsideredthere were gaps in the evidence it was able to colledt has quoted what
individuals said in the mediaor in public forums, such as UN meetings It has doneso onlyafter it sought to
speak to the individual but was not granted an interview or was not able tach them (or when it came to
survivors of the attacks or their family members, if it had information indicating that requesting an interview
would be unwelcome), and when the individual is recorded or quoted speaking at length and in detail.

In many of these cases, Amnesty International was able to corroborate at least parts of their testimony with

other information it had collected. Amnesty International has not referenced media reports in which

individuals made statements that it knew or syected to be factually incorrect. It exercised due diligence to

check there was no information in the public domain that might legitimately challenge the veracity of any

rtbg hmchuhct " k-r “bbntms nqg rtffdr fhowstgvasbroadaastk nmf dg r snn

Amnesty International also relied in some instances on individuals identifying themselves or family members
in the media as the victim or survivor in some of the visual evidence it analysed. In almost all of these
instances, Amnesty International has alsbeen able to complement this with their own comparison of

images of the individual with those in the visual evidence under analysis.

Amnesty Internationakeviewed an extensive set of other documentary evidence, including reports,

statements and other documentsissuedbyd™ | " r + mns > akx ®Ntq -® rqq Bkeurdec -:- Nodqg"
Israeli authorities and military; Israeli and Palestinian NGOs; international human rights organizations, such

as Human Rights Watch; UN entities, in particular the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on

the Occupied Palestinian Territoryincluding East Jerusalem, and Israel (UN Commission of Inquiry) and the

Office of the UN Special Representative of the SecretaBeneral on Sexual Violence in Conflict; and the

Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC). It consigigicarefully the methodologies

employed by these entities andhe limitations expressed about their findings. It also consulted a range of

reports by Israeli and other media outlets that have investigated the 7 October 2023 attacks and the situation

of hogages.

2.2.2ETHICAL AND SURVBMIRED APPROACH

Amnesty International sought to prioritize the wdbeing of victims and survivors of the attacks and their
families while conducting interviews and while presenting evidence in this report. In many cases, Amnesty
International had multiple conversations ith survivors and family members of victims of the attacks,

including an initial conversation to explain its research, what sort of questions researchers would like to ask
them and what it would do with the information. After an initial discussion, sevepdople declined to speak

to the organization, for reasons discussed below. In these caseBjce they did not give consentAmnesty
International did not consideithat it had conducted an interview with them, meaning they are not counted in
the number of interviewees mentioned above, and any information they shared during these conversations is
not included in this report.

Amnesty International has withheld the identity of some interviewees to whom it refers in the report. It gave

interviewees the choice of whether they wished to be identified or not and has respectied decisions by

interviewees who preferred to keep their identity confidential. Interviewees had multiple reasons for

requesting this. Some judged that the appearance of their names in an Amnesty International report would,

in a context of distrust of interndonal organizations, have negative repercussions fitvem within their

communities or within their workplaces. Among them were state employees who were concerned that

sharing theiraccountswithout the permission of their employers might create problems for them. At least

onedidnos v ms sgd uhbshl-r bghkcgdm sn rdd sgd cds hkr ne s
International has chosen to withhold the names of several other individuals who did not provide explicit

consent to be named.

‘Gl r Ldch® Neehbd+ ®Nt@prM dEnsfcudE 100 d g nithstiwvw @MedtiBeehronicle:contwpa k d s
content/uploads/2024/01/PDF.pdf
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Many of the people Amnesty International spoke to were concerned about how they would be represented if
they were quoted in the report or that such quotations might lead to sensitive information being disclosed,
particularly if it contained information abuot people still being held hostage in Gaza. In these cases, the
organization committed to interviewees that it would share a draft of the textheir testimony before
publication and has only published text when they provided explicit consent to its use.

Many of the photographs and videos that Amnesty International reviewed and has referenced in this report

are publicly available. Where the organization considered it ethical to do so, it has provided the public web

address where the photographs and videagppear for the sake of transparency and to facilitate access to

potential evidence. However, Amnesty International has refrained from including such web addresses where

the image or images showed victims of the attacks who could be identified. This is besa these images

vdgd s jdm vhsgnts sgd uhbshlr- bnmrdms+ hm rnld hmrs’ mb
victim or spread fear. While some families of victims have taken the position that it is important for people to

see the images of abus or killings of their loved ones so the truth be known, others have expressed horror

and sadness about the distribution of these imagésAs Amnesty International was not in a position to

confirm with most victims or family members if they consented to images featuring abuses against them or

their loved ones being further disseminated, it has withheld web addresses containing these images.
Mdudgsgdkdrr+ hm " m deenqgs sn a k> mbd hsr bnll hsldms sn
referenced where the images were found, having made every effort to identify the original source or the first

available online post.

2.2.3VERIFICATION, CORROBORATION AND ANALYSIS OF EVIDEN

Although some accounts about the 7 October 2023 attacks that were reported in the media and widely
circulated have since been proven false, Amnesty International was able to verify and corroborate a
substantial amount of the evidence it received. It verfil opensource videos and photographs. It examined
the credibility and reliability of all the individuals whose testimonies it obtained directly or indirectly. It used
information from interviews to contextualize and crossheck that in videos and photogrphs and, likewise,
corroborated some information from interviews on the basis of videos and photographs.

Amnesty International examined alternative conflicting narratives about the events of 7 October 2023. In
particular, it looked at public claims made by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups and engaged with
their narratives, as well as seeking their rpsnse to its findings® It has reflected this engagement in the text.

Amnesty International was able to verify 230 of the videos and photographs it collected. The organization
uses a range of discovery, collection, organization, preservation, digital analysis and verification methods.

In accordance with its standard methodology, the organization began its research process with the discovery
and collection of relevant visual content. The organization conducted extensive online searches on social
media platforms such as Facebook, Instagma, Telegram, TikTok, X and YouTube. Palestinian armed groups
used their official channels on Telegram to post videos, photographs and statements, as did first responders
and others. The organization made every effort to find and reference the original s®uof a video or
photograph by tracing where it was first posted. In many cases in this report, it has referenced the original
source. In other cases, where the original source was no longer available at the time of the research, it has
referenced the firg source it could find in which the video or photograph was posted.

The organization then organized, catalogued and preserved all evidence, both for immediate research and
for future accountability and justice mechanisms. All videos and photographs referenced in this report are
available upon request. After this, the orgaration subjected each video and photograph to a series of
verification procedures.

As a preliminary step, it used reverse image and video search tools to determine whether the material had
appeared online before 7 October 2023 and whether it could be misattributed or linked to other contexts. All
of the videos and photographs referencein this report were first posted on or after 7 October 2023.

° For example, on the one hand, the father of Shani Louk, a woman who was killed during the 7 October 2023 attacks, is repdaécve

said that it was good that a photograph of her body being transported in Gaza by fighters on a truck had won a prizeuse# would

ognuhcd ° k rshmf gdbngc ne sgd dudms- Xmds+ ®@O ognsngfxq "ovgdggec vwgn snnj ol
27 March 2024, https://www.ynetnews.com/culture/article/s1g11211zmn the other hand, the father of Joshua Mollel, a Tanzanian

national who was killed during the attacks, is reported to have said he wished the videos of his son being killed would tetetefrom social

l'dch™ "mc sg°s mn nmd v@ tSk cmyv nshb'gn segdslg-d gG i ngtdgsnyd+x r® sn Hr q dk sn rddj mrov
January 2024, https://www.haaretz.com/israehews/2024-01-01/ty-article-magazine/.premium/atanzanianfather-journeysto-israekto-
seekanswersfor-his-sonskilling-on-oct-7/0000018c-c516-d4e1-ad8f-fdb7243a0000

*°Rdd rdbshnm 1-1-6 ®&Dmf fdldms vhsg G I r “mc Hrgq dkh “tsgnghshdr ™
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It then sought to determine where a video or photograph had been taken, a verification procedure known as
geolocation. It did so by crosseferencing the footage with satellite imagery, grousevel photography and

other publicly available information. ltbooked at any landmarks, terrain, building architecture, street signs or
trees that were visible and checked if they matched street views or other photographs from a known location.
In most cases, it was able to geolocate the videos and photographs refaredhin this report. Where this was

not possible, Amnesty International has noted in the text that it could not independently determine where the
video or photograph was taken.

Amnesty International also sought to determine when a video was taken, a verification procedure known as
chrono-location. For this report, where many events took place over the course of 48 hours, the organization
made every effort to verify the sequencef @vents as documented by the available digital evidence. They
noted any timestamps on the video or photograph and, where visible, analysed the position of the sun and
measured angles of shadows from objects in the images. In some cases in this report, dhganization was
able to establish the specific time at which a video or photograph was taken, particularly when a video
contained a timestamp that could be confirmed by shadow analysis. In other cases, it was able to estimate
the time, based on analysi®f the position of the sun and shadows. Istill other cases, the quality of the

video or photograph did not allow for an estimate of the time. Amnesty International has noted these
conclusions in the text.

The organization also conducted content analysis of videos and photographs. This is critical for establishing
the context and actors involved in such evidence. It examined details relating to assailants such as the type
of clothing they wore, including mitary-style trousers and tops, headbands and other items bearing insignia,
and the type of weapons they used or carried, as well as analysing the languages, dialects and accents in
which they spoke’ The organization also contextualized and croshecked videos and photographs with
information from interviews.

2.2.4ATTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY

Amnesty International sought, wherever possible, to identify the affiliation, if any, of those committing acts
documented in this report.

In some cases, it was able to identify people as belonging to a named armed group or, more specifically, an

"qldec fgnto-r I hkhs gqx vhmf- Hs chc rn vgdm hs “rrdrrdc+
individuals concerned were wearing cloihg consistent with that worn by fighters of armed groups (for

example, green, khaki or camouflageoloured militarystyle clothing and tactical vests) and that additional

visual clues indicated affiliation to a specific group. It primarily used the follmg visual clues to attribute

responsibility to specific armed groups:

1 the AlQassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas: green or white headbands bearing the Arabic
name of the group in, respectively, white or green and related insignia;

1 the AlQuds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad: black headbands bearing the
Arabic name of the group in yellow and related insignia;

1 theAt@pr >~ L gsxqr- Aghf cdr+ enqgldgkx sgd | hkhs gx vhmf
white headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in black and related insignia

1 the Martyr Abu Ali Mustapha Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine: red headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in white and related insignia;

1 the National Resistance Brigades or Omar A)asem Forces, the military wing of the Democratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine: red headbands bearing the Arabic name of the group in white
and related insignia.

In many cases, members of the armed groups or their accomplices were carrying weapons, such as rifles or
rocket-propelled grenades (RPGS).

In some cases, other visual clues were availablguch as the fact that the fighters were seen in footage
bearing the logo of the military wing of a specific armed group. However, Amnesty International did not rely
on this element alone in attributing affiliation.

"Rdd rdbshnm 1-1-3 ®@ssghatshnm ne gdronmrhahkhsx™ -
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™ These two video stills show examples of assailants whom Amnesty International identified-@afighteBrigaddbeBudth fighters ar
wearing militasyyle clothing. The fighter in the first still (on the left) is carrying a rifig.aHgréewéa@adband bearing the Arabic nar
Qassam Brigades in white and related insignia on it (this is clearer in the video). The video also likard ajogd related @ thc h
gdunkt shnm - Sg dhesdedngstilldan thé night)avgads a éactigativesgwith aypatchrdisplaging the Palestinian fl
white headband bearing the Arabic nameQafsteABrigades in green and related writing on it (this is clearer in thekipeahdrath
other armed fighters, including one fighter with a visible green headband bearing markings in white.

A~ These two video stills show examples of where Amnesty International identified the presence of specifis iRadéisithiR0@apaetg
locations. The presence of@uel#\Brigades at a military base is identifiable in tiferfitse d&ft) on the basis of the black headband |
vehicle visible in the image. The headband bears the Arabic name of the group in yellow, as well df befte thie sigiuiaf The Mtilit
Media of the@iids Brigades. Teegnce ofthe@p r = L gsxqr - Aqhf > cdr hr hcdmsheh’ al
headband bearing the Arabic name of the group in black, as well as related insignia. The videc @gars the logganfeheatthough
not visible in this still.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k g ' r gdedggqdc sn odnokd r ®ehfgsdgq
testimony to be wearing clothing consistent with that worn by fighters of Palestinian armed groups (for

example, green, khaki or camouflageoloured miltary-style clothing and tactical vests), but where there are

no indicators of affiliation to a specific armed group. Amnesty International has referred to these individuals

r ®0 kdrshmh™ m ehfgsdgr™ vgdm ° wblenkteymarse hearthspeakimk ~ f hr uhr
hm sgd O kdrshmh™  m ch kdbs ne @ ahb- Hm Inrs b rdr+ sgd
accompanied by others in similar clothing, were carrying weapons such as rifles or RPGs and/or were with
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others carrying such weapons. In some cases, interviewees told Amnesty International they observed a
command relationship between fighters in the same group, whereby one individual in the group gave orders
that others appeared to implement.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k g r gdedgqgqdc sn “rr hk> msr vd’  ghmf
bknsghmf (+ tmkdrr sgdx vdgd b ggxhnmd qbdcohom+ h@ mdhbag
International did not see any images of women carrying weapons). In either case, the assailants may have

been either civilians unaffiliated to an armed group, even if they had a weapon, or members of Palestinian

armed groups not wearingnilitary-style clothing. Without further informationAmnesty International was

unable to make a clear determination.

In several instances where Amnesty International documented abuses, the perpetrators could not be seen in
enough detail to determine their likely affiliation, if any. In other instances, bad quality footage, distance from
the camera or intentional blurringof images when released by Palestinian armed groups meant that any
markers of affiliation, if worn, were not visible. Several people with whom researchers spoke did not
remember enough details to allow Amnesty International to determine the affiliatidrany, ofthe assailants
referred to.

With regard to the holding and treatment of hostages, Amnesty International relied on several sources to
identify the affiliation of individuals responsible for documented acts. This included videos released by
armed groups showing persons in captivity anstatements by armed groups on this subject. It also

considered statements by returned hostages. Many identified the affiliation of those who seized or held them
through interactions with their captors. For example, one returned hostage told Amnesty In&gional that

the people holding her were members of Hamas based on her conversations with her guards, who described
why they joined Hamas and their role in the organization.

2.2.3NVESTIGATING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

In seeking to collect information on sexual violence from a broad range of sources, Amnesty International
worked in line with guidance set out in the International Protocol on Documenting Sexual Violence in Conflict
and the Global Code of Conduct for Gathieg and Using Information About Systematic and Confli&elated
Sexual Violence (Murad Code), which sets out a surviveentred approach to documenting sexual violence.
Both recognize the value of testimony by first responders, medical professionals and therapists, among
others, in sexual violence investigations, or in relying on pegisting statements made by survivors where
possibleas an alternative to renterviewing them?®

Following reports of sexual violence perpetrated during the 7 October 2023 attacks and against hostages,
Amnesty International dedicated significant time, resources and expertise to seek to speak to relevant
sources and collect information about sexual Mience. It sought information about sexual violence when
speaking to all victims, survivors, witnesses, first responders and medical and legal professionals about the 7
October 2023 attacks or treatment of hostages. It also made at least 20 requests, digeotr through
intermediaries, to speak to named individuals who were believed to have information about sexual violence
because, for example, they had spoken to the media or were referenced in reports by Israeli civil society
groups as survivors or withegs of sexual violence or had reportedly seen bodies with signs indicating sexual
violence or treated survivors of such violence.atso spoke to 20 Israeli feminist academics and activists,
lawyers, NGO officials, service providers, journalists and fimakers for information about sexual violence
and/or to request connections to individuals with firdtand information about sexuaViolence andsought but
was unable to speak to five others.

8 International Protocol on the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict, 2nd edition, March 2017,
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wpontent/uploads/2019/06/report/internationaprotocolon-the-documentationand-
investigationof-sexuatviolencein-conflict/International_Protocol 2017 2nd_Edition.pdénd Global Code of Conduct for Gathering and
Using Information About Systematic and Conflidtelated Sexual Violence (Murad Code), 13 April 2022,
https://www.muradcode.com/muraecode

°The International Protocobn the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict sets out the variety of
witnesses who can have information about sexual violence that is relevant for investigation and analysis, including survofors
sexual violence, direct witnessesservice providers and relief workers who witnessed or have knowledge of the attacks through, for
example, treating the victim after the incident. It also refers to doctors, nurses, counsellors and local leaders as pospéttern witnesses.
International Protocolon the Documentation and Investigation of Sexual Violence in Conflict (previously cited), p. 147.

Sgd Ltg' ' c Bncd rs > sdr9 ®Vd gdbnfmhrd sg°s ehmchmf =~ ksdtaniskstoud rntgbdr Zsr
survivors, those around them and to ourselves, of gathering such information directly from survivors, takes thespiresoff survivors and
ognuhcdr I ngd ro bd enq sgdl sn bgnnrd sn o gshbho> sd ng mns-~ Ltg c Bnecc
The Murad Code also encourages individuals gathering information on sexual violence to consider alternatives to gathering
information directly from survivors, including using prior statements as an option or as an alternative tamgrviewing them.
Murad Code (previously cited)Principle 4.8.
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Amnesty Internationakpoketo one individual who said they were subjected to sexual violence during the
attacks, six professionals who said they provided services to victims and witnesses of sexual violence and six
other people who said they saw bodies they thought may have been subjected to sexual violehdes
presentedall of theseaccounts in this report except inthree caseswhere the witness reported seeing
bodiesbecause itfound the account notto be credible or reliable Other peopleit sought to interview did not
agree to speak to the organization or could not be reached. Amnesty Internatior@aliewedrecordings of
statements made in the public domain by people describing being subjected to sexual violence during the 7
October 2023 attacks or while held hostage, andh two cases reviewed referencesin the mediato named
therapists or medical professionalseported to have said the survivor had previously disclosed the sexual
violence to them.

Amnesty International also scrutinized all of the videos and photographs it collected for signs of sexual
violence. It received and reviewed some 20 images that were specifically identified by people it spoke to as
indicating, or possibly indicating, sexuaviolence. It considered multiple factors in assessing whether those
images indeed indicated that they might have been subjected to sexual violence. It considered the location
and time at which images of the body were recorded and reviewed other availainteges to judge if the

body had likely been moved. It also discussed all of these images with one or two independent forensic
pathologists. In most cases, it concluded that the image did not have evidehtialue, for reasons set out
below, andin such cases it has not referencel the image in the report.

As mentioned belowAmnesty International soughinformationfrom the Israeli government and militargn

its investigations into the attacks of 7 October 202®cluding information onany physical evidence that was

collected. Itdid not receive responses to its requestdt also tried but was unable to obtain any information

about the legal status and access to legal counsel of the three Palestinian detainees who were recorded as
®bnmedrrhmf ™~ sn bnllhsshmf g od ctghmf sgd 6 Nbsnadqgq 1/ 1

2.2.6CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

Amnesty International faced numerous challenges to its investigation into the attacks of 7 October 2023 and
the treatment of people taken hostage, many of which were also reported by other organizations carrying out
human rights investigations on the samissues.

GENERAL CHALLENGES

Many of the victims of the actions of Palestinian armed groups within the scope of this report were killed and
therefore cannot bear witness to what happened to them. Many surviving victims, witnesses, first
responders, experts and others declined to speak Amnesty International. The majority of victims and
witnesses whom Amnesty International requested to interview (at least 45) declined to speak to the
organization. This included people contacted directly or through intermediaries. Lawyers, NGO officald
others in direct contact with survivors and witnesses often declined to introduce Amnesty International to
their clients or advised their clients against speaking to the organization. Where survivors and witnesses did
agree to speak to Amnesty Inte@tional, they often chose not to connect researchers to other people they
knew who had relevant informationas they feared these people would not appreciate the request.

The reasons given as to why victims, survivors and witnesses did not want to speak to Amnesty International
were various. Some said they were experiencing ongoing traumaaonversely, as time passed, wanted to

be able to move on from their trauma and rebuild their lives. Some had already spoken to the media multiple
times and did not wish to repeat their account agajrsome specificallyrequestedthat Amnesty International
reviewinformation they had already shared in the public domairSome expressed disust of international
human rights organizations. Some former hostages still had loved ones held hostagthe time Amnesty
International approached themand were afraidthat anything they said could put their loved ones at risk.

They described an impossible process of trying to weigh the benefits and risks of speaking to an international
organization. Some former hostages were also hesitant to speak in case they inadvertshtyed sensitive
security information.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r hmudrshf > shnm v r etqgsgdq bg  kkd
limited forensic evidence after the attack®, and refused to share the information they did have or to give

state employees authorization to speak to Amnesty International researchers. Wthitebodies of deceased

hostages returned to Israel were given a forensic examination, Amnesty International was unable to obtain

copies of the resulting reports. In some cases, family members preferred not to share them. In other cases,

Amnesty International \as unable to reach the families concerned. Forensic experts could not provide the

“YRdd Bg osdg 8 ®Hmudrshf > shnmr~ enqg cds  hkr -
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reports without the consent of the families. In any case, the bodies were generally of individuals who had
been deceased for many months and forensic experts consulted by Amnesty International indicated that the
elapse of time limited the forensic inform&in they were able to obtain.

As noted in detail below, Amnesty International sought but did not receive the cooperation of the Israeli
authorities and military for the purposes of this investigation. In the circumstances, it has referred to several
reports mentioning information proved by the Israeli authorities. In relation to sexual violence in particular,
it has referred to information documented by the Office of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary
General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, which was given access to maiembt shared with Amnesty
International!

ADDITIONAL CHALLENGES TO INVESTIGATING SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Amnesty International faced a number of additional challenges to its efforts to document sexual violence.
Most people who described surviving or witnessing sexual violence to media outlets, medical professionals,
therapists, lawyers or othersand whom Amnesty International was able to contaaeclined to speak to the
organization. The general reasons presented above for why people preferred not to speak to Amnesty
International applied and appeared to be compounded bgdditional factors, including the stgma often
associated with sexual violence and the intensity of the media coverage of reports of sexual violence on 7
October 202312 Campaigning by Israeli feminist groups criticizing international bodies for failing to condemn
sexual violence may also have exacerbated distrust of international human rights organizations on this
issue®®

Other sources of information or evidence were also unavailable or limited. The available visual evidence does
not depict acts of rape being perpetrated* At the same time, it only captures a small fraction of the violence
perpetrated during the attacks. While some assailants used boedyprn cameras, many did not, and not all of

the images were made publicly available. Amnesty International also considerattiexual violence

including rape, may be less likely to surface in visual evidence than some other abuses for multiple reasons,
including the fact that assailants may be less inclined to film such acts.

Other relevant visual evidence including photographs or videos of bodies of people killed or captured with
signs that could indicate sexual violence because of the nature of apparent injuries, unexplained missing
clothing and/or the position of the body is generally lowquality, blurred and inconclusive. Amnesty
International consulted with independent forensic pathologists regarding the conclusions that could be
drawn 1%

The Israeli authorities collected limited forensic evidence following the 7 October 2023 attat¢k$here are
many conflicts globally where forensic evidence is not collected and this is not a requirement to make
findings regarding sexual violenc&. However, the fact that the Israeli authorities collected limited such

“Rdd Bg osdqg 6 ®Ogxrhb k+ rdwt k “mc orxbgnknfhb >k “atrd”™ -

2 A few people said, for example, that they had already spoken to the media multiple times on this issue and did not want ve gi

their account again.Amnesty Internationalwas told about some people who had reportedly been overwhelmed by requests from

the media on this topic while they were still recovering from their own trauma from the attacks.

3 Several people saidhey did notwant to speak toAmnesty Internationaldue to a lack of trustin international human rights

organizations. Israeli officials and some Israeli NGOs had criticized international organizations for not speaking out onadex
uhnkdmbd- Rdd Lr- L f > yhmd+ ®@ uhnkdms c¢dmh’ k 9remihgafutusehwarf r hk d mbd

bghl dr =+ 1 4https://msmatjazide 8om/2024/05/23/hamasvar-crimes-rape-israeliwomen Kn mcnm Qduhdv ne Annj r +

gntm

®Vg"

sgdx chc sn ntqgq vnldm9 @y c¢cdg Ln  udmh htips:/iwdwltb.ckuk/the@ nk d mbd hm v > gshl d +

paper/v46/n09/azadehmoaveni/whatthey-did-to-our-women

* The same conclusion was reached by the Special Representative of the UN Secret@mneral on Sexual Violence in Conflict
(SRSGSVC), which also had access to video evidence held by some Israeli institutions. SRBGC,Mission Report: Official Visit
of the Office of the SRSE&VC to Israel and the Occupied West Bank 29 January+ 14 February 2024, 4 March 2024,
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wgontent/uploads/2024/03/report/missioareport-official-visit-of-the-office-of-the-
srsg-svc-to-israetand-the-occupied-westbank-29-january-14-february-2024/20240304-1sraekoWB-CRSVreport.pdf, para. 74.

> One independent forensic pathologist consulted bfmnesty Internationalconfirmed the difficulties in making conclusions in
relation to the images it analysed of bodies of people killed with missing or displaced clothing, or signs of injuries toctto¢ch.
For example, victims may not have been fully clothed when attackediety may have been dressed minimally while at a party or
while sleeping just prior to the attacks. Their clothing may have been burnt away or torn during their efforts to escapestFir
responders or security forces may have displaced or removed clothingadminister emergency medical treatment or to check
the body for booby traps. Clothing may have come loose or otherwise been disturbed if the body was moved, particularlyvidst
dragged. Blood seen in the crotch may have originated from wounds to othereas of the body, apparent knife wounds to sexual
organs may have been caused by tangential or otherwise atypical gunshots and gunshot injuries to sexual organs may not
necessarily result from direct targeting of these body parts. Burning apparently focaisen the genital region could be explained
by the presence of clothes acting as a wick and concentrating the fire in this are@ral communication with Derrick Pounder,
independent forensic pathologist, 30 August 2024The SRSGSVC also identified several erroneous interpretations of the state of
bodies by some volunteer first responders. SRSE&VC,Mission Report(previously cited), para. 47.

*Rdd Bg osdgq 8 ®Hmudrshf shnmr~ eng cds hkr -

7 The SRSGSVC hasnoted that forensic evidence is not necessary tmake findings of sexual violence SRSGSVC,Mission Report
(previously cited) para. 47, fn. 12.Indeed, even where forensic evidence is collected in accordance with the highest standards, in
peacetime contexts, sexual assaults cannot always be detected.
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evidence following 7 October 2023 has meant that evidence that could have informed an investigation into
rdwt "k uhnkdmbd ctghmf sgd “ss > bjr hr mns “u hk akd- Sgd
International also extended to and nedively affected investigations around sexual violenég.

2.2./ENGAGEMENT WITH HAMAS AND ISRAELI AUTHORITIES

Amnesty International wroteté\ > r dI M" hl + gd ¢ ne G I "r-r Onkhshb >k ~mc H
Department,on 20 June 2025, setting out the findings of this report, asking for any comments on them and
requesting responses to additional questions. It had not received a response ag @ecember2025.

Amnesty International also sought information and cooperation from the Israeli authorities and military for the
purposes of this investigation. It made requests to various ministries, and wrote formally to the Israel Defense
Engbdr ' HCE( Rbon L7duly®02¢f thervlinistry of id@alth on 22 July 2024£? the Israel
Onkhbd Ronjdr odqgr nm# and therMinistryrofrirordigh Affaits lorx8 Ottobkr262%4.The
letters made a range of requests, including to speak to key people with information Amnesty International
believed would help its investigation into the attacks, and to access relevant information or evidence.
Amnesty International also sent numerouf®llow-up communications by email or over instant messaging
services in relation to the letters sent. The requests were either refused or igngred in one case

redirected to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which then did not respond.
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provided information. In particular, it would like to thank all Israelis and other nationals who shared their
experiences in the midst of grief ad trauma or anxiety about the fate of loved ones.

Amnesty International also extends its appreciation to consultants who have supported the gathering of
evidence and interviews in Israel and remotely, and independent forensic pathologists who provided their
analysis.

8 n its request to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for example, on 8 October 2024nnesty Internationabsked for access to the

photographs and videos apparently shared by the Israeli authorities with the SRS®C. It received no response.

Dl "hk sn sgd Hrq dk Cdedmrd Engbdr ' HCE( Ro rAmmkstyoldematonat r Tmhs rdms nm
requested: interviews with a number of named military personnel whose testimonies relating to sexual violence appeared in the

media; interviews with additional military personnel who witnessed injuries or evidence of injuries during the attacks or

immediately after it; a viewing of two videos produced by the Israeli military, one showing the 7 October 2023 attacks and

injuries to Israeli civilians, the second showing testimonies of hostages after their release; copies of documents produged b

armed groupsthat participated in the 7 October 2023 attacks and were captured by the Israeli military. Despite multiple foHow

up phone callsin July and August 2024, none of the requests were granted.

2 Letter to the Israeli Ministry of Health dated and sent by email on 22 July 202 the letter, Amnesty Internationalrequested

to speak to several named individuals, including one individual who had indicated a willingness to speak to the organizaifitime

requisite permissions were obtained. After followp communications and a subsequent narrower request to ask thdinistry of

Health spokesperson a few specific questions to corroborate other information received, the spokesperson ggtthesty

Internationalon 3 September 2024 that all such correspondence had to go through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

2Dl "hk sn sgd Hrg dk Onkhbd Ronj dr odAmnestynternaliomdtequestati mmeetingtodhare 1 t kx 1/ 13- Hm
"mc gqgdbdhud hmenqgl "shnm “~ants sgdhq hmudrshf>shnmr+ gly202dghbg sgdx qgqdokhdc
Amnesty Internationaresponded that it remained interested in meeting at their earliest convenience on 29 July 2024, but received no

further response.

22 | etter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokespersalated and senton 8 October 2024. In the letterAmnesty Internationakequested,

among other things, access to any digital material relevant to its investigation on sexual violesgeh as that which had been shared with

the SRSGSVC. It also referenced the requests for information shared with the police, military and Ministry of Health and asked for

assistance with these requests. No response was received. Previous efforts madetuest a viewing of the two videos produced by the

Israeli military,one showing the 7 October 2023 attacks and injuries to Israeli civilians, the second showing testimonies of hostages after

their release, were unsuccessful.
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3. BACKGROUND

The 7 October 2023 attacks by the AQassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and other Palestinian

"qldc fgntor nbbtggqdc hm sgd bnmsdws ne Hrq dk-r hkkdf k
of apartheid on Palestinians in Israel anthe OPT, including an illegal blockade on the occupied Gaza Strip

that began in 2007. In the wake of the 7 October 2023 attacks, Israel has waged a devastating offensive on

Gaza, within which it has committed genocide against Palestinians, and increasedtiement expansion in

the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, as well as attacks on and the forcible displacement of Palestinians

living there.

Hamas has a history of violating human rights and international humanitarian law, including committing war

crimes in the context of hostilities with Israel. Through its de facto governance of Gaza since 2007, it has

also imposed severe restrictionson Pales h mh ™ mr - bhuhk "~ mc onkhshb k qhfgsr ~ m
there during armed hostilities.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r o0qdr dms-standing and widespeadviolatidn® ms d ws + o
and crimes under international law perpetrated by Israel against Palestinians, does not seek in any way to

justify attacks against civilians ortber crimes under international law perpetrated by Palestinian armed

groups. Violations of international law by one party to a conflict can never justify violations by another.

However, factual background information is important to understand the contemtwhich the attacks of 7

October 2023 were planned and carried out, and to make recommendations to end a long cycle of impunity

for crimes under international law in Israel and the OPT.

3.1SITUATION BEFORE 7 OCTOBER 2023

Amnesty International has documented extensively its concerns relating to the actions of both Israel and

Hamas. For decades, Israel has committed grave violations of human rights and international humanitarian

law in the OPT with impunity. It has done sanithe context of its unlawful occupation of the OPT, comprising

Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, an occupation which it has maintained since 196lh

ltkx 1/13+ sgd Hmsdgm shnm k Bntqgs ne Iltrshbd hrrtdc "~ m
OPT is a clear violation of international law and must be rapidly brought to an efid.

Israel has also adopted repressive and discriminatory laws, policies and practices that amount to a system of
apartheid against Palestinians in the OPT, as well as all other Palestinians whose rights it controls,

including Palestinian citizens of Israel and Palestinian refugedsrael enforces this system to establish and
maintain Jewish demographic hegemony and control over land and resources while minimizing Palestinian
presence. Israeli policies and actions fragment and segregate Palestinians intpamate domains of

oppression and control on account of their Palestinian identity and national status, while allowing unlawful

2 Amnesty Internationat ® Hr g dk | trs dmc hsr nbbto shnm ne O kdrshmd s18 rsno et dkkhmi
February 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/israelust-end-its-occupation-of-palestine-to-stop-fuelling-apartheid-and-
systematichuman-rights-violations

2 International Court of Justice (ICJ), Legal Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupiedtiéan

Territory, Including East Jerusalem, advisory opinion, 19 July 2024. See alsmnesty Internationat ®HB | nohmhnm cdbk > ghmf Hr q" dk
nbbto shnm ne O kdrshmh ™ m sdgghsnghdr tmk > vetk hr ghrsnghb uhmchb shnm ne
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07 /icipinion-declaring-israelsoccupation-of-palestinianterritories unlawfutis-historic-

vindication-of-palestiniansrights
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mass confiscation and exploitation of their resources for the construction and expansion of illegal Israeli
settlements in the OPT for the exclusive use of Jewish Israeli citizéhs.

In 2005, Israel unilaterally withdrew its ground troops from Gaza as part of a policy it termed

®chrdmf > fdldms - Hs gqds hmdc+ gnvdudqg+ jdx “rodbsr ne de
its territorial waters, airspace and the inwardral outward movement of people or goods via land, air and

sea. Israel has also continued to control the supply of electricity, water and access to telecommunications in

F'y + vghkd " krn bnmsgnkkhmf F y"-r bevpcctpedwmdenm qdf hr sqx-
international law.

In June 2007, infighting between the two main Palestinian political groups, Hamas and Fatah, in the wake of

Gl r-r uhbsngx “r ° onkhshb k o gsx hm o gkh Il dms gx dk
Gaza. Fatah and Hamas gunmen unlawfullilled and maimed captured rivals and hostages and used

indiscriminate and reckless fire in and around residential neighbourhoo@sHamas ousted from Gaza forces

loyal to Fatah while the then Fatahled Palestinian Authority suspended the administration of official

institutions in Gaza. Hamas subsequently established a parallel security and law enforcement apparatus,

and has acted since as the de facto government in Gaza, and auled retaliatory measures against former

employees and supporters of the then Palestinian Authoriy.

Hm gdronmrd+ hm Rdosdladqg 1//6+ Hrq dk c¢cdbk gdc F 'y °~ ®
imposed an air, land and sea blockade, increasing the level of severity of the restrictions on the movement of

people and goods in and out of Gaza tisrael and, by extension, to the West Bark.While Israel claimed
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In 2008-2009, 2012, 2014 and 2021, Israel conducted four major military offensives on Gaza that killed at

least 2,700 Palestinian civilians, injured and displaced tens of thousands of others, and caused widespread

damage and destruction to civilian propeytand critical infrastructure. In August 2022 and May 2023, Israeli

forces launched two lowesscale offensives directed at Palestinian Islamic Jihad. In all these offensives,

Amnesty International documented a pattern of unlawful attacks by Israeli forcagainst civilians and civilian

objects, including direct and indiscriminate attacks, failure to provide effective warning to civilians and

wanton destruction of civilian property not justified by military necessity. In 202919, Amnesty

International alsodocumented a pattern of unlawful killings and the intentional infliction of serious injuries by

Hrg dkh engbdr hm sgd bnmsdws ne | “rr oqnsdrsr ax O kdrs
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investigation into violations of international law, including possible war criniés.

Impunity has also persisted for serious violations of international humanitarian law, including possible war
crimes, perpetrated by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups during these armed conflicts with Israel,
in a pattern documented by Amnesty Interational since 2006. Palestinian armed groups fired thousands of
unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated areas in Israel, killing and
injuring hundreds of civilians including Jewish Israelis, Palestinian citizens ¢érael and migrant workers?
Amnesty International has also documented several incidents over the years in which rockets launched by
Palestinian armed groups that misfired killed Palestinian civilians, including children, in Gaza. In N2923,

for example, theAl-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and smaller armed groups,
fired hundreds of indiscriminate rockets towards Israeli towns, killing two civilians in Israel and three
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde21/020/2007/en
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Palestinian civilians in Gaza, including two childref?.Hamas forces also carried ouabductions, torture and
summary and extrajudicial executions, some of which amounted to war crimes, against Palestinians whom
they accused of collaborating with Israéf.

Outside these armed conflicts, air strikes and artillery shelling on Gaza by Israel and indiscriminate rocket
attacks by Palestinian armed groups have occurred frequently since 20(though there have been
significant periods during which no projectiles were launched The range of the rocketghey havefired has
increased over timefrom a few kilometres in the first years to260 rockets with a range of 160km by
2014.

The Hamas authorities in Gaza have praisabe killings of Israeli civilians by Palestinian assailants. Between
March and April 2022, for example, attacks by armed Palestinian individuals killed 18 people in cities and
towns across Israel. While the attackers appeared to have no direct affiliation vidilestinian armed groups,
Hamas leaders in Gaza praised thefft. Hamas leaders have also made public calls for Palestinians to attack
Israelis. On 30 April 2022, Yahya Sinwar, then head of Hamas in Gaza, called on Palestinians to use any
means available to attack Israeli&. His call reportedly contributed to attacks carried out afterwards.

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups previously held Israeli civilians and soldiers hostage, and
withheld the bodies of hostages, in order to force the Israeli authorities to release Palestinian detainees in
exchange?® On several occasions prior to the 7 October 2023 attacks, Hamas seized Israeli civilians and
soldiers and held them as hostages to pressure Israeli authorities into signing a prisoner exchange deal. They
systematically denied these hostages access to the&ernational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) or
communication with the outside world. Avera Mangistu, a Jewish Israeli, and HishanSalyed, a Palestinian
citizen of Israel, went missing after crossing into Gaza in 2014 and 20&spectively, and were held

hostage by the AlQassam Brigades?® Avera and Hisham were both released in February 20258,n the
framework of a broader deal between Israel and Hamés.

Hamas held Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit hostage for over five years after Palestinian fighters captured him in a
cross-border raid in June 2006. It released him in October 2011 in exchange for 1,027 Palestinian
prisoners# It seizedand held for over 10 yearsthe bodies of two othetsraelisoldiers Hadar Goldin and

Oron Shaul,who werekilled during military operations in Gaza in 2014. The body @ron Shaulwas

recovered by Israeli forces during a military operation in January 2025The body of Hadar Goldin was
returned to Israel in November 2025 as part of a hostag@isoner exchange*

Israel has also held the bodies of Palestinians as bargaining chips in a practice dating back to the 1960s. In
recent years it has institutionalized this policy following a government decision that the Israeli Supreme
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Court approved in 2019 The court ruled that it was constitutional for the Israeli military to hold the bodies
of deceased Palestinians, regardless of their political affiliation and regardless of whether they had carried
out a deadly attack or not, in order to compel Hama® releasehostages*®

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have enjoyed impunity for the serious violations of international
humanitarian law they have committed in the hostilities with Israel, including possible war crimes. The
Hamas authorities have consistently failed warry out any sort of investigation into serious violations
committed by its forces and other Palestinian armed groups during previous conflicts with IsrdeAmnesty
International is not aware of the existence of any independent body in Gaza tasked with investigating such
violations and holding alleged perpetrators to account.

In addition to violations of international humanitarian law in its conduct of hostilities against Israel, Hamas
entrenched its rule over Palestinians in Gaza by imposing severe restrictions on freedom of association,
expression and assembly, and arbitrayildetaining and torturing dissident$® In 2019, for example, Hamas
security forces violently cracked down on peaceful Palestinian protesters, activists, human rights workers
(including an Amnesty International research consultant) and local journalists. Hundreds of protesters were
subjected tobeatings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and torture and other forms oftittatment after
Palestinians took to the streets across Gaza to protest against the rising cost of living and deteriorating
economic conditions under the Hamas administratioff. The Hamas authorities continued to carry out the
death penalty in Gaza, despite a moratorium imposed by the State of Palestine since 280%he death
rdmsdmbdr+ hrrtdc ax bntgsr hm F'y> Inrskx enqg "~ kkdfdc b
reached in proceedings that failed to comply with even the minimal standards of due process and fair trial,
and without the ratification of he Palestinian President, as required by Palestinian law.
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In the wake of the 7 OctobeR023 attacks, Israel embarked on a military offensive on Gaza unprecedented

in magnitude, scale and duration, and intensified its illegal blockade on this part of the OPT. Meanwhile,
there were instances where Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups endangered Palestinian civilians
inside Gaza by launching rockets towards Israel from or near civilian areas or by locating fighters and military
targets in or near densely populated civilian areaksrael has also increased settleemt expansion and

attacks against Palestinians in the West Bank.

In its offensive, Israel carried out relentless aerial and ground attacks, many of them with large explosive

weapons, which caused massive damage and flattened entire neighbourhoods and cities across Gaza, along

with their life-supporting infrastructure, sich as hospitals and other medical facilities, along with agricultural
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Hr g dk-r | hhagkied ang injured everr@l0,000 Balestinians, many of them in direct attacks on
civilians or indiscriminate attacks, often wiping out entire multigenerational famili&etween 7 October
2023 and 3 December2025, more than 70,000 people were killed according to the Gazebased Ministry of
Health; the vast majority of them were civiliansThe Ministry of Health also reported that over7D,000
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Palestinians were injured during that period, including thousands who have been left with-kfeanging
injuries resulting in permanent disabilities. More thaB0,000 of those killed were childrer?*
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shrinking, everchanging pockets of land that lacked basic infrastructure, forcing people to live in conditions

that exposed them to a slow and caulated death. It deliberately obstructed or denied the import and

delivery of lifesaving goods and humanitarian aid. It restricted power supplies that, together with damage

and destruction, led to the collapse of the water, sanitation and healthcare sysis. It also subjected

Palestinian women in Gaza to a range of gendered forms of bodily and mental harm, including reproductive

and other genderbased violence?

Between 2 March and 19 May 2025, Israel imposed a total siege on Gaza, completely blocking the entry of
humanitarian aid and commercial supplies, including food, medicine and fuel, iatensifying the

humanitarian catastrophe in Gaz& It then introduced a militarized aid distribution system, whilpreventing

UN and other key humanitarian organizations from distributing certain essential items, like food parcels, fuel

and shelter, within Gaz&?* It thereby continued to use starvation afiviliansas a weapon of wab®> On 22
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On 10 October 2025, a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas came into effedevertheless,Israeli forces
killed and injured hundreds of Israeli civilians in the following weeRsWhile the ceasefireled to the entry of
more humanitarian aid the situationin Gaza remainedcritical. Some 1.5million people were in need of
emergency shelter iters; 81% of all structuresin Gaza were destroyed or damageahd 87% of cropland

was damagedP® In the days following the ceasefire, reports emerged of Hamas and affiliated armed groups
engaging in extrajudicial executions of Palestinians in GaZa.

Israel has subjected thousands of Palestinians from Gaza to incommunicado detention and acts of torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment, including rape and other sexual violence
in detention® The UN Commission of Inquiry found that Israel has employed sexual, reproductive and other
forms of genderbased violence against Palestinians as part of a broader effort to undermine their right to
self-determination and carried out genocidal acts througthe systematic destruction of sexual and
reproductive healthcare facilitie$?

In December 2024, Amnesty International found that Isra@as committing genocide in Gaza; its forces
carried out acts prohibited under the Genocide Convention, with the specific intent to physically destroy
Palestinians in Gaza. These aciscluded killings, causing serious bodily or mental harm and deliberately
inflicting on Palestinians in Gaza conditions of life calculated to bring about their physical destruction. This
finding was based on a detailed review and holistic assessment of It k - r  surhGaza ov@rmimem
months between 7 October 2023 and early July 2024, and analysis of statements by senior Israeli
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% Amnesty Internationat ®F "y 9 Duhcdmbd onhmsr sn Hrqg dk-r bnmshmtdc trd ne rs qu shi
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/gazvidence points-to-israels continued-use-of-starvationto-inflict-genocideagainst

palestinians

®*Hmsdf g sdc Og ' rd Ennc Rdbtghsx Bk rrhehb shnm 'HOB(+ ®B2y  Rsgho9 E | hmc
August 2025, https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfewebsite/countriesin-focus-archive/issue134/en

57 OCHA,@Humanitariansituation update #340: Gaza Strip + 01 Mn u d httasd/\gwwIlo¢hadogt.org/content/humanitariassituation

update-340-gazastrip

®OCHA®Qdongsdc hl o bs 13BDecambayn/sO4pfevioysly cittd.q h o

% Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human RighthNGB GQ( + ®F 'y~ 9 nmfnhmf wuhnk > shnmr “mc qhrjr sn b
https://palestine.un.org/en/303276gazaongoingviolationsand-risks-civilians

% Amnesty Internationat  ® Hr g~ dk . NOS9 Gngghexhmf b rdr ne sngstqd “mc cdfg chmf sqd’ sl
“qgqdr sr T+ 7 [Mtpsi/dvivwaaingesty drglef/latest/news/2023/11/israept-horrifying-casesof-torture-and-degrading
treatmentof-palestiniandetaineesamid-spike-in-arbitrary-arrests Amnesty Internationat  ® Hr g *dk I trs dmc | “rr hmbnl |l t mhb"
"mc sngstgd ne O kdr s h mhitpsoiwwwenopnmesty.ofg/en/latesttnewd/2024107/igraglust-énd-riass
incommunicado-detention-and-torture-of-palestiniansfrom-gaza

5 UN Commission of Inquiry, Report, 13 March 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/58/CRP.6.
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-snapshot-gaza-strip-3-december-2025
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/israel-opt-two-months-of-cruel-and-inhumane-siege-are-further-evidence-of-israels-genocidal-intent-in-gaza
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/israel-opt-two-months-of-cruel-and-inhumane-siege-are-further-evidence-of-israels-genocidal-intent-in-gaza
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165552
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/gaza-evidence-points-to-israels-continued-use-of-starvation-to-inflict-genocide-against-palestinians
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/gaza-evidence-points-to-israels-continued-use-of-starvation-to-inflict-genocide-against-palestinians
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/countries-in-focus-archive/issue-134/en
https://palestine.un.org/en/303276-gaza-ongoing-violations-and-risks-civilians
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-horrifying-cases-of-torture-and-degrading-treatment-of-palestinian-detainees-amid-spike-in-arbitrary-arrests
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-horrifying-cases-of-torture-and-degrading-treatment-of-palestinian-detainees-amid-spike-in-arbitrary-arrests
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-must-end-mass-incommunicado-detention-and-torture-of-palestinians-from-gaza
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-must-end-mass-incommunicado-detention-and-torture-of-palestinians-from-gaza

government and military officials, and official Israeli bodi€3.The UN Commission of Inquinsimilarly
concluded that Israel was committing genocide against the Palestinians in Gaza in September 2825.

On 21 November 2024, the ICC Prdrial Chamber issued arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, then Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and (in the absence of confirmation of his
death) Mohammed AtMasri (known as Mohammed Deif), then head of the Apassam Brigadesfor war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Gaza and Israel from at least 7 OctoBéR3.%*

Hamas and other Palestinian armed groupwere also responsible for endangering Palestinian civilians inside

Gaza. Amnesty International found instances where Hamas fired rockets from densely populated areas,

including camps for displaced civilians. They operated from, or in the vicinity of, residetareas, including

makeshift tented camps. Their fighters were present in schools and camps where internally displaced people
vdgd s jhmf rgdksdg+ hmbktchmf ok b dTheytheteforefviokates d c a x
their obligations to take all feasible precautions to protect civilians and civilian objects under their control

against the effects of attacks, and to avoid locating, to the extent feasible, military targets in or around

densely pgulated areas®

Hamas has also been responsible for summary killings of Palestinians in Gaza. For example, on 21
November 2023, armed men affiliated with Hamas rounded up approximately a dozen men, alleging that
they worked for Israeli forces, and summarily killed theff.

Meanwhile, since the start of the offensive on Gaza, the Israeli authorities have rapidiynd unlawfully+
advanced Jewishsettlementsin the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, forcing Palestinians
from their homes and historic land. They have done so through the adoption of new seizure orders, plans
and other measures, in line with longtanding apartheid policies and practicg the demolition of Palestinian
homes and other property; and by backing, or failing to prevent, the dramatic increaseattacks by Israeli
settlers perpetrated against Palestinian farming and herding communities at an unprecedented rate.
Between 1 January 2024 and30 September2025, OCHA recorded 2660 attacks by Israeli settlers against
Palestiniansthat resulted in casualties and/or property damag¥.

These statebacked attacks, coupled with increased movement restrictions by Israel following 7 October
2023, the destruction of homes by Israeli forces and operations by Israeli or Palestinian forces, have resulted
in significant displacement.Between 1 January 2024 and30 September2025, 39,843 Palestinians had

been displaced across the West Ban#

Hr g

% Amnesty International- Xnt Eddk Khjd Xnt @qd Rtagtl  m-9 H(peviodsy<cited.Fd mnbhcd @f " hmrs O°

% UN Commission of Inquiry, Report, 16 September 2025, UN Doc. A/HRC/60/CRP.3.

The International Association of Genocide Scholahsd passed a resolutiorin August 2025c d bk “ ghmf sg° s ®Hr g dk-r onkhbhdr

Gaza meet the legal definition of genocide in Article Il of the United Nations Convention for the Prevention and PunishnfetheaCrime of

Fdmnbhcd '0837( - Hmsdgm s hnm®H@F@ rgndlrn’kst lsrhm m en nF dsngrdb hbr chas t R lsghmkm chrm+ F °

https://genocidescholars.org/wsgontent/uploads/2025/08/IAGSResolutioron-GazaFINAL.pdf

% In February 2025, in light of confirmation thaMohammed Deif had been killed, the Chamber terminated proceedings against him. See
rdbshnm 8-2-1 ®Hmsdgm shnm >k itrshbd I dbg mhrlr ™ -

% Amnesty Internationat ® Hr g~ dk . NOS9 Hrq‘dkh “ss bjr s qgfdshmf ) "mc nsgdq
hm Qe g rgntkc ad hmudrshf ttgsdlwwwramnestmrgﬁe@ahelstMews/ZOZMO&ihsr@bt fsr‘aelkaitacks/ 13+

targetinghamas-and-otherarmed-group-fighters-that-killed-scoresof-displaced-civilians-in-rafah-should-be-investigatedas-war-crimes
% Amnesty Internationat ® O kdr sh®dd' Rs sd ne(seagd ,¥mlRe2d (previoGly titedn Qh f gsr

NBG@+ ®Vdrs A’ mj I nmsgkx rm orgns9 B’ xSepteknbenld r1+6 @caber2026s x ¢ | ~ f d ~ mc

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/wesdbank-monthly-snapshotcasualtiesproperty-damage-and-displacementjuly-2025
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https://genocidescholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/IAGS-Resolution-on-Gaza-FINAL.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/08/israel-opt-israeli-attacks-targeting-hamas-and-other-armed-group-fighters-that-killed-scores-of-displaced-civilians-in-rafah-should-be-investigated-as-war-crimes
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4. OVERVIEW

4.1ATTACKS AND AFTERMATH

The attacks launched by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups against southern Israel on 7 October
1/12 vdgd sgd cd ckhdrs hm ~ rhmfd ¢ x rhmbd Hrq dk-r d

Some 1,200 people were killed during the attacks. Over 800 of them were civilians, including at least 36
children. Most of the civilians killed were Jewish Israelis, but scores of Asian and African migrant workers,
students and asylum seekers and dozens ®&edouin citizens of Israel were also among the fatalities. Around
300 of those killed were Israeli soldier¥.

More than 4,000 people were injured in the attack, with some 2,000 requiring hospital treatment and 630
requiring hospitalizatior’? The assailants destroyed civilian infrastructure and property, such as byrning
houses and making them uninhabitablé® They also seized 251 peoplé civilians and soldierst and forcibly
brought them to Gaza. The majority were taken alive and held hostage, but, in 36 caseportedly,
Palestinian assailants seized the bodies of people killed during the attacks.

“TM Mdvr+ ®TM neehbh” kr qdldladg aqts k 6 Nbsnadg “ss bjr+ gdhsdg’ sd mddc
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/10/1155421IDF, 7.10 The Inquiries https://www.idf.il/en/minisites/7-10-the-inquiries (accessed 30

April 2025).

© Amnesty Internationakonducted a comparative analysis of the following sources to compile these approximate figures: Human Rights

Watch+ B®HM-s Dqg rd @kk sg@ lKAdkmakmregm!| @dIxdd hfngnt or17JuyB®©hadqgq 6 @rr  tks nm Hrqg®
https://www.hrw.org/report/20 24/07/17Aicant-erase-all-blood-my-mind/palestinianarmed-groups-october7-assaultisraet Kan, Kan

7.10.360 Digital Memorial Projecthttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/len(accessed 30 April 2025); October 7th GeWisualization Project,

Mapping the Massacre https://oct7map.com(accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or, Keren Yaliklor and Yuval Harpaz, Death Locations of

1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between910.2023, https://yuvat

harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9 _eng.htmil * bbdr rdc 2/ @oqhk 1/14(: Hrg dk+ Lhmhrsqgx ne Enqgdhfm

8 October 2023 (updated 27 February 2025)https://www.gov.il/len/pages/swordsf-iron-civilian-casualties Israel, National Insurance,

®C' s’ ‘-snmgdg Irhey rhmbd sgd adf hmmhmf ne sgd v q +
https://www.btl.gov.il/English%20Homepage/About/PressReleases/Pages/NetunimHaziSHanaShelLehima(aspassed 30 April 2025);

@EO+ ®Gnv | "mx bghkcgdm vdgd jhkkdc hm G | "https:#iwwMibasamsacdngnewis/hows s ~ bj >~ + 00 Nb s
many-children-were-killed-in-hamas-s-october-7-attack-9c1d8239

Around 100 were members of emergency response squadkitot konenuf), the Israeli police and other Israeli security forces, excluding the

Israeli military.

In addition to those killed by Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, around 14 civilians were killed by Israeli fire.\3¢eCommission

of Inquiry, Report, 14 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/26.

“"@bbngchmf sn Sgd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®@s kd ' rs 3+723 odndénd vdgd hmitgdc nr
Nbsnadqg 6- Sgd mdv m shnm vhkk ad htds]//vwyw.dneesofisrael.com/ithaschefweskirew-agied-on+ 6 Mnudl adqg 1/
october7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations

“Rg - gnm Fnkcl " m “mc nsgdqr+ ®Nbsnadqg 6sg | “rr b rt > ksxr208s bj hm Hrq dk?9
Annals of Surgery Open: Perspectives on Surgical History, Education, and Clinical Approaches, Volume 5, Issue 3,
https://journals.lww.com/aosopen/fulltext/2024/09000/october_7th_mass_casualty_attack_in_israel__injury.27.aspx

“"Rdd Bg osdg 4 ®Tmk vetk jhkkhmfr “mc “ss > bjr nm bhuhkh> mr~ enqg cds  hkr -
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TARGETING CIVILIANS
MURDER, HOSTAKIEG AND OJI@ERTIMYSPALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA

Amnesty International 37


https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/10/1155421
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https://oct7map.com/
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https://www.barrons.com/news/how-many-children-were-killed-in-hamas-s-october-7-attack-9c1d8239
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-israel-we-knew-died-on-october-7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations
https://www.timesofisrael.com/the-israel-we-knew-died-on-october-7-the-new-nation-will-be-scarred-for-generations
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Sites of ground attacks on civilians in Israel on 7 October 2023
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Sites of ground attacks on civilians on 7 October 2023 that were investigated by Amnesty
International

Other sites of ground attacks on civilians, based on Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project
(https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre
(https://oct7map.com); and Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen
During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023 (https://yuval-
harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html)
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Israeli military targets attacked
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2 Breaches of the fence

Israeli military targets subjected to rocket and ground attacks on 7 October 2023, based on Kan,
Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project (https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en); October 7th Geo-
Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (https://oct7map.com); and Sagi Or and others, Death
Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-9.10.2023
(https://yuval-harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html).

The attacks started with a barrage of indiscriminate rocketsid mortars being launched by Palestinian

armed groups from Gaza into Israel just before 6.30am on 7 October 2023. The thousands of rockets mostly
struck southern Israel, killing and injuring several civilians, most of them from the Bedouin communities in
the Negev/Nagab region of southern Israel, but some reached Tel Aviv and Jerusafém.

Shortly after, as rockets continued to be fired from Gaza, more than 3,000 fighters from theQ&lssam

Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and fighters from other Palestinian armed groups breached the

perimeter fence surrounding Gaza at multiple locatisnhaving disabled the surveillance system along it, and

entered Israel’® Theyoverran and attacked key Israeli military positions near the perimeter fence

surrounding Gaza: the Erez crossing checkpoirthe adjacent Gazafocused base of the Coordination of

Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), a unit within the Israeli Ministry of Defense tasked with

administering civilian matters in the OPT, and the Zikim base, a@brth of Gaza; the military bases or

ntsonrsr ne Jhrrtehl+ M gk Ny+ O f° "mc Qd-hl+ “kk sn s
Shalom and Sufa, both to the soutieast.

At the same time, they attacked around 30 kibbutzim and moshavim, as well as the city of Sderot, in the
areasin Israelsurrounding Gaza, and Ofakim, which lies further east. Some of these communities were

®"Rdd Bg osdg 4 ®Tmk vetk jhkkhmfr “mc “ss > bjr nm bhuhkh> mr~ enqg cds  hkr -
% Israeli military assessments claimed that some 3,800 fighters were fromtheRAl r r | -r dkhsd Mtjga" engbdr “knmd- Sh
®Qdongs9 Mdv HCE “rrdrrldms rgnvr rnld 5+// /httpE/lwww.timesofisreeucon/rdport Hr g~ dk nm Nb ¢
new-idf-assessmentshowssome-6000-gazansinvaded-israelon-oct-7

7 Amnesty Internationakcounted 21 kibbutzim and nine moshavim among the localities attacked, based on the following sources: Human

Rights Watcr H®B™ m-s Dqg ' rd @kk gk dakmmd " engrdq | ldx LFlgmdad o r(previdublyscited)dkgn, 6 @r r 't ks nm
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-new-idf-assessment-shows-some-6000-gazans-invaded-israel-on-oct-7
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-new-idf-assessment-shows-some-6000-gazans-invaded-israel-on-oct-7

only a few hundred metres from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza; others were further away. They also
attacked the Nova music festival, also known as the Supernova Sukkot Gathering, which took place north of
Qd- hl + “mc Or xct bj + ivalthattookplace bejweemtihe kidbutzimhobNir ©zand

Nirim, as well as Zikim beach, which had been the site of a party the previous night.

The fighters from the AlQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups mostly entered Israel in
pickup trucks and other vehicles through the breaches they opened in the perimeter fenteA small

number flew over the fence using motorized paraglidef8.Someentered Israel by sea on boats, while others
were stopped at sea before they could reach larfl.They were heavily armegdwell trained and equipped?!
They carried heavy machine guns, assault rifles, hand grenades, RPGs and other weapons, as well as
instructions and maps, emergency medical kits and food and water suppli&s.

Before 8.20am local time on 7 October 2023, Mohammed Deif, then head of the-Blassam Brigades,

mmnt mbdc sg' s sgdx g-@prk’ Ekbbhgdc ®Nodmcshmmg @k-r | hkhs g
b g h | 8dQther-leaders of the political wing of Hamas later confirmed the leadership role of theQ&lssam
Brigades.Saleh AtArouri, then Deputy Head of the Political Bureau of Hamas, stated on 12 October 2023:

®Hs Zsgd 6 Nbsnadg 1/12 "~ ss  bjr\ v-Qassamlgadership °" mhydc °
hmrsgt bsdc sgd agnsgdgr vgn o qshbho  $dc hm sgd nod

Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project (previously cited); October 7th G&tisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited);

Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betwe8ril®.2023 (previously

cited). In most cases, the assailants entered the localities concerned; in others, they fired weapons at the localities but wepelled before

they could enter.

s Amnesty Internationalerified several videos of fighters entering Israel in pickup trucks, for example: video posted by th@assam

Brigades on their Telegram channel on 7 October 2023 and held on file Bymnesty International video posted by South First Responders

on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on file Bymnesty Internationalvideo posted by South First Responders on its

Telegram channel on 22 November 2023 and held on file bmnesty International

“Hmr hcd Dchshnm+ ®G |1 r ehfgsdqr dmsdgq Hrg dk vhsg Insnghydc o q fkhcdqgr "
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9X1wF0cOUQ

OXmdsmdvr + ®-Vd j mdv sxgshgrd nv “srg do nghtmmss naed fminm-gq9d sSggdn r nkchdgr vgn rsnoodc G|
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bkfdrueijg G " qdsy+ ®Nm Nbsnadgq 6+ Hrg dk&r m ux v r nmkx qd’ cx
28 February 2025, https://www.haaretz.com/israehews/2025-02-28/ty-article/.premium/onoctober7-israelsnavywasonly-ready-for-a-
limited-attack-idf-probe-reveals/000001954b1d-dfb4-a1f7-fbbd5b330000

2AAB+ ®Gnv G I r athks ° engbd sn ° s shitgs;jwwh.bbg.cothkews/worldhiddéteastn adg + 16 Mnudl ac
67480680

2ABSBAM Mdvr + ®QOFr+ sgdqgqlna ghb fgdm cdr9 Hrg dk chrok xr vd onmr trdc a>
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjHajOzT5flHuman Rights Watchk H®B ™ m- s Dq  r d @k k :PglestiniarkAnnmed e qn | Lx Lhmc™

Fgntor - Nbsnadqg (Brevi@usly citedk sp. 545M. Hr g~ d k —

& The first mention of the message was on Al Jazeera at 8.18am local time (5.18am UTC). Al JazeeraP b ®KF B PHX bbid FXUYHAAY : PT YO
MpNIOF papem Yg@Amp hBl deg TEdOMPF¥Yd k t mbgdc vhsghm g ke "m gntq 4+/// qgnbj ds
sgd dmdl x ~\ + &ttpdVeswiyautiie.cdniwatzh?vexL5 Nw1l0(translation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty

Internationa).

# AlJazeeraf X 9/11 wTpc XTpA nAK wBpUbe wbp Z®CuWMK sxW@UdCtAWeEGEd " whbgc lONkhpshbBOK lak
Il “yddg 9 Sghr hr " m “cu mbdc a sskd nm sgd o sg sn ntq odnokd&r eqgddcnl ~\
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAgZA0GDel(itanslation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty Internationg). See also

Gl °r Ldch® Neehbd+ ®Ntg m gqq shud£f£ Nodg shnm @k @pr° Eknnc~ 'oqduhntrkx
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjHajOzT5fU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M&rco=1

Recorded presence of armed groups
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Sites of attacks where Amnesty International identified the presence of fighters from the
following Palestinian armed groups:

‘Z Al-Qassam Brigades ﬁ Al-Quds Brigades Al-Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades

K;’ Unidentified armed groups

7= Sites of ground attacks on civilians on 7 October 2023 that were investigated by Amnesty
=" International

Evidence including hundreds of videos and testimonies collected by Amnesty International and other

investigators indicates that the majority of fightersaking part in the attackswere from the AlQassam

Brigades,but alsoincluded fighters from the AlQuds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad,

andfromthe AF@pr ° L gsxqr - Aghf cdr+ enqgldgkx sg¥8 | hkhs > gx vhm

There is evidence that fighters from other Palestinian armed groups joined the attacks, including: the
Mujahideen Brigades, the military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Moveméhthe National Resistance
Brigades or Omar AlQasem Forces, the military wing of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine?” and the Martyr Abu Ali Mustafa Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Front for the Liberation

% Videos verified byAmnesty Internationakhow fighters with signs of affiliation to these three groups involved in attacks in southern Israel

on 7 October 2023, as set out in subsequent chapters in this report. Where affiliations are evident, the fighters are moshdfom the At

Qassam Briga@s. Each of these armed groups has claimed publicly to have been involved in the 7 October 2023 attacks, including on their

social media accounts. See also UN Commission of Inquiletailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel

10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 23246.

8 The Mujahideen Brigades posted several messages on their Telegram channel on 7 October 2023. In thtéey stated that they were

fighting alongsidethe AP~ r r ° I Agqhf  cdr+ ehfgshmf vhsg sgd ®dmdl x~ hmrhcd sgd ®nbbtohd
soldiers - Lti "ghcddm Aqghf cdr + Slktthsd/fne/ddrebmofanden/3#87 &tps Nthne/dasetinupjatidén/B 288

https://t. me/darebmojahden/3789 https://t.me/darebmojahden/3790(translations from the original Arabic into English bfmnesty

Internationa). See also UN Commission of Inquinbetailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in IsrakEd June

2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para247.

8 Amnesty Internationalerified one video taken during the 7 October 20023 attacks in which an armed man has a patch on his vest that

"ood gqr sn ad sg° s ne sgd M shnm k Qdrhrs > mbd Aghf c dofthe N&idrdl r dbshnm 4-0- ¢
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of Palestine® The Nasser Salah aDin Brigades, the military wing of the Popular Resistance Committees,
announced that it joined the attacks, but Amnesty International did not find any evidence that it did so in
practice &

In his message issued before 8.20am on 7 October 2023, Mohammed Deilled onpeople®h m ~ kk o  gsr ne
the Arab and Islamicworld s n i nhm sgd ~ss  bj9

®Snc  x hr sgd c¢c x- Vgndudg g ' r °~ ghekd+ kds sgdl agq
rifle, let them come out with theavertheir hatchet, their axe or their Molotov cocktail, in their truck, their
atkkcnydg® ng sgdhqg b qg- "~

Similar callst albeit using different terminology: were made by Saleh AArouri, then Deputy Head of the
Political Bureau of Hamas, before 9am local time on 7 October 2023and later by otherarmed groups with
military wings, including the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestfend the Popular Resistance
Committees?®

Whether they responded to the calls or acted spontaneously, hundreds of Palestinians in civilian clothing
entered Israel from Gaza through the breached fence to join the attacks in what appeared to be a largely
uncoordinated manner?* People in civilian clothing took part in the attacks in a number of locations,
hmbkt chmf sgd | haat % Kowévernté ndviknawvn hoyw manynaf theselindividubls in
civilian clothing might have been lovevel fighters in Palestinian armed groups. It seems likely that some
were, as many members of armed groups usually dress in civilian clothes; only a minority, usually more

Resistance Brigades, but the fighters in the video are partially blurred and no insignia are visible on their clothing. Videailable at: Joe

Sgtyl "m+ W onrs9 ®Cdlnbg shb Eqgnms e nhttpss/gcdm/iksthtasd #12257244086047€150° k dr shmd ~ + 01 |
See also Human Rights Watcl®H B™ m-s Dqg rd @kk GglddrAkmmik’  req@d | dx HEdmicord- Nbsnadg 6 @rr |
(previously cited), p. 10.

% pPopular Front for the Liberation of Palestineyp /g Fust v /pHHRWYA inTpHihavwr i :widl WP Y. Ropular Front: This is a day when the

m stgd ne sgd bnmekhbs ~mc sgd ¢ 7h®cobes2023mtes:/Hitp.gds/p@dt23220/WC2%AMymMI Y Ok k ad qgdbnudc
VI F p-wbiOH /D t3 TiRdkr BACRMAD Aw@Fuurs fnpAfabic). See also Human Rights Watcl®H B™ m-s Dqg rd @kk sgd Aknnc e
Lhm®O© &dr shmh™ m @ql dc Fqgnt or(previdublyscited)dpgqll.6 @r r "t ks nm Hr g dk

% The Nasser Salah aDin Brigadesonr sdc nm sgdhq Sdkdfg' |l bg mmdk s O0/-/5hel knb >k shld '6®6
fighters of the Nasser Salah &Din Brigades are participating in the ARgsaFlood battle in defence ofAl-Agsa Mosque and join their

brothers in the Martyr 1zz aDin AFQassam Brigades and the Palestinian resistance in this blessed operation, Igliand capturing a large

number of Zionist soldiers and settlers Nasser Salah aDin Brigades, Telegram post: WF p MIOF a4 T pIOF ubltb p HF XxOF wt MIOF gK p
LTADBAT ¢ T wBA®AleHaFe glfhtkHGE "ppxb PUIHAFI t mh p 4Dia Brigadest thk enilitarkarnsof tie Rekistancel g R™ k ° g ~ k

Bnl |l hssddr hm O kdr tpsritdne/alwya2000/M0Y4(tramsldtipn from the2otiginal Arabic into English bfmnesty

Internationa).

% The first mention of the message was on Al Jazeera at 8.18am local time (5.18am UTC). Al JazeeraP b ®KF B PHx bbi3 [FXYHAAY : PT Y IO
MpNKOF pgpbem dERAmMpHBl de t6dO@®F¥d k t mbgdc vhsghm g ke " m gntgqg 4+/// qgnbj ds
sgd dmdl x ~\ + &ttpdVeswiyautiie.cdni/watzh?vexL5 Nw1ll0(translation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty

Internationa).

“SalehAdA@gnt gh v 'r gdongsdc ax @k | yddg™ s 7-4/"1 knb k shld "4-4/"1 TSB(
gdrhrs > mbd ehfgsdgr hm sgd Vdrs A ' mj£ Vdadpb  kkKEkmmcnt gmakkid ocougied dsgn +o ‘®dGs h b h o * «
Vdrs A mj hrrtdr BO kkkd rssnh mdg Idrr b “hkm s@iHrng “tdokc * sdr 9 F 'y ™ tmcdqg anla ' qcl dms +
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/10/7/israphlestine-escalationlive-news-barrage-of-rocketsfired-from-gaza

Seealso SerajTMiB CFpt nHAK pplOFmM mMp/TIOF p T 3bbZ @Kbd Nidrdug t@l4oBa: The AAggae Flopd paftle : n U4 O ppMpF

is a battle todestroys gd dmd!| x ~mc qgdr onmc sn Stpd/eegaj.tdpod314836/a A Tuvib JhisHbids ani@ dFqVF KIFFOE 2 +
B GnFstiKip -0l {m /i b gy /Hslf(in Arabic).
2Hm ° rs sdldms | "gqgjdc “r adhmf hrrtdc °~ s 0/ - 14helPepular§rdntcallebonk * g Egqnms engq

ntg gdgnhb odnokd “bgnrr O k@pshm&Ekesmce gqsBBhkd+sd bhgslegadkx sigumhggon+s @es hnm

possess, to swoop on the enemy army and its settlers, cut its supply routes, sabetig vital facilities and chase the Zionist invaders, who

are terrified in front of the resistance strikes and the blows to them in every inch of the land of Palestine.

®Sgd Egqgnms rsgdrrdc hsr b kk nm “kk sgnrd vgn b ggx vttttofthemr + drodbh ™ kkx |
odnokd ne O kdr s h mdPopulér Frontfor she Isibgratiorgof Rblestireysu Eugip i/ IpHHRWIA ITpHHawr 1wl Ry

Wt ZOhOE kg Egqnms9 Sghr hr ° ¢ x vgdm sgd m stqgd ne ], §Qaobeb2028e k hbs ~ mc sgd
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0 A F oy OO Ra FRNKT 2 JWIAYEIER XD A@FuulB (Ergndation from the original Arabic into

English byAmnesty Internationd).

% The statement that the Nasser Salah€@h m Aghf “cdr onrsdc nm sgdhg Sdkdfqg |I-Agsg" mmdk nm 6 Nbsn
Flood will redraw the map of the region, correct the compass with blood and body parts, and honour again the origin of thlicg which is

the liberation of Palestine. We call on our brothers in all regions of the country, in the [West] Bank, Jerusalem and theipiet! interior to

rise up and stand as one man and ignite the ground with hell and fire under the feet of the ocoensi, for today is the day of battle and your

dmdl x hr vd ' jdg sg ' m ° rDinBdgddgs, Telegraingest: WA p MIOFq o R P KOF g n bikb p HbfF X IOF wT MIOF g K pp |
ATADBAT ¢ T wBM@A@HaFe pglfhtkAHG pxb POIHAFI t mh p Dia Brigadest thk enilitarkarnsof tbe Rekistancel ¢ R™ k ° g =~ k

Bnll hssddr hm O kdrshmd™\ "ogduhntrkx bhsdc(-

“Sgd TM Bnll hrrhnm ne Hmpthgx r > hc sg°'s O kdrshmh ™ mr ®cualdraei dc hm bhuhkh" n
sources. UN Commission of InquiryDetailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in IsraBD June 2024, UN

Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para. 20.

“Rdd Bg  osdgs 5 hen&nr'smcf dr dhyt gd ne anchdr DetaildFhdingkon AttacksMCarBed Dutbnr r hnm ne Hmpt

and After 7 October 2023 in Isragl10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 25@59.
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https://x.com/i/status/1712257244036047015
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر
https://t.me/alwya2000/6074
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cxL5_Nw1l0
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/10/7/israel-palestine-escalation-live-news-barrage-of-rockets-fired-from-gaza
https://seraj.tv/post/31435/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89:-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85%D9%87
https://seraj.tv/post/31435/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89:-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%B7%D9%88%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85%D9%87
https://pflp.ps/post/23720/%C2%A0الجبهة-الشعبية-هذا-يوم-تسترد-فيه-طبيعة-الصراع-%C2%A0وكرامة-الأمة-العر

high-ranking ones, wear militarystyle clothing. Leaders of Hamas have also indicated that both fighters and
civilians entered Israel after the initial wave of attackS.

The assailants in civilian clothing carried out widespread looting of homes and property in residential
communities in Israel. Some also participated in killings, the destruction of property, abductions and other
serious abuses”

The date of the attacks, 7 October 2023, was a Sabbath and Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah, immediately
following the severday Jewish holiday of Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles), an important national religious
holiday when more military personnel thangual would have been on leave and communication would have
been impaired as many practising religious people would have been offline and off their phones. The attacks
came as a major surprise to the Israeli military. The military surveillance system anditary bases and

facilities around Gaza were taken over and dismantled quickly, impeding an immediate Israeli military
response. It took the Israeli military several hours to reach the locations under attack, in some cases until the
end of the day. In themeantime, local emergency response squadsifot konenuf), armed teams

responsible for security in kibbutzim, moshavim and other small civilian communities, and local armed

police tried to resist the assailants. The Israeli military regained control of tharder with Gaza and over

most of theareas surrounding itoy 8 October 2023. However, in some places, fighting continued for several
days. The Israeli military estimated that it killed more than 1,600 assailants and captured 149 others during
the attacks launched on 7 October 20238

Enkknvhmf sgd rs” qgs ¥ the AHQagsand Brigadeandeothet Ratestiniach armed F~ y ~ +
groups in Gaza continued to fire unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards
populated areas in Israel, as well as Israeli forces inside Ga#a.

Tens of thousands of people living in the areas attacked on and after 7 October 2023, as well as other areas
of southern Israel, were displaced from their home$8! Many were still displaced months latet’> Many have
since returned to their communities, in some cases after rebuilding their homes.

4.2LEGAL CONTEXT

The attacks launched on southern Israel on 7 October 2023 and the subsequent holding of hostages were
part of a noninternational armed conflict between Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, on the one
hand, and Israel, on the other. This occurred inhie context of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, and Gaza, which is itself an ongoing international armed conflict.

Members of the military wings of Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups, whether they were wearing
military-style clothing with identifying insignia or were wearing civilian clothing, acted as fighters in the
conflict, as did members of the Israeli miléry.

Other individuals were civilians. In general, civilians should not be targeted in an armed conflict, but they
can lose their immunity from direct attack when, and only for such time as, they directly participate in

®SalehAt@gnt gh+ sgdm Cdotsx Gd c ne sgd OnkhsNpdkmEAsgd btdnek& himrF y  hcvnmdoO
fact that the borders were open and the [Israeli] army in the [Gaza] Envelope had collapsed, a number of civilians, young areharmed

l'dm dmsdgdc eqnl F 'y - Sgdqgd v r rnld Isetlements[refernng todscheliciklidn qd "  bgdc sgd j haat
communities in theareas surroundingGaza]. Then some security guards there, soldiers and settlers clashed inside these kibbutzim and
settlementswith AP~ rr * 1 ZAghf > cdr\ xntsg+ wWgdedeq, kwlsp Bm M h:kljg MCHAWtE ks dybpc O ¢ by
FXINl wrTpcZBCpgat sdKgdspUhe G | "r-r onkhshb k atgd t sn @k | "yddg 9 Sghr
eqgddcnl ~\ "ogqduhntrkx bhsdc(-

A rdl M hl+ gd c ne G I r-r Onkhshb >k "mc Hmsdgm shnm énts@dk shnmr Cdo qgs|l

“qldc engbdr~ vgn ®qgtrgdc h mBasdmsNgim,tetsertdHuman Rights Watbhnld Aprill2@G24, av@iladle’atr ~— -

Human Rights Watch® H B m-s Dg rd @kk GglddrAkmmi’  req@d | do HMEdmtco rfprevidiblyscited)d g 6 @r r "t ks

p. 242 (translationfrom the original Arabic into English by Human Rights Watch)

“Rdd Bg osdqg 4 ®Tmk vetk jhkkhmfr “smcj hnsfs “bncr rndnh ybthqudh knhe' narn c+h dBrg— o snicq Bb6g ~@®oC
rdwt "k “mc orxbgnknfhb >k “atrd” -

®Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®HCE-r Nbs 6 oqnadr rgnv hs | hrgd c 0% | r enqg xd gqr+ koc
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf®ct-7-probesshow-it-misreadhamasfor-yearsleft-southernisraetutterly-vulnerable Times of Israel,

®Dmshgd F'y' Chuhrhnm v r nudggtm eng gntqgr+ ~mc HCE chcm-s jmnv hs: 656
https://www.timesofisrael.com/76#roops-faced-5000-terroristsgazadivisionwas-overrunfor-hours-idf-oct-7-probe

®Rdd Bg osdg 2 ®A bjfgntmc™ -

WRdd Bg osdg 4 ®Tmk vetk jhkkhmfr “mc “ss> bjr nm bhuhkh™ mr ™ -

msSgd TM Bnll hrrhnm ne Hmpthgx mnsdc9 ®@oognwhl!l *sdkx 04/ +/// odnokd vdgqgd
hl'ldch sdkx “~esdqg 6 Nb s n abktailed Findings of AtladkshQanridd ©um onreied AftempQctioken2823 in Israel

10 June 2024, UN Doc. A/HRC/56/CRP.3, para. 29.

“Rdd+ enqg dw lokd+ G "gdsy+ ®Sgd sq  fdcx ne htps/ywwdHaaratzcéntdistael/ / / chr ok > bdc b
news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/whatmakes-the-plight-of-israels displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-aldd-

fbf529ed0000
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-02-27/ty-article-magazine/.premium/what-makes-the-plight-of-israels-displaced-citizens-different/0000018d-ea95-d1e0-a1dd-fbf529ed0000

hostilities. Palestinian civilians who participated in the attacks, whether armed or not, lost their immunity
from direct attack when and only for such time as they were directly participating in hostilities.

Local police officers in the cities of Sderot and Ofakim, members of emergency response squads in the
kibbutzim and moshavim and other civilians in southern Israel, who only were acting in individual self
defence or defence of others against direct attackagainst civilians or other acts prohibited under
international humanitarian law, generally would not be considered as directly participating in hostilities and
thus would not have lost their immunity as civilian¥®

Some other Israeli security forces had military roles and participated in operations of the Israeli military. They
included units of the Israel Border Police, such as Yamam (its National Counfegrrorism Unit) and Yamas

(its undercover tactical unit), andthe Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin Bet). They often
directly participated in hostilities and therefore lost any immunity from direct attack for the duration of their
participation.

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW APRINCEBNATONEANARMED CONFLIC

Gaza is militarily occupied by IsraéP* Under international humanitarian law, occupations are
hmsdgm shnm k " gldc bnmekhbsr- Hrqg dk-r bnfanct
part of international humanitarian law: and by international human rights law and, during hostiies, by
the rules on the conduct of hostilities another part of international humanitarian law. However, in the
fighting between Hamas and other Palestinian nestate armed groups, on the one hand, and Israeli
forces, on the other, whether it is takinglace in occupied Gaza or in Israel, all parties are bound by the
rules of international humanitarian law applicable in neimternational armed conflict:®®

Drawing on the jurisprudence of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), tl
ICRC has definedanofh ms dgm™ shnm> k "~ gl dc bnmekhbs "~ r ®oq
between governmental armed forces and the forces ofhe or more armed groups, or between such
groups arising on the territory of a State. The armed confrontation has reached a minimum level of
hmsdmr hsx+ “mc sgd o gshdr hmunkudc hiHagas, bn
Palestinian Islamic Jihad and several other Palestinian armed groups involved in the fighting that bega
on 7 October 2023 meet the criterion of being sufficiently organized for the purpose of being a party to
non-international armed conflict It is also clear that the armed confrontations that began on 7
October 2023 in Israel and Gaza meet the intensity criterion required for classification of a situation as
non-international armed conflict®

Therefore, the fighting between Hamas and other armed groups and Israeli forces is governed by the
rules of international humanitarian law applicable in nemternational armed conflicts. These rules are

1%31f they joined the operations of the military outside of these parameters, they would also have been directly participatihgstilities and
thereby have lost their immunity from direct attack for the duration of their participation.
141CJ, Legal Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Includisty Ea
Jerusalem, advisory opinion, para. 94.
WHBB+ ®Rhst > shnm hm s gldial Gambsrdissnes wa@ankofl arrsshfon MchanthBdBDia® iprehimlA’ r gh ' Cdhe ( ~ +
21 November 2024, https://www.icccpi.int/news/situationstate-palestineicc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issueswarrantarrestmohammed-diab-
ibrahim
Israel is bound by its obligations under international human rights law, as well as international humanitarian law.IEde Legal
Consequences Arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including East Jerasaldvisory
opinion, para. 100.
1% International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRGJpw Is the Term®Armed Conflict’ Defined in International Humanitarian LawMarch
2008, https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/opinimaper-armed-conflict.pdf; and International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia€CTY),Prosecutor v.Fatmir Limaj Case 1F03-66-T, Judgment, 30 November 2005.
17 The ICRC has identified, based on ICTY jurisprudence, the following factors as indicating that an armed group is sufficiergbnized to
beapartytoanorh msdgm > shnm  k “~qldc bnmekhbs9 ®sgd dwhr s @xistenteafi® -~ bnl |l " mc rsqtbs
headquarters; the fact that the group controls a certain territory; the ability of the group to gain access to weapons aratfilitary
dptholdms+ gdbqgthsr “mc | hkhs gx sq hmhmf: mxgd rfdgrdthdk-hrs  ‘gahkh 9 hdm :drsg'da Kkt
sn ok m+ bnngchm sd "mc b ggx nts | hkhs > gx nodqg  shnnmrithondwoibek t chmf sqgnno |
and negotiate and conclude agreements such as ceasefires or peaceagcor -~ Sgd HBQB mnsdr 9 ®Sgd hcdmshehb shnm
sufficiently organized for the purpose of IHL [international humanitarian law] classification thus does not require thelfiodfnt of all
hmchb shud e bsngr mng Grev "hrx sngnd Shdmglo  @@dchlbd ck "B me klhBbQgsB+ CAp@h mdc hm Hms dgm
2024, https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icreopinion-paper-howterm-armed-conflict-defined-internationathumanitarian-law, pp. 13-14.
1% Based on ICTY jurisprudence, the ICRC has identified the following factors as indicating that fighting between parties fisisutly
intense to be classifedasanotmms dgm™ shnm  k "~ gl dc bnmekhbs9 ®sgd nrtationshbgtweect g shnm ~ mc hms
them; the type of weapons and other military equipment used; the number and calibre of munitions fired; the number of persand types
of forces partaking in the fighting; the number of casualties (including, inter alia, all persons killevounded, displaced or missing); the
extent of material destruction; the number of civilians fleeing combat zones the involvement of the UN Security Council,iwimiay also be
gdekdbshnm ne sgd Emsdmrhsgdn&dygl be@gkhkdbobs BnmERQBs~ CApe2084dc hm Hmsdgm' st
(previously cited), pp. 1415.
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https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/opinion-paper-armed-conflict.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/icrc-opinion-paper-how-term-armed-conflict-defined-international-humanitarian-law

codified in Common Atrticle 3 of the Geneva Conventions and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of Victims of Nmternational Armed
Conflicts (Protocol Il). The State of Palestine is a pattythe Geneva Conventions and to Protocol Il.
Israel is a party to the Geneva Conventions, but it is not a party to Protocol II. In any event, all the rule!
cited in this report form part of customary international humanitarian law and are legally bindioig all
parties, whether they are state forces or nestate armed groups'®

Bnl Il nm @qshbkd 2 hr ® | hmhltl x> qgcrshbj vgh
parties'® |t provides fundamental guarantees to all persons taking no active part in hostilities, includiny
civilians and captured, sick, surrendered or wounded members of armed forces or armed groups. It
prohibits murder, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture, dstage taking, and outrages upon personal
dignity.

The protections of Common Atrticle 3 are supplemented by customary international humanitarian law
applicable in nonrinternational armed conflicts, which also include rules on the conduct of hostilities. A
fundamental rule of international humanitarian lawsithat parties to an armed conflict must at all times
®chrshmfthrg adsvddm bhuhkh>mr “mc bnla s  msr
f hmrs bnla s msr "~ mc ®I tr!$A smilar ruke dequads padiéssod c
chrshmfthrg adsvddm ®bhuh k h'* These allestate part of the mc  ® |
fundamental principle of distinction.

Civilians are persons who are not members of the armed forces. The civilian population comprises all
persons who are civiliang?® Civilians are protected against attack, unless and for such time as they tak
a direct part in hostilities!* @b bngchmf sn sgd HBQB+ ®s g d-ddfehce or”
cdedmbd ne nsgdqr “~f hmrs uhnkdmbd ogqnghahsdc
considered direct participation in hostilitie$!®

®Bhuhkh™ m naidbsr ~gd "~ kk nYlilklbss ¢y mai dds muc
which by their nature, location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances ruling at the time,
offersadd e hmhsd | hkhRS8 gx “~cu ms fd-"—

19 ]CRC, Customary International Humanitarian Law (IHL), Volume 1: Rules. This is available as a datal /lihl-

databases.icrc.org/en/customarhl)+ " m nmkhmd udgrhnm ne sgd HBQB-r rstcx nm btrsnl

published in 2005. The rules remain the same. Information on the practice underlying them is regularly updated.

101CJ, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against Nicaragusi¢araguav. United States of Americy Judgment, 27 June 1986,

para. 218.

1 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 1. See algerotocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection
of Victims of International Armed ConflictéProtocol 1), Article 48; Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
Relating to the Protection of Victims of Nemternational Armed Conflicts (Protocol I1), Article 12(2).

12 CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 7.

13 1CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 5.

4 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 6. The ICRC identified three cumulative criteria for a specific act to qualify as direct partioipat hostilities:

1. The act must be likely to adversely affect the military operation or military capacity of a party to anedroonflict or, alternativelyto

inflict death, injury or destruction onpersonsor objects protected against direct attack (threshold of harm); 2. There must be a direct causal
link between the act and the harm likely to result either from that act, or from a coordinated military operation of whicdt #hct constitutes

an integral pat (direct causation); and 3. The act must be specifically designed to directly cause the required threshold of harm in suppor
of a party to the conflict and to the detriment of another (belligerent nexus). ICR@terpretive Guidance on the Notion of Direct

Participation in Hostilities under International Humanitarian Lawune 2020, https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/0996@interpretive
gquidance-notion-direct-participation-hostilitiesunder-international

15 ICRC, Interpretive Guidance on the Notion of Direct Participation in Hostilities under International Humanitarian l{aveviously cited),

p. 61.

16 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 9.

7 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 8.
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5. UNLAWFUL KILLINGS
AND ATTACKS ON
CIVILIANS

Amnesty International documented ground attacks on civilians and civilian locations throughout #reas

surrounding Gazaas well as the city of Ofakimwhich lies further easton 7 October 2023. It found that

those responsible for the overwhelming majority of the killings of civilians in these attacks were Palestinian

fighters. They most often were, or appeared to be, from the-Bassam Brigades. Amnesty International

found evidence of the l@pr ©~ L gsxqr - Aghf cdr "mc sgd M shnm k Qdr hr s
scene of at least one killing and evidence of the Auds Brigades being involved in another. In thattacks

documented by Amnesty International, the victim&ere generally residents of the civilian communities

targeted, including, in some cases, members of the local emergency response squaaisfestivatgoers.

The armed groups who killed and injured civilians not directly taking part in hostilities in southern Israel
violated, under international humanitarian law, the prohibition of murder and of direct attacks on civilians, in
some cases, and of indiscriminatattacks, in others. In cases where they attacked homes and other civilian
buildings, they also violated the prohibition of direct attacks on civilian objects.

On and following7 October 2023, the AlQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups based in
Gaza fired thousands of unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated
areas in Israel, as well as at Israeli forces. The attacks hadddll15 civilians in Israeby the end of 2023

These attacks violated the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks under international humanitarian law. As in
many cases there were no discernible military targets, they may have violated the prohibition of direct attacks
on civilians and on civilian objets.

The AFQassam Brigades and the AQuds Brigades repeatedly threatened to kill the Israeli hostages thed
been holding since 7 October 2023 in retaliation for Israeli actions and to prevent rescue operations by the
Israeli military. Amnesty International has concluded that, based on all available evidence, at least six
hostages were killed by the AQassam Brjades. Such killings also violate the prohibition of murder under
international humanitarian law.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

International humanitarian law prohibits direct attacks on civilians and civilian objects and requires
parties to a conflict at all times to distinguish between civilians and civilian objects and combatants anc
military objectives. Attacks may only be dioted against combatants and military objectives, and not
against civilians and civilian object$'® Indiscriminate attacks, that is attacks of a nature to strike

18 CRC, Customary IHL, Rules 1 and 7.
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military objects and civilians or civilian objects without distinction, are prohibité¥. The use of weapons
which are by nature indiscriminate is prohibited?°

All members of the armed forcesexcept medical and religious personnehre combatants!?! Civilians
are persons who are not members of the armed forcé%. Civilians are protected against attacks, unless
and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilitie€$® Acts of selfdefence in individual sel

defence or defence of others against violence prohibited under international humanitarian law do not,
gnvdudgq+ bnmrshstsd chgdbs o> gshbho”  shnm hm g
status.!?4

Hmsdgm shnm  k gtl mhs gh " m k> v ogqnghahsr ®uhn
against persons placechors de combat*?® Attacking hostages and captive soldiers, who are recognized
as hors de combat,is prohibited. A personhors de combatis a person who is no longer participating in
hostilities, by choice or circumstance. It includes anyone who is in the power of an adverse party,
anyone who is defenceless because of unconsciousness, shipwreck, wounds or sickness, and anyone
who clearly expresses an intention to surrenderprovided they abstain from any hostile act ando not
attempt to escape'?® Killings of civilians or person&iors de combatare prohibited.*?”

International humanitarian law also prohibits the use of human shieldghis is the intentional celocation
of military objectives and civilians or personisors de combatwith the specific intent of trying to prevent
the targeting of those military objective's®

5.1GROUND ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS

Amnesty International documented ground attacks on civilian locations throughout theeasin Israel
surrounding Gazaas well as the city of Ofakim, on 7 October 2023. It did so by reviewing and mostly
verifying 110 videos and 28 photographs, reviewing satellite imagery and conducting 17 interviews with
survivors, including people who were injured in such attacks, andxsrelatives of victims who were killed in
the attacks, as well as reviewingnd crosschecking written accounts bysurvivors and witnesseslsraeli civil
society documentation initiativesmedia reportsand the findings of Israeli military investigation's®

It documented attacks by hundreds of fighters from the military wings of Palestinian armed groups on the

jhaat syhl ne Ad-dgh+ Gnkhs+ Je q @y + L fdm+ M g  k Ny+

cities of Ofakim and Sderot, Zikim beach ande Nova festival sitesurrounding areas and escape routes
from it. Some fighters wore militargtyle clothing and sometimes body armour vests; others wore civilian
clothing. Most carried weaponsincluding assault rifles, machine guns, grenades and RPGOver 650
civilians were killed in these attacks

It found that fighters arrived to attackhese civilian locations from around 6.30am on 7 October 2023,
generally amid rocket fire from Gaz&° Most came overland in vehicles such as pickup trucks and
motorcycles driving through breaches in the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza. However, a minority arrived
by air using motorized paragliders or by sea using inflatable rubber boats.

Hm sgd bnmsdws ne svn ne sgd ~ss bjr+ sgnrd nm Ad-dqgh
respectively, were killed by Israeli military fire, according to Israeli military investigations. However, in the vast

majority of cases, those responsiblfor the killingsin the attacks it documentedwere Palestinian fighters.

Amnesty Internationalinvestigatedin detail incidents in which around 100 people who were confirmed as

civilians or presumed to be civilianslied, concluding that theywere killedby fighters.It reviewed and cross

checked evidencethat fighters were responsible for killinghe vast majority of the remainingivilianswho

19 CRC, Customary IHL, Rules 11 and 12.

120 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 71.

2L ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 4.

22 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 5.

12 ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 6.

124 1CRC Interpretative Guidance on the Notion of Direct Participation in Hostilities Under International Humanitarian Law, No&p 2
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/external/doc/en/assets/files/other/i€@2-0990.pdf, p. 69.

125 Geneva Conventions, Common Article 3.

%6 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 47.

271CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 89.

128 |CRG Customary IHL, Rule 97.

PRdd Bg osdg 1 ®Rbnod “mc |l dsgncnknf x
WRdd rdbshnm 4-1 ®Hmchrbghl hm sd gnbjds “mc Ings q ehqgd™ -
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died in the attacks it documentedincluding the fact thatthe Israeli military was not present when most
killings happened Its assessment othe evidence regardinghe killings of civilians in other communities
indicated similarly that the vast majority were killed by fighters.

Amnesty Internationalidentified a number of patterns. In civilian communities, fighters targeted civilians in
their homes, including in safe rooms, sometimes setting houses on fire, either to kill or to drive out the
inhabitants. In some places, they appeared to have a plan to target mbers of the emergency response

rpt c ehgrs- Hm nmd jhaatsy+ Ad-dgh+ sgdx trdc bhuhkh"®

and at other civilian locations, notably Zikim beach and the Nova festival siseirrounding areas and escape
routes from it, fighters fired into areas full of civilians and targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee.
They killed civilians in cars, by firing at them with guns or burning them alive. They hunted down others
wherethey were trying to hide, such as in bomb shelters and public toilets. They also abducted and
summarily killed some civilians. In many of these locations, they also abducted civilians and took them into
captivity in Gaza=3! Overall, they targeted and killed civilians of different ethnicities, nationalities and ages,
including children and older people. Some fighters filmed their attacks, apparently as a means of
propaganda, intimidation and glorification of violence. Theyfldehind shattered communities.

Sites of reported killings of civilians in Israel on 7 October 2023

Kfar Aviv
Ashkelon
Zikim beach
Netiv HaAsara
(]
Nir Am
Mefalsim ..Sdelul
Kfar Azza g®  Gevim
° ]
Nahal 0z @ Saad Yakhini
Alumim
ova festival.se‘eri v
e
Kissufim. Re'im
Ein HaShlosha @
Nirim Psyduck festival °
nir 0@ MaEen Ofakim
) Nir Yitzhabyecha Al-Ba'at
Holit @ Telmei Eliyahu
L ufa . 2 .
Kerem Shalom P Ami'oz Mivtahim
Pri Gan
Ar'ara
Abu@renat G OpenStreetMap contributors
° Sites of reported killings of civilians in Sites of reported killings of civilians by
ground attacks rocket fire

Source: Sites of reported killings of civilians, based on Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project
(https://'www.710360.kan.org.il/en); October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (https://foct7map.com);
and Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between 7-
9.10.2023 (https://yuval-harpaz.github.io/alarms/oct_7_9_eng.html)

In the cases documented by Amnesty International, the assailants perpetrating the killings most often were,
or appeared to be, from the ARQassam Brigades. Amnesty International also found evidence of fighters from
the AF@pr ° L > gsxqgr - A opmafRegsthmce Brigades kemng prebentst the scene of one killing
and evidence of the AlQuds Brigades being involved in another.

BIRdd Bg osdgs 5 hen&nr'smcf dr dhytgd ne anchdr
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In the cases documented by Amnesty International, the victims were generally residents of the civilian
communities targeted, including members of the local emergency response squads, or they were festival
goers or other visitors to the area. A few of thoséhom it could not identify may conceivably have been
soldiers on leaveé?3? However, the attackers were highly unlikely to have had any way of knowing that they
were soldiers when they killed them. In one case, the person killed was a member of Yamam (the National
CounterTerrorism Unit of the Israel Border Police), who had beesent to the area to investigate the
attacks 33

In all the cases Amnesty International documented, the victims were killed in the hours between the start of
the attacks and the arrival of the Israeli military. It considers that fighters directly attacked civilian locations in
these cases and deliberatgland unlawfully killed civilians. While some victims in these cases picked up and
used firearms, Amnesty International considers that they did so in seléfence or in defence of others from
unlawful acts of violence, and should not therefore be considetéo have been directly participating in
hostilities.

These patterns of unlawful killings reflect those documented by the UN Commission of Inquiry, other
international human rights organizations such as Human Rights Watch, and Israeli civil society
documentation initiativest34

The UN Commission of Inquiry also recorded evidence of the killing of soldiers who wieoes de combatat
the Nahal Oz military basé®*® Amnesty International did not manage to obtain such evidence and was thus
unable to conclude whethetthe assailants committed such acts.

Some 30 children were killed in the ground attacks on civilian communities on 7 October 2028 Many

appear to have been killed in deliberate attacks by assailants who shot at and/or set on fire the safe rooms or

other places where they were sheltering or the vehicles in which they were travelling. Amnesty International

documented the killing of OfTaasa, aged 17, in a public toilet where he was sheltering on Zikim beatf It

has also referred to media reports of the killings of Carmel Becher, aged 15, and Mila Cohen, aged nine

l nmsgr+ hm sgd r ed gnnlr ne sgdhg gnldr ¥im sgd bnmsdws
another notable case, three children, twin girls Arbel Siman Tov and Shachar Siman Tov, aged five, and their

brother Omer Siman Tov, aged two, were likewise killed, along with their parents Tamar and Yehonatan

(Jonny) Siman Tov, in the safe room of tirehome 13 Two children, Noiya and Yahel Sharabi, aged 16 and

13, were killed with their motherLianne BrisleySharabjh m sgdhg gnl d hm Ad-dgh+ "~ mc svn
X" m h Gdsyqgnmh+ | > x g  ud ad d4%linatk&kfaiccasasxthoseroftheditah s mj e hq
Kaploun family in Holit, the Berdichesky family in Kfar Azza, the Taasa family in Netiv HaAsara and the Karp

e Il hkx hm Qd-hl+ ehfgsdgr “o0o0od gdc sn r¥ gd xntmf bghkcgq

Also, among those killed in the ground attacks on civilian communities were individuals of other nationalities,
mostly Asian and African migrant workers, students and asylum seekers. Thai nationals, mostly agricultural
workers, made up the largest group dbreign nationals killed on 7 October 2023. Amnesty International
cnbtldmsdc sgd | tgcdg ne svn¥*®ther hotabld cgskshrclids thajof k2 v n qj

dgr h
Sg-h “fghbtkstqgq k vngjdgr+ “r vdkk “r 0/ Mdo kdrd fghbt

2Svdkud rnkchdgr nm kd ud vdgd jhkkdc s sgd Mnu' edrshu’ k- Rdd rdbshnm

BMRdd rdbshnm 4-8 ®Qd-hl ~ -

134 UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN. Do

A/HRC/56/CRP.3; Human Rights WatctH B~ m-s Dqgq rd @kk sgd Aknnc egnl Lx Lhmc™ 9 O kdr shmh ™ m

(previously cited); Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project (previously cited); October 7th @ésualization Project, Mapping the

Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attac&raelIBetween

7-9.10.2023 (previously).

35 UN Commission of Inquiry, Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israel, 10 June 2024, UN. Do

A/HRC/56/CRP.3, paras 113116.

1% According to AFP, a total of 37 children were killed in the attacks of 7 October 202BE O+ ®Gnv | " mx bghkcgdm vdqgd jhkkdec

Nbsnadqg 6 “ss bj>" '"ogqduhntrkx blhgdc({ksRdedgqmnbpdsgnsd bghkcBdd wdhdhpmk4e

"mc Ings g ehqgd™ -

“"Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-01 ®Yhjhl ad bg -

Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-0 ®Ad-dgh™ -

WBMM+ ®Hr g dkh vnl > m gdb kkr rod jhmf vhsg gdg e Il hkx "r sgdx vdgd jhkkd

https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/11/israelvomanfamily-members-killed-hamas-attack-sot-cnc-vpx.cnn; Times of Israel,

®Dmshgd Rhl™m Snu e |l hkx9 Ltqgcdqgdc a hkttpsEiviw.timesbfistaelcbndtarorstgurddiedy Ny ~ + 01 Nbsnac
Jh

entire-youngfamily-shelteringin-kibbutz-nir-oz-saferoom Bg  mmdk 02 mdvr gdongs+ ~u hk akd "~ s9 aatsy |
Ltgcdgdc ax G I " r hm sBRghmmdk ~@®ad g nd 4httpsrtwniM pegtdidl goin/watéh v=JgP0iT0alpg

“Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-0 ®Ad-dgh™ -
“MRdd rdbshnmr 4-0-1 ®Gnkhs + 4-0-2 ®Je ' q @y ~+ 4-0-5- ®Mdshu G @ g ~+
“Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-8 ®Qd-hl ~ -
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quarters of the kibbutz of Alumim‘*® and that of 11 Thai agricultural workers who were killed in Nir O%.
Amnesty International also documented the murder of Tanzanian agriculture student Joshua Mollel in Nahal
0Oz Fellow Tanzanian agriculture student Clemens Felix Matanga, who was living in Nir Oz, was also
killed.**¢ Among those killed in the city of Sderot were two Eritrean asylum seek&fs.

Hamas has denied that its forces carried outirgetedkillings of civilians during the ground attacks of 7
October 2023.HmMm ®Nt g M  qq s4@pdEf HEH&dgcshnmr@kdc nm 10 | " mt gx 1/

®Vg' s sgd Hrg dkh nbbt o -GakssammBrigages bnrOstd7overatargetingk df *~ s hnn
Hrg dkh bhuhkh> mr ~gd mnsghmf ats bnlokdsd khdr ° mc
Israeli settlers in settlements arGazd were armed, and clashed with Palestinian fighters on Oct. 7. Those
rdsskdqr vdgqd gdf hrsdgdc "r bhuhkh>mr vghkd sgd e’ b
When speaking about Israeli civilians, it must be known thatrcapptieiptio all Israelis above the age of

18+ males who served 32 months of military service and females who servedi®taradnths carry

"mc trd “qlr- Sghr hr a rdc nm sgd Hr gentdyknto r dbt ghs x
-~ m “qlx vhsg¥*® bntmsgx ~ss bgdc--"—

Gl >r trdr sgd sdgql ®rdsskdgr™ "mc ®rdsskdldmsr~ hm sghr
communities in Israel. It is true that many of them have completed military service and, up to the age of 40,

can be called for reserve dutySome of them have access to arms, either because they own personal

weapons or because they are members of emergency response squads. Some used those weapons in self

defence, as already noted. Members of emergency response squads were posthumously recogphias

®e " kkdm rnkchdgr~ ax sgd Hrg dkh rs sd "mc fhudm g mjr h
civilian status they enjoyed at the time of the attacks and their killing.

Consequently, Hamas wrongly characterized all adult Israelis liable for military service as combatants,
thereby implicitly justifying their killing. The justification is unacceptable and, moreover, cannot explain the
killing of children, older people, Bedain citizens of Israel, who generally do not serve in the Israeli military,
foreign workers and students or individuals of other nationalities who did not hold Israeli citizenship. It also
cannot explain the murder of people after they had been captured otherwise renderedhors de combat

Hamas has also claimed that many Israeli civilians were killed by Israeli fire. It stated:

®Sgd Hrq dkh nbbto shnm gl x anladc sgd gntrdr hm s
Hrq dkhr vdgd hmrhcd hm ° bkd' q "~ o¥khb > shnm ne sgd

As noted above and, in some cases, as acknowledged by Israeli military investigations, some Israeli civilians
were indeed killed by Israeli forces in cases of mistaken identification and/or in application of the Hannibal
Directive an Israeli military protocol that putdsraeliforces at risk to prevent thenfrom being captured?s°
However, as explored below, available evidence indicates that st majority of civilians were killed by
Palestinian assailantsnot Israeli military forces.

“Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Vnqgj hmf sggntfg sgd sq tl  + Sg - h e qglg mcr vgn rtquhu
https://www.timesofisrael.com/workinghrough-the-trauma-thai-farmhandswho-survivedoct-7-return-to-the-fields
“Fkna' 'k Mdvr+ ®21 Sg - h m shnm kr jhkkdc hm G I r- Nbs- 6 “ss bjr+ 14 adh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vg3BgHaaxxY Shl dr ne Hrg dk+ ®Sg m jghs Oq jnsvnmf+ 249 Sg  h
Gl r sdggnghrsr hm Jhaat sy Mips:/ww.tinresofisiddd. com/thangkripéakotwonty35-thai-laljokeg 1/ 1 4 +
wasyoungestof-8
“Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-5 ®M g k Ny -
6 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Clemence Felix Matanb#ps://oct7map.com/ClemenceFelixMatanga

"bbdrrdc 01 L x 1/14(: G "gdsy+ ®S " my mh m | " m vgnrd astcx v r qdbdmskx I
gdongsdc + 07 hitps:ivaiviv.eadretz.chn/idréhews/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzaniaannouncesdeath-of-one-of-
its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3eff7fb6b530000?I1ts=1745584610199 A AB+ ®Bkd|l dmbd L sd mf °
sghatsdr9 S my mh ™ m rstcdms j hkk d chtpstvwiw.bbe.cothlews/worleafrica-67%12484c d - ~ + 13 Mnudl adc
“Hr g dk+ Lhmhrsgx ne Engdhfm @ee hgr+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Bhuhkh ™ m B rt  ksh
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swordsf-iron-civilian-casualties
G 1 "r Ldch® M egegh bsdh+u deENi@Iprd’'g " Bkhmme @k’ .o 8@ hnt r kx bhsdc(
“GT 1 r Ldch® M egegh bsdh+u deENi@ford’'q " Bkimme @k' .@Pduhntr kx bhsdc(
Bl dgtr kdl Onrs+ ®-@kk I d mr “~gd jnrgdg-2d@khhimdgs+sy6 HC&gt rmshgbadqr
https://www.jpost.com/israehews/article844045: G " gdsy+ ®HCE Ngcdgdc G mmha k Chgdbshud nm Nbsnac
Rnkchdqgr B' o s hitpd:/www.ltaarétzt canisrabhievis®624-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idfordered-hannibak
directive-on-october7-to-preventhamas-taking-soldierscaptive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000:. Shl dr ne Hr q dk+ ®HCE ne e

hmunjdc cdet mbs -G mmha  ktqgQonsgnsb nk -6ttod:thoixtimidsofibi@steom/Gibffiedrsfingokeat m f
defunct-hannibalprotocotduring-oct-7-fighting-report ldgtr > kdl Onrs+ ®HCE b gqgqhdc nts G mmha’ k Chqgdbs

nodg shnm nm Nbs nad bttps/www.jdost.col/israahews/defensdnéws/drticle 844008
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/working-through-the-trauma-thai-farmhands-who-survived-oct-7-return-to-the-fields/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq3BqHaaxxY
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thanakrit-prakotwong-35-thai-laborer-was-youngest-of-8
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thanakrit-prakotwong-35-thai-laborer-was-youngest-of-8
https://oct7map.com/ClemenceFelixMatanga
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzania-announces-death-of-one-of-its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3ef-f7fb6b530000?lts=1745584610199
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/tanzania-announces-death-of-one-of-its-citizens-kidnapped-by-hamas-in-gaza/0000018b-e24b-d168-a3ef-f7fb6b530000?lts=1745584610199
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67512484
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-civilian-casualties
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-844045
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idf-ordered-hannibal-directive-on-october-7-to-prevent-hamas-taking-soldiers-captive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-07/ty-article-magazine/.premium/idf-ordered-hannibal-directive-on-october-7-to-prevent-hamas-taking-soldiers-captive/00000190-89a2-d776-a3b1-fdbe45520000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officers-invoked-defunct-hannibal-protocol-during-oct-7-fighting-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-officers-invoked-defunct-hannibal-protocol-during-oct-7-fighting-report/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/defense-news/article-844008

51.1AD- DQH

Ad-dgh+ ° jhaatsy knb > sdc “gntmc 3jl egnl sgd odghl dsdq
residents!®! experienced one of the deadliest attacks on 7 October 2023. According to an Israeli military

investigation into the attack, 101 civilians were killed, in addition to 31 members of the Israeli military and

security forces who came to fight the assailant& The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil

society documentation initiatives>®

Some families were almost annihilated, among them the Sharabi family. Lianne Briskharabi, a 48year

old British-Israeli woman,and her two daughters, Noiya Sharabi, aged 16, and Yahel Sharabi, aged 13, were

shot dead in their home, inthenortw dr s ne sgd j haatsy+ “~esdq vhsmdrrhmf sg¢
Eli Sharabi, then aged 51, by fighters from the ADassam Brigades Wwo had broken into their home. Eli was

held hostage in Gaza for 16 months, until his release on 8 February 2088Kh > mmd-r aqgnsgdg+ Rsdogd
Brisley, told Amnesty International that the only information he had about the killing of his sister and nieces

was from two photographs and a short video which had been taken by a kibbutz resident the day after 7

October 2023 ard shows the bodies of Lianne, Noiya and Yahel next to each other in a corridor on the

ground floor of their home. The family dog had also been shot dead in the kitchen. Stephen told Amnesty

International:

®Vgdm sgd G I "r sdggqnghrsr agnjd hmsn sgdhqg gnl d+ K
X" gdk-r adcgnnl + “mc Dkh c¢cdbhcdc sg° s gd vntkc mns
and the girls would be safe. Heclletliat they were alive until his release. He thought he was going home to

his wife and daughters. And the Hamas terrorists told him so as they made him practise what he was going to say
at the time of his release. That was the last vicious thirgdheyrdigld g &k d > r hmf ghl -

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k udghehdc 14 uhcdnr gdk sdc sn sgd
burning of homes and vehicles, and looting of property.

@ql dc ehfgsdqr qgqd bgdc Ad-dgh rgngskx “~esdq rtmghrd- BBS
gate to the kibbutz shows two armed men in camouflageloured militarystyle clothing+ one wearing a

green AlQassam Brigades headband arriving atapproximately6.55am.**® One of them breaks the
guardroom window using a rifle, apparently to gain control of the gate, while the other guards the gate.
Seconds after they seize the gate, a blue car approaches the entrance. The fighter wearing a@#gsam
Brigades headband therruns towards the car and fires directly at the people inside. The driver appears
injured and motionless in the next few frames, and the car, riddled with bullet holes, moves slightly forward.
The gate then opensand the fighters enter the kibbutz. CCTV recording from another security camera taken
roughlytwo hours later shows thesame car with the doors wide open and debris surrounding #” Two

fighters approach the vehicle and remove the bodies of three young men dressed in civilian clothirtgio

from the front seats and another from the back violently dropping them on the ground. They then drag one
of them away from the car before driag away in the same car. The men, Benayahu Bitton, aged 21, Maor
Graziani, aged 22, and Yonatan Samerano, aged 23, had just fled the attack on the Nova festffal.

'Hr g dk+ Bdmsg k Atgd t ne mitps/icénsus.dhdgovil/eBgbograghiareaRid=slbfef74(dccedsed 12 d - d g h +

May 2025).

*Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®E hktgqd "mc rk tfgsdg9 HCE-r Ad4 dgh ogqnad rgnvr
https://www.timesofisrael.com/failur@nd-slaughteridfs-beeri-probe-showsarmys-colossaterrors-residentsbravery

1% See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beetittps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beer{accessed 30 April 2025); October 7th

GeoVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered arehFall

During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between-3.10.2023 (previously cited).

“Rdd rdbshnm 6-1 ®@atrd ne gnrs fdr hm F 'y "mc e Il hkx I dladgr  enq cds |
5 Interview by voice call with Stephen Brisley, 7 July 2025.

% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns  fd -0mc/+12 sR'sgd/ 4 %4 Amrdestyc-hr @rkv kudgigd c
Internationat r " m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf ~mc rhyd ne -redegedcingvgthwitnesss uhr hakd hm h
testimony and other available reporting indicated that the camera used to record the footage was set approximately one rehimdthe

actual time of the event.

157 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr egnl shldrs Il odc BBSU enns fd -0mc/+12 sR'sgd/ 8%/ 4340 chrwdkhikxg fsrgdbren
with Amnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhak
1% October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Benayah Bitalnitps://oct7map.com/BenayahuBitor(accessed 30 April

2025); October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Maor Graziahttps://oct7map.com/MaorGrazian{accessed 30 April

2025); October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Yonatan Samerahttps://oct7map.com/YonatanSamerano

"“bbdrrdc 2/ @oghk 1/14(- Rdd “krn Sgd Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®Sgd C x G| r B I
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/12/22/world/europe/beemassacre.htm
Xnm- s m R Ildg mn-r ancx v r s jdm sn F 'y - Rdd rdbshnm 5-2 ®Rdhytqgd ne ar
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https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=dbfef74
https://www.timesofisrael.com/failure-and-slaughter-idfs-beeri-probe-shows-armys-colossal-errors-residents-bravery
https://oct7map.com/BenayahuBiton
https://oct7map.com/MaorGraziani
https://oct7map.com/YonatanSamerano
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/12/22/world/europe/beeri-massacre.htm
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Additional CCTV footage from the southern entrance to the kibbutz, recorded around 7.40am, shows at least
10 vehicles* mostly white pickup truckst driving past the gate, carrying armed fighter$® A separate group

<@

These three stills from CCTV footage taker
rdbtghsx b ldg ' r hm
civilians on 7 October 2023. The first still (t
shows two fighters, including at least one fi
AlQassam Brigades, arriving outside the ki
The send (middle), taken by the same cam
minute later, shows a fighter fror(assaim

Brigades pointing a rifle directly at the peog
inside a blue car approaching the entrance
kibbutz. Other images from the sarsleovidec
him firing it. The third (bottom), taken by ar
camera, shows fighters removing the bodie
three young men dressed in civilian clothin
the same blue car roughly two hours later.

of fighters is also seen on three motorbikes, with two already inside the kibbutz gate.

Amnesty International also verified footage showing armed fighters in the western area of the kibbthree
videos verified by Amnesty International appear to show instances of hostagking and possible killings of

individuals who had been abducted by fighters and forced to walk through the streets. In one video filmed by

an assailant, a group of peoplén civilian clothing+ four women and one mant are seen walking with their

hands tied behind their backs, some barefod€® They are escorted by a group of fighters. One is wearing an
Al-Qassam Brigades headband and most are armed, but three, including one on a motorcycle, are dressed

in civilian clothing. Another video filmed by an assailant who is heard communicating over taeio, posted
online by a news agency affiliated with Hamas, suggests that some of those initially abducted were later

% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on fil&fmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl
Amnesty International r

shldrs®
"m kxrhr

l odc

ne

sgd

BBSU enns  fd

onr hshnmhmf

0 /+1 2 &

1 VVideo posted by Michael A. Horowitz on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file Ajnesty International
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killed on the outskirts of the kibbut25* At least four bodiest who appear to be woment are shown lying on

the ground, with clothing and hair consistent with that of the four women seen in the earlier footage.

According to Kan,the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, among those paraded through the streets of

the kibbutz with their hands bound and later killed at the end of the road were Marcel Kaplun and Dror

Kaplun, aged 64 and 68, respectively, a couple who had livedindB- dgh enqg sgd®émongs svn cdb’ ¢
the others identified as walking in the same line, also with her hands tied and later killed on the same road,

was Kinneret Gat, a6%earn k¢ sd bgd¥®¥ eqnl Ad-dgh-

/]\ Sgdrd svn rshkkr eqgnl °~ uhcdn ehkldc ax ° m  iwiththérkhandsdiedbeahir
their backs on 7 October 2023. Some are barefoot. Some of those abducted werelylled thepthsksasef the kibbutz.

Videos filmed in the same western area of the kibbutz show more violence. In one video, fighters are walking
among residential houses and firing rifles and an RP®' Several cars are in flames. In another video,
numerous fighters, at least one wearing an Aassam Brigades headband, are walking on a street with
multiple burnt and burning vehicles'®® Satellite imagery from 10.35am and 11.8am local time on 7

October 2023 shows that homes along this street, on the west side of the kibbutz, are on fire at the time the
imagery is taken'®® Another video shows burnt bodies inside vehiclg&’

%1 Video posted by F 3 u HO [ShehablNews Wgeiteypn its Telegram channebn 8 October 2023 and held on file byAmnesty

International

12 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri, Kaplun Familttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beeri/kaplur{accessed 12 May

1/14(- Rdd "~ krn Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®L qgqbdkkd Eq hkhbg J edkk2m+ 539 Knmfshld
September 2024),https://www.timesofisrael.com/marcelrailich-kaplun-64-longtime-high-schoolscienceteacher. Shl dr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Cqgnq
J oktm+ 57+ cd' sg bnmehqgl dc 1 | nms ghttpsi/ievwsvdimesdiidtael.comfpredumestaptivgdro 16 Mnudl adq 1/
kaplun-lastheard-from-in-his-safe.room

®¥Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Mdv Nbs- 6 enns fd rgnvr uhbshl rshbjhmf snmftd nts
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nevect-7-footage showsvictim-sticking-tongue-out-at-terroristsbefore-her-murder

% Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the-@assam Brigades, posted by Laarabi on X on 8 October 2023 and held on file by

Amnesty International

% Video posted by PetyrTrollish on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file Aynesty International

1% Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231007_073524_89_24ce, 7 October 2023; ESA, SentieCatalogue 1D
S2A_MSIL2A_20231007T081821_N0509_R121_T36RXV_20231007T113602, 7 October 2023.

%7 VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 11 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/beeri/kaplun
https://www.timesofisrael.com/marcel-frailich-kaplun-64-longtime-high-school-science-teacher
https://www.timesofisrael.com/presumed-captive-dror-kaplun-last-heard-from-in-his-safe-room
https://www.timesofisrael.com/presumed-captive-dror-kaplun-last-heard-from-in-his-safe-room
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-oct-7-footage-shows-victim-sticking-tongue-out-at-terrorists-before-her-murder

A~ This still from a vitdearing the logo of the Military Media-QBs®a Brigades shows burning homes and cars along a road in the
Ad-dgh nm 6 Nbsnadq 1/ 12-

Image:7 Octoher 2023, 0818 UTC

Catalogue ID: SZA_MS|L1C_'§023IDIJ7T081821_N0510
European'Space Agency, Sentinel 2A

i
A~ This falseolour, nearfrared satellite imagery from 10.35am local time (on the left) and 11.18am local time (on the right) srsihal
+ highlighted with arramgsh r h mf e qn | gnldr nm sgd vdrs rhcd ne Ad-dgh

@mnsgdqg Ad- dypdroldAmnosiAlorg told Amndsty International that, when the attack started on
sgd I ngmhmf ne 6 Nbsnadq 1/12+ gd v 'r rs xhmf “~s ghr aqn
in a safe room there, while frequently exanging messages with his parents and two brothers, who were

sheltering in the safe room of the family home in a different neighbourhood:

®Rnl d 1/ sn 2/ G 1 r ftxr dmsdqgqdc sgd gntrd Zvgdqd
immediately started breaking stuff and tried to opéngh@ gnnl c¢cnng- Vd mdudq j mdyv
locked®8So, my father and my two brothers held the handle for around six to seven hours. There were a lot of

1% Safe rooms in residential houses and apartments, which often serve as bedrooms, do not have locks as they were designedtezipr
residents from rockets fired from Gaza by Palestinian armed groups rather than to impede the forcible entry of assailants.
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people, some of them civiltankt of movement. They were breaking things, opening the feidgeif eating

they did not feel like they were in a war zone... They moved furniture, were getting ready for the army, placing
their people ontheroofd. Td 1 dgqf d mbx Zgqdronmrd\ rpt > c bntkcm-s cn
adb trd sgdx vntkc fds rgns eqnl sgd gqnner--- Sgdgqgd
into the safe room but for some reason they did nahehdobat That was the first miracle. At 2.30pm they

decided to burn the house so that the family would have to go out of the safe room. These were the worst hours
for me; my parents wanted to go out of the room, and | had to argue with thenwaitaldthéray saw

smoke inside the safe room. It was very hot but there was no smoke. And the second miracle is that this room
has a different air conditioning system than the rest of the house. And the third miracle is that there was not a lot
of funiture in the house, so the fire eventually started to die down, and the safe room door handle became less
hot.

®@s 40l sgd e h q,therevbte goderroridtsinthe’ house. Tden | fecgseédon myself and my
survival.

®@qnt mc 50l sdggqnghrsr b ld a bj+ sqghdc “f > hm sn no
g mckd v ' r Idksdc+ “r xnt r > v- Rn+ sg° s v r sgd ent
communicate with me any moread\éan agreement: they should send me something every five minutes so |

knew they were alive. Needless to say, sometimes 15 minutes went by without anything. For me that was the

g gqcdrs shld- H chcm-s jmnv "~ mxsghmf-- -

®@s 00-2/0ol sgd rodbh "k engbdr fns sn sgd gntrd- Sg
rs sd ne sgd gntrd- Sgd sdqgnghrsr g ¢ nodmdc sgd |
l hg ®Wkd-"—

Amos alsosaid thatthe assailantsseemedtohave b kd ™  q ok ™ m mc sn jmnv sgd jhaats
they climbed onto the roofs of twestorey houses to control the area and set several houses on fire, possibly

to drive people out of safe rooms. Video and drone footage verified by Amnesty Internatiand satellite

imagery analysed by it suggest that the firevhich burnt several houses in the kibbutzhad been deliberately

caused on the morning of 7 October 20237°

Fourteen civilians were held by fighters in the house of Pessy Cohen. Around the hqukere was shooting
between fighters and Israeli military forces, who arrived in the afternoon, after the fighters had reportedly
killed another civilian in the housé’* The fighters used the civilians as human shields and positioned them
at risk of gunfire; one fighter surrendered, using one of the civilians being held, Yasmin Porat, as a shield.
Finally, an Israeli tank fired two shells at the house. After the fightingwas ascertained that 12 of the 14
civilians being held had been killed, including twins Liel Hetzroni and Yanai Hetzroni, aged 12, and Suhaib
Abu Amer Razeem, a 22yearold Palestinian resident of East Jerusalem and bus driver, who was abducted
by fighters from the AlQassam Brigades while waiting to collect Nova festigiders and taken to Pessy
Bngdm-r gntrd sn “bs “r ° sq  mr k' #ismptkaotsexatttyitiows gd ehf gsdq
many of the 12 were killed by the Israeli tank fire and how many were killed in the exchange of fire before
that. Yasmin Porat and another civilian, Hadas Dagan, survivéd.

Hm “cchshnm sn Khdk "mc X" m h Gdsgynmh+ rnld dhfgs nsgdgq
7 October 202317 Avida Becheris recorded in the media saying that his 14yearold son, Carmel Becher,

¥Hmsdquhdv hm odgrnm vhsg @ nr @knm+ 15 L gbg 1/ 13+ Amdestdgh+ Hrg dk 'sqg m
Internationa).

@ bnkk ordc gnne "mc ehqgd c | fd& damrnmd g@ntCgch mdr emmrshdidd rgsan ¥ rVikmm+ r®Hrsd
jhaat sy + 2/ Mipsy/douta.lmemrSttKihMaRs-Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231007_073524_89 24ce, 7 October

2023; ESA, Sentinel, Catalogue ID S2A_MSIL2A 20231007T081821_N0509_R121_T36RXV_20231007T113602, 7 October 2023;

Planet Labs PBC, Catalogue ID 20231015 122436_ssc17_u0002, 15 October 2023.

Shldr ne Hrq dk+ “E Il hkhdr ne 02 odnokd jhkkdc hm Nbsnadgq 6 Jhaatsy Ad-.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/familiesf-13-people-killed-in-october-7-kibbutz-beerifirefight-demand-probe

72 VVideo posted by Michael A. Horowitz on X on 1 November 2023 and held on file Aymnesty International See also Times of Israel,

®Rt g ha @t @ dg Q yddl + 119 Lhmhat rhttesgmwdigesdfisyaelicomBuhaitsaze¢m?®-t r ~ kdl ~+ 0 @o qhk
driver-from-eastjerusalemkilled-neargaza

“Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®Sgd ¢ x G I r b ld + 11 Cdbdladg 1/ 12 ondDgtduhntrkx bhsd
6- Sgdrd Hrg dkh e | hkhdr vhttpss/aphems.cond/article/isnaelvamasho8tlgesinvestigatiogfriendly-firé- 3 +
3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505h8¢2 S hl dr ne Hrqg dk+ ®E  hktgqd "mc rk tfgsdg9 HCE-r Ad-dqgh
aqg - udgx  '"ogqduhntrkx bhsdc(-

174 Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betwe®8ril®.2023 (previously

cited).
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https://youtu.be/nr5ttKmMaks?feature=shared
https://www.timesofisrael.com/families-of-13-people-killed-in-october-7-kibbutz-beeri-firefight-demand-probe/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza
https://www.timesofisrael.com/suhaib-razeem-22-driver-from-east-jerusalem-killed-near-gaza
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hostages-investigation-friendly-fire-3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505b8e9
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-hostages-investigation-friendly-fire-3b6fdd4592957340b32a8ee71505b8e9

v r jhkkdc " esdqg adhmf rgns sgqntfg sgd r ed qgnnl cnnq
Becher, was also killed in the attack’®

The youngest child killed in the 7 October 2023 attacks was niraonth-old Mila Cohen, who was killed
“"knmfrhcd gdg e sgdg+ Ng ¢ Bngdm+ hm Ad-dgh- Sgd TM Bnl |

®@s sgd nmrds ne sgd "~ ss bj Znm Ad-dgh\ + sgd e | hkx
bntrhm sg° s I hkhs msr vdqgd | “rr > bghmf gdrhcdmsr ~ mc
approximately 12:50 militants brakéhansafe room, shot and killed baby Mila Cohen, who was held in her

l nsgdg-r “glr+ "mc rgns "mc jhkkdc Ng ¢ Bngdm- @ss°
brought them to the back gate of the kibbutz, where they encounteredgsnasldSecEn gb dr - e h g h mf
chgdbshnm- @kk sggdd vdgd fdghntrkx hmitgdc hm sgd

5.1.2HOLIT

In Holit, one of the smallest kibbutzim in thereas surroundingGaza and home to some 220 residents! 16

bhuhkh > mr vdqgqd jhkkdc vgdm hs v 'r “ss > bjdc nm 6 Nbsnadq
emergency response squad and three migrant workers from Cambodia, Moldova and Thailand, according to

Israeli civil society documentation initiative's®

The first time fighters were seen in Holit, located around 3km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza,
was around 6.45am, according to resident Moti Kakon, who spotted them from the window of his hoti%e.
Footage published by Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, shows three fighters walking around
the kibbutz; one has a green headband around his head, as worn by fighters from the@dssam

Brigades!®

A~ This photografken on 26 October,2028/s a view of a burnt kitchen in one of the houses in Holit that were attacked by Palesti
assailants on 7 October 2023. © Yuri Cortez / AFP via Getty Images

"Qdt sdgr+ ®Gnod “mc o hm dmctgd nm Hrq dkh jhaatsy ghs g gqc ax Nbsnadq 6
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=838625535106131

6 UN Commission of Inquiry Detailed Findings on Attacks Carried Out on and After 7 October 2023 in Israld June 2024, UN Doc.
A/HRC/56/CRP.3.

177 Israel, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Holittps://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographiarea?id=dc33b77(accessed 14

May 2025).

%8 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project,
Holit, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holi{accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen
During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between-8.10.2023 (previously cited).

179 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Familjitps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/kakor{accessed 9 May 2025).
180 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Family (previously cited).
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Among those killed were 33yearold mother of two Adi VitaKaploun and 32yearold scholar and peace

activist Haim Katzman. Survivor Avital Alajem confirmed to Amnesty International her testimony to media

describing how fighters burst into her home at akd 1.30pm, murdering her neighbour Haim Katzman. She

r hc sg' s sgd ehfgsdqr ®rs gsdc anlahmf sgd cnng ne gdg
hiding:

®vd vdgd ghchmf hm sgd rgdksdg- G hlztwewag | " m+ vgn v
ghchmf hm sgd bknrds£ @mc sgdm s gdtheydlgemenedinto sr b I d
G hl J syl m-rgamjcx gm d¢hivE rGd "wdrc Istgcdgdc£ H v r
sgd cnnqg "~ mc sgdx r ptimeygthgfighters] justdadk nt¢ ot of theresand Imasv v g X
saved. He absorbed all the bullets into his body and whershweritrodehé

The fighters brought to her home fouand-a-half-month-old Eshel VitalKaploun and his fouryear-old

brother, Regev VitaKaploun, sons of her neighbour Adi Vitékaploun, with whom she had been exchanging
messages earlier that morning and who she laterdmt had been killed in her home by the fighter&? Upon
hearing the warning sirens, Adi took the rifle of her absent husband, Anani \ikadploun, and called him to
ask him how to use it, and was subsequently kille#® Her relatives told media that she was shot dead by
fighters in front of her children and that her son Regev remembered everythit¥g.

@ ognsnfqgq og "mc uhcdnr gdbngcdc ax sgd ehfgsdgr rgnv sg
“gntmc sgd gntrd "mc sgd f gcdm+ "mc a mc fhmf Qdfdu-r h
Qassam Brigades headband¥® The children were subsequently left in the care of Avital. Avital and the two
children were abducted by the fighters and taken on foot towards Gaza, with Regev injured and crying, but

they were released and told to walk back before reaching GaZé.

A~ This still from a video bearing the logo of the Military MeQissdnh8idades shows an assailant holding oneJof Adikvitat m- r
two children as he moves around their house in Holit on 7 October 2023.

BLBMM+ ®Vnl " m “actbsdc ax sdggnghrsr gdbntmsr g gqgnvhmf dwodghdmbd + 0/ NI
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/10/avitadlajemrisraetabducted-children-ac360-hnk-vpx.cnn

82 Interview by voice call with Avital Alajem, 24 March 2024, confirming her testimony to Channel 13. Channel 13 news repo@ctbber

2023, available at: barak69 . 10 523 ~ 1 _ s¢ o s 411 . 41Z®Bgdroshgx nei@uhs ks@k, idl eqnl
jhcm oohmf sn F 'y + gdgqg g dhtgsl/wwiv.yoBitube.com/iv@tchRv=scwd 4edUingimtelatay). 1/ 1 2 +

18 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Vitdaploun family, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/vitakaplon (accessed 9

May 2025).

BEknad “mc L hk+ ®Knudc nmdr gdbnt-insolgmtgmhegmmf 1 tggrnyg ax G Im mthhm egmmg)
October 2023, https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/artickamily-recountslastmoments-before-canadianwomanskidnapping-by

185 photographs posted by Yoseph Haddad on Facebook on 30 December 2023 and held on fileAmgnesty Internationglvideo bearing the

logo of the Military Media of the AQassam Brigades posted by Lebanese News and Updates on its Telegram channel on 13 October 2023

and held on file byAmnesty International video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the /assam Brigades posted by Abu Hothaifa

on X on 13 October 2023 and held on file byAmnesty Internationgl Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Vitddaploun family

(previously cited).

18 Al Jazeera news report, available at: Quds News Network, Telegram post, 12 October 20&ps://t. me/QudsNen/81986(in Arabic);

Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®HCE r > xr G I r uhcdn otgongshmf sn rgnv 2 gnrs fdr adhr
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idsayshamasvidec-of-hostagesbeing-releasedis-propaganda
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Another survivor, 16yearold Rotem Matthias, recounted to Amnesty International how fighters killed both

his mother, Schahar Matthias, aged 50, andhis father, Shlomi Matthias aged 47, who wereboth

musicians!®” They were among the founders of a bilingual school that taught children in Hebrew and

@g ahb+ tmcdqg sgd rknf > m9 ®¥ &stemralgo c@firmenl toPmrtedty’ shnm enqg Dpt
International what he had said to media®

Qnsdl r hc sg s+ "r “kk sggdd vdgd rgdksdghmf hm sgd r e
the floor in a small space between the bed and the wall and lay on top of him, shielding him and saving his
life. He told Amnesty International:

®Eqnl “ants 6-0/"1 vd vdgd v gd nm 6 Nbsnadg | nqgmh
parents locked the front door, spoke to the two older sisters [who were in their own apartments elsewhere in the
kibbutz]. At some point, my fathérdefafe room to get a hammer, and we moved a heavy mattress to try and

bar the safe room door [which did not lock]. They told me to lie down hidden between the wall and the bed, where
the mattress had been. My mother was on the bed next to mee, sdmeldinygfather was standing by the

door. | could hear shots fired outsideomatic fire and screams. We heard people entering tigeybause

can hear every stethen shots into the room, then a blast: a grenade was thrown into the room. | heard

humming and a lot of dust in the air. | saw figures with weapons in the room, with headbands. Everything
appeared grey. They were in the room for 45 seconds and then left, and | knew my mother had died; | heard her
convulsing. | was in the small spaez=hehe wall and the bed and she was on top of me and the terrorists did

not see me. She shielded me. There was so much blood, so much. | had a strange taste in my mouth, which was
blood and body parts that had flown into my mouth. | wrote on thesfam@ovh f gnt o ~gqnt mc 7- 3
"mc C ¢ gqgd cd c+ rnggqx-- @ ehqrs I x rhrsdqgr sgntf

®H g ¢ ° gnkd hm I x rsnl bg "mc rgq omdk hm | x "~ mjKk
tourniquet. | had been on a first aid course that summer. Full of adrenaline, which | later understood explains

why there was no bleedingatfirsty sgqgdd gntgr H ghc adsvddm sgd adc
covered with a blanket. Two more people came in and went away again: they took a lens but not the camera,
some weights, alcohol.

®H ronjd sn L fdm C uhc @cnl ZHrg dk-r m shnm k dld
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies] and to family by WhatsApp. | could not get hold of my
sisters. | kept hearing shots and iexiglossaw an RPG fly by the window. | waited for hours hiding in the

laundry room.

®Ehm  kkx+ rnkchdgr snnj l'd sn sgd mdhfgantgr+ vgn v
rescued from the closet in her house. Around 6pm | was evacuated to the front gate, then in another armoured
vehicle to a junction, then in eréliff armoured vehicle. | saw a burning tank on the way, many bodies, a head

burst open. | was taken in an armoured vehicle with an older couple to Ofakim then in an ambulance to Soroka
hospital. There were so many wounded there, people holding theimliynbscle and grandfather there in

hospital and was wheeled into surgery.

®Vgdm H b 1l d nts Zne sgd nodq shmf sgd> sqd\ H g ¢ s
the consent. Then | spoke to my sisters for the first time in many hours and cried; | thought they were dead. They
spoke to me fromtheeul | t mbshnm Znm Qn c¢c 121\ vVfdgd sgdx vdqd

Rotem showed Amnesty International the bullets and casings which the fighters fired in his home, and the
ball bearings from the grenade they threw inside the safe ropmvhich killed his parents. There were nine or
10 oxidized bullets and 20 bullet casings. He also had the bullet taken from his stomach and the fragment
taken from his ankle. He said he kept them to remember.

87 Interview in person with Rotem Matthias, 29 January 2025, Mazkeret Batya, Israel.

BBEt " gch ™  m+ ®-Lx o qdmsr r bghywdhblkdec stggdbhlguhkdpude Gnig 1 d-9s @jnmx 6% NBsnadgq
https://lwww.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/14/hamasttack-survivortestimonykilled-my-parents-and-laughed

BBMM+ ®-Lnl "mc ¢ c¢c “gd cd' c- Rnggx-9 Sddm sdwsr rhrsdg sg°'s sgdhg o  gdm
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/10/12/matiasiblings-intv-hamasparentskilled-text-vpx.cnn: Hrg dk hm TR@+ ShjSnj onrsg
yearn k¢ Qnsdl Dkhx > gt L sgh™ r eqgqnl Jhaatsy Gnkhs vhsmdrrdc ansg ghr o  gdms
https://www.tiktok.com/@israelinusa/video/7367047146425601311 Lnms " m° St bjdg+ ®Ldds Qnsdl L sh r + tmc' s
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1174529706948537

19 Interview in person with Rotem Matthias, 29 January 2025, Mazkeret Batya, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew inghigh by

Amnesty Internationg).
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Salem Naif, a dairy farm manager and Bedouin citizen of Israel, told Amnesty International that he arrived in
Holit at about 6am with four of his children, who sometimes accompanied him on Saturdags it was a
quiet day and they could play on the farm.

®H snnj " sgq bsng- Lx c¢c tfgsdg snnj sgd | hkj s ™ mj -
gave milk to the young calves. Then my phone started ringingtwtitirelamangbe 6.2 7ashowing
rockets coming in from Gaza. | thatufiyist it was a mistake.

®H b kkdc sgd jhcr sn bnld pthbjkx- Hs v r
sgdgd-r gnbjdsr- Cnm-s rsqgdrr nts H-1 fnhm
a bj sn gdgt

etm ~ s e
f sn fds

®Ats hs chcm-s dmc+ ~ mc ntmockets, dmoked - wd kimmlg»x wvdid mnsng £m
this in the movies. Then | start getting incoming catisq 2/ / b~ kkr + H bnt msdc Kk sdc
members, the director otheh g x - Sgdx "~ kk r > x+ -G mf hm sgdqgd Sgd
way to 8.30am. Aroundthen agnsgdqg b  kkr+ r > xr+ -@qd xnt ~ knmd>
members of the Zayadna family who were abducted from Holit and taken into ¢&jaindtiwn Gaais)

We saw it on Telegram. So | knew they were kidnapped, Béfdtethdn j mdv hr sg s gd-r mn
vd fn sn sgd neehbd: hs-r °~ khfgs shm rsqtbstqgd- Vd
battery had gone by then. The office is not protesttie base is concret® | get thkids to lie down on

theflooes gdqgd-r khjd 2/ bl ne bnmbqgdsd-

®@qnt ned 0Pd1lg khfgs vd onm ehgqd " mc rgntsr+ "~ mc vd
hmr hcd+ sgdqgd-r anchdtalkts thedrear guadd [miliakylk -dd@pehblm h k c gd m- @s

ld - Gd r xr+ =-Sgd "~ glx vhkk fds sgdgd- Iltrs cnm-s
sgd “glx-- H g hrd to I x gd>c sn knnj "mc H rdd sg°
walking around. Isagtd g + -Sg s-r mns sgd "~ gl x- -

®Sgdx nodm sgd cnng+ rgnts ~s | d+ =Cnm-s | nud - &£
®H s ghmj sgdgd vdgd entg nq ehud: H qdl dl adqgq ehud+
cn "mxsghmf "mc H vnm-s c¢cn "~ mxsghmf-£ Gd jmdv H-|I L

not a threattoyou. Theyhdda bknsgdr + ~gldc vhsg vd onmr - £

®Gd b kkdc ghr eghdmcr nudg- Sgdx r x+ =-Cnm-s ad e
-H g ud mnsghmf-- Gd f ud sgd jhcr rnld v sdg- Sgdx
F'y -- =aVgxm>ad-Sglhr sslkidle hdkc- Sgd °~ gl gdoc

x vhkk fds
(S

-Gdko I d+ I x jhecr-£ Gd r > xr+ =-H g ud n s jd xnt- -
helicopter above the kibbutz. To this day, if my Kidleeggesg d gqt mr hmsn sgd gntrd- Rt
vd s jd xnt a bj- Cnm-s bnld nts tmshk hs-r pthds- -
ftx rtffdrsr+ =-Kds ghl s jd ghr b ghgmdigsl-tmSdgr s dian
sgdl - Sgdx " rj |l d+ =-Gnv vntkc xnt fn gnld>- H r > hctH+

meant the roads, that there are their people there. They left me, took the tractor and went, ahey left one guy
gd jddor dxdhmf | d "mc ok xhmf vhsg ghr vd onm+ khj
orders, they call himuallinZ ®anrr~ hm @ ahb\- Rn vd edks I nqgd bnle

®1 t r smagbg yomheard aboutttfiar women soldiers got there with tanks. One of them got with her

tank right here and they [the fighters] start being afraid... And now they flipped 180 degrees. They started being
mhbdE H r hcdgshnqgldx Rghken+t Aldsx ZdHr §§g dk Rdbt ghsx @f dmbx\
adenqd sgdx vdgqd a ¢ "mc mnv sgdx-gqd mhbd- Sgdx r x
ptdrshnm- H r hc+ -H stgm sgmc bheg xnmnmt ‘rngen tH +c gvhdu dj -h-k |
say anything, but in my head | was thinking about driving hohunlpsisidgnem, but | felt strong

adb trd sgd “glx g ¢ “"gqgqhudc+ "mc sgdx vdgd "~ eq hc-
vd rdd- Vd r v sgd Sg h tAvewmet o thecar; and atl fiouy doors aresoged. gnt r d

H r hc sn sgdl+ =-H-1 mns sntbghmf sghr: |  xad hs-r
somethim And the kiglshey went into the dairy offices right by there, drank some water. So, he turns on the
b g: H f>ud ghl sgd bncd- Gd cgnud °~ =edv I dsqdr "~ gd

Rdd rdbshnm 5-0 ®@actbshnm ne bhuhkh m gnrs > fdr ™
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and go to Gaza. Inthat mehient * hc sn s
ng mns> @mc vd g udm-s
vhsg ° rsnmd ng svn hm
tankbut no soldiers. Andonthewayd ne s g
-Adb trd H rdd " m Hrqrd
cnm-s gtm "mc gtf sgd b

gd jhcr+ -Khes -trs -gqrt M-t gQdcl "dxl asd
chdc+ rn | xad hs-r mns ntaq
ntg g mcr- Vd v hs+ "mc sgdn
d fhgkr r > xr+ =Sgdgd-r "~ gl x
« ek " At v "hudhrmf -udd®Rn odmfvd knt
g cqgdm: hs v 'r ®¥dgx c¢c > mfdgn

-G
=

A~ This photogratgken on 1 November, 20@&s burnt personal belongings in a house that was set on fire during the attack on Holi
on 7 October 2023. © Alexi J. Rosenfeld/Getty Images

In Holit, as elsewhere, fighters attempted to kill and abduct many more civilians, both Israeli residents and
foreign workers.

Moti Kakon managed to shoot one of the fighters who broke into his home and to redirect towards them a
grenade they had thrown at the safe room where he and his family were sheltering, likely preventing them
from being killed or taken hostagé?®?

In another incident, Withawat Kunwong, a 3@earold agricultural worker from Thailand, told media that he
was injured by an assailant in civilian clothing who tried to decapitate him with a kitchen knifit did not
succeed because he fought bacland the knife was blunt!%4

5.1.KFAR AZZA

The population of Kfar Azza, a kibbutz located less than 2km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza

and home to a population of some 900 residentS® was heavily impacted when it was attacked on 7

October 2023 by assailantsincluding fighters from the AlQassam Brigades. According to an Israeli military

hmudr shf shnm hmsn sgd “~ss bj+ 51 ne sgd pgevemaft sy-r qdr hec
sgd 03 I dladgr ne sgd | haat s yfivewem bottligr§ ahadndnexwagiad r onmr d r pt ~ ¢

192 |nterviewin person with Salem Naif5 August 2024, Beersheva, Israeltranslation from the original Hebrew into English bfmnesty

Internationa).

19 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Kakon Family (previously cited).

“BMM+ ®Sq tl "shydc Sg " h e gldgr gdbntms gnggng ne G | r obberrr > bgd “r e | h|
2023, https://edition.cnn.com/2023/10/30/asia/thailanehamas-survivorsintl-hnk/index.html

1% |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Kefar Azhtips://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographiarea?id=a0lb4bc(accessed

14 May 2025).
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member of the Israel Security Agency (also known as Shabak or Shin B&t)The figures broadly correspond
to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiativé%. Most people were killed in the first hours of the
attack, before the arrival of Israeli military and security forcé¥.

Also killed were 18 members of the Israeli military and security forces who reached Kfar Azza several hours
after the attack began and clashed with fighters until the late afternoon of 10 October 2023, far longer than
in most of the other locations attacke on 7 October 20231%

Kfar Azza was one of two localities where fighters arrived in motorized paragliders (the other was Netiv
HaAsara). Six fighters arrived on three paragliders shortly after the opening salvo of rockets fired from Gaza
landed in the area around 6.30am. They @re shortly after joined by scores (some 250 in all according to the
Israeli military investigation) of other fighters, some of whom barricaded themselves in homes from where
they engaged in armed clashes with the Israeli military and security forces foree days?®°

Amnesty International analysed 11 videos and 19 photographs taken during the attack on Kfar Azza, before
and after the arrival of the first Israeli military and security forces.

Three videos verified by Amnesty International confirm that Palestinian fighters used paragliders to land in
the kibbutz between 6.30am and 6.45amIn one of them residents of Kfar Azza recorded three paragliders
approaching the kibbutz?°! In the other two, two paragliders are seen abandoned on the streets in the west
and north of the kibbutz?°? According to footage from a security camera, a white truck entered the kibbutz

through one of its northern gates at 7.0larff*Sghr enns fd v ' r hmhsh > kkx rg > gdc nm
group and later posted on Telegrarf*

In three other videos verified by Amnesty International, heavily armed fightare seen roaming the kibbutz

on foot. In one of the videos, apparently filmed by one of the assailants, at least 10 armed fightees

walking around residential homes in the kibbut®® They carry AKMS, AKS4U and other Akpattern rifles.
Loud gunshots are audible in the background. In another video, which also appears to have been recorded
by an assailant, a group of at leastO armed men, some of whom can be seen in the first video, stand
behind houses in the kibbutz2¢ As the sound of gunshots and Israeli warning sirens is heard in the
background, some of the fighters appear to take cover behind trees and between homeke fighters carry
PK-pattern generalpurpose machine guns, an RPG launcher and customized AKddattern rifles. A third
video, recorded in the same location, shows two armed men trying to reload an RPG, while two fighters
approach homes in the background and others stand in the foregrouriéf.

Most of the men visible in the videos are wearing green camouflageloured militarystyle clothing and body
armour vests, while several are dressed in civilian clothing. At least one individual is wearing a green
headband, typically associated with the ADassam Brigades.

Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Sdggnghrsr snnj Je g @  hm "m gntqg- Qdb ostghmf |
https://www.timesofisrael.com/terroristtook-kfar-azain-an-hour-recapturingit-took-the-idf-days-probe-finds

197 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Kfar Azattps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfafaza (accessed 30 April 2025); October

7th GeoVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered anehFall

During the Hamas Attack on Israel Between-3.10.2023 (previously cited).

¥Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®Sgd knmf v hs enq gdko “r | > rr > bgdr tmenkcdc hm Hrqg dk°
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/10/11/world/middleeast/israghzahamas-attack-timeline.html

*¥Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Sdggnghrsr snnj Je q @  hm "~ m gntgds yQd b®HGE-gch mf hs s

Je g @y hmudrshf > shnm '"oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-
G " gdsy+ ®HCE-r Je' ' q @y  hmudrshf > shnm~ '"ogqduhntrkx bhsdc(-
MXmdsmdvr+ ®-@ ognedrrhnm k+ r > md unhbd-9 Xmds ahcr e gdvdkk sn rk>hm og

https://www.ynetnews.com/article/h1xccmlzt
22 VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty Internationgl video
posted by GeoRaccoon on X on 28 October 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International

23 Videopostedby _ ~ T ¢ X I x.p 1} A@SFt mcdfReatkhFrddmdvr ek rgdr \ n7@ctdberr Sdkdf g |l bg"
2023 and held on file byAmnesty International The video shows a television screen playing timestamped CCTV footage, which, at the start

ne sgd uhcdn+ chrok xr sgd shld "r ®/ 69/ 0924 - Sgd Honlyattheh | hkhs >  gx hmudr
armoury, the entrancegate, mc °~ edv gnldr ats chc mns gdbngc enns fd+ | " jhmf hs cheehbt
Je g @y Hmudrshf shnm '"oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-

204 Kan, Kfar Aza, Bar Kislevhttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfafaza/kislev(accessed on 9 May 2025).

25 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
26 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
27 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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0 This still from a video apparently filmed by one of the assailants shows armed fighters walking on faongttive agtaéiamAtreakilio
7 October 2023. Other images from videos apparently recorded by assailants shéight¢leasotidgameshg residential homes.

@bbngchmf sn sgd Hrg dkh | hkhs > gx hmudrshf > shnm+ ax sgd
the armoury to take the weapons stored there, the place had already been ransacked by the attackers,
seemingly indicating that the latter knew wherit was.

T This photografken on 4 January ,20@4vs burnt homes in Kfar Azza, following the 7 October 2023 attack on the kibbutz. © No

Among the civilians murdered in Kfar Azza were Hadar Rosenfeld, a-§8arold accountant, and her
husband, Itay Berdichesky, an electrical engineer also aged 30, who were killed in their home, leaving
behind their 10-month-old twin boys, who survived desgé spending hours alone without food or water; and
G c g-r bntr hm Xearld actoMahdfimohaker, who waskilled in his home while his wife
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escaped with their newborn baby girl (three weeks old at the time) and hid nearby for hours until they were
rescued.

G c g-r agnsgdg+ Cuhg Qnrdmedkc+ vgn khudc mdws sn G c (¢
with his sister over WhatsApp throughout the attack but could not help her or her family. During the attack
Dvir, his wife and their 1Xmonth-old baby boy were in their home. Dvir told Amnesty International:

®vd vnjd to s 5-04"1I "mc H ngf mhydc ntg a ax sn f
[warning of rocket fire] sounded as hundreds of rockets were falling. We went to our safe room and immediately
started to hear shooting and expsoand shortly after that about 6.50am to Zarheard Arabic being

spoken outside our safe room and the electricity was cut off and we were left in the dark. | tried to ring first the
jhaatsy-r ehqgrs qgdr on mc d guas nZahdwdrgieahmwiiesagesvereo n mr d r pt °
bnl hmf sggntfg nm Vg sr@ o eqnl mdhfgantqr b’ kkhmf
v r rgns-+ =H | hmitgdc-+ dsb- Vd gd khydc sg s sg
the kibbutz amdso on houses. | started receiving messages from residents of other places in the region, not

only from our kibbutz.

®Sgd k' rs ldrr fd H qdbdhudc eqnl Il X rh
gnnl vhsg svn ch odgr etkk ne onn-- Rgd
electricity and everyone semdggsages, many messages were not getting through.

®H sghdc sn ghmf sgd " gl x+ sgd rdbgds rdquhbd ZHrqg"
news as we were stuck with no air, no light and no water. Our safe rooms were just another room in the house
but made of concrete, designed to protect from rockets. Many doors and windows did not lock and were not
blastproof, and the terrorists shot through the doors and also used mines [referring to explosives].

®Hs ~ x + -itlaw, veag shat fjodh @utside the safe room and Hadar was shot dead while she was in the
kitchen preparing milk bottles for the kdieedody on the kitchen floor with two empty milk bottles. The
terrorists first shot her from outidkthen went in and shot her at close range. The bullet holes in the house
tell that story.

®Sgdx "~ krn rgns sggntfg sgd cnng ne sgd r ed qgnnl
boys were left alone for almost 14 hours with no food or water. The terrorists used them as bait. People who
heard them cry and went to t®ipogiot shot; some of them were injured and others were killed. Neighbours
heard this from inside their homes.

®Hs ~ x v #twoibugletssin the bduhhddthen shot in the head. There were blood traces on the floor of
the safe room, where he seemingly tried to move away from the door to the corner of the room, and a bullet hole
in the floor suggests tlatdas then shot in the head at close range.

®Lx bntrhm X g u qgqdrhrsdc sgd sdggnghrsr- “ssdlosr
Shaili, time to run away with the baby. She managed to hide under some bushes and then in a house until they
were rescued. While in hidirghad no food or diapers for the baby. Yahav was killed; he was shot in the back
and then the terrorists set the house on fire.

®Vvd 'Id "mc | x vhed " mc ntg a ax( rtquhudc ax otqd
until the army came to rescue us. | went out of the safe room after 12 hours to get some food and water for the
baby, but we had little fooceildlise as we had just come back from abroad the previous evening.

® Kt hthe kekroxists did not try to come into our home. Our neighbour said that he saw them in our garden, but
they did not come in. | had left the front door wide open so that our dog, who had run away scared from the
rocket explosions, could come back #g pachaps the terrorists thought that we had fled or that other
sdggnghrsr g ' c "2gqd cx fns hmsn ntg gntrd-—

Ziv Stahl, who was visiting her sister in Kfar Azza on 7 October 2023, told Amnesty International about the
shock of realizing the scale and gravity of the unfolding attack and the impossibility of fleeing as the

2% |nterview by voice call with Dvir Rosenfeld, 19 September 2024.
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assailants broke into the kibbutz while rockets launched from Gaza were raining down on the area and
residents were seeking cover indoors:

® @e s dq 0 4,thé damt|[waching ohrgcket fine] stopped seemed to be quiet. We left the safe

room and | went outside to smoke a cigarette on the front porch. | heard shots, but from a distance. It was
6.40am, maybe 6.45am, so | assumed they were from the area of the fence because you can sometimes hear
sgdl £ @esdq s,there vvasanahgrepidadd | Was mshmglimsioel my brotherlaw is

right behind me. As we entered the safeersags that he saw terrorsti® sidewalk near the house. He

goes away again, and he went to get the revolver from the bedroom, and then we shouted to him to get in the

r ed gnnl+ "mc gd chcm-s bnld hm+ "mc vd gd > gc °~ gqgd
him, and her daughter and | shouted at her not to go... And therifanhrcanss back and we shut
ourselves in the safe room,and helaytdosvsm hcd sgd r ed gnnl vhsg sgd qgdur

stayed the whole time; he lay dowrfloortigearding us.

®Vd vdgqd vngqghdc enq I x nsgdg agnsgdg+ vgn v r b 1lo

van. We were worried for him, and worried for4mksister+ Lhqg  + vgn v r gnld ~ knmd
Ats vd vdgqgdm- er shanwgaxalways goompdta kelp peaphetinghesg situations, as she was part

of the resilience supportgreup ~rrtl dc sg s-r vg s v r fnhmf nm- @r
vnggqxhmf £ Vd jmdv ~ants Lhqg rswenktke lasteosat ger,andthey mc =~ g

jmdv egnl sgd I ngmhmf ne 6 Nbsnadq- Vd g ¢ vghssdm
to nm gdg>- Gd vdms hmsn sgd gnt rtdhothenandthetwo sg s sgd
cnfr- Gd itrs chcm-s v ms sn sdkk tr khjd sg s+ ats
announcement from the state came two weeks later.

®@s 01- 2/ pdhewax20mhed bgdd ¢ -anxegqghdmc--- rgnvdc to ~ s sg
sgdx g ¢ rkdos hm sgd jhaatsy£f Gdg "~ o @astlodms hr hm

the kibbutz, where single young &dedt]. They arrived with him bleeding really badly. My sister and her

gtra mc ok bdc ghl hm sgd khuhmf gnnl "~ mc sgdm | nud
nephews is a paramedic, so he explained how to do a tourniquet. Thdrirthiesidkrtade safe room.

My brothein-law brought watesalt watet and my sister and | each held a tourniquet over one hand.

®Sgdx jmdv sg s sgd sdggnghrsr vdqd aqgd’ jhmf hmsn g
and heard them [the assailants] enter the apartment. He held the door and she hid under the bed. They shot him,
and he fell. They somehoweddeom the window. She put a tourniquetonhid vhsg gdg o msr £

only by a miracle that there was no one there. They were shot at, lost each other in the melee, found each other

"f hm- Sgdx | "cd sgdhqg wbxd£ bhomrsr negd gj BaatdsyhcHy-nm
mhdbd-r anxeghdmc\- Rn+ sgdgd v r sgd atrhmdrr vhsg
and in pain, so we tried to calm him, to distract him, do breathing exercises with \waradierthhey

dwok hmdc sn tr vd b m-s fhud ghl o hmjhkkdqr- Rn+

a positiott the towels were soaked withbloadc j ddohmf ghl b >kl rn gd cndr m-
he had a Het in one hand that just went through his hand; and a bullet through highithesXitakdin
ghr “~gl - H gdkc ghr kdes g mc: sgd khssikd ehmfdq v°

becomes more difficult, he becomes more impatient. He also understood the consequences of so many hours
with a tourniguet, and he could only take Optalgin [a mild painkiller] for the pain.

®H b kkdc sgd onkhbd r gngs kdaroungmahgl told tnem we kavenah d bd ~ mc

gunshot wound heree need treatment and extraciomc sgdx snkc I d+ =-Sg s-r hlo
Vd b’ m-s b,alaham [Na@mal 8outrgeiorisin Unit of the Israel Border Police] unit came in

sg mjr sn ° bntrhm ne Zlx mhdbd-r anxeghdmc\ - Sgdx
mhdbd-r anxeqhdmc\ g  tal;hegmkrx gmncv radduddmm gndokddq "rsdhcn nerg+n |°
 nmsgr+ “mc hr nffv g uhmf ogxrhnsgdqg ox-

Another resident of the kibbutz, 22yearold Neta Portal, told media that the attackers shot through the door

of the safe room where she and her partner, Santiago Peres, were sheltering with other neighbours and

aqnjd hmsn hs9 ®Sg dgywerdshabting thenkils Anththe peaple wekedhoutisg,

-Okd rd mn+ okd > rd mn-- @r s g dsheardsSantiggajuympedowgafthey =~ f gdm’ c

209 Interview in person with Ziv Stahl, 3 April 2024, Tel Aviv, Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into EnglisAroyesty
Internationa).
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vhmecnv " mc ekdc vghkd sgd ss bjdgr rgns “s sgdl- Rgd r°
vd vdgd mnsghmf-— Rgd v r rgns | tkshokd skPPdr hm gdq kdf

Testimonies of other surviving residents describing to media the messages they received from neighbours
during the attack indicate that fighters went from house to house to attack residents. One was reported
saying:

~

c Vg sr@o fgnto+ dudgxnmd rs q
X gntrd+ sgdx-gqgd hm I x gntrd- -
dx-qd a#d  j hmf hmsn “kk sgd gnl
Two videos verified by Amnesty International show the extensive destruction to residential property in Kfar

Azza?*? The footage depicts destroyed homes, broken windows and doors and, in some casigns of
burning. Marks of apparent bullet impact are also visible on walls, doors and furniture.

N

®Hm sgd mdhfgantqgg
nsgdg9 -Sgdx-gqgd hm
all the houses. Reportit, daipp k d - Sg

5.1.AMAGEN

Ten people five civilians, including three emergency response squad members, and five soldieraere
killed in Magen, a kibbutz located around 5km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to
some 540 residents?!® and the nearby Maon Junction on Road 232 when it and other nearby communities
were attacked by fighters on 7 October 2023, according to Israeli civil society documentation initiatik/és.

NE 047 /12

0 This still from CCTV footage shows fighters on six motorcycles opening fire multiple times on a pashistpuisiliam wto|& hetstt:
the Maon Junction on Road 232, near Magen, on 7, Klittobeat2®238l° k p* s+ °~ Adcnt hm qdr hcdms
and mother of nine children.

CCTV footage verified by Amnesty International captured an incident approximately 1km north of Magen.
The video shows fighters on six motorcycles. As they reach a junction, identified as the Maon Junction on

AAB+ ®Je ' q @y jhaatsy | “rr > bgd9 E sgdg r udr c tfgsdg gd g cm-s rddm e
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/worlemiddle-east67089114

Amnesty Internationakould not corroborate the statement that children were shot in this incident. However, it is aware of several cases in

which children were killed when fighters shot into safe rooms in residential homes knowing that children might be presene &so

Ynetmd v r + ® Scddbugdnkhnnond ¢ cduhbd gdkor Mds®™ v kj “f hm “esdq adhmf hmitgdc hm G
https://www.ynetnews.com/health_science/article/skejn5vhp

2»Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®-Khjd cnlhmnr e kkhmf-9 Xntmf Je g @ gdrhcdmsr qgqdb" |
https://www.timesofisrael.com/likelominos-falling-youngkfar-azaresidentsrecall-carnage of-oct-7

22 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 October 2023 and held on fil&ropesty International

23 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Magéitps:/census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographiarea?id=e65cb3b(accessed 14

May 2025).

214 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacréitps://oct7map.com(accessed 30 April 2025). See also Kan, Kan

7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Kfar Azahttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfaraza (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death

Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betwee#®.10.2023 (previously cited).

25 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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https://www.ynetnews.com/health_science/article/skejn5vhp
https://www.timesofisrael.com/like-dominos-falling-young-kfar-aza-residents-recall-carnage-of-oct-7/
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=e65cb3b

Road 232, and turn east, away from Magen, they open fire multiple times on a passing civilian vehicle,
which slows to a stop.

The attack killed FaimaaltS ™ kp~ s+ °~ Adcnthm gdrhcdms ne sgd snvm ne @q-
mother of nine children. Her husband, Hamad Abu Arar, told Human Rights Watch that, at the time, his wife

was driving him to work at the moshav of Mivtahim. Also in thehiele was their eightmonth-old son, Elias.

Hamad said he managed to escape with his son and hid in an electricity junction box on the side of the road,

where they stayed for six hours until help arrived®

5.1.9NAHAL OZ

Twentyfour peoplezx 13 civilian residents, including two emergency response squad members and two
foreign nationals, and three members of the military and security forces that came to fight the assailants
were killed during the attack on Nahal Oz on 7 €ober 2023, according to an Israeli military investigation
into the attack?®”’ Sgd | hkhs  gx h nfar the dedthftoll & the kibbutz, lozdiefl less than 2km
from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to some 550 resideidt& broadly correspond to those
of Israeli civil society documentation initiatived?

A gh Ldhgnuhbg+ sgd gd ' c ne sgd jhaatsy-r dldgfdmbx qgdro
the attack, told Amnesty International that the attack began in the early morning hours. Yair Yifrah, another

resident of Nahal Oz, told Amnesty Inteational that he tried calling llan Fiorentino, the security coordinator

(ravshat3®*ne sgd jhaatsy-r dldqgfdmbx gdronmrd rpt > c+ rgnqgskx
time, Yair was escaping from the attack on the Nova festival, which he had attend@tlit turned out that

llan had been killed trying to repel the assailantg?

Bari Meirovich identified three other families who had members who were killed and taken hostage that
morning = the Arava family, the Idan family and the Zohar familyas living in a row of houses located on the
northern outskirts of the kibbutZ2®Sgdx Zsgd “rr > hk > msr\ itrs ydgndc hm nm

virm-s  mcnl -

Amnesty International verified segments of two separate videos {steeamed on Facebook accounts of

b ostgdc gdrhcdmsr ne M g k Ny- Sgd enns fd v r qdbnqgcdc
them during an assault on their homes.

In an eightminute segment of the first video, which was recorded inside the house of Dikla Arava, her

partner Noam Elkayim and his two daughters, Ella Elyakim and Dafna Elyakim, along with Dikla and her son,

Tomer EliazArava, are being forced by armeddhters to sit near a window and remain still. Noam is visibly

injured and bleeding from his leg. The armed fighters demand identification documents and ask for

information about the layout of the neighbourhood. At minute 4:31 in the segment, one of the @tnmen

orders 17-yearold Tomer to stand up and leave the house with him. Before departing, the fighter tells Dikla:

®H cnm-s jhkk bghkcgdm-— Snldg hr sgdm s jdm ntsrhcd °~ mc
knock on doors under the diredbn of the fighters, who thereby endangered him. Several armed fighters can

be seen moving between houses, at least one of whom is from the@dssam Brigade$?®

26 Human Rights Watch® H B* m-s Dg rd @kk sgd Aknnc egnl Lx Lhmc @redoudydr shmh ™  m @ql dc
bhsdc(- Rdd “krn Hrg dk Mhsy m+ W onrs9 ®Nm Nbsnadqg 6rgegectot | "¢ @at @q g+
vgdm 7 G| r sdggnghrsr ehgdc s ghr b g "mc |Itqgqcdgdc ghr vhed- "+ 0/ Mnuc
https://x.com/IsraelNitzan/status/1722962370392138017

27Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Bhuhkh > mr+ onkhbd rsnoodc Ors v ud ne sdggnghrstr
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civilianpolice-stopped1st-waveof-terroristsat-nahaloz-idf-arrived-7-hours-later

28 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, 2022 Census Data, Nahal @#tps://census.cbs.gov.il/len/geographiarea?id=6fde5d9(accessed 14

May 2025).

219 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project,

Nahal Oz,https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahabz (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and

Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betweend.10.2023 (previously cited).

2 Ravshat#z ° Gdaqdv “~bgnmxl engq ®bhuhkh™ m rdbtghsx bnngchm> sng + hr ° qgnkd hr
Israeli military presence.

21 Interview in person with Yailifrah, 16 May 2024.

22SeeShl dr ne Hrg dk+ ®Bhuhkh > mr+ onkhbd rsnoodc Ors v u#anrmken sdggnghrsr s
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Nahal Oz, Fiorentino familigttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/len/nahabz/fiorentino(accessed 30 April

2025); October 7 Memorial, llan Fiorentinohttps://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ilatfiorentino (accessed 9 May 2025).

23 0On the Idan family, seeA AB+ ®-G | “r r > hc sgdx vntkcm-s rgnns+ sgdm |Itgcdgdc | x c tfg
https://www.bbc.com/news/worleémiddle-east67192885

24 Interview in personwith Bari Meirovich, 8 May 2024 (translation from the original Hebrew into English Bynnesty Internationa)l.

25 \/ideo posted by The Slaughter 710 on its Telegram channel on 30 December 2023 and held on fileAoynesty International Two and a

half minutes of the same segment was posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram chanried on

October 2023 and is also held on file byAmnesty International
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In a two-minute segment of the second video, Tomer is seen sitting on the floor inside the Idan family home,

alongside Gali Idan and Tsachi Idan and two of their children, Yael Idan, aged 12, and Shachar Idan, aged

mhmd- Ft mehqd hr gd qc hm sgd a bjfgntmc- Sgd “~qgqldc | dm
and place of birth?2¢

Vg s hr mns uhrhakd hm sgd uhyeatolddaughtes Mahyamaldao,swvhone F  kh-r
according to an interview Gali gave to the BBC, was shot and killed by the attackers inside the family home

earlier that day. Additional footage shiad by the Idan family depicts Gali and Tsachi on the same floor,

attempting to shield their children with their bodies as loud gunshots are audible in the background. In the

video, Tsachi has blood on his hand. According to Gali, the blood belonged to Maa??”

In a television documentary, Yael recounted that she and her sister Maayan were hiding under a bed when
Palestinian assailants arrived at their house and demanded that the family open the d&&mccording to
Yael, their father Tsachi attempted to hold the door shut?® Maayan then left the hiding place to assist him.
The fighters reportedly opened firat the door and Maayan wastruck in the neck by a bullet. According to
multiple interviews, armed fighters transported Tsachi out of the kibbutz, leaving Gali and the children at
home %° Tsachi was killed while in captivity in Gaza on an unknown date and, although his body was
returned to Israel on 26 February 2025 in a hostagprisoner exchange, the cause of his death had not been
established as o#4 December2025, with Hamas alleging that he was killed in an Israeli air strike while the
Israeli government clainad that he was killed by his captors.

Shortly after, Tomer EliaArava managed to escape armed fighters and hide in the kibbutz, according to an
Israeli military investigation into the attack on Nahal Oz, which concluded that it is highly likely that Tomer
was mistakenly killed by Israeli mitary fire due to a misidentificatior?3!

According to findings from the same investigation, his mother Dikla, her partner Noam and his two
daughters, Ella and Dafna, were abducted by Palestinian fighters and forced into a vehicle. During the
attempted transfer toward Gaza, the vehicle came undére from behind. Dikla was killed during the

incident. The fighters subsequently abandoned the vehicle within the kibbutz, leaving her body behind. The
investigation concluded that there was a reasonable possibility that Dikla was killed by Israeli &ifer the
vehicle was identified by Israeli forces as one used by fleeing attackéts.

Noam was also killed on that day, but under unknown circumstances, and his body was found seven days
later23® The last confirmed sighting of Noam is in a video, verified by Amnesty International, that features the
logo of the Military Media of the AQuds Brigades and the flag of the AQuds Brigades. His leg is injured,

with blood surrounding the wound. In the bckground, two other bodies lie motionless on the dirt rod&ét
Residents of Nahal Oz who viewed the footage confirmed to Israeli media that it shows Noam being carried
by two armed assailants along a dusty road on the outskirts of the kibbétz.

Bari Meirovich and the deputy coordinator of the emergency response squad fought for most of the day.

A gh-r vhed "mc entq bghkcqgqdm vdqd ghchmf hm sgd r ed qgn
with them, fearing for him and occasionallgsking him for a sign of life. With the coordinator killed at the

outset of the attack, they were almost alone. They were joined by a small undercover Israel Border Police

force, which happened to be staying in the kibbutz that weekend, numbering 11 (foof whom hadalready

beenwounded in the fighting), who provided them with more ammunition and protected vehicl&s.

Together they tried to save civilians and fend off the attackers. A larger military force arrived at around

26Videopostedby ~ ¥ L 1 * L+~ Z®Hrgx dkl1 Mdvr nm Sdkdfg "l "\ nm hsr Sdkdfg |l bg mmdk nm
Amnesty International

21 \/ideo posted by BBC News on YouTube on 23 October 2023 and held on fileAynesty International

ZBAR Mdvr+ ®Cnbtldms gx -Sgd Bghkcgdm ne Nbsnadg 6- bgg®mhbkdr rsnghdr n.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/childremf-october7-documentary-paramountisraethamas-gaza

22 Video posted by Montana Tucker on Instagram on 27 February 2025 and held on file Agnnesty International

20 Video posted by BBC News on YouTube on 23 October 2023 and held on fileAynesty Internationglvideo posted by Montana Tucker

on Instagram on 27 February 2025 and held on file bjAmnesty International

BLHCE+ ®RtIl |l >gx ne ehmchmfr eqgnl s@qd uhmptnhcg xC hhjnks'n @qg du “c dn'ns g\b snnea dSgn 16dsqg D ksh
10 January 2025, https://www.idf.il/len/minisites/idf pressreleasesisraetat-war/january25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-
the-deaths-of-tomer-eliazaravaand-dikla-aravaon-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahaloz

®2HCE+ ®RtIl 1l  gx ne ehmchmfr eqnl s@qd unmptnhcg xChhjnks'n @qg du "c dn'ns g\b snnea dSgn | 6dsqg D ksh
(previously cited).
2Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Mn" | Dkx jhl + 359 Cd uhitgsdwwwgimekofiskagl.cdm/noare im knudc sn rhm

46-devotedfamily-man-who-lovedto-sing

24Video posted by Twist on X on 8 December 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International

2%5Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial ProjectNahal Oz, Elyakim Arava Familiattps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahabz/arava(accessed

9 May 2025).

26 Eleven members of Yamas, the undercover tactical unit of the Israel Border Police, were stationed in the kibbutz, as parepirations

for weekly protests that had been taking place in Gaza near the perimeter fence surrounding it. See Times of IstaBlh u hk h ™ mr + onkhbd
rsnoodc Ors v ud ne sdggnghrsr s M g k Ny: HCE "~ ggqhudc 6 gntqgr k> sdg '«
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/children-of-october-7-documentary-paramount-israel-hamas-gaza
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/january-25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-the-deaths-of-tomer-eliaz-arava-and-dikla-arava-on-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahal-oz
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/january-25-pr/summary-of-findings-from-the-inquiry-into-the-deaths-of-tomer-eliaz-arava-and-dikla-arava-on-october-7th-at-kibbutz-nahal-oz
https://www.timesofisrael.com/noam-elyakim-46-devoted-family-man-who-loved-to-sing/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/noam-elyakim-46-devoted-family-man-who-loved-to-sing/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nahal-oz/arava

1.30pm and assisted them as well. Bari told Amnestyternationalthat another member of the emergency

response squad, Ran Poslushni, was mistakenly killed that day by Israeli soldiers from that force, who

sgntfgs gd v'r "m “ss bjdg- Sghr hr bnggnang sdc ax sgd
and media reports?%’

Bari described the attack they faced on the kibbutz as consisting of about-8%0 armed attackers and

chrshmfthrgdc sgdl eqnl bhuhkh> mr inhmhmf ~mc knnshmf+ v
Ehfgsdqgr vdgd chr shmft hr Hakshnikovs arel G lotgof grena®espotsof | n udr s +
magazinestmns svn nq sgqdd+ knsr-~ Rnld ne sgdl g c °~ fgddm g

as fighters from the AlQassam Brigades. A white vehicle with a Gazan licence plate that entered thebkitz

was full of military equipment such as explosives, RPGs and magazines. The fighters walked around in units
of two or three. To him, there was no question that they were trained; they knew how to shoot and were very
well equipped. It was evident thathtey had intelligence on the kibbutz in advance. He noticed that attackers
began opening the boots of multiple cars. Later, he learnt that, in other locations, fighters had removed spare
tyres after opening the boots of multiple cars, set them on fire andlied them into houses. The civilians, on

the other hand, were dressed in civilian clothing without military equipment; some of them even came
barefoot?3®

Among others killed in Nahal Oz was Tanzanian agriculture student Joshua Mollel, aged 21. Joshua, who

had only been in Israel for three weeks prior to 7 October 2023, was killed in Nahal Oz, where he was

staying as part of his internship at a dairy farm #re, and his body was taken to Gaza, where it remained

until it was released on 5 Novembe2025 as part ofa hostageprisoner exchange dea#*® For several weeks

his family believed and hoped that he was alive in captivity in Gaza, until video footage emerged which

shattered those hope$#® Amnesty International verified two videos related to the murder of Joshua Mollel on

the outskirts of the kibbutzz*! In the first video, a group of heavily armed men dressed in civilian clothing

and carrying weapons are seen beating and pushing Joshé.He is held by four men. Two of them are

carrying type 561 rifles, one is carrying an AKLO3 pattern rifle and a fourth is carrying a heavily customized

AKM-pattern rifle. Joshua is not resisting or fighting back. One of the armed men holding him has agbeon

his vest that appears to be that of the National Resistance Brigades, while, in the background, another man

wears a yellow headband ofthe A®pr © L > gsxqr - Aqhf  cdr- Hm sgd rdbnmc uhcc
on the road, some 200m south of th place where he was first recorded being captured and held by the

fighters24® His body has bleeding wounds on the chest. One assailant dressed in civilian clothing stands next

sn sgd ancx+ vhdkchmf ° jmhed vhsg uhrhakd sqg bdr ne akn
stomach and discharges his rifle directly atis head.

5.1.0NETIV HAASARA

Seventeen civilian residents, including three members of the local emergency response squad, were killed in
Netiv HaAsara, a moshav located a few hundred metres to the north of the perimeter fence surrounding
Gaza and home to some 1,280 resident¥’ according to an Israeli military investigatiotf®> The figures

broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiativé%.

7 Interview in personwithBariL d hgnuhbg+ 7 L x 1/ 1 3 testimopydtothe Edut7 X0 xloclmemation projectsSee| - r

Kibbutz Nahal Oz, ¢ ~» * x> .7110° - AL _ zs.x 7] s o x s = ¢xixgl”"" ™ 7@®SgWUIsdsr ehf amx ™ ne

Nissan DeKalotc dot sx rdbtghsx bnngchm sng “mc | dladg ne Jhaatsy M g k Ny9 Ak  bj
April 2024, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLqtRZOPs(in Hebrew). See als®ctober 7 Memorial, Ran Poslushni,
https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/rasposlushni* * bbdrrdc 8 L x 1/ 14(: Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Q m Onr |
rg gqo rdmrd ne ¢ thitps:4www.tiniegofistael.com/laipds|@shni48-father-of-4-with-a-sharp-senseof-humor

28 Interview in personwith Bari Meirovich, 8 May 2024.

#Ft "gch” m+ ®Ancx ne c¢cd ¢ S  my  mh™ m g nhttgs/ipphedipddm/tHegoardiam/mewsflocd® ~ + 03 Mnudl adgqg
news/read/bodyof-dead-tanzanianhostageremainsin-gaza2024-11-14-104447; AAB+ ®Hr g  dk r xr G | r gdstgmdc ancx
S my > mh > m gnr s  f d https/Awwibbaad.ukénews/articlesicdjdwjeOywdo

240 pBS NewsHour,War in the Holy Langd 4 December 2023, https://www.pbs.org/video/wam-the-holy-land-thai-1701731386

AAB+ ®l nrgt” Lnkkdk9 S my mh® r  xr r st c dips/wwhbb&abro/netvatwortdafriga= dk ax G | ~r — +
67713520

242 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 December 2023 and held on file by Amnesgynational

23 \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 17 December 2023 and held on file by Amriesgynational

24 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Netiv Haasah#tps://census.cbs.gov.il/len/geographiarea?id=224ae0b

(accessed 14 May 2025).

Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®26 “~qldc Hrgq dkhr e hkdc sn rsno 2 sdggnghrsr eqn|
https://www.timesofisrael.com/37armed-israelisfailed-to-stop-3-terroristsfrom-murdering-17-in-netiv-haasara

26 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Netiv HaAsatatps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/natishaasara(accessed 30 April

2025); October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216

Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betweend/10.2023 (previously cited).

TARGETING CIVILIANS
MURDER, HOSTAKIEG AND OJI@ERTIMYSPALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA

Amnesty International 68


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i--LqtRZOPs
https://october7memorial.com/memoriam/ran-poslushni
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ran-poslushni-48-father-of-4-with-a-sharp-sense-of-humor/
https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-news/read/body-of-dead-tanzanian-hostage-remains-in-gaza-2024-11-14-104447
https://ippmedia.com/the-guardian/news/local-news/read/body-of-dead-tanzanian-hostage-remains-in-gaza-2024-11-14-104447
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgjdwje0ywdo
https://www.pbs.org/video/war-in-the-holy-land-thai-1701731386
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67713520
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67713520
https://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographic-area?id=224ae0b
https://www.timesofisrael.com/37-armed-israelis-failed-to-stop-3-terrorists-from-murdering-17-in-netiv-haasara
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara

The first contingent of fighters reached there using three motorized paraglidétsFour videos and images
reviewed by Amnesty International show fighters landing in Netiv HaAsara in motorized paragliders. One
video, verified by Amnesty International, shows two paragliders landing in the southstern extension of
Netiv HaAsara, while tk sound of multiple rockets and warning sirens triggered by rockets can be heard in
the background?#® Two other videos, recorded by residents on their cameras, captured the paragliders, as
well as clouds of smoke from the rocket fir&®® One of the two, Gilad Kfir, a wildlife photographer, was killed
later that day?>® The paragliders landed around the same time as the sirens warning residents to go to
shelters went off at 6.29am, according to multiple testimonies.

Sabine Taasa, a 48/earold mother of four boys aged nine to 17, told Amnesty International that her two

youngest sons, Shai Taasa, aged nine, and Koren Taasa, aged 13, were both gravely injured when a

Palestinian fighter threw a grenade into the room wheethe boys were sheltering with their father, Gil Taasa,

in the yard of the family compound (Sabine and Gil, her exusband, were living in two separate houses in

the same compound). The explosion killed Gil, a 4%earold firefighter and former memberos gd | nr g~ u-r
emergency response squad. Ningrearold Shai lost his right eye in the attack a life-changing injury+ and

his brother Koren sustained shrapnel injuries in various parts of his botfy.

Sabine recounted that, after murdering Gil, the fighters tried to enter her house, where she and her son

Zohar Taasa were sheltering in a safe room. She opened the door and found two fighters theu¢ managed

to shut the door and lock it. She described one attacker as wearing a green headband with white Arabic

writing, a type associated with the AQassam Brigades, and a militargtyle vest that was stained with blood.

Rgd r hc gd grdik'c qhedkd khmggnthry ghf gs gandworekhake ° f gdm  cd hr
military-style clothing. The other one was short and baf§?

The description fits that of two fighters seen in footage from security cameras at the family compound that
wasbroadcast by an Israeli news channel and verified by Amnesty International. Different extrattew: Gil
and his two children running from their beds to the shelter in the yard when the warning siren sounds at
6.29am, a grenade being thrown into the shelter at 7.10am; an armed fightesearing an AlQassam

Brigades headbandclimbing over the fence and entering the yard;reother fighter wearing a bdy armour

vest marked with a Palestinian flafprcing the two boys to return across the yard to the house ardnfining
them to a room at 7.13am, before typing on a mobile phone; and the two boys in the room with blood traces
visible on the floor at 7.16ant>® According toJ n q dtestimiony,his brother, Shai, was injured in his eye

and foot and was not able to see from the injured eyé

In other extracts, the two attackers are later seen walking around the yard, using phones and a radio and

talking to each other. One of them carries an M pattern rifle, likely taken from the Israeli military. The other

carries an Akpattern rifle. One ofthe fighters is later seen returning to the room where the childrevere

gdkc "mc s jhmf JIJngdm-r ognmd- Gd " rjr sgd anxr sn rod°’j
not speak Arabic, wants to go home to his mother, and asks about his fatheheTfighter leaves once again

and returns at 7.25am. He takes a large Coc&ola bottle from the refrigerator, drinks from it and walks back

#Rdd G "qdsy+ ®Sggqdd sdggqnghrsr I tgqcdgdc 06 Hrqg dkhr9 Gnv Jhaatsy Mdshu
https://www.haaretz.com/israehews/202503-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/threeterroristsmurdered-17-israelishow-kibbutz-netiv-
haasarawas-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000

25\ideopostedby . ~' s L _ L.« "Z®Sgd st mionknfdshb gqhfgs ne sgd rg - cnv \ nm hsr Sdkdfq
on file by Amnesty International

249 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial ProjectMd s hu G @r "  + Qnmdm @uhrgng+ ®@ rtmghrd rgnns stqgmd
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/natishaasara/avisrofaccessed 9 May 2025).

20 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial ProjectMd s hu G @r “q° + Fhk > c Jehg+ ®Vdms sn gdbngc sdgqgnghrs
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/natishaasara/giladkfir (accessed 9 May 2025).

21 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024.

Sabine toldAmnesty Internationathat she heard Gil fire eight shots before being killed in the grenade attack. She said that he only had his

odgrnm -k ohrsnk "mc g c¢c mn “bbdrr sn sgd Inrg u-r "~ gl ntogoaseafdb trd gd g ¢
an attack he could stay his family. She said that assailants took his pistol and that the police later informed her that the Israetamyilhad

entmc Fhk-r ohrsnk hm sgd bhsx ne Q e g hm sgd rntsg ne F 'y -

Rgd “krn Il dmshnmdc sgdrd cds hkr hm gdg hmsdquhdv v hsOgtoberdthhr g Mdvr - [ dvhr
storytR  ahmd S " r " et kk Ihttps/veyw youdube.comiBatch?v=1gWEPK5338 +

22 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024.

23 Channel 12 news report, video reposted by Fabian  « on’X on 6 October 2024 and held on file bAmnesty International The footage

from the cameras is timestamped. See also Channel 12,+ _ s » « s 1 x4 47« 2x 7 1 4138 J>% psf 0 X s."x s {s -
Z®gearnkc Jngdm S° " r° gdb kkr Inldmsr ne gnggng9 -Chc sgd sdggnghrsr d° s v
https://www.mako.co.il/newanilitary/2024 _g1/Articlef7f4482d2f68e81027.htm (in Hebrew). One of the gunmen in the images was

rtardptdmskx gqdongsdckx jhkkdc ax Hrq dkh engbdr hmoF ayk -1 hRufd +t re-n ge ndgw™ | o k
v q+ enbtr nm g ql s n  Hr hips:dviwin.tinhebofisrael.eom/@e? -Rudvivas telll§-um-tbgtopiblanir8r-ts-for-war-

focus-on-blowto-israelikids

@kk Hrg dk Mdvr+ ®S'-"r° '"02(+ vgnrd e sgdqg itlodc nm?2d fgdm cd sn r°
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNCRL3xg_6U
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-03-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/three-terrorists-murdered-17-israelis-how-kibbutz-netiv-haasara-was-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2025-03-05/ty-article-magazine/.premium/three-terrorists-murdered-17-israelis-how-kibbutz-netiv-haasara-was-failed-on-october-7/00000195-620a-da4c-a9f7-fa8f11e70000
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/avisror
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nativ-haasara/gilad-kfir
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tgWEPK593Y
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/2024_q1/Article-f7f4482d2f68e81027.htm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/oct-7-survivor-tells-un-to-stop-blaming-us-for-war-focus-on-blow-to-israeli-kids/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/oct-7-survivor-tells-un-to-stop-blaming-us-for-war-focus-on-blow-to-israeli-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNCRL3xg_6U&ab_channel=AllIsraelNews

to the yard. There, he offers the drink to the second fighter, pours out the remaining contents and throws the
bottle on the ground next to the shelter into which the grenade was thro#.

According to testimonies, Koren tried to use the online translation tool Google Translate to communicate with
the fighters, who reportedly shot his father twice to ensure that he was dead after the grenade attack on the
shelter2%¢

A~ These four stills from CCTV footage taken by security cameras show the attack on the family compouiicadSabhhetiVaézasare
October 2023. The first still (top left) shows a fighter waissgrarBigades headbandfentesigd x ° gc mdws sn
adengd+ s 6-0/"1+ ° fgdm - cd v r sggnvm hms nThesgabndrstd (dop sgtthy
shows a Palestinian fighter forcing the twettogsatooss the yard to the house at 7.13am. The third (bottom left) shows the two t
house at 7.15am, with blood traces visible on the floor. The fourth (bottom right) shows a fighter retuthentyvio biog's ceenenbeked
7.25am. © Israeli Channel 12

Sabine told Amnesty International that the fighters also tried to open the front door of the main house, where
she was sheltering with her 15/earold son, Zohar. Images from security cameras captured the presence of
fighters outside the house®”

After some 25 minutes, the gunmen left and the children ran to their mother in the safe room. Sabine
recounted to media:

®H gd qc+ =-L I "+ nodm sgd c¢cnnq+ hs-r I d+ Jngdm-- H
ltrs nodm sgd c¢cnng-- =L I >+ H-1 adffhmf xnt+ cnm-s
xnt+ L 1 po@®kmdsgd cnmgs H-1 adffhmf xnt-- @mc H kn
j mnv H- | " Insgdgq sg°'s jmnvr sg s gdgq anxr ~qd hm

n
c
rs  x khud- Xnt tmcdgrs$mme hd>xNMbvrddt sg - s8dHOI mdbn
xntgqrdke Zhm sgd r ed gnnl\-- H nodm sgd r > edsx qgnn
door and then they will shoot my head. But, thank God, | saw only my two littidroythebteading

sgd edds- Rg h+ | x khsskd nmd+ vhsg sgd dxd ntsrhec
pthds- @mc Jngdm v r akddchmf eqgnl sgd “~qgqlr+ eqnl

s

C'cf Vgm-sggdghk&khd d>-£ H snnj ansg ne sgdl £ n sgd
cqdrr sgdhg vntmcr\£ Sgd r |Id sdgqgnghrsr sg s jhkk
"mc rs gs fThm sn sqgx sSuddenylleard angher kmobkingomthe £ H v " r

cnngqf H gdbnf mhyd skgahkonenjentetgehd/ responseosquad] wasaroundkmy s g d
houset and the Yamam [the National GBudtgrg ngqhr | Tmhs ne sgd Hrq dk Angco
"mec Id Z%n redsx\-"

2% Channel 12 news report, video reposted by Fabian™ + on’X on 6 October 2024 and held on file byAmnesty International

®Hr g dk M shnm' k Mearmkc @Npsdadgn b6sg® 0lvhsg sdggnghrsr trhmf Fnnfkd Sqg° mr
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/387523

The footage from the security cameras that was broadcast by Channel 12 do not show the moment when Gil was killed.

27 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024.

) dvhrg Mdvr+ ®H knrs dudgxsghmf @R Halgmdl k®" I m's galtgk ks dtkrks d gullgd Wb s'nagidju lrstgr k x
A video taken by Sabine Taasa in the safe room of her home shows her two wounded children, Shai and Koren, and records hieigstat

they are losing blood and need to be urgently evacuated. Video on file witmnesty International

TARGETING CIVILIANS
MURDER, HOSTAKIEG AND OJI@ERTIMYSPALESTINIAN ARMED GROUPS IN ISRAEL AND GAZA

Amnesty International 70


https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/387523

Among the others killed in the attack on Netiv HaAsara were Bilha Inon, a-ybarold art teacher, and her

husband, Yakov Inon, a 78yearold agronomist, whose home was just 500m from the perimeter fence

rtqqnt mchmf F y - Sgd b nGoodher-pmjectle which set'iton fielared, beinga™ m QO

wooden house, it burnt down very rapidly before they could escap@ Ah kg ™  -r ancx v r rn atgms
10 months for forensic experts to find any remaiml®®Nmd ne sgd bntokd-r ehud bghkcqgdm:
media that she received a WhatsApp message from her father, Yakov, at 7.30am saying that he and Bilha

vdgd hm sgd r>ed gqgnnl “mc vdgd gd ghmf °~ knalreade r gnnshmf

disconnected and not answering. The house got a direct hit and was on fire within minutes. This was a

gntrd athks vhsg khfgs | »®sdgh > kr khjd ok rsdg “~mc okxvnn

5.1.NOVA FESTIVAL

The location where the largest number of people were killed on 7 October 2023 was the area around a

o " qjhmf kns itrs mngsg ne Qd-hl+ vgdgd Ingd sg m 2+/// o
music festival called the Nova festival (also knovas the Supernova Sukkot Gathering§? According to an
Israeli military investigation, 378 people were killed in the attack on the Nova festival site and a small section
of Road 232 adjacent to the parking lot. They included 344 civilians attending the festival. They also
included 34 members d military or security forces. Sixteen of them were soldiers: 12 of them were-adity

and attending the festival, while four were killed while fighting the assailants. Another 16 were police officers,
15 of whom were killed fighting the assailants; and twwere agents of the Israel Security Agency (also

known as Shabak or Shin Bet), one of whom was attending the festival. The figures do not include the killing
of festivalgoers in other areasurrounding Gaza that day, including in bomb shelters and othdocations

where they sought shelter and on sections of Road 232 further from the festival site along which they were
fleeing25® The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiati%s.

®H|l " fdr ne sgd atgms qdl hmr ne sgd gntrd “~gd uhrhakdrhsd+Fkma k Mdvr+ ®
November 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuZnG6fJyiE * mc C  hkx L  hk+ ®Dwbktrhud9 Hmrhcd sgd od’ b
couple murdered by Hamas lived in peace for 32 years before their home was obliterated by grenades: Mail is shown ruinsroframity

opened up for the first time since October 7 attack + 10 Mnudl adgq 1/12 'toc sdc 11 Mnudladqg 1/ 12(+
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/artickd 2776623/kibbutz-Israelicouple-murdered-Hamas-grenadesruins-community-October7.html

Ynenews ®ICE bnmehglr Ahkg™ Xhmnm+ khrsdc “r I hrrhmf+ v 'r |Itgcdgdc nm Nbsna
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/rknhbzg5r

®Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Ehm k tm bbntmsdc eng Nbsnadg 6 uhbshl chdc hm nmr k"t
https://www.timesofisrael.com/finalinaccounted-for-october-7-victim-died-in-onslaughtidf-confirms

22 Tribe of Nova, Supernova Sukkot, available https://www.eventer.co.il/event/novaparalellotranslate/wCqlccessed 12 May 2025).

®»#Rdd Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®HCE nj xdc Mnu' Itrhb edrshu’ k+, ats chcm-s hmengql
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idbkayednovamusic-festivatbut-didnt-inform-troops-deployedat-border-probe-finds

Rdd “krn L " ghu+ ®Onkhbd hmudrshf > shnm qdud kr9 Sghhr sqirgxnv GhHd m stqd o
November 2023, https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/Artict¢ 053124

24 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Netiv HaAsara (previously cited); October 7th-F&walization Project, Mapping the

Massacre (previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attackraal IBetween

7-9.10.2023 (previously cited).
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4 This aerial photogrégiten on 10 October, 302@s the site of the Nova festival after the attack by Palestinian fighters. © Jack Gu
Images

There isa broad consensus that the attack on the festival was not plannegls Hamas and other Palestinian
armed groups did not know that the festival was taking plaé€. Rather, fighters stumbled upon the Nova
festival site as they drove along Road 232 on their way to attack kibbutzim and other localities. They fired
into areas full of civilians, targeted terrified civilians who were trying to flee and hunted down othehere
they were trying to hidet in bomb shelters, public toilets, ditches and bushe#® Fighters armed with rifles,
machine guns, grenades and RPGs set up roadblocks to prevent festigakers from fleeing and to intercept
military and security forces coming to their rescu&’

Virtually every survivor and every rescuer who spoke to Amnesty International, to other investigators or to the
media said that they had been traumatized by the scale and extent of the brutality they saw at and around
the Nova festival site. One woman (naenwithheld at her request) described what she saw when she
approached the Nova festival site along Road 232 to look for her friend:

®Sghr wtherkadtsgddd vdgd b gqr nm ansg rhcdr+ rnld ne s
holes. As many as eight minutes from whbeefabefiwas, there were bodies. | remember that the first

vehicle | saw was a terrorist-welnitet and two terrorists were dead on the floor there, anelatihegron

the right, on the lefthe whole roaodies, bodies, bodies, bodies. On tlwansghitth bodies; on the left,
cars with bodies k nmf sgd vgnkd gn  c- Sgdm vdtitgvasc sn fn sgqgn
impossible to carry straight on, so we got to Sderot and there were still terrorists shooting. They had taken over
thepnkhbd\ rs shnm- Sgdm+ eqgnl sgd uhkk > fdr+ vd dmsd
sgdgqd- Rhlokx gngghexhmf- Sgd vgnkd gn > ¢c9 anchdr + n

®»Rdd Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®HCE nj xdc Mnu' I trhb edrshu’ k +itedhBee chcm-s hmengql
"krn G "gqgdsy+ ®Hrq dkh rdbtghsx drs akhrgldms9 G | m20R3hj dkx chcm-s g ud
https://www.haaretz.com/israehews/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israelisecurity-establishmenthamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-
knowledgeof-novafestival/0000018be2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000: ldvhrg Bggnmhbkd+ ®&Mnu® edrshu "k =rtqgoqhr
onkhbd bnll > mcdq r ° xhttps:Hww.théodconyneéwshschel/notkééstivatsurprisedhamasformernegevpolice-

commander-saysjz3d1koz

2% Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Novaittps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/novda ~ bbdrrdc 01 L x 1/ 14(: BMM+ ®Gnv
bdkdag shmf khed stgmdc hmsn hitps:Eedittbmonrcdn/intéractive/2028/4aimiddlee@sfhamadmsesicad q 1/ 12

festivatattack-investigationcmd-intl
®"Ft "gch ™  m+ ®-@ bhgbkd ne c¢d*lshgk-dd aMnqud e nendsr sdhrub’ ko dr tegqunhlu nGy" Iq drb +k k3r 104mt ~ gx 1

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/04/nadatianan-novafestivatsurvivorrecalls- 25km-barefootescapefrom-hamas, Reuters,
®@a"  mcnmdc b qr tmcdgkhmd o  mhb s Hrq dkh |Itrhb edrshu” k vgdqgd G I ~r ftri
https://www.reuters.com/world/middleeast/abandonedcars-underline-panic-israelimusic-festivatwhere-hamas-gunmen-killed-2023-10-09
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-18/ty-article/.premium/israeli-security-establishment-hamas-likely-didnt-have-prior-knowledge-of-nova-festival/0000018b-e2ee-d168-a3ef-f7fe8ca20000
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/nova-festival-surprised-hamas-former-negev-police-commander-says-jz3d1koz
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/nova-festival-surprised-hamas-former-negev-police-commander-says-jz3d1koz
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nova
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/10/middleeast/hamas-music-festival-attack-investigation-cmd-intl/
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2023/10/middleeast/hamas-music-festival-attack-investigation-cmd-intl/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/04/nadav-hanan-nova-festival-survivor-recalls-25km-barefoot-escape-from-hamas
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/abandoned-cars-underline-panic-israeli-music-festival-where-hamas-gunmen-killed-2023-10-09/

sq tl shb- HE H cnm-s rkddo s mithHegreallyh&intcnem-s r kddo
H-1 mns ° bnv gckx odgrnm Ats£ hm sgd dmc+ sgdrd
thrown on the road like animalsdidvthey deserve this? Bodies without heads. Bodies without limbs. Bodies

that were desecrated. They were run over again and again. Pieces, really, there weretpieces of bodies
rnldsghmf gd kkx gnfghexhmf- Gngqgqhexhmf+ gngqhexhmf

»
A~ This aerial photogrégiten on 13 October, 302%/s abandoned and torched vehicles at the site of the Nova festival. © Jack Guez
Getty Images

Road 232 is a major road in southern Israel that runs approximately 80km from the Kerem Shalom crossing

between Israel and Gaza, near the border with Egypt, to the outskirts of the city of Ashkelon. It connects with

various highways and smaller access roes to kibbutzim and moshavim targeted by the ADassam Brigades

and the military wings of Palestinian armed groups during the 7 October 2023 attacks, includiagrom

southtonorthts gd j haatsyhl ne Gnkhs+ Rte’ + kdbytlewityolQd- hl + Ad- dq
Sderot.

Amnesty International verified 40 videos that were recorded along Road 232, including areas surrounding

the Nova festival site, on 7 October 2023 and show killings and their aftermath. They indicate that, in

addition to those fleeing the attack onthe Novad r shu ™ k+ bhuhkh> mr eqgnl sgd jhaatsy
@yy + M g k Ny+ Mhg Ny "mc Qd-hl+ “r vdkk “r Rcdgns =~ mc
escape attacks on their communities. The footagecaptured by assailants, eyewitnessesusvivors and first

responderst documents deliberate killings and the bodies of those killed along the road. It shows fighters

shooting at and killing civilians who were fleeing on foot or in vehicles, some of them in ambushes, and the

summary killing of d&ducted civilians.

Fighters involved in the attack on the Nova festival site and surrounding areas were predominantly dressed
in camouflagecoloured militarystyle clothing, but some wore civilian clothing, typically black or otherwise
darkly coloured Fshirts. The majoritywere armed, primarily with automatic weapons, including variants of
AK-pattern rifles and AMD65 assault rifles.

One of the earliest pieces of footage from Road 232, a severinute video recorded by a dashboard camera
in a vehicle in which assailants are travelling, shows a convoy of fighters in pickup trucks on which heavy
machine guns are mounted moving throughanst qd qdr dqud md >»%YThefabtagkqh ~gnt mc 6" |

28 |nterview in person with rescuer (name withheld at her request), 26 June 2024, Ashdod, Israel (translation from the origitetirew into
English byAmnesty Internationa).
29 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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includes at least seven pickup trucks and five motorcycles, transporting at least 20 armed men, some
displaying AlQassam Brigades headbands and armbands. Around 4:50 minutes in, the convoy turns onto
Road 232, where assailants in the vehicle from which ¢éhfootage is being recorded open fire on a white
civilian pickup truck with an Israeli licence plate that they are overtaking. The vehicle comes to a stop as two
of its doors open. This incident is one of the first verified attacks on civilian vehiclesrgjdroad 232. Similar
attacks were documented at multiple points along the road.

g Y}";{r) T,

\

A~ This still from footage taken by a dashboard camera in a vehicle in which assailants are travelling shonasellicgnivoyicktigtiteck:
Il nsngbxbkdr “mc nm enns sggntfg ° m stgd gdrdqud md g A«

The attack on the Nova festival started at approximately 6.30am on 7 October 2023, when at least six
paragliders were observed in the sky above the festival sité Footage posted by survivors on social media
and verified by Amnesty International shows the paragliders descending, while the sound of rocket fire is
heard in the background?™* Video evidence indicates that the festival organizers shut off the music shortly
afterwards?’? Attendees can be seen fleeing toward the parking lot in an attempt to escaffgAs large
numbers of festivalgoers are attempting to escape the festival site, sustained gunfire can be heard in
multiple videos, with some individuals visibly injured as they rit Videos recorded by the attendees and
verified by Amnesty International also show armed men chasing and shooting directly at people attempting
to escape the site?”® In another video verified by Amnesty International, footage recorded by a bagdgrn
camera used by one of the assailants shows a group of armed meisome in civilian clothing, others in
camouflagecoloured militarystyle uniformz entering the festival ge and firing directly into a row of portable
toilets?76 A photograph later published by Israeli first responders shows a bleddcenched portable toilet?””

21 \/ideo posted by War Report on X on 8 October 2023 and held on file Aynnesty International

2™ Video posted by n.t.noamtal on Instagram on 8 October 2023 and held on file Aynnesty Internationglvideo posted by millet_bh on
Instagram and held on file byAmnesty Internationglvideo posted by Hamas Atrocities DocumentatioBente Report Oct 7 on its Telegram
channel on 2 November 2023 and held on file byAmnesty International

22 \/ideo posted by etoptimist on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International

273 VVideo posted by etoptimist on X on 9 October 2023 and held on file Bynnesty Internationglvideo posted by OSINTtechnical on X on 9
October 2023 and held on file byAmnesty International

27 Vlideo posted by CaucasusWarReport on X on 8 October 2023 and held on fileAmgnesty Internationalvideo posted by etoptimist on X
on 9 October 2023 and held on file byAmnesty International

2’5 Two videos posted by Malchir®ivision on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file bmnesty International

26 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 13 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

217 photograph posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on fil&ilmyesty International
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A~ These two stills from two videos posted by survivarsdiesisouidestivgbers attempting to escape on foot and by car from the site
festival on 7 October 2023.

The killing, as well as the abduction, of festiv@oers continued for nearly three hours at the Nova festival
site after the first paragliders appeared. A video recorded by a dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty
International shows, at around 9.23amthree armed fighters equipped with Type 58 and other AKMS
pattern rifles, two of them wearing an AQassam Brigades patch or headband, abducting one civilian and
shooting at close range another apparent civilian hiding behind a white &a¥.The body of the victim, who is
seen moving before being shot, jolts from the impact and then goes limp. In another video captured by the
same dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty International, at least eight men, most of them not carrying
visible wegons, can be seen looting two vehicles, searching the body of the civilian who was shot in the
previous video and taking small items out of his pockets at around 12.09pt. They find a woman hiding
inside the vehicle and lead her away, off camera. Minutes latghe woman comes back into viewraising

her hands. After a few secondsshe crouches down as bullets hit the ground nearby. It is not known if she
survived or was killed. Thick smoke and shooting are visible in the background.

A survivor of the attack on the Nova festival, Yair Yifrah, told Amnesty International that initially he had not
worried about the sound of rockets because, as a resident of nearby Nahal Oz, he was used to hearing
rockets being fired from Gaza. However, h&oon realized that this attack was different because of the
intensity of the rocket fire and, shortly after, the gunfiravhich was sounding increasingly close. He said:

®H b kkdc I x ¢ ¢ s 7| " mc + 4the assgjlahts] werdishootingat = k q d °
trf H rdd odnokd gt mmhmf " mc H cnm-s tmcdqgrs mc Vv
got my back to the shots,anddss gd > ghmf sgd atkkdsr ant mbhmf nee
" onkhbdl " m fds ° atkkds hm sgd rgntkcdg+ ~mc sg°

28 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on fil&mnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date bnditi ~ r -® 1/ 1 2

10-/ 6 /8912918 + v ghAmgesthintermationat hr sehimsx vhisgne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne
21 VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 8 October 2023 and held on fil&mnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the datebnditi * r -®1/ 1 2

10/ 6 019/ 8927 + v ghAngestyIntertationat hr seimex vhsgne sgd onr hshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne
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bullets are flying around us. We went down this massive incline, down a green and open field. | reached a fence
mc itlodc hmsn "m “unb cn fqnud+ bkhlahmf ~mc gt mn
people, but no one answeedtther there was no reception or they were dead. | tried to call llan [Fiorentino],
the security coordinatavéhatz ne M g  k Ny + ats gd v r c¢cd > c "~ kqgd cx
lying there, hearing gunshots, rockets, sometimesclosé ahd hl dr e  g£ H gd g rgntsr
hs-r mns Gdaq#fcndrRm-+s H "bs skdkq rvngind-nmd ekho sggntfg | x
| hmd eqnl Ods g Shju + ats sgdx- gqcdeleasnthembomthed ax s
ognmd+ " mc sgdx o rr ax£ H vghrodgdc sn gdqg+ -H-u
rdd vgdgd H "I+ ats I x ognmd itrs rgts cnvm- H k°
understooddhthis was really dangerous, that | have to get some water. | sat up, but then | hear shooting
"f "hmE H atgx | xrdke hmsn sgd fgntmc ~f hm+ e kk r
Finally, | reached Netivot [a city 20kmdromMm u = e ®r shu> k r hsd\ -

d

X QQ

Videos verified by Amnesty International show that the killing of Nova festival attendees occurred at multiple
points along Road 232. In two videos recorded by dashboard cameras in cars being driven by assailants on
the road, large numbers of heavily armetighters are seen in what appears to be the aftermath of the attack
on the Nova festival, some of the fighters are travelling in white pickup trucks, others on foot. In the first
video, at least two bodies are visible alongside the road next to an abanedrcar and two vehicles are
burning.?8 In the second, armed men are firing Akpattern rifles in the direction of a field that civilians used
to flee the Nova festival sité? In a third video, a group of armed fighters are seen leading a man in civilian
clothing off the road and subsequently murdering him, shooting him at close rangf.

<@

These three stills from footage captured on
dashboard cameras in cars being driven by
assailants show Road 232 in the aftermath
attack on the Nova festival on 7 October 2(
three show fighters travelling in white picku
trucks and burningumnbvehicles. The secor
(middle) shows fighters firing in the directio
people fleeing the Nova festival site.

250 Interview in person with Yair Yifrah, 16 May 2024lishmar HaEmek,Israel (translation from the original Hebrew into English by
Amnesty Internationg).

21 \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
22 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
283 \/ideo posted by Twist on X on 1 November 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International
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The assailants pursued and killed fleeing festivgbers for several kilometres from the Nova festival site.
Among those killed while fleeing was 28earold Germanlsraeli tattoo artist Shani Louk, who was attacked
on the Mefalsim bend, a section of Roa@&32 that bends around the kibbutz of Mefalsimsome 15km north
of the Nova festival site, as she was driving in her car with her boyfriend,-g€arold Orién Hernandez
Radoux, and their friend Keshet Casarotalfa, aged 21. Her mother told Amnesty Inteational that Shani
was fatally injured at this location, as confirmed three weeks later when a fragment of her skull was found
nearby?28

Onl1l7May2024Rg " mh-r ancx v r entmc hm °~ stmmdk hm mngsgdgm F°
returned to Israel, along with the bodies of three hostages, Amit Buskila, ltzhak Gelerenter, and Ron

Binyamin 28 On 24 May 2024, the bodies of her boyfriend, Orién, and two other men, Hanan Yablonka,

aged 42, and Michel Nisenbaum, aged 59, all reportedly killed on 7 October 2023 off Road 232, were found

in Gaza by the Israeli military®® The body of Keshet Casarotifafla was found on 11 October 2023%”

Further south along Road 232, a video recorded by a bodyorn camera and verified by Amnesty
International shows a group of fighters from the A)assam Brigades equipped with Type 5& rifles (some
with accessories) running along the road and then onto adjacent gravel track towards a stationary white
car.?®® As they approach the vehicle, they shoot at it repeatedly from different angles, apparently killing one
person inside the car and another, whose body is seen lying on the ground, next to it. Another person, who
seems to have fled from the car, is chasedybfighters.

24 Interview by voice call with Ricarda Louk, 28 November 2024.

@0+ ®Hrq dkh “glx ehmcr anchdr ne 2 gnr s fhitps:/dpmewskeom/articlg/idtaelk dc s Nbs- 6 |
hamaswar-gazahostagesshanilouk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac’/d Qdt sdqr + ®Rg mh Kntj-r o> gdmsr sg  mj el
esdqgq gdg ancx Vv 'r qgdst ghttgsdwwe.ceatérs.cém/world/middlefagt/edropedpargntsie@nanisraeliwoman
whosebody-found-gazathankful-have-grave 2024-05-18

®)1 dvhrg Bggnmhbkd+ ®HCE gqdbnudgr ancx ne Rg mh Kntj-r anxeghdmc “~mc svn |
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/idfecoversbody-of-shani-louks-boyfriend-from-gazastrip-cuovtlo4

®’Shl dr ne Hr g  dkkalfa @D Binatgkdnsu hBmifr “og'ngsssxhf ndgq - a  kk ne khfgs-~"+ 00 Edaqgt gx 1
https://www.timesofisrael.com/keshetasarottikalfa-21-pirate-loving-partygoerwas-a-ball-of-light

28 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 7 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-hostages-shani-louk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac7d
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-hostages-shani-louk-a37e4fd656b46be36c4c659a9c2aac7d
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/europe/parents-german-israeli-woman-whose-body-found-gaza-thankful-have-grave-2024-05-18/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/europe/parents-german-israeli-woman-whose-body-found-gaza-thankful-have-grave-2024-05-18/
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/idf-recovers-body-of-shani-louks-boyfriend-from-gaza-strip-cuovtlo4
https://www.timesofisrael.com/keshet-casarotti-kalfa-21-pirate-loving-partygoer-was-a-ball-of-light/

A~ This still from a video recorded byvaipocgmera shows a group of fighters frQastemBrigades equipped with-Tyjfle$éunning alc
Road 232 and then onto an adjacent gravel track on 7 October 2023. The video subsppreatthyjirghavesatienay white car and st
it repeatedly from different angles, apparently killing one person inside the car and another, whose lypdyris seext figng on th

Just a few kilometres south of this location, video footage from a dashboard cameaatured the moment
when the car, which appears to be a civilian vehicle, is shot at by numerous armed fighters along Road 232
at around 7.39am?*° The footage shows a group of armed fightetssome on foot, others in vehicleg who,
upon spotting the approaching car, open fire directly at its windscreen. They fire at the car at least eight
times. The video ends as the car crashes into another veldcnd three armed fighters in camouflage
coloured militarystyle clothing, one of whom wears an ADassam Brigades headband, approach it from

both sides.

In another verified video, recorded on a bodworn camera and verified by Amnesty International, armed

fighters+ most of them on motorcyclest approach a red car on a sandy track adjacent to Road 232, in

which a lifeless body is seated in the front passeger seat?*® A male voice off camera can be heard

rgnt shmf+ ®Kds-r sgqn vrempugtherbady of the wdmeah and #hroves et onghe f g s d g r
ground as the group erupt in cheers. Blood is visible on her car seat.

Fighters also attacked shelters along Road 23®%/here civilians had sought refuge after fleeing frothe Nova

festival site. Video footage recorded by a dashboard camera and verified by Amnesty International shows a

group of armed ment at least five of themwearing green headbandscommonly associated with the Al

Qassam Brigades: firing weapons in close proximity to a roadside shelter at around 7.55&f.The fighters

"gd rod jhmf sn d ' bg nsgdg- Nmd hr gdz=ligetyagrénadetisf + ®F
thrown into the shelte®2 An unarmed man attempts to flee the shelter, but armed fighters shout and open

fire on him as he runs. One crosses the road, apparently to shoot him at closer range. While the gunfire

continues, an explosion occurs inside the sheltép®

In another video, recorded by a dashboard camera near the same shelter and verified by Amnesty
International, a man who appears to have been abducted is seen jumping out from the back of a white

29 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a moving car and, at the start, displays the date and trme ®&10-6

1/12 /6928912 + v gAnnesty mernatonainr ht mdkmgr ahsge sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd
20 \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

21 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and held on fil&mnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the datebnditi ~ r -®1/ 1 2

10-/ 6 [/ 6944941 + v ghAngesthintermationat hr shims x vhis gne s gd sbadowh\dstbleimi. mthe ™ mc r hyd
samevideooyn ehfgsdgr “~qd ad shmf "m tm gldc | " m hm bhuhkh ™ m bknsghmf

22 Translation from the original Arabic into English b¥mnesty International
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23 |njured hostages, including Hersh Goldber®n k hm+ vdgd ~actbsdc eqnl sghr rgdksdg- Rdd rdbshnm
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pickup truck around 8.32am?°* As he lands, the vehicle halts and armed fighters immediately open fire on
him at point-blank range.

Civilians were also killed in and around another roadside shelter located on a small access route leading to
Mefalsim from Road 232. In one incident, CCTV shows a man in civilian clothing running towards the main
gate of Mefalsim around 7.52an??® He appears to be shot in the upper torso and head and collapses to the
ground, with large volumes of blood pooling around his head. A few seconds later, at least eight armed
individuals, some wearing ARassam Brigades headbands, can be seen approachingetarea. Three of

them, carrying rifles, walk up to the body and fire multiple shots at him at close range. Two fighters also
appear to fire in the direction of nearby vehicles. In a separate segment recorded by the same camera,
armed fighters can be seedaunching what appears to be a grenade into a shelter by the roadside around
8.42am 2% After an explosion inside the shelter, one fighter enters the shelter and pulls a person out of it. At
least one body, partially visible in the corner of the screen, is shot at several times. A fighter then repeatedly
strikes the body with a rifle.

Other apparent murders took place near the main gate of Mefalsim. CCTV footage verified by Amnesty
International shows a woman being dragged along Road 232, near the ttoff to Mefalsim, by one man and
being followed by another, who appears to be armedt around 8.04am?°” A white pickup truck carrying
fighters approaches. As the vehicle nears, the woman appears to break free and attempts to run away. She
is subsequently shot in the back and is seen collapsing on the road. Video footage recorded by a dashboard
camera and veified by Amnesty International shows the same scene from the other side of Road 232.

According to Israeli media reports, dozens of civilians attending the Nova festival were killed on or near the
Mefalsim bend on Road 232, including individuals sheltering in the roadside bomb shelter outside the main
gate of Mefalsin?®® When fighters attempted to enter the kibbutz, members of its emergency response
squad reportedly engaged them in armed confrontation, preventing their entry and thereby avoiding
casualties inside the kibbutz itself®

Civilians who were trying to escape the attack on the Nova festival were also targeted and shot close to other
kibbutzim.

A group of Nova festival attendees attempted to seek refuge in Alumim. Five videos extracted from CCTV
footage and verified by Amnesty International captured the sequence of events. The first shows the festival
goers arriving at the entrance of the kibbutaround 7.09am3°* In the second, threearmed fighters, the first
wearing an AlQassam Brigades headband and the other wearing-®assam Brigades armbands, run
towards the entrance, apparently from the other side of the main gate, inside Alumitaln the third, the

same fighters run out of the opening main gate, two of them with their weapons ready to shibtn the

fourth, festivalgoers are fleeing from the entrance and heading in the direction of Road 232, pursued by at

2% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 November 2023 and held on fil&mnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the datebnditi ~ r -®1/ 1 2

10-/ 6 /7921918 + v ghAmngesthintermationat hr sthimks x vhis gne s gd sbadowkwdstbleimi mf " mc rhyd ne sg
2% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on fil&fmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqgnl shldrs |l odc BBSU enns fd "mc+ s sgd rs mwith chrok xr sgd c°
Amnesty International v~ m”> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhakd
2% VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 14 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns fd "mc+ s sgd rs nmwith chrok > xr sgd c°
Amnesty International 1~ m”> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhakd

297 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 December 2023 and held on filaropesty International

The two videos are from timestamped CCTV footage taken by two different security cameras. The first, at the start, displaygste and

shld “r ®/ 6.0/.1/12 [/79/3922 + vghkd sgd fl@Gb/hInZ +/ 7 $hedigddére s §s+ chr ok xr =
consistent withAmnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf " mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uh
2% \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 22 December 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

video is from timestamped footage taken by a dashboard camera in a stationary car and, at the start, displays the date bnd ti * r-10® / 6

1/ 12 [/ 69/ 09 1Annesty IBtervational g +* m™ kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc -rhyd ne sgd rg cr
referencing with other video evidence, indicated that the camera used to record the footage was set approximately one hdundb¢he

actual time of the event.

29 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited).

30 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Mefalsim, A Local Stohttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/mefalsim/mefalsinfaccessed 12

May 2025).

3% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on fil&lmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns  fd -0mc/+12 sRsgd/ 6%/ 20 chrwdkhixg mkrgdbren
with Amnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhak
%2 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr egnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns fd -0mc/+12 sR'sgd/ 6%/ %34 chrwkhixg fsrgdbrn
with Amnesty International r " m™> kxr hr ne sgd onr hshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr wuhrhak
%3 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on fil&lmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns fd 0mc/+12 sRsgd/ 6%/ 323 chrwdkhlxg mkrgdagn
consistent withAmnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uh
used to record the footage appears to be set slightly behind the actual time of the event.
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least one of the fighters® In the fifth, a fighter appears to catch one of them, apparently a woman, by her
hair.3% As she struggles, he shoots her poifitlank. A second woman, wearing a white-ghirt, drops to the
ground as she witnesses the execution, apparently pleading for her life. As the woman is crouching, the
fighter then fires over her head towards other ciidhs who are fleeing. He then stands back, waits for several
seconds and shoots her at close range, sending her rolling backwards onto the ground and thus appearing
to have murdered her.

In another video, which was recorded by survivors and aired as part of a media interview with her parents,
the body of Rachel Silbermann is visible in the back seat of a car, hit by a bullet. According to the parents,
the video was filmed close to KissufinRachel messaged her parents at 6.51am, saying there were
explosions at the Nova festival and that she was trying to leave. According to her father, Mikhail Silbermann,
at around 10am he saw a photograph of his daughter on a Telegram channel, in which sigpeared

slumped in the seat of a car with a bullet wound in her torso. The photograph was shown in the same media
interview. Her parents said they tried to reach and rescue her but were unable to do so and recovered her
body three days latef®®

Amnesty International verified several videos showing killings or their aftermath near the entrance to Sderot,
where at least seven vehicles can be seen scattered along the road with their doors open and engines off. In
one video, fighters, some with AQassam Brigades headbands, fire at a black c&f? The car attempts to

drive away but encounters another group of fighters aratashes into another vetdle. The fighters continue

to fire at close range towards the driver and then break the window, open the door and violently pull out the
driver, who appears dead. In another video, an armed fighter is seen by a car wathopen door, attempting

to pull the driver out of thecaf® Gd ot kkr nts nmkx sgd toodg o gs ne
moving, dragging the body along the road.

Two videos taken from footage recorded from a vehicle, apparently an ambulance, driving along Road 232

sgd cq

eqnl sgd chgdbshnm ne Rcdgns ,showatota of atkakt-26apls adsvddm 01lol

destroyed and abandoned along the road, many with signs of burning, and a total of at least 10 lifeless
bodies3%®

5.1.80FAKIM

Ofakim, a city of about 35,000 resident§ is the furthest from Gazat some 30km away+ among all the
locations subjected to a ground attack on 7 October 2023. As elsewhere, the attack started with a barrage of
rockets around 6.30am, followed by a ground incursion shortly after. The attack focusea a relatively small
area in the northwest of the city and killed 31civilians, including five local police officers and two soldiers,
according to Israeli civil society documentation initiativés:

According to an Israeli military investigation into the attack, at6.45a®1 1 sdqgqgnqghrsr eqnl
Mt jga® tmhs “~qgghudc hm Ne2Z@lhrhdr snc Hdd d am™ s h rhrk 'k kb -mif
evidence shows fighters storming what appears to be a residential house as early as 6.4¥8m.

30 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on fil&lmnesty International The

G I r -
Troqkdxdrt

uhcdn hr eqgnl shldrs |l odc BBSU enns fd -0mc/+12 sRsggd/ 6%/ §%4/ chrwkhlkg rgdbrcn
with Amnesty International r  ~ m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhak

5 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr egnl shldrs >l odc BBSU enns fd -0fc/+12 sR'sgd/ 6%/ 41 chrwkhixg frgdbrn
with Amnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhak
SU Q hm Mdvrgnnl + ®-Hcdmsdechdmes rn nmkex ‘am  Hrdoq™ ckhmffdgepkg hjmskkdcec s sgd | trhb

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ekqfi713UQk

37 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&fmnesty International

%% \Video posted by Jay in Kyiv on X on 7 October 2023 and held on file Agnnesty International

399 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 10 December 2023 and held on fil&mnesty Internationalvideo
posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 20 December 2023 and held on fileNmynesty International The two videos

“qd egnl shldrs lodc enns fd s jdm ax ° qd g udghbkeO®/ | @H9064%By3 €hqr s+
vghkd sgd rdbnmc+ s sgd rs g68/ cb28k782 3s gahSgedtsishAmndsty Inlerpatichél r r ®1/ 1 2
"m  kxrhr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr ubrhakd hm sgd uhcdnr

%10 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Ofaqihttps://census.cbs.gov.il/en/geographiarea?id=861deaf(accessed 14
May 2025).

311 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project,
Ofakim, https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/ofakin{accessed 9 May 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and
Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betweend.10.2023 (previously cited).

LYHMmdvr + ®Nm Nbs- 6+ 5// rnkchdgqr cdoknxdc Hm Rcdgns+ 5h/ Hm Ne jhl+ mn

2025, https://vinnews.com/2025/03/09/oRoct-7-600-soldiersdeployedin-sderot 600-in-ofakimnonein-kibbutzim-overrun-by-terrorists
%13 Video posted by Visioner on X on 10 November 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International
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Several residents, including police officers, confronted the attackers, likely preventing more extensive civilian
bloodshed. The fighting had ended by the following morning, when forces from Yamam (National Counter
Terrorism Unit of the Israel Border Poli) stormed the home of the Edri family, where fighters were holding
hostage Rachel Edri and David Edri, a couple in their 60s, and using it as a sniping position to kill residents
in the street outside. Rachel and David were rescued unharmed, while thehigrs were killed by Yamam
forces3

Photographs and video footage taken by a witness, who provided them to Amnesty International and

requested to remain anonymous, show the body of what appears to be a fighter with military equipmeat

tactical vest and rifle magazine4 and other objectse nt mc nm °~ ehf gsdqg-r ancx+ hmbktch
of Ofakim with marked locations and a legend in Arabic noting the location of several places, including the

police station and synagogues, which seems to indicate plans to attack civilidis.

Amnesty International interviewed two survivors: Itamar llasmember of the Ofakim police who participated
in the battle on 7 October 2023, and Shahar Butzhak, a rabbi who was shot and wounded in his thigh. The
two survivors met that day when Itamar treated Shahar after he was injured and their testimonies are
consistent with each other.

Itamar, a father of three, told Amnesty International he was in an administrative role with the Ofakim police
and was not on duty on 7 October 2023. He was also trained as a paramedic. When he woke up, he
intended to go to synagogue with his children. Afténearing warning sirens and shooting outside his house,
he took his personal handgun and went outside in civilian clothing, leaving his family in the safe room. On
HaGoren Street, he saw two white pickup trucks loaded with military equipment such as RPks]y armour
and ammunition. He estimated that about 15 fighters had entered the city in these two trucks. The attack on
the city was planned, he said, as evident from an aerial photograph of the city found on one of the fighters.
The photograph hadthena d ®Ne " j hl =~ nm hs “mc u ghntr ok > bdr hm sgd b
station and synagogues. He described the fighters as wearing similar green or dark unifatyie clothes
(which made some residents mistakenly identify them as Israeli soldienot imagining the presence of
Palestinian fighters in militarystyle clothing in the city), heavy boots, body armour vests loaded with
grenades, explosive blocks and medical equipment. ltamar described four battles that took place on
HaGoren, HaTamar, tdKhita and HaKramim streets. The fighting started around 6.30am and was over by
around 11.45am, but for hours they were not certain whether they had repelled the attack and kept
scanning the area for more fighters. At this stage, only the police and ottwévilian residents of the city were
defending the city; Israeli military units did not arrive before 2pm. On HaGoren Street, in the first
neighbourhood under attack, residents did not have safe rooms in their houses and apartments and
therefore, at the saind of warning sirens, they tried to reach public shelters or shelters in the staircases of
their apartment buildings. The fighters were waiting for them outside and in the staircases of apartment
buildings and some entered homes, shooting and killing ciikns. Itamar said he saw Shahar Butzhak
wounded in the street when they were both under fire from fighters and tried to protect him with his own
body. He managed to drag him into a house, where they confronted a fighter who threw a grenade at them.
Afterr gnnshmf sgd ehfgsdg+ Hs | g r hc gd shdc snvdkr ~gntm
another Ofakim resident, Denis Kanyazoyk, who had been shot with several bullets, and placed tourniquets
on him. He later drove Denis to a hospital in the cityf Beersheba, some 20km away, ultimately saving his
life, and drove back to continue defending the city. During the daie saw the bodies of several people he
knew lying, shot, in the street$®

Shahar Butzhak told Amnesty International that he went out of his house with his handgun shortly after he
heard the warning sirens and massive shooting. Once on the street, he said he saw three fighters with
clothes looking like uniforms, including a brownest, and armed with a Kalashnikov. On his first encounter
with them, he was shot in the thigh and then hopped and dragged himself to hide behind a bomb shelter.
According to messages on his phone that he showed Amnesty International, at 7.23dve alerted others

that he was wounded. Shortly after, he said he was dragged to a house by Itamar llos, who tied a towel
around his thigh and instructed another civilian in the house to apply pressure to the wound. A paramedic
arrived and placed a tourniquet on himat 8.44am, writing the time on the tourniquet. Another civilian,

314 A video verified byAmnesty Internationakhows police forces fighting in Ofakim. Video posted by Yorrick de Vries on X on 8 October
2023 and held on file byAmnesty Internatonal Rdd ~krn Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®@knmd "~ mc ntsftmmdc+ Hrq’

sn gntrd” + 1 5httpN:vsvw.aytinees.cbm/2023#10/26/world/europe/israeaifakim-police-hamas.htmt Jerusalem Post,
®Aq udgx hm Ne jhl9 Sgd bhuhkh > mr+ onkhbd Rttgsd/wwewjpost.eps/drabisr&li| “r | “rr  bgd ok’

conflict/gazanews/article771532: UHMmdvr + ®Nm Nbs- 6+ 5// rnkchdgr cdoknxdc Hm Rcdgns+ 5/
sdggnghrsr~ "oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-

315 Five photographs and one video provided by the source and held on file Agnnesty International

316 Interview in person with Iltamatlos, 13 April 2024, Ofakim, Israel. See also Israel Hayom, , + 1 | _ 10 144 L X XX w4 "0~ .
L*1 .1 ssx ¢ Z®@&H «bntikd 1gud s jdm °~ J k rgmhjnu+ ats H v r nts ne tmhengl +

February 2024, https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/1524739(n Hebrew).
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Amitay Ohayon, evacuated him in a car to the Gilat Junction on Road 25, some 6km away, from where he
was taken by ambulance to Soroka hospital in Beersheba. He said he went through surgery, a long period of
hospitalization and further treatment, as his tgh bone was shattered and the nerves and muscles were

badly damaged®'”

Amnesty International documented the aftermath of the killings of Sergey Gradeskul and Victoria Gradeskul,
two civilians aged 81%'® The video footage provided by a witness (who requested anonymity) shows the
aftermath of the attack on a house where the two civilians are seen dead, with blood around them, and an
RPG at the scené?® Another video verified by Amnesty International and recorded on the camera of an
assailant shows an armed man passing next to what appears to be the body of Sergey Gradeskul, which is
lying on the floor and surrounded by bloo@?®

Amnesty International also documented the killing of Ariel Biliya, another civilian. He and members of his

extended family were hiding in the Biliya family house on the morning of 7 October 2028nnesty

Internationalverified CCTV footage, corroborated by witness testimonies, confirming the locattéhe

footage shows family members escaping through a window onto the roof of the house. Ariel can be seen

helping others out but then being shot and collapsing while attempting to climb out himself. A separate

cgnmd uhcdn udghehdc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k rgnvr @ghd
officer fires towards the housé??

Itamar llos told Amnesty International that he arrived at the house approximately five hours after the killing

and helped the family+ including a young child and a baby+ descend from the roof of an adjacent house

where they had taken shelter. He heardthh g ~bbnt ms ne dudmsr- Gd “krn r v @qh:
lying on the roof. Itamar said he himself was in lifthreatening danger several times during the day. He

described the severe trauma he was experiencing due to the number of people knowrhim who were

killed, some of whose bodies he saw with his own ey#&s,

Video evidence Amnesty International analysed shows fighters walking along streets in Ofakim carrying
weapons, speaking Arabic and entering residential homes. Some are dressed in civilian clothing, while
others are wearing militanstyle clothing, but wittout insignia or other indications of affiliation to a specific
Palestinian armed group. Verified videos show them primarily searching houses and moving along HaKhita
and HaGoren Street$?* Gunshots are audible in the background of several recordings.

Hm nmd ne sgd uhcdnr+ ehkldc hm °~ o rr fd adghmc G Jghs"®
This is the first one, and this is the second, thrown in the street [referring to the body of a man in civilian

clothes seen lying in the streesurrounded by blood and possibly another body not in the shot]. They are all

ghchmf hm sgdhqg gnldr- Mn nmd b Il d nts-~" Gd sgdm bnmshmt
56-1 rifle, while multiple loud gunshots can be heard in the backgroun@#®

In another video, verified by Amnesty International and recorded from a window of a nearby residential
house, four armed attackers can be seen firing towards the roundabout of HaGoren Stféet.

Two further videos show the bodies of two different people in civilian clothing lying lifeless, with blood around
their upper bodies, in the streets around HaKhita and HaGoren Streéts.

17 Interview in person with Shahar Butzhak, 3 June 2024, Ofakim, Israel.

Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Cqg- Uhbsngh® % Ogne- Rdgqgf dhtpsHvawtindesofistakl.ecom/0 9 @bbk ™ hl dc
victoria-prof-sergeygredeskut81-acclaimed-bgu-scientists

%19 Video held on file byAmnesty International

320 \/ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

%21 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 24 October 2023 and heldeomyfil

Amnesty International

322 VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 2 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International See

"krn Mdv Xnqj Shldr+ ®@knmd "~ mc ntsftmmdc+ Hrq dkh onkhbd entfgs G |  r ec
323 |nterview in person with ltamatlos, 13 April 2024, Ofakim, Israel.

%24 \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

3% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on fil&fmnesty International

(translation from the original Arabic into English bxmnesty Internationa).

3% Hamas Massacre October®71/ 12+ ®G | “r sdgqgnghr sr rhtps:ivwsi.mamasmassagegndt/cantentflthiias r ne Hr g d k — +
terroristsshootingin-the-streetsof-israel (accessed 12 May 2025).

327 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 16 October 2023 and held on filaropesty International
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5.1.90D- HL

Qd-hl + ° jhaatsy knb s dperimeterdegce sutrdundisgbdza an@horhe teesqrmel s g d
480 residents??® came under sustained attack on 7 October 2023, apparently due to its proximity to both
sgd Mnu® |l trhb edrshu "k rhsd "mc sgd md gax Qd-hl | hkhs"®

seven civilian residents, including two migrant workefsom Thailand, and 15 members of military and
security forces that came to fight the assailants were killed in and just outside the kibbé®2zThe figures
broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiativ€sA number of festivalgoers
ssdlosdc sn ghcd hm gn crhcd anla rgdksdgr md g Qd-hl +
civilians were also shot at and killed on nearby Roads 23d 234, as they were fleeing the attack on the
Nova festivaP3!

Two Thai men were among those killed in the kibbutz. Another Thai mémame withheld at his request), an
"fqhbtkstg k vngjdg+ snkc @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k sg' s gd
group of about 10 armed men wearing militargtyle clothing showing affiliation to the ADassam Brigades.

He saidthey had been playing football together in the early morning and sought refuge in a bunker in the

kibbutz, where they were captured. Along with an t8earold Israeli man from the kibbuz, they were

ordered out of the bunker, had their hands tied behind their back and were forced at gunpoint towards a

vehicle. As they approached the vehicle, they were shot at fraime bushes by fighters who were speaking

Arabic and showing signs of affiliation to the A)assam Brigades. The agricultural worker told Amnesty

International that two of the Thai men were killed, one right in front of him. He and the remaining three Thai

men and the Israeli man were then forced into the vehicle and taken to Ga¥?

The Thai men killed were 25yearold Pongsathorn Khunsri and 35/earold Kiattisak Patee, who had both

addm khuhmf “mc vngj f#@hmtim > sfgqplgbnt- k st qpd ghlm Q@adkkl 4 dch™ sg°
working on an Israeli farm for a yearoping to earn more money and build her a new hous&?* The family

of Kiattisak Patee said he had been in Israel for six months, also to semdney backto the family 33

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k udghehdc sggdd uhcdnr qgdbnqgcdc ax
document the arrival of Palestinian fighters. In the first video, a black car is seen stopped in front of the gate

at around 7.54am23¢ Seconds later, armed fighters in three white pickup trucks approach and fire in the

direction of the vehicle. The driver opens the front door, prompting the fighters to shoot again in his

direction. In the second video, at around 8.02am, fighters are sedaking control of the security checkpoint,

opening the gate, taking control of the black car, which they start using to move fighters and weapons, and

continuing further into the kibbutz33” At least five white pickup trucks are visible in front of the gate and

numerous fighters enter through the gate in vehicles and on foot. Most are wearing militatyle clothing and

some appear to be wearing AQassam Brigades headbands. Most of the figirs are armed, mostly with AK

pattern rifles, machine guns and RPGs. One of them is handling a P&R RPG, designed for armoured

s gfdsr- Hm sgd sghqc uhcdn+ “oogqgnwhl sdkx 01 | hmtsdr k-~
the Isralaser lasr factory, two white pickup trucks are stationary and six armed fighters can be seen

abducting up to five individuals in civilian clothing®

Hr g dk+ Bdmsqgq k Atgd t ne RtpS/cénsus.dhdgowvil/eBabograghiarealid=@fb3agt(Actetsed 1Qd - h | +

May 2025).

Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Bhuhk cdedmrd rpt > c+ bnor a’ sskdil@02s// sdggnghrsr |
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civitlefense-squad-cops-battled-100-terroristsin-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds

330 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th @ésualization Project, Mapping the Massacre

(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israevésst 7-

9.10.2023 (previously cited).

¥Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-6 ®Mnu~ edrshu” k™ -

332 nterviews by video call witiThai agricultural worker (name withheldy 5 L  gbg "mc O L > x 1/ 14- Rdd rdbshnm 5-0
gnrs fdr~ enq cds hkr ne sgdhg "~ actbshnm-

¥Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Bhuhk cdedmrd rpt c+ bnor a sskdc 002, sdggnghrsr hm Q
https://www.timesofisrael.com/civilefensesquad-cops-battled-100-terroristsin-reim-before-idf-arrived-probe-finds

¥Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Onmfr > sgngm Jgtmrgh+ 149 Sg - h vngjdg rntfgs sn athkc
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pongsathorkhunsri-25-thai-workersoughtto-build-mom-a-new-home

%Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Jh > sshr j O ' sdd+ 249 Sg - h vngjdg vgnrd ShjSnj rgnvb r.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/kiattisabatee-35-thai-workerwhosetiktok-showcasedfarm-life

3% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2024 and held on fil&lmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns fd -“10ac/+12 s/ 69439342 gqs+vghbepkhmxrbrsmgrdhrcs
Amnesty International r  ° m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhakd
%7 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2024 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns  fd -10ac/+12 s/ 5Y/d1 3/s6 g +vghb o kh xrbrsmgrdhrcs
Amnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “~mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhakd
3% \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs >l odc BBSU enns  fd -10ac/+12 s/ Z@@ichIsEdhsstentwitb hr ok " xr sgd c°
Amnesty International r  * m> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrhakd
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Stanislav Sheinkman, aged 40, a member of Yamam (the National Courtarrorism Unit of the Israel
Border Police)v " r gdongsdckx jhkkdc s “gntmc 6-4/" 1 s sgd Qd-h
investigate the attacks$®® Based on the time and location, he is the person in the black car.

In one case, fighters appeared to spare two young children when killing adults in their vicinity. Daria Karp,

aged 10, and her brother, Lavie, aged eight, survived when their father, Dvir Karp, and his partner, Stav

Kimchi, were shot dead in front of theieyes. Assailants reportedly saw them hiding under a blanket but did

not kill them 34 For three hours, they were left alone until a family friend came to rescue them. Attackers

gdongsdckx vgnsd nm sgd v kk nePsgd gnohdwgodd shkkbiohkk
As already seen in this chapter, however, fighters from the-@assam Brigades did kill children.

5.1.16DEROT

Sderot, a city of about 31,000 resident$?? located less than 1km from the perimeter fence surrounding
Gaza at the closest point, was attacked by dozens of assailants, including fighters from th@as¢sam
Brigades on 7 October 2023. According to an Israeli military investigation, 53 people were killed in the city,
including two firefighters and 37 other civilians, as well as three soldiers. Two of the soldiers were killed in
rocket attacks on Sderot in the days fldwing the ground attack. Also among the 53 killed were 11 police
officers; some were members of the local police, who were killed in an attack on a police station, while others
were from units from outside the city who arrived later in the day in an attpirto rescue them3# The

figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society documentation initiativ&sThe killings included
shootings at passing vehicles and the murder of a group of civilians, many of them older people, at a bus
stop. Additional incidents occurred on major roads surrounding Sderot, where fighters opened fire on
vehicles attempting to enteor leave the area*

¥Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Rt os-sdRysqnrqg Fogndoh nvj Ir® ne+ 13n/k9 -Bnt-nhsqdngm | " m- ~+ 7 Edaqt qgqx 1
https://www.timesofisrael.com/supstas-sheinkman40-counter-terror-cop-was-familys-iron-man

340 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Reim, Karp Familigtps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/reim/karfaccessed 12 May 2025);

Xmdsmdvr+ ®-H cqd" | sg s dudgxnmd vhkk rdd vg' s H cn sn gdldladg | x e’ sgc
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/hjlkpw6z0

34 photograph, available at: Israel Hayontty 1! + 4 + 41 <«%44  «dB>* x> ]x xyx¢ I Xx Xos ZLKgGg bkddiL>*1_s
"mc sq fdcx hm Jhaatsy Qd-hl 9 Sgd sdggnghrse-Vdgcudmds Isggadceéq shyaigk ¢ qnd mghVv +
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/news/local/article/1468540@ranslation from the original Hebrew into English bfmnesty Internationg).

342 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Sederuttps://census.cbs.gov.il/len/geographiarea?id=e83dfib(accessed 14

May 2025).

Rdd Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®0+/// sgnnor vdgd hm Rcdgns nm RWS- 6+ vgdm sgdx
https://www.timesofisrael.com/100@roops-were-in-sderoton-oct-7-even-as-no-further-terroristsinvaded-city-probe-finds

34 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th @ésualization Project, Mapping the Massacre

(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on IsraeVdst 7-

9.10.2023 (previously cited).
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Sites of four lethal attacks on civilians in Sderot

Killing of 13 civilians
[

[
Killing of Avi Megira

[ ]
Killing of Odaya Swisa and Amar Odeh Abu Sabila

®
Killing of Dolev Swisa

200 m A

Locations of four lethal attacks on civilians in Sderot that were investigated by Amnesty International. The attacks
were perpetrated by fighters between 6.30am and 7.30am on 7 October 2023.

In the early hours of 7 October 2023, shortly after 6.30am, dozens of fighters, some wearingdassam
Brigades headbands, entered Sderot, primarily in white pickup trucks. Video analysis shows that as the
fighters moved through the city, they fired at ciNan vehicles. One video verified by Amnesty International
shows armed fighters from the AQassam Brigades firing assault rifles at a black civilian vehicle at
approximately 6.50am?*¢ The black car stops suddenly as it exits a roundabout, likely after seeing a white
pickup truck and armed men approaching it on the other side of the road. Two adults, who were later
identified by family members as Dolev Swisa and Odaya Swisa, open ttomfrdoors of the car and step out

of it. They then take their two children, identified as Romi Swisa, aged six, and Lia Swisa, aged three, from
the back seats before fleeing in different direction¥he fighters fire in their direction. Dolev Swisa runs with
Lia away from the car, towards the roundabout, unaware that another pickup truck full of fighters is coming
from that direction. He is shot and collapses to the ground. According to family membghe died from his
injuries.

A second video, recorded on a security camera outside the Sderot police station shortly afterwards, shows
fighters opening fire on the same black ca¥’ The footage first shows fighters from the A)assam Brigades
firing at the car from a distance. One of the fighters then approaches the car on foot and appears to shoot
the driver and frontseat passenger at close range multiple times. According to famihembers who spoke to
Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, Odaya Swisa and her two children, Romi and Lia, who
managed to escape the roundabout attack described above, and Amar Odeh Abu Sabila, a Bedouin citizen
of Israel and construction workr who had come to assist the family after Dolev Swisa was shot, were inside

346 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 October 2023 and held on fild&fmnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns fd "~ 8%/ k284193 BAmgestenechuaddg+ xr sgd c°
Internationat r " m” kxr hr ne rreferegding With withess testimory artdl gther available reporting indicated that the actual

time was different.

A video posted by Kan News on YouTube on 12 November 2023 and held on fileAynesty Internationakontains an interview with Ofir

Rvhr >+ Cnkdu-r aqgqnsgdg+ vgn+ nm ehkl + rg qgqdr uhcdn enrbyhbrde. gd snnj ne rnl
347 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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the car34® Both Odaya and Amar were reportedly killett? Footage from the same security camera and
cchshnm k enns  fd eqnl-wornrmamdra showdthe wo childkeh latet beimg e hbdg-r anc x
rescued from the car by the police officef°

The video that recorded the shooting of Odaya and Amar also shows fighters shooting directly at a red car
passing the scene, causing it to veer off and crash into a waste container on the side of the réfad.

Shooting at civilians and passing vehicles on various roads in central Sderot was documented in at least four
additional videos verified by Amnesty Internation&? In CCTV footage recorded on Menachem Begin Road,
at least seven armed fightera most wearing AlQassam Brigades headbands are seen walking down the
street around 7.07am, attempting to forcibly enter buildings along the w&3. The group appears to target an
approaching vehicle and fires an RPG in its direction. At 7.10am, the driver, who appears to have survived
the initial explosion, restarts the vehicle, which moves briefly along the road. Armed fighters then return and
openfire on the car. The driver is subsequently killed. Some 30 seconds later, a motorcyclist is seen
approaching the area. He is shot and killed by the same group of armed fighters. He was later identified by
family members as Avi Megira. According to theircaount, Avi and a friend had planned to travel to the

Dead Sea that morning and left home at approximately 6.20am. Around 10 minutes later, as they
encountered other drivers, a siren warning of incoming fire reportedly sounded, prompting the group to take
shelter. Avi is said to have left the shelter at around 7.07am to return hor#fé.

<@

Trese thee stills from CCTV footage taken
three different cameras show the scenes o
lethal attacks on civilians in Sderot on 7 Oc
2023. The first still (top) shows the scene ¢
killing of Dolev Swisa. Armed fighters in the
pickup truckftime foreground fired at the blac
civilian vehicle in which he was travelling w
family at approximately 6.50am. Other figh
the white pickup truck in the background o)
fire on him as he attempted to flee with one
children. The getatill (middle) shows fighte
from the AQassam Brigades outside the Sd
police station firing on the same black car.
them then approached the car on foot and
Odaya Swisa, the wife of Dolev Swisa, anc

34 Video posted by Kan News on YouTube on 12 November 2023 and held on fileAynesty International
349 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre, Amer Abu Sabila Odélttps://oct7map.com/AmerAbuSabilaOdeh
(accessed 12 May 2025); Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Sderot, The Swissa Family,

https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/swissa * bbdrrdc 01 L x 1/14(- Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Nc  x =~ mc
egqnms ne sgdhqg c  t fhyps:bwgyw.iimesofisiael.tbin/sdaymndalolelrgwissk33-34-murdered-in-front-of-their-
daughters

30 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on filarpesty International

%1 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

%2 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 5 November 2023 and held on fil&mnesty Internationgltwo

videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 30 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty Internationgl video

posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 18 October 2023 and held on fileAnynesty International

33 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 30 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International The

uhcdn hr egqnl shldrs |l odc BBSU enns fd " me+7 k6sigel- 35  qs+ chrok xr sgd c°
%4 Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Sderot, Avi Megirattps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/sderot/avimagiréaccessed 14 May

1/14(- Rdd “krn AEL SU mdvr gdongs ne 8 Nbsnadq 1/12+ Z®@Vh§ akd9 s AEL
rbdmdr adengd sgd dxdr htes:/wwtikidk.oomf@morandinitBog/\Ndlead 7887 3D 170452585 2936Nn French).
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Odeh Abu Sabila, a Bedouin citizen of Isra
construction worker who had come to assit
family. The third still (bottom) shows fighte|
wearing A)assam Brigades headbands, firi
a motorcycle on Menachem Begin Road, k
driver, A Megira.

Older people who were caught along Menachem Begin Road that morning were not spared. Among those
killed were a group of 13 civilians, most of them retirees from nearby areas, who were gunned down at and
around a bus stop in the early morning, while they we starting a day trip to the Dead Sea. Upon reaching
Sderot at about 6.15am, the driver of the minibus in which they were travelling stopped the minibus and
discovered punctures in two wheels next to a bus stop in the east of the town, just north of thaustrial

zone. When the air raid alert warning of incoming rockets sounded, the 15 passengers tried to take cover in
a bomb shelter attached to the bus stop, but the doors of the bomb shelter, which were supposed to be
automatically unlocked by the air ril alert system, failed to open and the travellers were unable to enter.
Shortly after, assailants arrived at the scene and shot at the travellers, who were standing by the shelter,
murdering 13 of them3%®

Videos and images shared by media outlets and verified by Amnesty International show the aftermath of the

killings, with at least six bodies visible on the ground, covered in blo&d.The minibus driver, Sharif Abu

S"g 4+ snkc | dch”™9 ®S gctecked tlgem.d hicswithdsbmeonk &lse [a passenger] ¢

adghmc sgd rgdksdg+ sgdx rgns g¥g- H oqdsdmcdc sn ad cd°

¥»J m+ J°m 6-0/ 25/ Chfhs ™k LdlIl nqgh hkps:dww.71036Gkan.oR)dl/dndsdemtiminBugaccessgd udk dgr - L h mh.

01 L x 1/14(: Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®G | r kd udr sg hk ne sdggng hm Hrqg dk +
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/10/world/middleeast/israglazawar-hamas-deathskillings.html, X md s mdvr + ®Mn vd onmr + knbjdc
rgdksdgr+ “mc sgd odmr hnmdqgqr- | “rr bgd9 Sgd rdbtghsx f or ne Nbsnadqg 6 hr
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/hjglzmduyx Shl dr ne Hr g dk+ ®X' " jnu Lngsnu+ 559 Qtrrh > m hll hfgq
ltgqcdgdc ax G I r sdggnghrsr s ° at rhttpsg/wnav.tihesofisRael danfyaakemaorto8th s nadg 6~ + 1/ @t

russianimmigrantwho-worked-as-an-engineer
*¥Xmdsmdvr+ ®G I "r v ' q bghldr9 @m dkcdgkx fgnto ftmmdc cnvm s ° atr rsno

https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/b1f2eqolip J " m+ J " m 6- 0/ 25/ Chfhs k Ldlngh "k Ognidbs+ Rcc
(previously cited); three photographs posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 9 October 2023 and hefideoby

Amnesty International
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4~ This photograph shows the bodies of some of the 13 civilians who were killed in an attack on a bus stap38. Sdex dtouties Gtk
with blankets. © Baz Ratner / AFP via Getty Images.

5.1.11SUFA

Sufa, a kibbutz located around 3km from the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and home to some 210
residents®® was attacked by assailantsincluding fighters from the AlQassam Brigadeson 7 October 2023.
They killed three civilians, including two emergency squad members in the kibbutz, according to Israeli civil
society documentation initiative$>®

Amnesty International verified 10 videos reportedly recovered from the body of a killed fighter that provide a
visual timeline of the attack on Sufa. Fighters are seen leaving Gaza at dawn, breaching and crossing the
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, entérg the kibbutz and, once inside, opening fire at passing cars,
homes and even an ambulance. In the first verified video, recorded around sunrise, at approximately
6.38am, a fighter is mounting a camera on his body while seated on the back of a motorcydieven by a
fighter from the AtQassam Brigades®® The driver is wearing a green headband bearing the insignia of the
Al-Qassam Brigades and they are both visibly carrying weapons, including an RPG. They are filmed driving
through Gaza in the direction of southern Israels they approach a section of the fence already breached
north of Sufa,they joina larger group of fighters: some on foot, others also on motorcyclesseveral of

whom are also wearing AQassam Brigades headbands. Background audio includes the sound of
transmission radios, indicating coordination among the fighters as they move togdvésraeli territory.

In the second video, thesame two fighters approach the outskirts of Sufa alongside a larger group of armed
fighters, many visibly from the AQassam Brigades®* One fighter from the AlQassam Brigades riding

ahead on a motorcycle fires toward residential homes as they advance. The group later encounters other
armed fighters, manywith AP~ r r ~ | A g h f °~ whd appearhorhavé drrivdd onttwo pickup trucks.

36 |srael, Central Bureau of Statistics, Census Data 2022, Sufstps://census.cbs.gov.il/len/geographiarea?id=35baa73(accessed 14 May
2025).

39 October 7th GeeVisualization Project, Mapping the Massacre (previously cited). See also Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project,
Kfar Aza,https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/kfataza (accessed 30 April 2025); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and
Fallen During the Hamas Attack on Israel Betweend.10.2023 (previously cited).

3% Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&fmnesty International

Amnesty Internationadeduced the approximate time based on its analysis of the position of the sun, sunrise data and the positioning and
size of the shadows visible in the video.

%! Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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The third and fourth videos show fighters, some wearing-@lassam Brigades headbands, capturing the
guardroom adjacent to the main gate of Sufa and later opening the gdté They fire multiple shots in the
direction of a car approaching the gate. The fifth, sixth and seventh videos show the same two fighters
moving through the kibbutz, firing multiple times at residential homée® The eighth captures them shooting
the tyre of a parked ambulance stationed within the kibbutz, rendering it immobii&.In the ninth, the
fighters are seen entering a home in what appears to be a search for civilians and firing inside, including
towards upper floors and roofé% The 10th video ends abruptly as one of the fighters is shot while moving
through a residential yard®®

5.1.1ZIKIM BEACH

Zikim beach, a popular destination for fishing and other recreational activities located around 3km north of
Gaza, was attacked by fighters who arrived by sea on 7 October 2023. Some 32 civilians who were on the
beach = some who had spent the night there ed others who had arrived earlier that morning took refuge

in a public toilet and a bomb shelter, along with other places on and near the beach. When these places
were attacked by fighters, a total of 17 civilians were killed, including seven out of #ight sheltering in the
public toilet and seven out of the 12 sheltering in the bomb shelter, according to an Israeli military
investigation; one soldier was also killed’ The figures broadly correspond to those of Israeli civil society
documentation initiatives®®®

A total of 18 fighters reached Zikim beach from Gaza on five smalbber boats, while the Israeli navy

reportedly intercepted two other boats at sea and prevented them from reaching the shdaifling 20 of the

38 Palestinian assailants who had set off from Gaza by boat. According to an Israeli military investigation into

the attack, 10 of the 18 Palestinian assailants who managed to reach the Israeli shore headed to Zikim

beach, while three heaed to the shooting ranges of the nearby Zikim military traing base, three towards a

onvdg rs shnm hm sgd bhsx ne @ gjdknm sn sgd mngsg "~ mc s
Zikim. Some of the assailants also attempted to attack the nearby kibbutz of Zikim, but were prevented from

entering by itsemergency response squad, who, having been informed of the attack on Zikim beach,

cdoknxdc "knmf sgd jhaatsy-r edmbd “3*c | "m fdc sn ehfgs

Amnesty International verified 10 videos showing different stages of the attacks on Zikim beach and nearby
localities. The earliest of these, which bears the logo of the@hssam Brigades, shows the destruction of an
Israeli surveillance tower adjacent tthe Zikim military base®™

A video, recorded by assailants, shows eight men, some armed, boarding a boat, presumably in G&zA.
subsequent segment of the same video shows two boats in the open waters. Footage from a security camera
verified by Amnesty International shows five assailants arriving by boat at 6.45am in the central area of Zikim
beach, close to the bath facilitiespublic toilets, gazebos and parking lot’?

Among those killed was Or Taasa, a lyearold boy whose father was killed the same morning in an attack
on the family home in Netiv HaAsara that also gravely injured two of his broth&fsHis mother, Sabine

Taasa, told Amnesty International that Or was killed while sheltering in the public toilet at Zikim beach, some
9km away from the moshav’*

32 Two videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on filaropesty International

3 Three videos posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&ropesty International

%4 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

5 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

36 \Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 15 October 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

*%”SeeShl dr ne Hrg dk+ ®Hm =1 "rrhud e hktqgqd+- sgnnor “~a mcnmdc bhuhkh ™ mr °s
https://www.timesofisrael.com/irmassivefailure-troops-abandonedcivilians-at-zikim-beach-on-oct-7-idf-probe-finds

36 See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Beeri (previously cited); October 7th @ésualization Project, Mapping the Massacre

(previously cited); Sagi Or and others, Death Locations of 1216 Murdered and Fallen During the Hamas Attack on IsraeVdst 7-

9.10.2023 (previously cited).

G " gdsy+ ®Yhjhl ogqnad9 HCE sgnnor chcm-s bnmegnms sdggnghrsr+ e hkdc sn
Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Hm =1 "rrhud e hktqd+- sqgnnor "~ a’ mcedkagcKabhuhkh™ > mr s Yhj
7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikimhttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/zikim/zikim(accessed 9 May 2025); KibbutzVisit, Kibbutz

Zikim, Overview https://www.kibbutzvisit.com/listing/kibbutzikim (accessed 9 May 2025).

37 Video bearing the logo ofthe A > r r ° I  Aghf cdr “mc sgd c¢c sd ne 6 Nbsnadgq 1/12+ “u hk akd
enns fd ne sgdhg sqnnor ehghmf qgnbjdsr "mc dmsdghmf sgd rdsskdl dmsr mngs:c¢
https://x.com/WarMonitors/status/1711038340005298653

37 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the-@assam Brigades, posted by Warfare Analysis on X on 11 June 2024 and held on

file by Amnesty International

%72 \Video posted by South First Responders to its Telegram channel on 4 December 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International
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37 Interview by video call with Sabine Taasa, 28 October 2024.
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Or had left home earlier in the day, before the attack started, to spend the day at the beach with his friends.
When Sabine managed to reach him by phone, he told her that he and his friends were sheltering in the
public toilet, under attack by Palestiniarfighters, and that two soldiers were trying to keep the fighters out. In
a media interview Sabine described her family ordeal in detail, including the conversation she had with Or
only minutes before he was killed:

®H b m gd g hm ghr unhbd gnv I tbg gd v r “eq hc ~ mc
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Amnesty International verified five videos related to the killings in the public toilet of Zikim beach that

bnggnang sd R Orebfithevideos, rebdoded byna victim prior to the entry of fighters, shows

five people hiding inside the public toilet while multiple gunshots can be heard outsiéfé.An armed Israeli

soldier is visible at the door, apparently attempting to protect them from the approaching fighters. In the

uhcdn+ nmd ne sgd hmchuhct kr ghchmf hm sgd snhkds b ™ m a

Three additional videos show the aftermath of the killing. One, recorded using a camera apparently worn on
the body of an assailant, shows the bodies of three people inside the public toffétAnother video, in which
Israeli soldiers are partially visible, indicating they had taken control of the area by that time, shows the
lifeless bodies of five people, with blood near their heads and upper and lower lin¥65The body of a fighter

is also visible in front of the public toilet, next to a 3bund 7.62x39mm magazine, likely from an Afpattern
rifle.
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and walls, likely from the impact of bullet8?®
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/~  These three stills from a video show dozens of marks on the doors and walls of a public toilet on Zkimpaeaof blikiltsfrohethic
was recorded after the removal of the bodies of seven civilians killed by fightersasithepateteesBEIRSing in the toilet.

As mentioned, seven of the civilians were killed inside a bomb shelter on the beach where 12 civilians had
taken refuge when the rocket red alert sounded.

According to a recorded call published by Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, those hiding in
sgd rgdksdqg b kkdc sgd ehgd cdo gsldms+ “rjhmf enq gdko-

1'dvhrg Mdvr+ ®H knrs dudgxsghmf @R Halgmdl k& I m’s gatgk ks dikrks d gulgd Wb s'’nagdju l6rstgr k x
376 Video posted by Gal Shalev on X on 7 October 2024 and held on fileAynesty International

%77 Video posted by Warfare Analysis on X on 11 June 2024 and held on fileAynesty International

%78 VVideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 4 December 2023 and held on fil&imnesty International

%7 Video posted by Zvi Gluck on X on 28 November 2023 and held on file Bynnesty International
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said one of the callers®°

Amnesty International verified a video, captured by the first responders who recovered the bodies a week
k sdg+ vghbg rgnvr sgd hlo bs ne | tRshokd vd onmr nm sgd

A survivor, 27yearold Oshri Tuito, told media that he had travelled from his home in Sderot to Zikim beach
to fish, as he often did, but that he had barely managed to get his equipment out of the car when the attack
started. He said he ran to the bomb sélter, which was then attacked by the assailants with grenades and
machine gun fire. Oshri raised his hands to shield himself and was hit by a bullet that went through his arm,
into his eye socket, down his oesophagus and into his stomach. Against all odds survived?3&?

As well as targeting the civilians who were sheltering on and near the beach, the assailants also pursued and
tried to kill those fleeing. Two other survivors recounted on social media how they and 19 of theimaokers

had slept on the beach after partyig there the previous night and were woken up by the attack. They said
they fled but as they drove away, they were ambushed by assailants who shot at their c&fsTwo of them
sustained nonfatal bullet wounds and managed to escape with 18 of their friends, whereas ah80-year

old singer Mor Gabay, who had left the beach earlierwas killed on her way homé®*

5.2INDISCRIMINATE ROCKET AND MORTAR FIRE

On and following7 October 2023, the AlQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups based in
Gazafired thousands of unguided rockets and mortars, which are inherently inaccurate, towards populated
areas in Israel, as well as Israeli forces inside Gaza. The attacks had killed 15 civilians in Idsgehe end of
2023. Amnesty International has concluded that these attacks were unlawful, amounting either to direct
attacks on civilians and civilian objects or indiscriminate attacks.

The rocket attacks also damaged homes and other civilian buildings in both Israel and the OPT and
contributed to the displacement of Israelis from their homes in southern Israel.

On 7 October 2023 the AFQassam Brigades and other Palestinian armed groups launched some 3,000
5,000 unguided rockets and mortars towards populated areas in Isra#t. This was a barrage of
unprecedented intensity in the context of repeated such attacks since 206%. Some 2,200 rockets and
mortars were fired in the first four hoursaccording to the Israeli military®” As documented above,

thousands of fighters used the cover of the barrage, which started just before 6.30am, to break through the
perimeter fence surrounding Gaza and cross into Israel.

30 Audio recording, available at: Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikim Beach, The Shelter (previously cited).

%1 Video, available at: Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Zikim Beach, The Shelter (previously cited).

¥Sgd I dvhrg @ dmbx enqg Hr g dk+ ®Rt q bttpsw/ivwmijewighfagehcynorggsurvivinggairstaleodds + 06 Mnudl adgq
¥Hrg dk hm sgd TR@+ E bdannj onr s dttpR/Brgvhfacebbok.co@avditch/@v=1070888264400529 13 Nbsnadqg 1.
Knr @mfdkdr C hkx Mdvr+ ®G | r “ss bj rtquhung rg gdr gére024 sngx s | dlnqgt
https://www.dailynews.com/2023/11/12/hamasttack-survivorshareshis-story-at-memoriatfor-slain-jewish-protester

¥Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®bmvBhadg+vahe®dRkmfdgr ghttpsdwwnttimesdfisraglmom#mel0 7 Edaqt " gx 1/
gabay-30-singersongwriterwhoselyrics-havelived-on

38 Different numbers are quoted by different sources, mostly varying from 3,000 to 5,000. The Israeli military gave a figuvef 3,000

rockets. IDF, 7.10 The Inquiries,https://www.idf.il/en/minisites/7-10-the-inquiries (accessed on 9 May 2025) Mohammed Deif, the then

leader ofthe AP~ rr °' I Aghf cdr+ r > hc sgdx g ¢ k tmbgdc I ngd sg m 4+/// qgnbjdsr- E
adf hmmhmf ne ° mdv nodgqg s h rhttps:/iwivww.france2st.corferyvidebk0231006hanab msilitaa-tbaderl / 1 2 +

announcesthe-beginning-of-a-new-operationagainstisrael

%Rdd rdbshnm 2-0 ®Rhst shnm adengd 6 Nbsnadg 1/ 12 -

®Hr g dkh @hgq Engbd+ W Onrs9 ®Sghr I ngmhmf+ “~oogqnwhl  sxkx @+NBInahdjdsr v
2023, https://x.com/iafsite/status/1710596920631050655
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https://www.jewishagency.org/surviving-against-all-odds
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1070888264409529
https://www.dailynews.com/2023/11/12/hamas-attack-survivor-shares-his-story-at-memorial-for-slain-jewish-protester/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mor-gabay-30-singer-songwriter-whose-lyrics-have-lived-on/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/mor-gabay-30-singer-songwriter-whose-lyrics-have-lived-on/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/7-10-the-inquiries/
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231007-hamas-military-leader-announces-the-beginning-of-a-new-operation-against-israel
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231007-hamas-military-leader-announces-the-beginning-of-a-new-operation-against-israel
https://x.com/iafsite/status/1710596920631050655?s=46&t=DGTQwT1tUPURV_zFC7MgkA

A~ This still from a video bearing the logo of the Military M&tssdnh8rdades shows rocket fire and a paraglider in the sky over C
the Hamaed attacks on southern Israel on 7 October 2023.

The rocket attacks killed at least 10 civilians on 7 October 2023he death toll would have been much

ghfgdg vdgd hs mns enqg Hrqg dk-r ° hg .Severcofthesegillech mf r xr sdl r
were Bedouin citizens of Israel living in the Negev/Nagab region of southern Israel in communities which

lack air raid warning systems and bomb shelters and have poor access to emergency medical serng8ss.

Six of them were children aged between five and 15. Mai Abu Sabah, aged 13, as well as her grandmother

Fayza Abu Sabah, aged 578 and four children from the AlJ q ~ - = mt beothérdMalik IbrahimAlJ g~ - ~ m

and Jawad lbrahimAJ g~ - "m+ ~fdc 03 " mc 04+ Jgqc-sgdhygf dat®@@mr” @ hm
Mahmoud Diab AlJ g © - ° m+ *wefedilled WWh&n rockets landed on or near #ir homesin Al A™ - ~ s + "~ m
tmgdbnf mhydc Adcnthm uhkk > fd- X y" m Y j > qh®™ @at Itl > -+

fgnt mc mdws sn ghr gnld hm @q- 3% + Adcnthm snvm knb  sd

Another rocket killed three members of the same Jewish Israeli family, including one child, in the city of
Netivot: Refael Meir Maskalchi, aged 12, his father, Netanel Maskalchi, aged 36, and his grandfather, Refael
Fahimi, aged 633!

Palestinian armed groups continued to launch rockets into Israel at regular intervals, though at a gradually

diminishingpace" oo~ gdmskx “r ° qdrtks ne Hrg dk-r needmrhud nm I
According to the Israeli military, between 7 October 2023 and May 202dome 12,500 rockets and mortars

were fired into Israel from Gaz&? Media reports indicated that rockets had killed another five civilians in

Israel by the end of 2023, bringing the total to 15 civilians since 7 October 202%. There were no reports of

deathsin Israel by rocket fire in 2024 or 2025.

Rdd MOQ+ ®Nmd bnlltmhsx hm Hrg dk chcm-s g ud “bbdrr sn gnbjds rgdksdqgr:
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/04/1249166899/onecommunity-in-israekdidnt-have-accessto-rocket sheltersthey-say-its-been-d; NBC

Mdvr+ ®Mn anla rgdksdgr + mn -mdhfgkddnbrs+d cmn@agH gan mA dCennl tdhOmrHT+q “0d3k -Nb sknnandfq 1/ 1 2 +
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/arabbving-israelsnegevdesertare-sitting-ducks-hamasrcnal20168: * 861 L f " yhmd+ ®Qdd k h mf
eqnl Nbsnadg 6+ Adcnthm bhshydmr r sqt f fHhtgs/veww.972mgg.dombeddulrditizeksn r r dr  j mnvm + 5
negevoctober7

¥Sgd gnbjds rsqghj d-yeaknrknc hrmmint+g d@c dBKC x@a't- rR°2a/° g- Engqv gc+ ®-Xnt eddk hmuhr ha
o’ sgx + 08 hitps#dfareaddocominewis/566822/bedouirvillagesisraetiron-dome

Shldr ne Hrgq dk+ ®X 'y " m @at | I "+ 49 Adcnthm e Il hkx-r nmkx rnm rk” hm a:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yazaabu-jama-5-bedouin-familys-only-son-slain-by-rocket,
@EO+ ®Gnv | "mx bghkcgdm vdgqd jhkkdec hm G| "r-r NbsnaddantinGazas " bj 'oqgduhnt

ehgd gnbjdsr hmsn Hr g  dk htps/lamews.com/priicle/NraebezbolarhamaZlatdstmideastd-actolde 1 3 +
2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52

®Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Qde dk E ghlh+ 52+ Mds mdk L rj kbgh+ 25+ “mc Qde  dk
https://www.timesofisrael.com/refaeiahimi-63-netanetmaskalchi36-and-refaelmaskalchi12

Hr g dk+ Lhmhrsgx ne Engdhfm @eG  Ihagr-+ @RvnbgcrnmeHrHg ndnk9 +V "1g6 him xs gld 1Rn+t s g
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swordef-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023

¥¥Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®G I r “mc nsgdgq | hkhs ms fgntor “~gd ehghmf gnbjdsr hms
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/world/middleeast/isra¢lamas-gazarockets.html
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https://www.972mag.com/bedouin-citizens-negev-october-7/
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https://forward.com/news/565822/bedouin-villages-israel-iron-dome/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yazan-abu-jama-5-bedouin-familys-only-son-slain-by-rocket
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hezbollah-hamas-latest-mideast-7-october-2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hezbollah-hamas-latest-mideast-7-october-2024-d3d272d83e70d420ba547dbd7e09ef52
https://www.timesofisrael.com/refael-fahimi-63-netanel-maskalchi-36-and-refael-maskalchi-12
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/swords-of-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/27/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-gaza-rockets.html

On 7 October 2024, as mourners throughout Israel commemorated the egear anniversary of the attacks
of 7 October 2023, the Palestinian armed groups responsible for them fired a barrage of indiscriminate
rockets into Israef® Reports of sporadic rocket fireontinued into 202539

The groups which have most frequently claimed responsibility for launching rockets are theQessam
Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and the ADuds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic
Jihad 39

Most of the rockets fired from Gaza into Isradboth beforeand after 7 October 2023 were either intercepted
ax Hr g dk- r-mdgjensyster@ or landed innemity areas or in the sea, without causing human
casualties or material damage. In some rare cases, rocketfsuck military facilities, including a rocket
launched on 7 October 2023, which reportedly landed inside the Sdot Micha military base, believed to host
| "mx ne sgd b-capablsmissile$” mt bkd g

Hamas has claimed that the rockets fired into Israel are aimed at military targets ahdt civilian casualties
are unintended collateral damagé? However, the fact is that the rockets cannot be pinpointed at specific
targets and the casualties from these rocket attacks have overwhelmingly been civilians.

5.3KILLING OF HOSTAGES IN GAZA

The AFQassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, and the-Bluds Brigades, the military wing of
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, have repeatedly threatened to kill the Israeli hostages they have been holding
since 7 October 2023 in retaliation for Israeli aitins and to prevent rescue operations by the Israeli military.
Amnesty International has concluded that at least six hostages were killed by theQalssam Brigades.

On 9 October 2023, Abu Obaida, the spokesperson of the-®lassam Brigades, announced:

®@r ne sghr gntg+ vd cdbk gd sg°' s "mx s qfdshmf ne
oghng v gmhmf vhkk ad I ds vhsg sgd dwdbtshnm ne nmd
broadcast this in audio and viffeo

On the same day, Abu Hamza, the spokesperson of the-Bluds Brigades, said that, if Israel continued to
targetandkilbhuhkh > mr hm F 'y " + ®sgd e sd ne xntq rnkchdqgr =~ mc
Ptcr Aghf cdr\ vhkk ad "r tmjmnvm “r sgd e sd ne Qnm @q°
air force officer who was captured in Lebanon in BB and is believed to have died in captivity there,

although his remains have never been returnef{?

Arbel Yehoud, who was taken hostage from her home in Nir Oz on 7 October 2023 and held hostage in Gaza

for 482 days until her release in January 2025 in a hostaggsisoners exchangess nkc | dch™ sg s ®gdq
Palestinian Islamic Jihad captors made it clear to her that they would kill her if the IDF discovered their

knb>shnm ° mc b I She sid tha lter wmrst cighgirl Gaza-was on 12 February 2024, when

Israeli troops carried out an operation to rescue hostagesuis Harand Fernando Marman in the city of

@k | yddg + ®Uhcdn9 G I r ehgdr ne gnbjdsr s Sdk @uhu nm Nbsnadg 6 ~ mm
https://www.aljazeera.com/program/newsfeed/2024/10/7/viddmmas-fires-barrage of-rockets-at-tel-avivon-october-7-anniversary

Rdd+ enq dw Il okd+ Qdtsdqr+ ®G I r ehqgdr gnbjdsr s Hrg dkh bhshdr+ Hrqg
https://lwww.reuters.com/world/middleeast/hamasfires-rockets-israelicities-2025-04-06: Nmdhmch™ Mdvr + ®G | “r ehqgdr | “rrh
Hrg dk eqnl F'y 9 @at Na ' hc' =~ kk hnttpss/www ygutubeeandvatchBvgIOrkELGGdetvishg ~ + 15 | t

k x
Mdvr Rxmchb > sd+ ®O kdr shmh ™ m sdqgqn g hhhttgsr/wwwins.érg/palestinefeqadistsipydeafies s Hr g dk
rocket-at-israel
Rdd+ enq dw |l okd+ AAB+ ®G | "r ehgdr qgnbjdsr s Sdk @uhu “r Hrqgq dk gdmdv
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2dr7jd7mno  Shl dr ne Hrq dk+ ®O kdrshmh m Hrk I hb I hg c s jdr

F y  —+ 2 [@psyinwkw.tihdsdfidrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestiniasiamic-jihad-takes-responsibilityfor-rocketfire-from-gaza

¥Mdv Xngj Shldr+ ®Lhkhs ms gnbjds ghs a'rd khmjdc sn Hrg dkh mtbkd q | hr
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/04/world/middleeast/militantocket-israetoct-7.html

A rdl M hl+ gdc ne G I r-r Onkhshb "k “mc Hmsdgm shnm' kaldpek shnmr Cdo" g
at: Human Rights Watch® H B° m-s Dqgq rd @kk sgd Aknnc eqnl Lx Lhmc ™ @redoudydr shmh™  m @ql dc
cited), p. 244 (translation from the original Arabic into English by Human Rights Watch).

39 Statement by Abu Obaida, available at: Araldilitary, X post.. . . b M UZr® @ttt IKa mMHXY™ rr  xr £\ + 8 Nbsnadq 1/ 12+
https://x.com/ashrafnsier/status/171142829099547885translation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty Internationg).

40 Video, available at: AMayadeen News, X post: " n bl F _ aF TMA#" wbp/Ne UYFpt ZBe@abmG WGEc- MDY jEp YO f T
for # AFQuds Brigades, on latest developmentsin#A®pr ° Eknnc a sskd \+ 8 Nbsnadg 1/ 12+
https://x.com/AlMayadeenNews/status/171144841962395277@ranslation from the original Arabic into English bfmnesty Internationg).
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https://www timesofisrael.com/formehostagearbelyehoud-sayscaptorsthreatenedto-kill-her-if-idf-approached
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2dr7jd7mno
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestinian-islamic-jihad-takes-responsibility-for-rocket-fire-from-gaza/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/04/world/middleeast/militant-rocket-israel-oct-7.html
https://x.com/ashrafnsier/status/1711428290995478857
https://x.com/AlMayadeenNews/status/1711448419623952778
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-arbel-yehoud-says-captors-threatened-to-kill-her-if-idf-approached/

Qe g+ "mc sg s+ ctghmf hs+ nmd ne gdg b osnqr ®v ' r vhsg
being held nearby’®?

Andrey Kozlov, who was taken hostage on 7 October 2023 and rescued with three other hostages in June

2024 by Israeli forces, who stormed the buildings where he and the three other hostages were being held in

two separate apartments in Nuseirat refugeecamp snkc | dch® sg°s ®ghr G| r b osng
and the other hostages that the Israeli government wanted them to die and that they would be killed if the

HCE sqhdc st gdrbtd sgdl ~ -

On 1 September 2024, the Israeli military announced that the previous day, it had recovered the bodies of
six Israeli hostages who had been held in Gaza since 7 October 2023 Five of the six hostages had been
abducted after attending the Nova festival. They included Hersh GoldbePglin, a 23-yearold dual US

Israeli national who was involved in Israefialestinian coexistence initiative¥® He was seriously injured and
lost part of his left arm on the morning of 7 October 2023 when a fighter threw a grenade into the bomb
shelter where he had taken refuge after fleeing the attack on the Nova festival; he was then abducted and
taken to Gaza wh other hostages'®® It was feared that he might not have survived such a serious injury, but
201 days after his abduction, on 24 April 2024, Hamas released a video showing him alive for the first time
since his abduction?®” In the videq the stump below his left elbow appears to have healed reasonably well.

Two of the six hostages had been working at the Nova festival-pdar-old Eden Yerushalmi as a bartender

and 33-yearold Alexander Lobanov as a bar manager. The other two who attended the Nova festival were

27-yearold Almog Sarusi, who went with his gfriend, who was killed in the attack, and 25/earold Ori

Danino, an offduty soldier who reportedly tried to fight the assailants attacking the festival even though he

was unarmed?®® The sixth hostage, 46yearn k ¢ B  ql dk F s+ g ¢ addm ~actbsdc hm
her mother, Kinneret Gat, who she was visiting at the time and who was killed in the atté®® ~ q | d k - r

brother, Alon Gat, her sistein-law, Yarden Romai{Gat, and her niece, Geffen Gat, who were also visiting,

were all taken hostage. Alon and Geffen managed to escape the same day and Yarden was released in a

hostageprisoner exchange in late Novelwer 2023.

The Israeli military said it recovered the bodies of the six hostages from an underground tunnel in Rafah near
to the location where their forces had found another hostagé?-yearold Qaid Farhan Alkadi, alone, but

alive, in a tunnel on 27 August 202.4° It said the six hostages had been killed, seemingly to prevent a
possible rescue operation such as those in which six other hostages were freed, four of them from two
nearby buildings in Nuseirat refugee camp on 8 June 20241 and two from a house in the Shaboura

refugee camp in Rafah on 12 February 20242

A subsequent Israeli medical forensic examination concluded that the six hostages had been shot dead
shortly before their bodies were retrievett® The mother of Hersh GoldbergPolin told the news network CNN
that, according to the forensic report, her son was shot at close range from the left side, with a bullet going
through his left shoulder and his right hand, which he had apparently put up in@rotective posture, and

““Ft*gch m+ ®Sghm+ o kd+ ats g oox9 Egqddc Hrg dkh gnrs fdr gdtmhsdc vhsg
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September 2024, https://forward.com/opinion/658230/arakisraelihostageshersh-goldbergpolin
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“Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Gnrs fd B ' qgldk F's cdbk > gdc c¢cd ¢c+ ancx qdbnudqgdc eqnl
https://www.timesofisrael.com/takemtaptive-carmelgatseendoing-yogawith-hostagechildren

“WOMOQ+ ®Hrg dk r > xr hs qgqdrbtdc ° gnrs > fd entmc “knmd hm "m tmcdqgfgnt mec st
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/27/nxs1-5090950/israetgazahamaswarrescued-hostageqgaid-farhan-alkadi

M@0+ ®Gnv "m Hrg dkh g hc eqddc 3 gnrs ™ fdr ° nhtps:japnewsagam/artide/iskadl> r s 163 O kdr
palestinianshamas-war-hostagescasualties1458f5aldfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559

“2BMM+ ®Hrq dkh engbdr qdrbtd 1 gnrs fdr “r “hqgrsqghjdr jroékyk “~gntmc O0// O
2024), https://edition.cnn.com/2024/02/12/middleeast/israehostagesrescued-gazarafah-intl-hnk/index.html

““BShldr ne Hrqgq dk+ ®@t snorx ehmcr 5 gnrs $Hdrgwdqd rgOs Rdbkshakd dhilé8r s
https://www.timesofisrael.com/autopsiinds-6-hostagesshot-multiple-times-at-close-range-in-last48-72-hours
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/12/thin-pale-but-happy-freed-israeli-hostages-reunited-with-family
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-louis-har-and-fernando-marman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hostage-freed-in-rescue-op-says-hamas-guards-threatened-to-murder-him-in-captivity/
https://www.facebook.com/idfonline/posts/905687784926571
https://forward.com/opinion/658230/arab-israeli-hostages-hersh-goldberg-polin/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJeOoeCDgKw
https://abcnews.go.com/International/who-were-6-hostages-killed-gaza-funerals-israel-hersh-goldberg-polin/story?id=113322975
https://abcnews.go.com/International/who-were-6-hostages-killed-gaza-funerals-israel-hersh-goldberg-polin/story?id=113322975
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/sk2tfx05kl
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-carmel-gat-seen-doing-yoga-with-hostage-children/
https://www.npr.org/2024/08/27/nx-s1-5090950/israel-gaza-hamas-war-rescued-hostage-qaid-farhan-alkadi
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hostages-casualties-1458f5a1dfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559
https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-hostages-casualties-1458f5a1dfe7bd4d908231bb7090a559
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/02/12/middleeast/israel-hostages-rescued-gaza-rafah-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/autopsy-finds-6-hostages-shot-multiple-times-at-close-range-in-last-48-72-hours/

into the left side of his neck and exiting from the top of the right side of his head. He then seemingly fell on

his knees and was shot in the back of his head at very closeranféRgd ~ccdc sg s Dcdm Xdgtrg®
ancx v r kxhmf mdws sn Gdgrg-r "mc sg°s rgd g°'c “krn add
hostages.

Three statements posted by Abu Obaida, the® " rr °I Aqghf > cdr- ronjdrodgrnm+ nm rn

Rdosdladqg 1/13+ rddl hmfkx hm gdronmrd sn sgd Hrq dkh | hk
killed to prevent them from being rescued. In ther§t, he blamed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Mds > mx gt "mc sgd Hrg dkh "~ glx eng sgd cd sg ne sgd oqghr
dwbg ™ mfd 8d¢hr smgdigmr dbbnmc+ gd r hc sg s+ enkknvhmf vg' s gd
®&mdv hmrsqtbshnmr™ g c¢c addm hrrtdc sn sgnrd ft > gchmf gnr
sgd Hrg dkh ~ gl x ® o0o0qn “b3ghdnf® Mtgrddhhqg “osk " hbndb hnced nesd s dvmsrh nsny o
special forces on 8 June 2024 of four Israeli hostages from two apartments in the Nuseirat refugee camp in

Gaza, an operation in which scores of Palestinian civilians were kil He did not explicitly clarify what the

®&mdv hmrsqtbshnmr™ vdgd- Gnvdudg+ hm sgd sghgc onrs+ gd
through military pressure instead of making a deal will mean they return to their families in coffins. Their

e Il hkhdr Itrs bgnnrd9 dhsgdg cd ' ¢c ng "~ khud™ -

Amnesty International has concluded, based on all available evidence, that the six hostages were killed by
the AFQassam Brigades.

In 2025, the AFQassam Brigades stepped up threats to kill the remaining Israeli hostages. On 15 February
2025, they forced one of three Israeli hostages who were being released in a negotiated hostagner
exchange to hold an hourglass above a photaph of Matan Zangauker, one of the hostages still being held
in Gaza, in a threatening message that time was running out for the remaining hostafé<On 24 March
2025, the AFQassam Brigades issued yet another video with the same message, featuring two of the
remaining hostages pleading for a hostaggrisoner exchange deal as their only chance of surviva?.

The bodies of three of the most weknown hostages abducted on 7 October 2023, Argentinialsraeli Shiri

Bibas and her two sonst nine-month-old Kfir Bibas and fouryearold Ariel Bibast were finally returned to

their family on 21 February 2025 as part foa negotiated hostageprisoner exchange®?* Three weeks eatrlier,

theAFP " rr 1 Aqhf cdr gqgdkd rdc X gcdm Aha' r+ Rghgh-r1r gtra’ m
held separately from his wife and children since they were all abducted on 7 October 2023 from Nir Oz,

where they lived??

Shiri and her two sons were alive and unharmed when they were seen being abducted from Nir Oz on 7
October 2023#2% but, in a video datestamped 20 December 2024, a spokesperson of the Mujahideen
Brigades, the military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement, stated in a media interview that Shiri
and her two sons, whom they were holding hostage, were killed in ksmaeli air strike along with their

“BMM+ ®0O gqdmsr vgnrd rnm v r jhkkdc ax G'I r cdrbghad sgd bnmchshnmr ne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QflH4pZz9BM

415 Abu Obaida, Telegrampost: _ wuT Y @ IOF bl oo BYIh HEXpHEHW WYY op PuF bbuUs aK wHAsf bIOF Wt IOMG
ol FRiEp M HEP HoYebb B ane APl S BHIRA WK Z ® Nmk x Mds ™ mx " gt "~ mc sgd nbbto shnm ~qglx ad ' q et kk
prisoners after they deliberately obstructed any deal to exchange prisoners for narrow interests, in addition to their deali&éilling of

dozens of them throughdj d bs ~dgh” k anl a’ gc | dhtssi{/tme/spokésmahd2620/d2A6(madstption ffotn &he original

Arabic by Amnesty Internationg).

45 Abu Obaida, Telegrampost: bf ¢ an/ls b Bufpd PbARHIFeREp 3 EEhs gt A BHRERT PTHWEY M st FBvbk

ak CFtThcF aF be Za®V db brhcxb Fs nE Tdtu dugfxpnbmis bkd  gkx sg s “esdq sfghtersit rdhg s hmbhcd
charge of guarding the prisoners on how to deal with them in the event of the occupation army approaching their place ofrdsth n m™ \ + 1

September 2024, https://t.me/spokesman_2020/127(translation from the original Arabic byAmnesty Internationg|.

“"Rdd AAB+ ®Entq gnrs fdr gdrbtdc hm F y" “r gnrohs kr r > x rbngdr jhkkdc |
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd11z2j34k4o

The four hostagest Noa Argamani, Almog Meir Jan, Andrei Kozlov and Shlomi Ziwere abducted after attending the Nova festival.

48 Abu Obaida, Telegram posta N SACSFRNK 3R N Hp 57 1908 heh iR F p Bi8p p b BMBEMBRE B 0 p H 1, B HM K FOTR¥p Hbio

_ FFBpbE THO®MESs " mx gt -r hmrhrsdmbd nm eqddhmf oqghrnmdqgr sgqgntfg | hkhs  gx ¢
sn sgdhg e Il hkhdr hm bneehmr- Sgdhqg e | hk htgs//t.rhefspokesniag A020/1880 dhsgdg cd ¢ ngq
(translation from the original Arabic byAmnesty Internationg).

“NmdHmch® Mdvr+ ®G | "r engbdr gnrs fd H hg Gngm sn gnkaang20259f k" rr hm rgn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pjc6hDkI57Y N md Hmc h = Mealeasedthostage séndsrshocking message to

Mds " mx > gt9 =Shl d hr gt mimtpstfivwwmyowube.com/viath?E=DVeafxEo yg% 1/ 1 4 +

“2ONmdHmch™ Mdgdkd®Gdd "gnrs - fd rdmcr rgnbjhmf I drr fd sn Mds mx gt9 -Shld |

“2BMM+ ®Gt |l "m gqdl “hmr gdstgmdc ax G| r sn Hrg dk bnmehgldc “r sgnrd ne e
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shirbibas-body-gazaisraetintl-latam/index.html
2Ghmctrs " m Shldr+ ®G | 'r gdkd rdr X gcdm Aha'r+ ats sghr O%ghkkhmf 1/13 u

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p 2RO7pNDw
Z2MAB Mdvr+ ®Uhcdn rgnvr sgdAhaicrm ‘omdch mngdd g eb Rgkhogdhd Rha&kxa d@ 1" nr ft ml dm + 8 Nbs
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/videshowshamas-gunmen-kidnap-shiri-silberman-bibas-and-her-children-194724933949
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https://t.me/spokesman_2020/126
https://t.me/spokesman_2020/127
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cd11z2j34k4o
https://t.me/spokesman_2020/128
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=pjc6hDkl57Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWafxEo_ygY
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-body-gaza-israel-intl-latam/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2p_2RO7pNDw
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/video-shows-hamas-gunmen-kidnap-shiri-silberman-bibas-and-her-children-194724933949

captors#?* The AFQassam Brigades made a statement to the same effect and the Israeli army said it would
investigate the allegatiori?> Neither the Mujahideen Brigades nor the AQassam Brigades provided any
evidence to substantiate their claims.

After the bodies were returned to their family, the Israeli authorities said that forensic evidence showed that

the boys were killed by their captors in November 202®ut provided no evidence to substantiate their

clam*#Sgd chgdbsng ne Hrg dk-r M shnm k Bdmsdqgq ne Engdmr hb
evidence that Shiri Bibas had died in an explosion, disputing claims that she and her sons were killed in an

Israeli air strike??” However, to date neither he nor the Israeli military has provided any details about the

injuries they sustained. Amnesty International has not been able to obtain sufficient information to come to a

conclusion on this case.

Some hostages were accidentally killed by the Israeli military. The most vkelbwn case is that of Yotam

Haim, aged 28, Samer Talalka, aged 22, and Alon Shamriz, aged 26, all of whom were shot dead on 15
Cdbdladqg 1/12 hm sgd Rg taiCity-whexe'lsrapliddncésgvare facing signifcann e F vy
resistance from local Palestinian armed grougd8® The Israeli military took responsibility for these killings

promptly, whereas in the case of three other hostagasNik Beizer, Ron Sherman and Elia Toledanbit took

the army 10 months to announce that they had been killed in an air strike in Novembed23.42° Another

hostage, 25yearold Sahar Baruch, was reportedly killed in a failed rescue attempt in December 2024, but

neither the exact circumstances of his death nor the party responsible for it could be veriffé#l.

“2Uhcdn+ “u hk akd "s9 Lhcckd D'rs Dxd+ ®Lti ghcddm Aqmy2025¢dr 9 Hrg dkh "~ hqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2kyo4XRE

“BMM+ ®Hrg dk “rrdrrhmf G I r bk hl xntmfdrs gnrs > fd "mc e Il hkx Idladqgr
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/29/middleeast/kfibabasisraethamas-gazaintl/index.html; CNN,

®Lxrsdgx “~mc “mfthrg nudgq sgd e sd ne | hrrhmf Hrg dkh gnrs > fd Rghgh Aha’
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shirbibas-israethostagehamas-gazawar-whatwe-know-intl/index.html

“2%S5gd Hrg dkh | hkhs gx gdongsdc nm 10 Edaqt gx 1/ 14 sg redcldrengdmr hb dw | hm
@ghdk “mc Jehqg Aha'r =~vhsg sgdhg a > qd g mcr- vddj Captoremutdgreds gdhqgq j hcm™ oo h mf
bghkcgdm @yhdk “mc Jehqg Aha r =hm bnk btttps/nntimesofigréescgm/idbaygodgdioss a*~ gd g mcr -~ + ]
murdered-children-arieland-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands

“2”Shl dr ne Hrg dk+ ®Engdmrhbr bghde bnmehglr HC ne ancx ne Rghgh Aha’ r+ m
https://www.timesofisrael.com/forensieshief-confirms-id-of-body-of-shiri-bibas-no-evidence she-died-in-explosion

“BAAB+ ®Hrg dk F 'y 9 Gnrs fdr rgns ax HCE ots nts =RNR- rhfm vghssdm vhsg
https://www.bbc.com/news/worleniddle-east67745092

“2O0AR+ ®Hrg dk r > xr =ghfg ogna’ ahkhsx- hsr nvm “hqgrsqghjd jhkkdc 2 gnrs”fd
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israedayshigh-probability-its-own-airstrike-killed-3-hostagesin-gazalastnovember

“Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Qdongs9 E hkdc HCE q hc sg' s qdrtksd2 hm cd sg ne gnr
December 2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/repefdiled-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage saharbaruch-was-

meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2kyo4x-TRE
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/29/middleeast/kfir-babas-israel-hamas-gaza-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/21/middleeast/shiri-bibas-israel-hostage-hamas-gaza-war-what-we-know-intl/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-captors-murdered-children-ariel-and-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-captors-murdered-children-ariel-and-kfir-bibas-with-their-bare-hands
https://www.timesofisrael.com/forensics-chief-confirms-id-of-body-of-shiri-bibas-no-evidence-she-died-in-explosion/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67745092
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israel-says-high-probability-its-own-airstrike-killed-3-hostages-in-gaza-last-november
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-failed-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage-sahar-baruch-was-meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-failed-idf-raid-that-resulted-in-death-of-hostage-sahar-baruch-was-meant-to-rescue-noa-argamani

6. HOSTAGEKING AND
SEIZURE OF BODIES

Palestinian assailantsconsisting offightersin military-style clothingand armed or unarmedmen in civilian
clothing, seized 251 people during the Hamaded attacks on 7 October 2023 and forcibly brought them to
Gaza. The majority of these 251 people were seized alive and held hostage, but, in 36 casegortedly,
Palestinian assailants seized the bodies of people killed during the attacks.

Of the 251 people seized, 27 were soldiers on active duty at their assigned positions (that is, not on leave).
The vast majority of the remaining 224 people were civilians. They comprised 124 men, 64 women and 36
children. Most of the 251 people seized were Jewish Israelis, including some with dual nationality. Seven
were Bedouin citizens of Israel. At least 35 wefforeign nationals.

Sites of reported abductions of civilians in Israel

Mefalsim

[} Kfar Azza
Nahal 0z

@
Alumim

Be'eri

Nova festival

]
Y Re'im
Kissufim
Nirim
@ Psyduck festival
[ ]

Nir Oz @ Magen

Nir Yitzhak @ Yesha
Holit ™
[ J

Sites of reported abductions, based on Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project
(https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en) and October 7th Geo-Visualization Project, Mapping the
Massacre (https://oct7map.com).
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Hamas announced that its forces seized soldiers during the 7 October 2023 attacks, but denied they were

responsible for abducting civilians, blaming this on other Palestinian assailants. However, Amnesty

International concluded, on the basis of ample evidee, that fighters from the AlQassam Brigades, the

military wing of Hamas, abducted civilians from multiple locations. It also concluded that assailants in civilian

clothing, whose affiliation, if any, Amnesty International could not determingbducted civilians, sometimes

operating alongside fighters from the ADassam Brigades. It was not able to determine whether other armed

groups captured soldiers or abducted civilians. It documented evidence that fighters, likely including fighters

from both the AlQassam Brigadesandthe A@pr ° L > qsxqgr - Aghf cdr+ rdhydc anchdr
to Gaza.

Hamasand Palestinian Islamic Jihad held people and bodies seized during the attacks for days, weeks,
months or, in some casespvertwo yearsin Gaza. Their leaders made it cleat in statements they made

and videos of hostages they issuetl that they were holding people seized during the attacks under threat of
harming or continuing to hold them to compel action from the Israeli authoritiescinding the release of
Palestinians in Israeli detention, recognizing that such videos would lead to public presson the Israeli
government. The Palestinian Mujahideen Movement also likely held hostages from Israel in Gaza.

The seizure and holding of civilians by Palestinian armed groups to compel the Israeli authorities to take or
refrain from taking specific actions as a condition for releasing or not killing or injuring them constitutes
hostagetaking, which is prohibitedunder international humanitarian law. As Hamas made it clear that
soldiers were being held not to remove them from the battlefield, but to compel action from the Israeli
authorities, the holding of soldiers also constitutes hostaggking. The seizure ancholding of the bodies of
people killed amounts to a violation of the prohibition on mistreatment of bodies under international
humanitarian law.

HOSTAGEKING AND SEIZURE OF BODIES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW

Taking hostages is a serious violation of international humanitarian law and constitutes a war cfithe.
Hostagetaking is defined as involving the seizing, detention or otherwise holding one or more persons,
who are civilians or person$iors de combat where the perpetrator threatens to kill, injure or continue to
detain such persons, with the intention to compel specified entities including a state to act or refrain
from acting as an explicit condition for the safety or release of such person or parsé*? Soldiers
captured by armed groups arenors de combatas they are in the power of the adverse party®

International law requires those holding civilian hostages to release them immediately and
unconditionally. Those holding soldiers must immediately stop holding them as hostag¥s.

International humanitarian law also requires those holding soldiers as captives to treat them humanely
all times, and grant them access to the ICRC and communication with their familigs.

International humanitarian law prohibits abuse and itteatment of dead bodies*® Parties to a conflict
must endeavour to facilitate the return of the remains of the deceased upon request of the party to
which they belong or upon the request of their next of kifi’

“1 See, for example, Geneva Conventions, Common ArticleRjyme Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and

(c)(iii); ICRC, Customary IHL, Rules 96 and 156.

432 The ICC Elements of Crimes sets out the following elements to constitute the war crimes of hostage taking in @nmemational armed

confict®Sgd odgodsqg sng sggd sdmdc sn jhkk+ hmitgd ng bnmshmtd sn cds hm rthb
State, an international organization, a natural or legal person or a group of persons to act or refrain from acting as dicixqy implicit

condition for the safety or the release of such person or persons. Such person or persons were eitbes de combat or were civilians,

medical personnel or religious personnel taking no active part in the hostilities. The perpetrator was aware of the facir@lrostances that

established this status. The conduct took place in the context of and was associated withaamed conflict not of an international

bg g bsdg- Sgd odgodsqg sng v r v . qd ne e bst k bhgElenientsof mbdr sg s dr s alk
Crimes, Article7* 2 (' b (' hhh( -

43 See, for example, ICRC, ICRC Casebook, Hors de Comlitips://casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/hede-combat

44 Rome Statute, Article 8(2)(a)(viii) and (c)(iii); ICRC, Customary IHL, Rule 96.

45 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 99.

4% ]CRC, Customary IHL, Rules 90, 113 and 158CC Statute, Article 8(2)(b)(xxi) and (c)(ii). According to the ICC Elements of Crimes, the

v q bghld ne ntsqg fdr tonm odqgqrnm k chfmhsx “~krn "ookhHis sn cd ' c o
understood that the victimneednns odgrnm  kkx ad “~v ' qd ne sgd dwhr sdmbdCCEementgd gt | h
of Crimes, Article7 * 1 (' a("' wwh(+ em- 38-

47 |CRC, Customary IHL, Rule 114.
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NUMBERS

Amnesty International primarily based its figures for those seized on 7 October 2023=database
produced by the Israeli newspaper Haaret?® However, it also crosshecked other datasets, including
information published by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs (regarding hostages or bodies that were
released or rescued)?* the Israeli military (particularly for details about soldiers and the specific
locations from which individuals were seizedf Hr g~ dk-r m>  shnm  k rnbh’ k
in captivity)#! and other governments (for information about their nationals) and other Israeli civil
society documentation initiative4#?

While the sources are broadly consistent with each other, they do not list the nationality or nationalities
of all the individuals seized on 7 October 2023)or do theyspecify in all cases whether individuals were
soldiers or civilians. In some, but not all, cases Amnesty International was able to supplement the
information in these datasets with details from other sources.

6.1ABDUCTION OF CIVILIAN HOSTAGES

A total of 224 peoplet 124 men (or their bodies), 64 women (or their bodies) and 36 children (all then alive)
+ were seized on 7 October 2023 from civilian communities such as kibbutzim where they lived or worked,
as well as the Nova festival site and staunding areas. The vast majority of them we@vilians**® The
youngest was less than a year old. Nine were aged over 80.

Hamas has claimed that it did not plan to take civilians hostage and that Hamas forces were not involved in
abducting civilians from southern Israel, while appearing to blame the abduction of civilians on unaffiliated
civilians who crossed over from Gazauding the attacks. Saleh ARrouri, then Deputy Head of the Political
Bureau of Hamas, made a statement on 12 October 2023:

®The young fighters from tii@a&sam [Brigades] captured army [soldiers] and brought them back to Gaza. Are
there civilians who were captured? There are ordinary people who went in and seized people and brought them

a bj sn F' vy - Hostoharm eithempason@rs or Civilians nohcamsitdTims is the official

onr h* hnm- —

Hm ®Nt g M gq sd@pdf BH&dgctshnimr@k dc nm 10 | "mt qgx 1/13+ G’

happened during Operaton A@p r © Eknnc-r hlokdl dms shnm ctd sn sgd qgq oh
ty

and military system, and the chaos causedalén s gd anqcdg ®qgd r vhsg F

Gnvdudqg+ @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm> k cnbtldmsdec ° vd ksg ne du
unaffiliated civilians from Gaza may have been involved in abducting civilians, visual and other evidence

collected by Amnesty International identifies elear pattern in which the AlQassam Brigades, the military

wing of Hamas, targeted civilians, including children and older people, for abduction in multiple civilian

locations. These abductions involved fighters seizing civilians outside the vicinitgoey military target,

forcing families out of safe rooms in their homes or hunting unarmed young people across the Nova festival

“®Haaretz,4 * _* T440 A4 _x L. 1x . *1 4 Z®Ts0%, sdici k*hrIss ne_ sig'nk!d, j hcsm 0oo0dc hm F y"~
gdkd rdc ° mc v gn,2%hJanuans2b2b,kitpsy/mwvbhaases lealilmews/2028 1-25/ty-article-magazine/0000019483dd-

dbbb-abf4-dbfd032d0000 (in Hebrew, accessed on 31 July 202% (Haaretz hostages databage An English version including fewer details

hr “u hk > akd "s9 G "qdsy+ ®Gnrs  fdr gdkc htpx/weny.HadretzZombthgadetzm™ | dr ne sgnrd = ac
explains/202310-22/ty-article-magazine/hostageseld-by-hamasthe-names-of-those-abducted-from-israel/0000018b-55f8-d5d2-afef-

d5fdd04e0000 (accessed on 31 July 2025).

“Hrq dk+ Lhmhrsgx ne Engdhfm @ee hgqr 'LE@(+ ®Rvngcr ne BBgme9 Gnrs fdr "~ m
2025, https://www.gov.il/en/pages/hostagesnd-missing-personsreport (accessed on 31 August 2025).

WIDF,e X, L X, ixs 1 s { BMB®73Y_ Vi gs ctdieclvgnrd m Il dr vdgd “kknvdc sn ad otakh
https://www.idf.ilf 1 .- 1s. v 1 fin Hehrewaécessed on 20 April 2025.

41 |srael, National Insurance Institute, s * 1 ¥ ¢ % | {Chsualties ofHostilitied,

https://laad.btl.gov.il/Web/He/TerrorVictims/Page/Default.asfix Hebrew).

“2 See, for example, Kan, the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporatien§ , .+ + 4, x11s = x _— Z®Hr.q dk_Tis_ Vv g9~ Khrs ne

m I dr ne sgnrd j htipsiivwewkdncorgfi/lmbbyFkidyappedin-Hebrew).

43 Amnesty Internationals aware of two cases in which individuals seized in civilian locations were soldiers on leave. See section 6.2

®Rdhytgd ne | hkhs gx b oshudr -

“4 Al Jazeeraf X N1 wtpcec XTPpA nAK webhpUbe wbp Z@WCuWMi sxWedCkcAMWeEGEd " whgc lOnkhphbHIOK lal
Il “yddg 9 Sghr hr " m “cu mbdc a sskd nm sgd o sg sn ntq odnokd-r egddcnl ~\
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAgZA0GDel(itanslation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty Internationg).

“G'l " r Ldch® Neehbd+ ®Nt@prM dEnslcud£ oa-@dgnsmhkm @bhsdc(+ oo- 6
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https://www.gov.il/en/pages/hostages-and-missing-persons-report
https://www.idf.il/%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%94/
https://laad.btl.gov.il/Web/He/TerrorVictims/Page/Default.aspx?ID=44071
https://www.kan.org.il/lobby/kidnapped
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAqZA0GDe1M&rco=1

site and surrounding areas as they tried to hide or fleAmnesty International also documented evidence
that assailants in civilian clothingwhose affiliation, if any, the organization could not determinabducted
civilians while operating alongside fighters from the-@assam Brigades.

Hamas also defended its actions on 7 October 2023 by noting that all Israeli adults are subject to mandatory
military service, implicitly questioning the civilian status of Israeli adults in genet& While a small number

of people seized in civilian locations may have been soldiers on leave, the overwhelming majority were
civilians.

6.1.1CIVILIAN COMMUNITIES

Palestinian assailants took civilian hostages from multiple kibbutzim and other civilian communities near the
Gaza perimeter fence. In some places, they took two or three generations of people from the same family
hostage. They also took young children htage immediately after their parents were killed. Many of those
captured from civilian homes were hiding in their safe rooms and forced out. Amnesty International verified
visual evidence and received testimonies about the abduction of at least 37 civiidrom kibbutzim.

JEWISH ISRAELIS

Most of the civilians abducted from civilian communities were Jewish Israelis.

Shoshan Haran, the founder and president of Fair Planet, an Israeli development NGO, and a member of

Women Wage Peace, a grassroots peace movement, was taken hostage with six other members of her family

and held hostage by Hamag” Rgnr g~ m+ vgn khudc hm Ad-dgh “mc v 'r “fdc 5
International that, after receiving a WhatsApp messageat®2l v > gmhmf ne ® m hmehksq shnnm
the kibbutz, she sheltered in her safe room with members of her family who were visiting for the Jewish

holidays. They included her daughter Adi Shoham,a3garn k¢ or xbgnknf hr s+-yéeammc @ch-r gt

nkc Sk Rgng Il + vgn vnqgjdc enq °~ rnk g dhidtep,fNavehbnl o™ mx- S
Rgng I "mc X gdk Rgng I+ “fdc dhfgs = mearoklgstedrd gdr odbshud

k> v+ Rg gnm @uhf eyragoid-taughtargc No&wAvigdorifler hustiaid, Avshalom Haran,

the66-yearnk ¢ bg  hg ne sgd jhaatsy-r atrhmdrr nodq shnmr+ qdl

prepared to defend his family.

Shoshan said:

®@gntmc 7 |1+ vd rs gqgsdc gd ghmf rgntsr hm @ ahb+
fdsshmf bknrdg- Sk Il drr fdc I x gtra > mc "~ mc r hc+ -
came to the safe room, and he landréaeinforcing the handle of the safe room door while the rest of us hid

under the beds. The terrorists entered our house and shot through the safe room door. We saw the bullets come
sggntfg sgd cnng+ ats s g dstwentogtdandwe thoughkfdramomerda gd "~ j hn
that maybe we were saved. But jiségalorought a bulldozer to the house to force open the safe room

windowl'hey managed to force apart two sections of the metal window. Tal and my husband realized the
sdqgnghrsr bntkc d rhkx sggnv °~ fqgdm cd sggntfg sgd
enough and the terrorists had grenades. Attthaemzine ourselves up and surrentiéred.

Shoshan told Amnesty International that the armed men took her husband, Avshalom, and her -Soitaw,

Tal, first. It was the last time she saw her husband. Shortly after this, they pulled Shoshan, Adi, Sharon and

the three children+ Naveh, Yahel and Noant through the window. Outside, armed men surrounded them,

rgnt shmf ® hg c+ ihg c - Nmd rgntsdc " s -asngndll- hnRgdnf khr g+
said the armed men abducted them from the kibbutz at approximately 10.30am and then took them to

Gaza.

Shoshan, Adi, Naveh, Yahel, Sharon and Noam were held in Gaza until 25 November 2023. Shoshan said

sg s+ ctghmf sgd ®gngghexhmf 4/ ¢ xr ne b oshuhsx + sgdx
captors#*® Shoshan said she knew they were from Hamaas when she and her family arrived in Gaza after

sgdhg “~actbshnm egnl Ad-dgh+ sgdx vdgd engbdc sn | " jd

“G 1 "r Ldch® Neehbd+ ®Nt@prM dEnslcudE oadddhnsmhkm @bhsdc(+ o- 8-
4“7 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025.
48 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025. See also Shoshan Haran, Presentation to the UN Security Coundilay6

2024, shared by Shoshan Haran withmnesty Internationabn 17 September 2024 and available abaJobnikk ®J hcm®  oodc ax G | "r 9 Cq-
Rgnrg " m G g m-r g  gqgnvhmf s dhttgsiwwwiyoutube.somsvatch?viSRO2WGAy@YUL *~ x 1/ 1 3 +
“WLE@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mec | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdongs  'oqduhntrkx
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD02WGqqOYU

hostages of Hamag®® She was also able to speak at length in English to one of her captors, who told her he

was with Hamas. He warned her that, if she and her relatives were releas#itty should leave Israel, as

there would be further and more powerful attacks like the one on 7 October 2023. Shoshan told Amnesty

International that the men holding her would routinely make calls to an unknown individual whom she
presumedtobeacommand g sn gdongs nm gdgqg e | hkx-r rs > str- Rgd "~ kr
man who said he was holding Tal came to the apartment in which she and her family were being detained,

informed them Tal was still alive and passed news of their status battkTal#5!

Tal was held hostage separately until he was released on 22 February 2025, after 505 days in captivity. He

spent eight and a half months of that time heldinatunnéf?’Hs v r nmkx ~esdq Rgnrg m-r qgd
kd gms sgd e sd ne gdgqg gtra mc+ @urg knl G g m+ "mc nsgd
murdered after we were forced out of the safe room, as were my sisté0{yearold Lilach Kipnig, my

brother-in-law [Eviatar Kipnj and his carer [42-yearold Paul Vincent Castelvi, a Filipino nationhlwho also

k hudc hm “°Whenh Ananasty international spoke to Shoshan in July 2025, around 18 months after

she had been released, she described the difficulty of putting her life back together aftee attack and said

rgd g ' ¢c mns xds qdstgmdc sn Ad-dqh-

Sghgsx odnokd vdqgd $@ dunh cgdnnr su dfqgdh eehgdncl aAxd -@lgnhd-r s x Hmsdgm™ s
a woman, 56yearold Raz Ben Ami, being forced to walk out of the kibbutz through the breached fence

surrounding it#5® She is wearing pyjamas, is barefoot and is surrounded by a group of men, some of whom

are dressed in civilian clothing and some of whom are armed fighters of unclear affiliation. Raz was released

on 29 November 2023%%¢ She later said that she and her husband were abducted from their safe rodf.In

an image reviewed by Amnesty International that she identified in a media report as being of her husband,

55-yearold Ohad Ben Ami, he is seen in a Ehirt and boxer shorts, flanked by two armed fighters of

unknown affiliation**Nmd ne Q 'y “~mc Ng c-r c tfgsdqr+ Dkk™ Adm @l h+
Hmsdgm shnm k °~ I nmsg "esdqg gdg o gqdmsr- "~ actbshnm+ bnme
g hrhmf bnmbdgmr hm o gs¥®bgkcag tdnbghgdg Insgdd-jfhgdt kyg
was released on 8 February 2025 as part of the JanuaRebruary 2025 hostageprisoner exchanget!

Four members of the Bibas family were taken hostage from Nir Oz: Shiri Bibas, her husband, Yarden Bibas,
and their two young sons, Kfir and Ariel Bibas. In a video verified by Amnesty International, a group of men,
including at least one fighter whose affation cannot be ascertained, other armed men and unarmed
individuals in civilian clothing, are seen drilling into the front door of a house, likely in Nir Oz, seemingly to
break in. Shiri is outside in the early morninéf? clutching her two children to her chest and draping what
looks like a blanket around them while they are surrounded by armed men, some in civilian clothing and at
least one possibly in militanstyle clothing?®® Amnesty International could not identify any affiliation these
armed men had to specific Palestinian armed groups, if any. According to online reports, Shiri was a former

40 This video has not been publicly released.

%1 They learnt after Tal was released that he had received this information.

42 Interview by video call with Shoshan Haran, 9 July 2025.

*“Hmsdquhdv ax uhcdn b kk vhsg Rgnrg m G g m+ 8 Itkx 1/ 2fet- @urg knl-r cd’ .
dw l okd+ G "gqgdsy+ ®Hrq dk-r cd ' c9 Sgd m I dr e Isgnrd gj wR0@Bc Nbms n@dlg  r ~ ss°
https://www.haaretz.com/haaretexplains/2023 10-19/ty-article-magazine/israelsdead-the-names-of-those-killed-in-hamas-massacres
and-the-israekhamas-war/0000018b-325¢-d450-a3af-7b5cf0210000

“sSghr hr “bbngchmf sn sgd Hrgq dkh "~ gl x-r inedq’ &K A m*Zxk®&Hhmusddresshhffl “sshhnnnm nhems n
sgd a’sskd ° shtpbhvewaidsilly - AH* G RIN 1 - [ < A X4« F 7 il A1 BB 950 441 4k Hebrew,

accessed on 7 March 2025). Some other sources mention 31 hostages.

%5 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 23 October 2023 and heldeolyfil

Amnesty International Q' y Adm @ h hcdmshehdc gdgrdke hm ° qgdbngcdc otakhb dudms " r
Adm @ h- H v r jhcm oodc eqnl Jhaatsy Ad-dgh nm Nbsnadqgq 6sg- H v 'r qgdkd" r
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq8RTRrXPMQ

LE@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdongs 'oqduhntrkx |
“"Qdbngcdc otakhb dudms- Rdd Xhrgndk Qnkk+ ®H "1 Q'y Admdd&@tkerh- H v ' r jhcm
4 3 ¢ ‘(previeusly cited).

“Qdbngcdc otakhb dudms- Rdd Xhrgndk Qnkk+ ®H "I Q'y Adm @ h~ '"ogduhntr kx
%% SeeAmnesty Internationat ® Hr ¢ * dk. NOS9 G | "r “mc nsgdq “qldc fgntor Itrs qdkd rd bhu

7 November 2023, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israept-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-releasecivilian-
hostagesand-treat-all-captiveshumanely

@mnsgdq ne Q' vy ° nyuli BdrgAmg spoke to the niedisathaytrthe abduction. See, for exampi24News report, 22

Nbsnadqg 1/12+ “~u hk akd ~s9 hl13Mdvr+ W onrs9 ®Salnhfm fstkgedn rdr cdtw o qgdr
F y > "\ + 11 Nitps/ixaohi24NEWS FR/status/171615534095633646(@n French).

“WRdd+ enqg dw lokd+ ° rs sdldms ax sgd TJ aq mbg ne sgd Gnmhad fdr “mc Lhrr
Adm @ h ' 44 (  hitpsZ/iwwwiin rarh.¢om/Bringhomenow_uk/p/GJIrSNALR/?img_index=1
%1 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited);E @+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr q

462 Amnesty Internationadeduced the approximate time based on its analysis of the position of the sun and the positioning and size of the
shadows visiblein the image.
463 VVideoposted on the websitehttps://www.hamasmassacre.neton an unknown date and heldon file by Amnesty International
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xq8RTRrXPMQ
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-release-civilian-hostages-and-treat-all-captives-humanely/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/11/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-release-civilian-hostages-and-treat-all-captives-humanely/
https://x.com/i24NEWS_FR/status/1716155340956336460
https://www.instagram.com/bringhomenow_uk/p/C7-JIrSNdLR/?img_index=1
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/

education worker and bookkeeper, and was aged 32 at the time of her abductith.The two children were

reported as aged four and 10 month4® One of the men surrounding them can be heard in the video telling

ehfgsdqr hm O kdrshmh™ m @ ahb sn ognsdbs gdg adb trd rg
two children are later seen in two videos under the control of a group of men,eoof whom is armed, forcing

them into a car“®® The videos, which were verified by Amnesty International, were released by the Israeli

military, which stated that it obtained them, during military operations, from footage recorded on surveillance

cameras on an outpost in the city of Khan Younis, in Gazbelonging to the Mujahideen Brigades, the

military wing of the Palestinian Mujahideen Movement’ A man reported to be a field commander in the

Mujahideen Brigades was filmed by Middle East Eye saying that the Mujahideen Brigatlad held Shiri and

her two children together in Gaz&5®

Hm "~ mnsgdg uhcdn udghehdc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ Rghq
motorcycle with three armed men, including one driving it, in civilian clothing in Ga#4.Yarden has blood

on his face and hands. He is reported in the media to have been a weldét.In November 2023, a

recording of Yarden was released by Hamas, showing him in their custddyIn the video, which was

reviewed by Amnesty International, he is visibly distraugtit. Captions in Arabic at the start of the video say

that Shiri Bibas and her two children were killed by Israeli air strikes. Yarden thaddresseslsraeli Prime

Lhmhrsdg Admi "I hm Mds mx gt+ trhmf ghr mhbjm | d9 ®Ahah+
bghkcqgdm+ ° k k*3 Hegthers plebids fpr'their bodies th heeedurned home. Yarden was released

on 1 February 2025. The bodies of Shiri and their two children were returned to Israel on 20 and 21

February 202547 Yarden has since his release stated publicly that he, his wife and two children had been

sheltering in their safe room when their home was attacked and they were abductéd.

Dozens of other people were abducted from Nir GZ A 49-yearold teacher, Liat Atzili, described to

Amnesty International being taken hostage from this kibbutz. She said she hid in her safe room while the

kibbutz was attacked and that at first some people in civilian clothing came and opened the safe rodoor,

asked her for money and left when she said she did not have any. They were soon, however, followed by

"qldec Idm- Rgd r hc9 ®Svn odnokd “~ggqhudc+ "~ gldc+ hm t mhe
me. | walked around the house a little bitgd x kds | d s~ jd sghmfr-— Rgd r hc sg s
with another person from the kibbutZ/” but was separated from this person on arrival in Gaza. She told

Amnesty International that guards holding her told her that they were members of Hamas, and recounted

being visited by other Hamas members during her time in captivitwhom she understood to be more senior

"mc ®cnhmf sgd gntmcr adsvddm "o gsldmsr~ vgdgd gnrs’  fdr
between apartments several times, seeing two Thai hostages being handcuffed and taken out of one

apartment, and beingheld with another Israeli hostage for a time. She also described being questioned by a

man she was told by other guards was a more senior Hamas member and asked about any military affiliation

she might have. Liat was released on 29 November 202%

Four members of the Angel family were also abducted from Nir @2.According to accounts from their
family members recorded by the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation, Kan,-pdar-old RonenAngeland
51-yearold Karina Angel were taken from their home in the morning of 7 October 2023 and their two

44 See, for example, Blue Ribbons for Life, Shiri Bibas, updated on 22 February 202ftps://www.blueribbons.life/families/shitbibas

% Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).

4% Two videos and a montage of screenshots posted tye IDF on X on 19 February 2024 and held on file bpmnesty International

“"Rdd+ enq dw Il okd+ Shldr ne Hrg dk+ ®Aha'r e | hkx gnodr bruadyv uhcdn ne | hec
2024, https://www.timesofisrael.com/bibagamily-hopes-new-video-of-kidnapped-mom-and-kids-shocksworld-into-action

“Lhcckd D'rs Dxd+ E bdannj onrs9 ®Lti ghcddm Aghf > cdr 95Hrg dkh "~ hqgrsqghjd
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2070060606776118

%9 Video posted by Kan news on X on 17 April 2024 and held on file Bymnesty International

““Rdd+ enq dw Il okd+ G "gdsy+ ®Nedg J kcdgnm+ X gcdm Aha nuatymc Jdhsg Rhdfd
2025, https://www.haaretz.com/israehews/2025-01-31/ty-article/.premium/theseare-the-israelthostagessetto-be-releasedby-hamas-on-
saturday/00000194-bb5f-d69b-a3b7-bb7f12d80000

“M“Rdd+ enqg dw Il okd+ Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®G | r gdkd rdr oqgno  f  mc"’ uhcdn qdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamasleasespropagandavideo-regardingthe-bibas-family

472 Video bearing the logo of the Military Media of the-@assam Brigades, posted by ABNA24 on its website on 7 January 2024 and held

on file by Amnesty International

4 Translation from the original Hebrew into English bdmnesty International

““Rdd rdbshnm 4-2 ®Jhkkhmf ne gnrs > fdr hm F y = -

““Rdd+ enqg dw | okd+ Rjx Mdvr+ ®Sgntr mcr khmd rsqddsr hm Hrq dk eng Aha’ r
https://news.sky.com/story/thousandéine-streetsin-israeHor-bibas-family-funeralprocession13317329

476 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).

477 Name withheld but held on file byAmnesty International

78 |Interview in person with Liat Atzili, 8 September 2024 (translations from the original Hebrew into EnglistAbynesty Internationg). See
alsoLE@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdongs
47® Haaretz hostages databasépreviously cited)

ogduhntr kx
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daughters, YuvalAngeland Mika Angel aged 11 and 18 respectively, were taken shortly afterwaré$. Four

uhcdnr vdgd onrsdc nm Qnmdm-r E bdannj “bbntms+ rddl hmfk
destruction of the perimeter fence surrounding Gaza, close to Nir Oz, at around 12pm on 7 October 2623.

Karina, Yuval and Mika were released on 27 November 2023 after spending 52 days captive in G8Zza.

Ronen was killed while in captivityhis body was returnedas part ofa hostageprisoner exchange deal in

October 2025483

Gabriela Leimbergaged 60, and four of her family members were taken hostage from the kibbutz of Nir

Yitzhak#%4 Video verified by Amnesty International shows the moment Gabriela and heryiéarold

daughter, Mia Leimberg, were abducted and driven out of the kibbutz in a pickup truck, with two armed

men sitting behind and one motorcycle in frontof therf®*F > aghdk >+ Lh® “mc F aghdk ™ -r r hi
Marman, were released on 28 November 2023 in a hostagwisoner exchange!®®*at s F  aghdk ™ -r ~ mc Bk
brother, Fernando Marman and 70-yearold LuisHa# Bk " g  -r o > gsmdqg+ qgq@®MThehmdc hm b’ c
were rescued by the Israeli military on 12 February 2024 in an operation that killed around 100

Palestinians!s®

PALESTINIANBEROUINTIZENS OF ISRAEL

While most of the people taken hostage from civilian communities were Jewish Israelis, Palestinian assailants
also abducted seven Palestinian or Bedouin citizens of Israel (or their bodié®)They included four

members of the same family of Bedouin citizens of Israel, who lived in an unrecognized Bedouin village in
the Negev/Nagab region of southern Israel: 58earold Youssef Zayadna and his four children, 2¢earold
Hamza Zayadna, 1#yearold Aisha Zayadna and 18yearold Bilal Zayadna'*®® They were abducted from

Holit, where Youssef was working in farmirf§* Aisha and Bilal were released on 30 November 202832 The
bodies of Youssef and Hamza were retrieved by the Israeli military from Gaza on 7 January 262Bmnesty
International was not able to determine the circumstances of their deaths family member of theirs, Salem
Naif, who was also working that day in another part of the same kibbutz and had brought his two children
with him, described toAmnesty International how fighters captured him and his children when they attacked
the kibbutz and tried to take him and his children hostage. He said he and his children managed to
escape?o

480 Kan, Nir Oz: Angel Familyhttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nifoz/angel(accessed on 10 April 2025). See also Mapping the Massacre,

Yuval Engelhttps://oct7map.com/YuvalEngefaccessed on 10 April 2025).

“1J° m+ Mhqg Ny9 @mfdk E Il hkx 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc (- SA@niestythtematianal ®r sngx onr sdc
deduced the approximate time based on its analysis tife positioning and size of the shadows visibie the videos.

®Xmds+ ®J ghm™ Dmfdk jdos Inrskx "o gs eqnl c¢c tfgsdgr ctghmf b oshuhsx +
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/sj6e2cvb6

483 Haaretz hostages databasépreviously cited) Conflicting accounts indicate that Ronen Angel was killed by either an Israeli air strike or

his captors.Amnesty Internationag ~ r mns addm ~akd sn bnggnang sd dhsgdg “~bbntms- Rdd+ enq
Aghf > cdr gdud kr hcdmshshdr ne ent q htoswwa.&alrcomgren/middieedst/atgadsdmk dc hm ° rsqghj d = -
brigadesreveatidentities-of-4-israelihostageskilled-in-gazaairstrikes/3160375 Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Qnmdm Dmfdk+ 439 Og
v r = kv xr r | hkhmfupdated 2D Qctolfed2b2%) hitps:/fvwwi.timesdfisrael.com/ronemnget54-photographerdad-

who-was-alwayssmiling

44 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited);E @+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgqnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr g
5 Video posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 6 December 2023 and held on fil&tmnesty International

F aghdk"® hcdmshehdr gdgqrdke “~mc Lh° r sgd odnokd hm sMa@andhcdn hm ° Il dch”
sgdhg cnf Adkk 9 Qdkd rdc gnr s’ f dtps:/swwkyputubeccont/vatchPv=oYsukwShe§Q@ + 00 Edaqgqt " gx 1/ 1
WLE@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdongs 'oqduhntrkx |

“’Shldr ne Hrq dk+ ®Enql ébg ogsrhrush'sfxd+ ondredk dkbds'rq n ne skdhge dg dognrgsdkd " rd ~+ 14 Mnudl a
https://Iwww.timesofisrael.com/formehostagereflects-on-life-post-captivity-one-yearafter-her-release

48 See Amnesty Internationat ® Hr ¢ * dk. NOS9 G | r "mc nsgdq “qgqldc fgntor Iltrs hlldch ™ sdkx
July 2024, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israept-hamas-and-other-armed-groupsmust-immediatelyreleasecivilians-

held-hostagein-gaza

49 Haaretz hostages database (previously citedymnesty Internationahas received testimony or spoken to people confirming the

abduction of five of these individuals.

4% See Kan, Kan 7.10.360 Digital Memorial Project, Holit, Alziadana famihttps://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/alziadangaccessed 13

May 2025).
1 Interview in person with Salem Naif, 5 August 2024; Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).
42 Interview in person with worker at Holit (name withheld), 5 August 2024;E @+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrh

(previously cited).
CAAB+ ®Hr g dkh I hkhs > gx r > xr ancx ne Adcnthm gnrs fd entmc hm F' 'y~ + 7 |
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jdutps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygyl8r2jgo Shl dr ne Hr g dk+ ®HCE bnmehgql

gnrs fd G ly" Yhx cmd+ ¢  x "~ esdq e httpg/bvgw.tknesbfisraetlcem/iktortiirms-deathogdr s~ + 0/ |~ mt °~ g>»
hostagehamzaziyadne day-after-fatheryousseflaid-to-rest Sh1 dr ne Hrgq dk+ ®Ancx ne | tgcdgdc G| "r gnrs f

sn Hrq dk °~ mc hcdmdtipse/wdwetimesof@rgel.com/takertaptixe-hdmzalzigatine rahatresidentworking-in-kibbutz-

holit

Rdd “krn Mdv Xnaqj S+ ®\ggn Qdmr bEdgg Gmrsk fd>"+ 16 @t ftrs 1/ 13+
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/world/middleeast/whis-gaid-farhan-al-gadi-israethostage.html

%4 Interview in person with Salem Naif, 5 August 2024.
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-fernando-marman-beloved-handyman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-argentine-born-louis-har-and-fernando-marman/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/nir-oz/angel
https://oct7map.com/YuvalEngel
https://www.ynetnews.com/magazine/article/sj6e2cvb6
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/al-qassam-brigades-reveal-identities-of-4-israeli-hostages-killed-in-gaza-airstrikes/3160375
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/al-qassam-brigades-reveal-identities-of-4-israeli-hostages-killed-in-gaza-airstrikes/3160375
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ronen-engel-54-photographer-dad-who-was-always-smiling/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ronen-engel-54-photographer-dad-who-was-always-smiling/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YuuKvSn8TQ&ab_channel=i24NEWSEnglish
https://www.timesofisrael.com/former-hostage-reflects-on-life-post-captivity-one-year-after-her-release/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-immediately-release-civilians-held-hostage-in-gaza/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/israel-opt-hamas-and-other-armed-groups-must-immediately-release-civilians-held-hostage-in-gaza/
https://www.710360.kan.org.il/en/holit/alziadana
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clygy18r2jqo
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-confirms-death-of-hostage-hamza-ziyadne-day-after-father-youssef-laid-to-rest
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-confirms-death-of-hostage-hamza-ziyadne-day-after-father-youssef-laid-to-rest
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-hamza-ziyadne-rahat-resident-working-in-kibbutz-holit
https://www.timesofisrael.com/taken-captive-hamza-ziyadne-rahat-resident-working-in-kibbutz-holit
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/world/middleeast/who-is-qaid-farhan-al-qadi-israel-hostage.html

FOREIGN NATIONALS

Palestinian assailants abducted at least 35 people (or their bodies) who were not Israeli citiz8h#lost of
these individuals were workers on sheterm labour visas or agricultural students. Thirtgwo were from
Thailand, at least one was from Nepal, one was from the Philippines and one was from Tanzé#idhose
abducted were primarily men, but also included a Thai womafi?

10:2023.08/14:42

/]\ Sghr rshkk eqnl BBSU enns fd s jdm ax ° b’ 1 dqrs sose cswhdm ater
theAP  rr 1 Aghf cdr+ engbhmf I dm cnvm ° lgn> c hm Qd-hl - Rn

A Thai agricultural worker (name withheld at his request) told Amnesty International that he and five other
Sg - h Idm vdqd “~ss bjdc ax “~ants 0/ ehfgsdqr hm Qd-hl wvgh
Nbsnadg 1/ 12- Gd r dthedunke@mpihtedguns a us ardl focat gdall to leave. We
vdgd hmrsqtbsdc s ftmonhms sn engl °~ khmd “mc v kj snv’
"mId vhsggdkc( v 'r “krn s> jdm gnr s’ f detakénsAgvidengd!|l eqnl Qd
verified by Amnesty International, filmed around 8.15am, shows six armed fighters, some of whom are from

theAFP " rr "I Aghf  cdr+ engbhmf to sn ehud®®Théfhaihm bhuhkh ™ m bl
agricultural worker interviewed by Amnesty International said that, while he and other abductees were
®bnl okxhmf vhsgnts qdrhrs > mbd~ "mc ~ants sn f#s hmsn sgd

He learnt that the bodies of the two victims were later repatriated to Thailat?8l.

He said that the group of surviving Thai men and the Israeli man were taken to a tunnel in Gaza, where he
said he was held in different locations within the tunnel until he was released on 25 November 2023. A
photograph released with the logo of the Militg Media of the AlQassam Brigades shows five men

45 According to Haaretz, at least 35 foreign nationals were abducted. A small number of them, however, may have been killeddjre

Haaretz hostages databasépreviously cited).Amnesty Internationahas verified images and received testimony confirming the abduction of

five people who were not Israeli citizens.

4% Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). SeeaB@ " hk > mc+ Lhmhrsgx ne Enqdhfm @ee  hgr+ ®Sgd Lhmh
nm sgd qdkd rd ne sgd gnrs fdr+ s jdm “r ° qdrtks ne sgd uhnkdmbd hm Hr q"
https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/statemerfirst-| hostagereleases Sg - hk > mc+ Lhmhrsgx ne Enqdhfm @ee hgr+ ®Bn
Entgsg "mc Ehesg Qdkd rd ne @7/WWW mfia. gosth/eﬁ/cbnten&prSGlllZ&NNean Miristhyqof Foreign2 +

@ee hgr+ ®0qdrr Qdkd rd nm q dtipst/mofalgon sealeasedn-tbleaseof-hbstagebl Phdippined ¢ 1/ 1 2 +

Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®CE@ Hrq dk adkhdudr 0 ne 1 | hrrhmf Ehkhohmnr -khjdkx- gdkc
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1212533 " mc D' rs @eqghb ™ m+ ®Rstcdms “actbsdc ax G I r hr cd’ c+
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/easfrica/tanzaniasaysstudent-abducted-by-hamasis-dead--4437852

“"Rjx Mdvr+ ®Sg-h Insgdgqg cdrbghadr -hmcdrbgha akd r cmdrr- “r G I r gnkecr

https://news.sky.com/story/thamother-describesindescribablesadnessas-hamasholds-her-daughtercaptive- 13013824
“% \ideo posted by South First Responders on its Telegram channel on 28 December 2023 and held on fil&mnesty International The

uhcdn hr eqgnl shldrs 1l odc BBSU enns’  fd -10ac/+12 s/ BI@ichIsHdhsitentwith hr ok * xr s
Amnesty International 1~ m®> kxr hr ne sgd onrhshnmhmf “mc rhyd ne sgd rg cnvr uhrh
““Rdd rdbshnm 4-0-8 ®Qd-hl ~ -

5 |nterview by voice call with Thai agricultural worker (name withheld), 6 March 2025 (translation from the original Thai English by

Amnesty Internationg).

gd c°
akd
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https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/statement-first-hostage-releases-2
https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/pr301123-2
https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-release-of-hostages/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1212533
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/tanzania-says-student-abducted-by-hamas-is-dead--4437852
https://news.sky.com/story/thai-mother-describes-indescribable-sadness-as-hamas-holds-her-daughter-captive-13013824

handcuffed and held at gunpoint by fighters from the AQassam Brigade$°! He said it was taken of his
group on one of the first few days after they were taken into the tunriiéd.

On 16 October 2023, Abu Obaida, the military spokesperson of the-@assam Brigadesconfirmed that

O kdrshmh™ m “gldc fgntor vdgd gnkchmf hmchuhct kr ne engq
a " sskd + “cchmf+ ®Vd bbonmrimcdg mcgldluntg g a&d mtga sfdtbodr sgdl £ S
bnmchshnmr odglhs sgdhg gdkd rd+ vd vhkk % n sghr adb trd

On 2 December 2023, Saleh ARrouri, then Deputy Head of the Political Bureau of Hamas,s * sdc + ®Sgd
foreign prisonersarrived in Gaza on 7 October were not a target and we are ready to release them without
exchange 5%

On 20 October 2023 Hamas unconditionally released two US citizengudith Raanan and her daughter
Natalie Raanan stating that it was a gesture to their governmepft However, no other foreign or dual
nationals were released before late November 2023. That month, as part of the first hostagsoner
exchange, three dual nationals of Israel and Russia and 24 other foreign nationals were rele28eHive Thai
nationals were held until January or February 2025, when they were released as part of a second deal. The
body of one Thai hostage, Nattapong Pinta, was retrieved by Israeli security forces in June 26%5and that

of another, Sonthaya Oakkharasyiwas returnedas part ofa third dealin October 20255 The body of Bipin
Joshi, a Nepalesehostage was returned as part of the October 2025 deal. While there had reportedly been
no sign of lifefrom him since November2023, his familyand many othershad been holding out hope he

was alive.5°

According to media reports, the release of at least some of the foreign nationals during the deals was outside
the terms of the agreements reacheél® As the foreign nationals abducted on 7 October 2023 were seized
and then not released at the first available opportunity, Amnesty International assumes that Palestinian
armed groups sought to exchange them for political concessions, even if they were wmssful at this.

CHILDREN AND OLDER PEOPLE

Palestinian assailants took hostage 3¢hildren, including 15 boys and 21 girls,on 7 October 2023%** Ak k n e

sgdl vdgd -Bghkdgdmkkhkddgd "~ actbsdc egnl sgd jhaatsyhl ne A
Oz and Nir Yitzhalé!? Most of the children were Jewislisraelis, but at least one was a Bedouin citizen of

Israel*® Of these children, 16 were under the age of 18 All of the 36 children were released alive except

for the Bibas children, mentioned above.

% Photograph bearing the logo of the Military Media of the-@assam Brigades, posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report

Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 19 October 2023 and held on file Bymnesty International

2 |nterview by voice call with Thai agricultural worker (name withheld), 6 March 2025. Seealo r gh mf snm Onr s+ ®Qdkd rdc Sg  h
gdb > kkr ghr shld hm G|  httpsihvimevsvashirmgmsnpostcontvidEdvbrid/teleaseiai-Hostdg@recalls-his-time-
in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html

3 Al Jazeeraa F hPUKOF U CFbb ahf BORpHBHBMYF aXARDRIOF NEPp hBdK +Mm3Ygdwe ®khs gx ronjdrl " "m eng
October 2023, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDEIhEszQganslation from the original Arabic into English bmnesty Internationg).

504 Al Jazeerap F X IOF ®blAw bBF I PUmMmM aFwmbp NEOBR ' IFAdodyiopd Jazbera: Nolexcluhge antil thélgmd oEtheA O pp mp F 1HOF

*ffgdrrhnm “mc ° bnl oqgdgdmr h bttgs:/fvdv.youtlieelcamdvatchPvEeSdicWRWditchhslatoryfrorh thel 2 +

original Arabic into English byAmnesty Internationa).

V' rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®G | "r snnj 140 gnrs fdr eqnl Hrqgq dk hmsn F 'y - Vgdqd
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/hamd®stagesisraetwar-gaza G " qdsy + ®Svn @ dghb ™ m gnrs ™ fdr qgdkoc
Gl r b oshuhsx+ vhsg P s htpsi/whwihadretzedmrisnaehews/2023-10-PO4yradialef|prenitini/tdo-
americanhostagesreleasedfrom-hamas-captivity-with-qatarirmediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791;

MAB Mdvr+ ®@m “~gshrs "mc ° gdbdms GR fg c9 Sgdrd “~gd sgd svn @ dghb ™ m Hr c
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/usews/judithrraanan-natalie-us-hamas-hostagesreleasedwhatknow-rcnal21472

%V rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®Vgdqgqd "~ gd sgdx>" 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: & "gqdsy ®Svn @l d
l'dch> shnm "oqduhntrkx bhsdc(: V' rghmfsnm Onrs+ ®G |  rDegethked  rd ne Qtrr h r

2023, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/02/russibamas-putin-hostagesisrael

S"NPR+ ®Hr g dk r > xr hs g'r qgqdsghdudc s g ltpsa/wevnpr.org/2025/0807/msl- gnr s fd hm F 'y =+
5426563/gazathai-hostagebody-recovered

%5 Straits Times® Ancx ne Sg h | hfg ' ms gdkc hm Hpsywwwgtdistimescom/asia/dasialbedyd-2 Nbsnadq 1/ 14
thai-migrant-held-in-gazareturns-home

9L RM MdRamily de@ply concerned for hostage Bipin Joshi after recovery of slain Thainational 0/ |t md 1/ 14+
https://www.msn.com/erus/news/world/familydeeply-concernedfor-hostagebipin-joshi-after-recoveryof-slain-thai-national/arAA1GrwXm

®Rdd+ enq dw Il okd+ I dvhrg Mdvr Rxmchb ' sd+ ®Sg hr eqddc eqnl F'y b oshuh:
https://www.jns.org/thaisfreed-from-gazacaptivity-arrive-home-in-bangkok

! Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). See also MBARVv ngcr ne Huodhm® r mf s ofddgr nmr gdongs ' oqduhnt

Amnesty Internationahas verified video or testimonial evidence about the abduction of nine of these children.

12 Haaretz hostage database (previously cited;E @+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr q

513 Aisha Zayadna was 17 wheshe wasseized with her father and two brothers in HolitHaaretz hostages database (previously cited).

514 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). E@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr g
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/released-thai-hostage-recalls-his-time-in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954-ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/world/released-thai-hostage-recalls-his-time-in-hamas-captivity/2023/12/07/cb76c954-ee94-40c4-9315-fbec1ab8868c_video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCDEihEszCg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5njcWNWejw
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/hamas-hostages-israel-war-gaza/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-10-20/ty-article/.premium/two-american-hostages-released-from-hamas-captivity-with-qatari-mediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-10-20/ty-article/.premium/two-american-hostages-released-from-hamas-captivity-with-qatari-mediation/0000018b-4e84-dbe0-a38b-cff444700000?v=1744623000791
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/judith-raanan-natalie-us-hamas-hostages-released-what-know-rcna121472
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/02/russia-hamas-putin-hostages-israel/
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/07/nx-s1-5426563/gaza-thai-hostage-body-recovered
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/07/nx-s1-5426563/gaza-thai-hostage-body-recovered
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/body-of-thai-migrant-held-in-gaza-returns-home
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/body-of-thai-migrant-held-in-gaza-returns-home
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/family-deeply-concerned-for-hostage-bipin-joshi-after-recovery-of-slain-thai-national/ar-AA1GrwXm
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/family-deeply-concerned-for-hostage-bipin-joshi-after-recovery-of-slain-thai-national/ar-AA1GrwXm
https://www.jns.org/thais-freed-from-gaza-captivity-arrive-home-in-bangkok/

Ella and Dafna Elyakim, aged eight and 15 respectively, were taken to Gaza as hostages from the Nahal Oz
without an accompanying adult after their father, Noam Elyakim, and his partner, Dikla Arava, were Shot.
Sgdx vdgd vhsg sgdhq e -yearaddremeCinayvak when theichoriehvpsbroken r nm+ 06

into by fighters, as shown iravideoliver sqd " | dc ax sgd “~ss bjdgr nm Chjk ™ -r og
International®'® One fighter, who alternates between Arabic and English, saysinthevid@oG™ | “~r4b J s °
alFQassam[AIP " rr ° I Aq hf Noa, Dikla apdiTeprder were killed that da§t’ Ella and Dafna were

held hostage until 26 November 2023when they were released and reunited with their mothé¥ After the
two girlswerereleasel, the Israeli militarymade public a videoit reported finding in Gaza irwhich Ella and
Dafna areseenstanding by a Hamas flag, saying they are hostages of Hantas.

Erez Calderon, aged 11, was taken hostage from Nir €2 A video verified by Amnesty International shows

armed men in civilian clothing pushing him around the kibbuton the morning of 7 October 20232 He

appears to be alone, without any family members or an adult nearbijhe person taking the video says in

O kdrshmh™ m @q ahb+ ®Sgnr.dnmgd xgrttgmf srgdd s°% EBBegsdid sS 'sjgd | s gzchlr
sg s ~ss bjdgr agnjd hmsn giyearold sSistehSahar Galdegon and theirB8c s nn j ghl

515 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited).

516 Video posted by Hamas Atrocities Documentation Center Report Oct 7 on its Telegram channel on 12 October 2023 and heldeomyfil

Amnesty International

"Rdd r dbs NahatOZ - 6ng @®ds hkr -

LE@+ ®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdoitedétis 'ogduhntr kx |
gd® k- "+ 15 Mhitpsdwwavihstagranh.do@/p/COHXLAONB9z/#

519 Video posted by Ynet on its website on 19 May 2024 and hetah file by Amnesty International

50 Haaretz hostages database (previously cited). According to ttegaeli Ministryof ForeignAffairs, he was aged 12 on release. MFA,

®Rvngcr ne Hgnm9 Gnrs fdr “mc | hrrhmf odgrnmr gdongs 'oqduhntrkx bhsdc(-
2L Videoposted on the websitehttps://www.hamasmassacre.neton an unknown date and heldon file by Amnesty International Amnesty

Internationaldeduced the approximate time to be between 9.30am and 11am based on its analysis of the position of the sun and the

positioning and size of the shadows visibie the video.

%22 Translation from the original Arabic into English b¥mnesty International
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C0HxLAoNB9z/
https://www.hamas-massacre.net/




































































































































































































